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A  PUBLICATION  oil  the  Politics  of  Lower  Cana- 
da, :\t  tlie  pivsciit  crisis of'alKiirs,  requires  little  apolooy 
to  those  wiio  i'eel  an  interest  in  the  peace  and  weltino 
ot  that  extensive  Colony.  Nothing,  in  fact,  of  a  con- 
nected descri})tion,  has  hitlierto  appeared  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  it  therefore  seems  only  incumbent  upon  the 
Writer  to  state,  with  candour,  tiie  circumstances  and 
motives  which  have  led  him  to  the  present  undertak- 
ing, and  to  lay  belbre  his  intelligent  readers  his  humble 
o])ini()n,  as  to  the  means  of  redressing  those  grievances 
of  Ilis  Majesty's  Subjects  of  British  descent,  which  his 
experience  of  them,  during  a  residence  of  twenty-five 
years,  has  brouglU  home  to  his  hifsincss  and  bosom. 

When  the  increasing  differences  between  the 
branches  of  the  Legislature  of  Lower  Canada,  on  va- 
rious subjects,  and  between  that  Province  and  Upper 
Canada,  on  the  division  of  the  produce  of  the  Custom 
Duties  levied  at  Quebec,  induced  His  Majesty's  Min- 
isters, in  the  year  1822,  to  attempt  a  Union  of  both 
Provinces  under  one  Legislature,  the  Bill  whicii  they 
introduced  for  that  purpose,  into  the  Liipenai  Parlia- 
ment, became  an  object  of  curiosity  with  speculative 
politicians  in  Great  Britain,  and  a  subject  of  warm  dis- 
cussion among  the  interested,  in  the  Canadas.  The 
princij)al  modifications  of  the  Constitutional  Act,  81, 
Geo.  III.,  Cap.  .SI,  which  the  Bill  contained,  had  re- 
ference to  the  political  situation  of  Lower  Canada  ; 
and  their  salutary  object  ivastiot  well  understood^  by  jjer^ 
sons  zvho  had  ?iot  long  resided  in  that  Province. 

T\\Q  W^riter  of  the  following  sheets,  being  a  warm  par- 
tisan of  the  Union,  had  occasion  to  explain  to  distant 
correspondents,  the  expediency  of  the  proposed  modifi- 
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(•;;tions,  vvhitli  ho  foiiiul  a  task,  not  onls  laborious  to  liini- 
s  11*,  but  unsatisfactory  to  those  whom  hcadib'csscil,  who, 
ii)  loatUn^'thc  Constitution,  had  been  fascinated  with  it, 
as  containin<]j  an  increase  of  freedom  and  frequency  iu 
the  choice  of  Rej)resentatives,  and  afibrdingan  interest- 
in::^  experiment  of  the  effects  of,  wluit  they  called,  an  im- 
provement of  the  British  Constitution,  aj)plied  to  a  j)co- 
ple  of  foreign  origin.     Wliile  those  correspondents  ac- 
knowledged the  existing  evils  and  embarrassments  al- 
leged by  the  Writer,  they  were  more  disposed  to  as- 
cribe them  to  mismanagement  in  the  Executive  Gov- 
ermnent,    than    to    defects   in    the   Constitution,    or 
misconduct  in  the  House  of  Assembly.     This  disposi- 
tion convinced  hinis  that  a  more  comprehensive  review 
of  the  political  experiment,  than  his  avocations  then 
])ermitted,  would  be  requisite  to  satisfy  his  friends,  as 
to  the  expediency  of  the  changes  contemplated  by  the 
Union  Bill,  which,  in  the  meantime,  had  been  unfor- 
tunately postponed,  by  the  opposition,  on  general  prin- 
ciples, of  Sir  James  Macintosh,  who  does  not  appear 
to  have  had  the  necessary  information,  nor  the  practi- 
cal knowledge,  which  would  have  enabled  him  to  pass 
a  correct  judgment,  upon  a  measure  calculated  for  the 
redress  of  grievances,  in  a  Province  so  peculiarly  cir- 
cumstanced as  Lower  Canada. 

The  Writer  long  reflected  upon  this  subject,  and 
sedulously  watched  the  progress  and  developement  of 
the  Constitution,  in  the  popular  branch,  before  the  pre- 
sent crisis  of  affairs.  The  exclusive  domination  of  the 
French  Canadian  Leaders  in  the  House  of  Assembly, 
and  the  unlimited  and  fanatical  support  which  they 
obtained  last  year  from  their  Electors,  enjoying  univei'- 
sal  suffrage,  were  grave  topics  of  conversation  and  just 
cause  of  alarm  among  the  friends  of  the  Government, 
and  of  the  Colonial  connection  with  Great  Britain  ; 
but  many  of  them  ascribed  those  results  to  the  perso- 
nal characters  of  the  Leaders,  and  erroneously  assert- 
ed, that  their  removal  would  speedily  restore  harmony. 
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and  produce  n  House  of  Assemhli/  comih'tcnt  and  dispo- 
scd  /o  secure  the  peucCy  xcef/dre  and /lappinexs  o/  atf  classes 
of  the  m'lArd  i)opulation  q)  French  and  I'lnglish  (:n<>in,  in 
the  Province.     This   opinion  appeared   to   the  \\  riior 
particuhirly  dangerous,   as  teiuhng  to  prevent  the  ag- 
grieved portion  of  His  Majesty's  Snbjeets  froni  recog- 
nising the  only  proper  renieilies  for  the  disorders  which 
they  all  acknowleilgeil  to  exist ;  and  which  ajipoared  to 
hiintoderive  its  virulence  from  the  natural  consecpienccs 
of  tiic Constitutional  Act,  3 1,  Geo. II I,Cap.31,oj)erating 
upon  the  old  laws,  so  impolitically  re-established  by  the 
Act  It,  Geo.  Ill,  Cap.83,  under  the  Administration  of 
Lord  North,  of  unfortunate  mcmori/.     Those    Acts, 
therefore,  and  their  combined  effects,  dnring   a  long 
series  of  years,  in  Lower  Canada,  he  has  now  reviewed, 
for  the  purpose,  not  only  of  justitying  opinions  long 
since     expressed    to    his    correspondents,     but    also 
to    enable   many   well  meaning    Subjects   of   Ihitisli 
origin,  to  ascertain  the  real  causes  of  their  complicated 
grievances,  and  to  recognize  the  only  powerful  remedy, 
which,  devised  by  the  wisdom  of  the   Imperial  Parlia- 
meni,  and  administered  by  His  Majesty's  Government, 
will  infallibly  extirpate  the  disorders  of  a  Colony,  which, 
from  its  intrinsic  resources  and  its  geographical  posi- 
tion, with  reference  to  Upper  Canada,  New  Brunswick 
and  Nova-Scotia,  has  been  emphatically  denominated 
the  backbone  of  British  North  America. 

In  reviewing  the  progress  of  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  Lower  Canada,  our  intelligent  readers  will 
clearly  perceive,  that  the  natural  consequences  of  the 
Acts  14  and  31,  Geo.  III.,  have  been  the  increasing 
co?icentra/io?i  of  the  French  Can^dians^  as  a  separate 
people^  distinguished  by  an  established  Religion  and 
Laws,  and  by  Language,  Manners  and  Habits,  from 
the  Subjects  of  British  origin  in  the  same  Province,  in- 
ducing the  former  to  consider  the  latter  as  intruders, 
and  legitimate  oljects  of  jealousy  to  the  "  Nation  Ca- 
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,v.//)//.'.v.v/ ."     The  slronu^  l(nij)l;ilioii  tims  MH'onlcd  ti» 
tlie    |H*(»ji'(;l  of  ('\('lusiv\'    iloiiiiiation,    on    tlu'  |)ar(  ol' 
till'  J''rt'ii(.*li  Canadian  Lcailn--  in  the  House  of  Asseni- 
l)lv,  and  of  cojupk-to  controiil  in    Leijishilion  ami  Kin- 
ancc   over  tlioso  branchi's  (»f  tlie  Provincial    (iovciii- 
iiKMit,  (tljc  Kinn's   liepresentalivc  anil  the  Legislative 
C'onneil,)  wliieli   are  conslilntionally    created    by  ihe 
exercise  of  llis   Majesty's  Prero^'ative,   is  the  prolilic 
source   of  the  present   t','rievanees   of  the   Subjects  of 
IJrilisIi  origin,  and  snLi'ii,ests  the  only  remedies  compa- 
tible with  the   interests  of  British   Colonisation.      'J'/ic 
(unsliiu/ionnl  Pozivrs  of  tlic    House  of  Asscmhiij  must 
c'llhcr  be  greatly  d'nmiiisltcdy  (Did  strict/^  coiijiiwd  to  Ic- 
gislal'ing  for   the  Inhalntants   of  t/i^0ffli^7uories,   a  fid 
those  ijthe  other  branches  increased yjor  the  protection 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  British  origin  in  the  2'oxcnships  ;  — 
0/'  the  composition  of  the   House  of  Assembli/   must  be 
modified^  to  suit  the  purposes  of  British  ( \donisatiof.'* 
The  Subjects  of  British  origin,  in  tlic  Townships,  have 
at  j)rcsent  no  voice  in  the  poj)ular  branch  ;  and  the  in- 
fluence of  tlie  same   description    of  persons,   in    the 
Elections  for  the  Towns  and  Counties  of  tlie  Seignio- 
ries, is  insullicicnt  to  return  a  single  uncompromisiiig  As- 
sertor  of  their  rights.     Indeed,  if  it  weie   possible  ibr 
them  to  separate,  for  u  moment,  their  feelings  and  sense 
of  duty  from  the  suj)port  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, they  would  unanimously  withhold  their  votes  at 
Elections,  allowing  the  natural  consequences  of  the  ])re- 
sent  Constitution  to  take  place,  in  producing  an  As- 
sembly wholly   French  in  nainCi  as  it   already  is  Anti- 
British  and  French,  in  fact. 

If  we  could  really  suppose  it  possible  that  His 
Majesty's  Ministers  would  longer  defer  moving  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  to  devise,  in  its  wisdom,  some  re- 
medy for  the  increasing  disorder,  wc  must  apprehend 
that,  obedient  to  the  primary  laws  of  human  society, 
and  to  the  instinct  of  self-preservation,  the  population 
of  British  origin  would,  in  such  case,  form  itself  into 
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a'lihated  Associations  throughonl  ihe  lVt)\ince,  for  tho    \ 
protection  of  person  and  property,  lea\inL»-  the  Kxccu- 
tive  to  liL;*ht  its  own  battles  willi  tlie  IVeneh  Canadians 
and  tiicir  Leaders,  for  a  morsel  of  bn-ad. 

'I'he  other  remedy,  mure  congenial  to  tlie  feelings 
ol  the  writer,  and  which,  in  his  humble  opinion,  is 
both  practical)le  and  sali.',  is  a  broad  and  decisi\e  mea- 
sure, calculated  to  alter  the  composition  of  the  House 
of  4^^'^''^'hly  ;  ami  this  remeily  can  be  best  applied, 
by  A  Li;(;isi..\ri\  i:  Usiox  oi"  I'lTKii  and  Lowr.ii  Ca- 
nada, on  the  princi|)les  of  the  Union  Dill  oi'  IS'J'J. 

It'  the  alteration,  irom  views  of  local  convenience 
and  tcinj)orising  policy,  be  conHned  to  the  Lower  IVo- 
viuce,  in  its  present  separate  j)olitical  state,  religions 
distinctions  mu^ be  adopted  as  the  grounils  of  a  di- 
vision of  |)oweSK)etween  Protestant  and  Homan  Ca- 
tlioiic  Electors,  which  wou'd  be  more  injurious  to 
peace  and  iiappiness,  than  any  sectional  jealousies  ;  but 
the  extensive  measure  of  a  Legislative  Union  of  Low- 
er  with  Upper  Canada,  would  })lace  a  skilful  Execu- 
tive in  a  favourable  position  for  holding  the  balance, 
and  compromising  the  disputes  between  the  two  par- 
tics  of  French  and  English  origin,  in  the  new  House  of 
Assembly.  The  i)()litical  characteristics  and  preten- 
sions of  the  French  Canadians,  now  so  ofiensive  to 
their  lellow  subjects,  and  so  liostile  to  useful  ameliora- 
tions, nfight  gradually  disappear;  their  jealousy  might 
change  to  emulation ;  and  their  ambition  be  restrained 
by  that  just  distribution  of  })ower,  which,  under  the 
guidance  of  a  wise  Executive  Govermncnt,  wouUl  im- 
partially })romote  the  peace,  weltlu'c  and  happiness  of  all 
His  Majesty's  Subjects  in  Canada,  rendering  it  the 
most  useful,  as  it  is  the  most  extensive  and  most  eligi- 
ble for  Emigration,  of  all  the  British  Dominions  on  the 
American  Continent. 

Having  thjis  at  the  outset,  explained  his  motives  for 
the  present  undertaking,  and  given  his  opinion  as  to 
tlie  oidy  proper  remedy,  lor  the  alarming  disorder  w  hich 
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allliits  the  Country,  the  Writer  rospcc'tfiill)  takes  his 
leave  of  the  general  reader  ;  but  he  presumes  larthir 
to  adihvss  tlie  Imperial  Parliament,  in  the  lanj^ua^e  ot 
i\  u:reat  historian,  ap|)r()priatc  to  the  present  crisis  ot* 
ali'airs: — "  Aut  tu  mcdcri  potes ;  out  omitlcmJa  csl  en- 
"  ra  omnibus ;  neque  ijuis(jumn  te  ad  crudelcs  pocnas, 
♦*  aul  accvba  jtulkia  invocat" 

Sallvhtivs,  dc  Jh'p,  ordinanda. 
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presumes  farther 

I  the  hiugua^i^e  of 

present   crisis  of 

omittcniUi  cat  cu. 

cvuddcs  pocna^s^ 

h'p.  ordlnanda. 
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«•  //<i  imiu'nitin  semper  ad  uptumuin  qitcmque  ab  minun  bum  trantferiur." 

liic  iinpnlaiicf  'ij Cnvadii,  arhOr; frum  n  vnriely  nfenu^e^.  It'<^rriil extent.— 
Till- hn//iivit  evriiti on  'weti'tl  with ifuC/rqur^f  hyCieat llrilaiii.--  Thca^iflitm 
which  il  I'lirnishfd  tothe  iincricnn  l.ui/iilhti.  -Us  Vommcrcial  raKtumn,  ■ 
It*  Cf  Umithitdl  pnnilion,,  f.vlciit,  l.akc^.  liiiwia  and  btuiidaiii'*.  -  Uhpitte 
fi-Uh  IlicVnilfdStnti's  vapertin'j;  the  S'trthiuntern  Ihundnrj/  now  referred  to 
the  r.niperiji'  of  Hiis.itn.--(.'fn'ernment  and pn/ilical  Cunstittiti'in,  with  »••?• 
tnnrk:f.—Iiit'iu'jn  iiitoCdHntici^andtipp'irtiijnment  of  represent  at  i  ven.—  F.nu- 
vin-ali tn  of  Cilii'i,  T<jwii»,  ^c,  Impiovementn.  —  The  unrepresented  Town- 
nhipt  where  tlic  Knif/i-ih  Tenure  exist'.  —  Upper  Canada, its  procrrensive  settle- 
vient,  vjith  an  enumeration  of  its  Cities  and  Towns.  —  The  characteridics  of 
it  <  pipu.'afitn,  contrasted  with  those  of  the  Lower  Canadians.  — The  Canada 
C/inpaiij/  inc trpjrated  in  }82il—l'opufaliou  of  Lower  Canada  compared 
%cith  that  of  Upper  Canada,  and  the  relative  priportions  stated  of  Subjects 
of  I'rench  ori;^iii  and  those  of  British  ori'^in  in  both  the  Canadas.— Origin 
of  the  tiamc  of  Canada.--Accuu7it  of  the  discovery  of  the  Country.— First 
{ticjvercd  by  Cabtt,  tinder  a  Commission  from  Henry  the  J'll.  of  Knglandf 
in  the  year  IV.^H.  — This  part  of  Cabot's  discoveries  neglected  by  F.ngland.— 
Francis  the  1st  of  France  sends  lerruzani  to  make  discoveries  in  the  same 
direction.  — ^'errazani  enters  the  Ciulph,  afterwards  caf/ed  St.  Lawrence, 
and  takes  forma/  possession  of  the  coasts  for  the  French  Crown,  calling  the 
Country  Xew  France.  — Progress  of  discovery  checked  by  VerrazanVa  denthy 
and  the  war  in  F.uropc.— Pursuit  of  VerraxanV s discovery  by  .JacquesCartiery 
in  the  year  1331.—/;;  his  second  voyage  he  discovers  the  places  now  called 
Uuebec  and  Montreal.— Cart  ier  returns  to  France  in  the  year  153C,  and  re* 
mains  neglected  'till  the  year  1540,  when  he  is  sent  out  under  De  Boberval. 
—  The  latter  in  \^\\  disCtvers  Cap/r  Breton,  where  building  a  fort,  and 
/caving  Cartier,  he  returns  to  France — Sext  year  he  discovers  the  coast  of 
Labrador — Death  of  Jacques  Cartier,  and  of  lloberval,  and  interruption  of 
the  progress  oj  Discovery — Li  the  year  1598,  the  Marquis  De  La  Roche  is 
appiinled  by  Henry  the  Fourth,  Lieutenant  C'eneral  in  Canada,  t-^c— He 
lands  his  Settlers  on  Sable  Island,  visits  Acadia,  now  Xova-Scotia,  returns  to 
France  and  dies.— Chauvin  obtains  the  government  and  exclusive  trade  of 
Canada,  —lie  is  succeeded  by  the  Sieur  De  Monts,  and  Samuel  De  Champlain, 
the  founder  of  Quebec. — Chamjilain's  intercourse  withthe  natives— he  inter- 
feres  in  their  ivars  against  the  Irjquois,  and  makes  the  latter  a  perpetual 
fnemy  of  the  Colony.  — Progress  of  settlement  by  Champlain,  under  the 
Prince  de  Conde,  — The  Recollet  Ecclesiastics  arrive  in  Canada  to  convert 
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thi-  i:iitnf^.      7  /» >/  ,ni  iia/  of'tfic  J,-(i/its,  who  quirk  '  t/  nlifain  Ihc  e.\rlii--ii'! 
iif  l)r  ('(W  I  n.'iil  ut/iii  I'ri/fcKtnrts  I'miii   t/irtiinli-  aril  scltUfiicit.     d-hmii 
c  iiispiracy  nf  llu-  imtivcs  ni,(ii7isl  the  Firnr/i,  ili  rurifil  ami  tic  fail  ah      Ifir 
vi)\;fs^i(i/i  (iinl  tniiU- 1)/'  Ca>/nila  fii anted  as  a  .Sctirtijory  tn  Ihr  iDiiijiauif  of 
one  /lUfKfiYil  funtficrs,  under  tlie  patronage  of  Conlina/  I  e  llir/ie/iiu.     i  hit' 
racier  of  tlih  As^ociatint,  p:irl,'y  estahhs/iCil  from   re'iii'His  motives,—  M  ar 
betiveen   F.nt;/an:/  and  France.      T/ie  Fjiiili^ih  under  i\ertk  lake  Uuehec.      hi- 
jndicious  and  irritalhrj;  cotulnct  of  Kertk  t  iward<  ( liainpfaiti  and  tlic   Kc- 
c'esiastics.     Uesttratini   of  (-iuehec  to  t/ie  Crown  of  France  at  the  Treat ij  of 
St.  (Germain  en  l.aye.     lieniarks  on  t/uMlnatiijfi  of  I'anada  al  I/iIk  period, 
lieriew  of  the  pro;^re.is  of  the  power  anil  icea/th  of  the  Fcc/C'-ia  t  ics,  and  more 
parlien/ar/j/  of  the  Jesnit.i.  -I'his  anibili:,i(.<  Order  monopolises  the  instruc- 
tiiiiiofthc  pople,  ftivinii  a  peculiar  character  to  the  French  Canadians. 
I'haraeter  and  cjiidini  of  the  \cw  J'.nii,'a/id  and    Sew  York  Colonists,  co/i' 
trasted  with  those  of  the  Jesnits  and  their  disci/iles,  particular! tj  in  refer- 
ence to   intercourse  with   the  Indians    -  I'hc    Indians  asserted  to  he  deter- 
%  iiated  by  the  attempt^'  of  the  Jesuits  in  Canada.  —Foundat  ion  of  the  Jesu- 
it's College  at   Uuebee,  hj/  lienc  Uuhault.  —  Feath  and  character  of  ikimuel 
lie  Champlain. Mr.  Motitnia'^ny  succeeds  him   in  the   (.iueerument,  Mr. 
Mai^ojtneitvc  obtains  the  Island  of  Mn.treaf,  afterwards  transferred  /j  the 
Order  of  St.  Sulpicians.     Had  conduct  oj'  the  Company.     An  Hot  )ital  esta- 
blished in   Montreal^  by  Madame  De  liouillun.  —Montma-j^ny  succeeded  by 
(Governor  Daillebout.—  Hostility  uf  the  Company  to  Colonisation.  -L'aille- 
bjut  replaced  by  Fe  Lauton.-  Last  effort  of  the  Company,  who  obtain  the 
C.oiernment   for  the  Ikiron  a'Avanv^out-.—lieview  of  Uelii^ious   F.slablidi- 
ments,  includins^:  Xunneries  and   Cunvents.  —  Canada  established  as  a  liojyal 
Government — ■  I. e .rend  of  an  Vxtrthquakc  in  Canada,  considered  as  a  pious 
fraud  of  the  Jesuits.— ytjluence  of  the  ^reat  Mi  irister  of  Fi  nance,  Colbert.  - 
Admini$tratiu7i  of  De  Mesy  the  first  lioyal  (iovcrnor.  —Institution  ofthelVe  t 
India  Company  extended  to  Canada,  with  y^rcat  privileges. — Administration 
of  Monsieur  de  Courcelles.— Improvements  projected  and  executed  by  Mr.  De 
Talon  the  Infendant.  -Increase  of  population.— Means  employed  to  attach 
the  risinir  generation  tj  France.— Administralion  of  Count  De  Frontenac. 
The  Mississippi  explored. —  The  West  India  Company'' s  privileges  abolished 
by  the  King.  —  F^tablishment  of  the  Sovereign  Council.— Appointment  of  a 
Bishop.— Ambitious  projects  of  the  Royal  (Governors. — lieview  of  I'he  advan- 
tages peculiar  to  each  party,   in  the  long  rivulship  between  the  French 
Canadian  Uovcrnmcnt  and  the  English  Colonies Administration  of  Mon- 
sieur De  La  Jiurre.—  llis  cruel  attack  q71  the  English,  produces  an  invasion 
of  Canada.  — Causes  oj  the  failure  of  this  invasion — Description  of  the  Ca- 
nadian Fur  Trade — Frontenac,  by  orders  from  France,  prepares  to  invade 
the  English  Colony  of  Sew  York.— Iht  execution  of  this  project  prevented 
by  the  i}eace  of  Uyswic — Flan  of  perpetual  neutrality  on  the  part  of  the 
French  and  English  Colonists  defeated,  by  the  ambition  of  the  Canadian 
Government.— Administration  of  De  Callieres,  and  his  intrigues  with  the 
Indian  Allies  of  the  l^.nglish  Colonies — Administration  of  Dc  Faudreuil.— 
Improvements  in  the  Laws  arid  Commerce  of  Cafiada.—  Jl'ar  between  Great 
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uirk  '1/  nlifdin  I  he  f.rrfuii'Di 
■  (i.'.i/  Siit/ifiirof.  (Utiifitl 
•:(\jiri  III  (Dill  tie /atlal.  Ihr 
itrfiiort/ III  III c  ( 1)111  inmi/  uj 
rilii.ii/  I  I'  llirlii'/i,  11.  i  hn- 
III  rr'iii'iiis  mnliven.  -  liar 
(Irr  hriik-  lake  Uurhcr.  Iii- 
il<  <  liiiiiip/iiiii  mill  lilt-  l-'.r- 
I  of  I'riince  nt  I  lie  Trial  y  nf 

I  0/  lai'iida  III  III  IK  lu'iiiil. 
Ilic  Kfc/euii  I ii's,  iiiiil  iimrr 

h'f  niijnopuli.ir.'i  llic  iiisliiir- 
fi>  Ihc  I'leiich  laiiailiatis.  - 
(/  \ew  York  Colonials,  von- 
pics,  i)articiilari\y  in  rrfcr' 
ilians  asserted  to  be  dcler- 
i.  —  Fomiilatiuti  of  I  lie  Jesu- 
it and  vliaravlcr  of  Satiiiul 
in  the  lioeeruinent.  Mr. 
terward.i  transferred  Ij  Ihc 
unipan^y.  An  llo^  lilul  cslii- 
-Mo>itnw\ii:i;  succeeded  hxf 

II  y  to  Colonisation.  -  lUiil/e- 
\e  Company^  who  obtain  the 
JW  of  He/ii^ioun    l'.slabli:di- 

naila  established  as  a  Uoyal 
nadn.  considered  as  a  j)i<ius 

ister  of  Finance,  Colbert.  — 

lor.  —Institution of  tlielVc  t 
i  V  ilcices.  —Adm  in  istrat  iu  n 

ted  mid  executed  by  Mr.  I)e 
Meana  employed  to  attach, 
of  Count  l}c  Vrontenac  — 

pavy'ii  prii'i/c^^es  abolished 
unci/.— Appointment  of  a 

ors.~  lie  view  of  the  advan- 

ilship  between  the  French 
Administration  of  Mon- 
lish^  produces  an  invasion 
n.— description  of  the  Ca- 
'rance,  prepares  to  invade 
of  this  project  prevented 
rulitjf  on  the  part  of  the 
mbition  of  the  Canadian 
nd  his  intrigues  with  the 
ration  of  Le  Vaudreuil.— 
ada,—1\'ar  between  Great 
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r.ri'iiiii  in:d  rniiice  in  I'.uro/ie,  accompanied  In/  an  allurk  on  (IneWr.  ~ 
liiiises.if  Ihe/ailitreoflhii  invasiju.  I'eiice  of  Clnrlit,  estu'ilj  hinj;  I'.ri- 
ti  h  dtminiin  in  Sova-Scitia.  .lltein/di  of  He  /  audirml  t ,  slren,i,tlien  (a- 
nadadini>i.i  the  peace.  -  Discovery  of  the  I'laiit  (.inseni^  in.  lanaila.  I'm. 
f^re^^  of  (■•)ininrne.  Adinini  tral i ni  oflhrMii.-yii  l>e  lleauharnui^.  ■ 
Ihs  eifxrh  t>  streii, 'J hen  Canada  In/  fnl ifieal inns.  Jealmiy  of  lUirnet  the 
Cnvernir  III'  Sew  York;  and  e^hililiJiineiil  of  F.niiltsh  firhcinli:,iiini\  It 
those  of  the  I'lench  on  the  Jronl  lers.  I  in  prove  met  I  >  in  Ihc  iawiaiiddonie.ilic 
aC'iiioinj/  of  i  imaila  duriir^  the  pence.  I'ro/ect  of  the  French  CovcrnmenI  1 1 
encroach  on  S'ovn-.Si-olia.  and  wilhiliaui  the  Acailians  from  their  allegiance 
1 1  the  liritidi  Iriwn,  the  I're'.ih  alleinpl  to  keep  the  F.n'^lish  sellleinenls 
ivilhin  the  lineof  Ihc  Alle:,:iiijy  Mnuntains,  and  c.dablisk  I'otl.i  on  tlieOhi  1, 
t'l  uriler  It  iinpeJe  I  he  pr<r^iesH  of  F.n^li  h  sett/eiiie/ils.  Admin  isti  al  ini 
of  He  l.a  (,/assinniere.  I'r.r^re-s  of  cncrnieliinent  on  the  side  of  Sovii-Sc,. 
till.  Proceed  in;^s  to  c-dablish  a  line  of  deninreal  >in  afirr  the  Ticitti/  of  li.i  - 
J.a-i'hapel/e.  Jobt  and  sptculalitns  in  Canadit,  ditrin,;  the  mtendaiicy  of 
Fc.:,on.  .idininistration  of  lie  Jonquiers.  -His  avarice  and  ambition.  -  Ad- 
■miniilrali'tn  of  l)u  (U'dne.  —A/fair  at  the  Forks  of  Ihc  Ohi.j,  in  wh ich  the 
celebraled  (ie.tr:^e  Hash ini^tju  was  cjncerncl.  -lntri:;i/es  of  lle/jju  the  hi' 
tendiiiit,  CDiiuecled  with  the  waste  of  Canadian  rcijurcei.  —  The  hoftililies 
commence  which  ended  in  the  dedructi.tn  of  French  diminim  in.  America. 

The  French  are  successful  on  the  Ohio,  aid  at  Tic inderoyjt.      Tho.\c  snC' 

ceases  only  increase  the  determination  of  the  F.w^li.ih  Colonists  ti  drive 
French  djminionfioin  America.~Knerfj:etic  Councils  of  Pitt's  Adniinistrw 
Hon  in  F.n  gland,  -lie  view  of  the  resuurca  ofb.ith  parlies  in  the  final  c//i- 
te.it.— Plan  of  the  campaign  against  Canada,  lie  Montcalm's  /ilan  of  de- 
fence and  enumcraiiji.  of  his  regular  and  ini'iliafirce.  Arrival  of  a  liri' 
ti<h  feet  and  army  near  Quebec. -^^  Defeat  of  (General  IVolfcat  Monlmot  •iici. 
— JJis  glorijus  victory  and  death  on  the  plains  of  Abraham  before  (Quebec.  — 
Surrender  of  iluebec  — Operations  of  the  other  divisions  of  the  llritish  forces. 
^Capitulation  of  (Quebec.  — Cession  of  Crnada  to  threat  Urilainby  France,  at 
the  Treaty  of  Paris,  17J3.  -  Rejlections.  -  Deplorable  state  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Canada,  at  the  Conquest,  and  tjl'orls  of  the  llritish  Covernmcnt  for  their 
relief— Paper  Currency  of  Canada  under  the  Fiench  Government.  Abuse 
of  the  confidence  of  the  Coloni.ds  in  this  currency  by  the  Intendant  liciion, 
and  its  utter  depreciatiun,  by  the  sudden  dishonour  of  his  Hills  on  the  Trea- 
sury of  France.  — The  liritish  Government  obtain  the  redemption  of  the 
Canada  Paper  Currency,  by  France,  after  the  Casion,  at  the  rat:  f  about 
four  per  cent.— Canada   established  as  a  separate  Covernmcnt   under  the 

name  of  Quebec,  and  General  Murray  appiinte  '  (;overnor JUs  liritannic 

Majesty's  Proclamalion  of  the  year  lTu:J,  encouraging  liritish  Settlers  by 
the  promise  of  the  immediate  intnjdiiction  of  the  Laws  of  England,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  House  of  Assemb'y,  so  soon  as  circumstances  might  permit. 
Wisd'jm  and  policy  of  this  Proclainati.jv,  showing  the  intention  of  JUs 
Majesty  to  render  Quebec  a  liritiah  i'rovince  in  fact  as  well  as  in  name. —Ra- 
pid progress  of  liritish  Settlement.  F^stab'ishmcnt  of  a  I'less  at  Quebec 
and  diffusion  of  Britiih  pri7iciplei.—lntroductiijn  of  the  Laws  of  England 


4 


XII 


INTRODUCTION. 


and  erectijti  of  Courts  of  Criminal  tuid  Ciiii  Juri  ilictuii,  I'.irrfi'Hi  ofu 
Court  of  Chancery.— 2sulural  disiiUisfiutijn  of  Ihc  new  St;bji:'-t.<  at  Iftfc 
changes  in  the  Lawn,  which  it  wa.i  prjpji,til  to  rcinnvt' Inj  Ic  ..[i mii  ij  ni.di- 
Jications  of  the  practice  of  the  Courts,  and  by  ifiiiirj;  an  i'.n^/i.Ji  i  Itmi- 
tion  to  the  ;iv///c(  generation.-— rrocecdiiigs  of  the  Cruw/i  lawyers  to  pre- 
pare a  modijlcution  of  the  Laws  of  Kng/and  f/r  Caiiaiht  li  trij^ua  of  the 
French  Canadian  Leaders  to  obtain  the  restoration  of  the  I'rench  uiuniciini!. 
Laws,  rendered  successful  by  the  Rebellion  of  the  old  Colonies.-  -  Vrogrci^s  of 
the  Disputes  between  the  liritish  Government  aiul  those  Colonien  till 
measures  of  coercion  were  resolved  upm.  —  Vreparutjry  to  host  il  Hies,  Cover- 
nor  Carleton  advises  the  restoration  of  the  French  Laws  in  (^nebec,  and  the 
establishment  of  the  Romish  Religion.  —  This  deplorable  pjlicy  ad  jpted  in  the 
year  1771.—  TAc  Act  11,  Ceo,  IIL  Cap.  83,  discouro^Ci  r.rili,h  Seitlen 
without  obtaining  the  expected  zealous  co-operation  of  the  Frmch  Canadi- 
ans againtt  the  old  Colonies,  which  derive  from  this  Act  new  motives  ami 
reasons  for  continuing  the  Rebellion. —  The  Province  of  ixuebcc  overrun  by 
the  rebels. — The  fort  of  Quebec  besieged  by  Arnold  and  Mont/^ontery.  -(Uil- 
lant  defence,  by  the  military  and  Rrilish  Settlers.— Apulhy  of  the  I'rci  ch 
Canadians,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  individuals  belonging  to  the  So- 
blesseor  Gentry  of  the  Province.  — The  remainder  generally  neutral,  but  the 
American  expedition  failed  more  from  want  of  money  than  of  men.  —  The 
British  Government  provide  Settlements  for  the  American  Loyalists,  in  the 
Haste  Lands  of  Canada.—ln  the  progress  of  those  Settlements,  the  Loyalists 
prefer  the  Upper  Part  of  the  Province  of  Quebec. —Pet itio?i  in  the  year 
1784,  subscribed  by  French  Canadians  and  English  Colonists,  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  House  of  Assembly,  and  the  introduction  of  part  of  the  Law; 
of  England. — Extraordinary  delay  of  six  years  in  proceeding  on  this 
Petition.— During  this  delay,  the  intrigues  of  injluential  individuals 
prevail  on  His  Majesty's  Government  to  divide  the  Province  of  Quebec  into 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada. — Consequences  of  this  impolitic  measure  referred 
to  as  the  subject  of  the  succeeding  Chapters  of  the  IVork. 

Canada,  originally  called  New  France,  afterwards  the  Province 
of  Quebec,  and,  since  its  division  into  two  Provinces  by  the  Act  of 
the  British  Parliament,  31,  Geo.  Ill,  Cap.  31,  sometimes  called  the 
two  Canadas,  is  the  principal  British  possession  in  North  America. 

This  immense  tract  of  Country,  lying  in  the  temperate  zone,  and 
chiefly  in  a  line  running  from  North  East  to  South  VVest,  was  finally 
ceded,  by  France  to  Great  Britain,  by  the  peace  of  Paris,  in  Februar}', 
1763.  The  glorious  battle,  on  the  plains  of  Abraham,  before  Que- 
bec, where  the  brave  and  enterprising  General  Wolfe,  died  in  the  arms 
of  victory,  12th  September,  1759,  produced  the  immediate  surrender 
of  that  strong  fortress,  and  led  to  the  speedy  subjugation  of  the  whole 
Country.  This  Conquest,  achieved  in  a  brilliant  manner,  and  putting 
an  end  to  French  dominion,  in  North  America,  with  all  its  vexatious 
consequences  to  the  old  British  ColoniiJs,  e;a'ited  the  admiration  oi'llic 
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i5rili^h  nation  for  sonie   liniL'  ;  but,  owing  to  various  can^^es,   whuli 
shall  be  herciifter  nientioneil,  it  was  very  niueh  ne;i;le«te(l,  e.\ev|.t  as  ii 
niilitioy  pi)sili()n,  lor    thirty  years  ;  when    the   asylum    which    it  was 
caU  ula'led  to  allonl  to  part  c^l"  the  ll*,yaliy,ts  who,  after  the  sueees^-lul 
Hil)rlli(in  of  the  old  Colonivs,  had  retreated   with  the  Uoyal    army, 
excited  the  attention  of  the  Ihiti^h    CJovernmcnt.     Its   relative  poH- 
tioii  to  the  I'nited  States  ;  i's   throwing  comnuTciid  importance;    its 
ahilitv  to  supply  the  West  India  Islanils  with  Lumberand  Pioyisions ; 
its  late  defence  against    the  American  forces,  aJid  the  uidinu'ted  ac- 
<()iiimodation  which  it  is  calculated  to  aH'ord  to   the   sm-phis   po])uI.'.- 
(ion  of  Cuxal    Britain   and  Ireland,  have   now    made    it   an  object. 
<tl" great  inijjortance  to    the  United  Kingdom,   and  to  the  interests  of 
(he  Hmpire  at  large.     Its  position  also,   with  respect  to   the   British 
Colonies  of  New  hrunswick  and  Nova-Scotia,  with  which  it  coninni- 
iiicates  by  land  and    by  water;  its  inland  Lakes,  the  sources  of  great 
rivers,  which  at  ditferent  points,  on  the  South  and  on  the  North,   pay 
tribute  to  the  majestic  St.  Lawrence,  raising  it  to  the  first  raid:  among 
llie  great  rivers  on  the  globe; — all  these  circumstances  destine  Cana- 
da  to   be  the  seat  of  a  great  Empire,  containing  probably  lii'ty   mil- 
lions of  souls,  characterised  by  IJritish  Laws,  Language  and  Institu- 
tions, and  allording  an  unbounded   theatre  for  human  civilisation  and 
improvement.     The  Canadas,  including  tl'ic  coast  oi"  Labrador  and  the 
Island  of  Anticosti,  lie  between  the  (iOtb  and  9()tb  degrees   of  West 
Longitude,  and  between  the  Ivkl  and  llJth  degrees  of  North  Latitude, 
rorming  rather  an  irregular  figure  upon  the  Map,  which  some  fancil'ul 
persons,  taking  in  view  Nova-Scotia  and  New  Hrunswick,  have  com- 
pared to  a  Camel  kneeling  to  receive  its  load.     The  w  hole  area  of  the 
Canadas  may  be  reckoned   two   hundred  and  lilty  thousand   stpiaru 
miles  :  they  are    bounded,    on  the  East,   by  the  Straits  of  Ikllisle 
and    the    Gulph    of  the    St.   Lawrence;     on    the    North    by   the 
Territories  of  the  Hudson's  Hay  Company  ;  on  the  West  and  South- 
west, by    the  United   Slates  and   llie  Indian  Tribes;    and  on   the 
South   and    Soutii   East    by   the   American   States    of    New  York, 
Vermont,  Newhampsliire  and   Maine,  and  l)y  the  liritish  Colonies  »)f 
New  Ihunswick  and  Nova-Scotia.     Their  boundaries  on   the  side  of 
the  L'nited  ^itates,  have  been  lately  settled  by  Commissioners,   with 
the  exception  of  the  line  between  Lower  Canada  and  the  new  State 
of  Maine,  now  the  subject  of  reference  to  the  decision  of  a  Sovereign 
friendly  to  Great  Britain  and  to  the  United  States,  the  Autocrat  of  all 
the  Kussias,  Xic/,ofas  the  First. 

Canada,  previously  called  the  Province  of  Quebec,  In  the  year  1 70 1, 
was  divided  by  His  Majesty  into  two  Provinces,  under  the  name  of 
Lower  and  U|)per  Canada  ;  and  diis  exercise  of  the  Koyal  Prerogative 
was  accompanied  by  an  Act  of  the  Parliament  of  (beat  Britain,  :;l 
Geo.  III.  Cap.  31,  giving  to  each  Province  a  Political  Constitution, 
which  may  be  said,  like  other  paper  Consliliitioiis,  to  contain  the  forms 
and  theory  without  the  substance  and  practice   of  that  of  En-lund- 
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'rin<  |H)'V(  r  orin.iliii!^  laws,  lor  (lu>  peace,  willjiri'  and  <;(t(t(l  i^ovnii- 
nu  n!  (il  i;i(  li  I'nn  iiuc.  imdii'  ccrlain  rcshnlioiis,  and,  savin;;  llir  in. 
lull  nl    liv.lil^   ol' (lie  Imperial  l'ai'liani(>nt,   was  by  this  Act   (-onleiicd 
njvMi  a  lliuisc  (»r  Assenilily,  eli'eted  by,  and  inlendetl  to  represent  llie 
proplc,  as  in  the  Hritisli  Mouse  of  Coinnions;   a  l.e;^islativ(<  Coinieil 
w  ill)  alli  iixiles  similar  to  those  of  lh(<  I  louse  of  Lords  (the  Alendiers  in 
liie  r.ir.ni  lime  lnioLT  appointed  for  life  I»_v  His  Majesty),  and  a  (i(»ver- 
ni  r.  Lieutenant  (iovernor,  or  presiding  Administrator,  r«'presintiii^  the 
Kini;,    a^sisll(^    by    an    I'xeenlive  Council,  like   the   IVivy   Council, 
app'.iinled  tlurinj;  pU'asnre.     The  operation  of  this  Act,  particularly  in 
the  Lower  I'rovinic,  bi-ini;  the  |)rincipal  subjiit  of  the  lollou  in^;  ( '|i.,|,. 
ters,  Mc  refer  «>nr  readers    to    them;    and    we  shall    proi'ccd    bridly 
to   stale  the  political  Divisions,  principal  Towns   and   Selllenienis   of 
Lower  Canada,     'ihis  IVovince  is  situatcil  on  both    banks  ol'  the  Si. 
Lawrenci'.  and  the  river  Ottawa,  and  is  at  present  chit'lly  inhabited  by 
a  p<»pnIalion  ol'  IVi-ncb  origin,  professing  the  Koniish  lieligion,  holding 
their  Lands  from  Si-igneurs  under  a  I'Vudal  Tenure,   regnlaletl  in  all 
I'ontrovcrsies  respecting  property  and  civil   rights   by  the  old  I'Vench 
laws;  and,  by  means,  of  an  ahnost  universal  snllrage,  |)ossessed  oflhc 
complete  eontroul  of  the  popular  branch  of  the   Legislature,  in  mat- 
ters ot  Legislation  and  rinance,     The  poj)ulatioii  of  Hritish  dcscint, 
C(|ually  subjected  to  the  I'Vcncb  laws,  and  to  the  new  regulations  ori- 
ginating in  the  popular  branch,  is  about  a  sixth  of  the  whole,  and  is 
located  in  the  projiortion  of  about  one  half  in  (he  Towns  and  Komaii 
Catholic  I'aris'.ies,  and  the  rest  in  'I'ownships  beyond  the  Seigniories, 
anil  cbictly  on  the  South   Last  of  the  St.  Lawrence.     As  mentioned 
in  the  Preface,  the   ii\hal)itants  of  these  Townships,   holding  their 
Lands  under  the  English  Tenure  of  Free  and  Conunon  Soccage,  arc 
not  rcpresenteil  in  the  Provincial  Legislature;  while  the   inilui;nce  of 
the  other  inhabitants  of  l?ritish  descent,  iii   the   general   elections 
throughout  the  Seigniories,  is  not  suHlcient  to  return  a  single  ]Mend)er 
devoted  to  tbeir  interests. 

This  Lower  Province,  agreeably  to  Lieutenant  (Jovernor  Clarke's 
rroclamation,  dated  TthlNIay,  l7J)'2,still  continues  divided  into  twen- 
ty one  Counties :  Caspr,  Corinvnl/is,  Devon,  Jlirt/didy  J)urc/icfitcr, 
Jhitkiii<};li(V)is/iirc,  l\ic/ic/ii'tt,  Bcdj'ordy  Siinri/,  Kent,  JIunth/odon, 
York  Montreal,  rj/im^Iiavt,  I.einster,  Wanviek,  St.  Maurice,  Jlaiiip- 
a/iire,  (iiuher,  Norllnimherlaud  and  Orleans:  Kighteen  of  which  send 
two  ]Mend)ers  each,  while  liaspe,  Bedford  and  Orleans  send  one  Mem- 
ber each  to  the  Provincial  House  of  Assend)ly.* 

Lower  Canada  contains  the  following  Cities  and  Boroughs,  besides 

•  The  House  of  Assembly,  owing  to  its  Freiicli  propensities,  lias  qjiar- 
rellctl  nnioli  with  tlie  Enjilish  nnines  >;iven  to  those  Counties  ;  and,  in  the  Kill  hilely 
iiuioituicd  for  a  new  Divi-ioii,  rrenili  names  were  substituted,  tiais  aHordinj;  one 
of  the  n-iHuy  spei'iiuoos  wiiieli  that  iucon^)ctunt  body  ha&  given  of  its  huklilily  lu 
•he  native  laujjuujjc  of  His  Majesty. 
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iniiny  Vilku^f'^  in  ibc  S.i'niiMiics  and  Townbip:*  f^  i  inc.  llu; 
pa-rnt  CapiVil,  sinialcd  cbiclly  on  a  InCiv  pnint  ol'  kind,  <.n  tlir 
N.irtlnvcst  side  ol'lbc  Si.  I,;i\Mcncc,  nearly  lour  Inindicd  nnlcs  iVoni 
its  nioutli,  very  strong  by  nature,  and  eoinplelely  lorlilied  by  av|,e.»n- 
tains  witliin  and  willioiit  ibe  CorlilicalionH,  alxtiit  Iwi-nty  ibotisiiid 
gonls;  and  sends  I'oiir  rc|)resentalives  lo  ibe  Assembly.  Mos  i  iika  r,, 
one  bnndred  and  eiglily  miles  above  (^lebl•c,  built  on  ibe  Ivi.t  side 
ol'an  Island,  Ibrnii'd  by  Ibe  jimetion  of  tbe  Si.  Laurence  wilb  ibe 
Ottawa,  tbe  water  boundary  between  botb  IVovinees,  conliiins  abmit 
twenty  live  tbotisand  itibabilants,   and  also   returns   loin-  .Members  ol 
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Of  this  population,  one  sixth  is  of  British  descent,  which  being  deducted      7(),.j().j 


Leaves  this  number  of  French  origin, 


'XiX  1  ■■t-i 


And  as  Upper  Canada,  by  a  late  Census,    has  been  found  to 

contain 1 7:,,000 

To  which,  adding  the  Knglish  in  the  Lower  rrovince,^ 7(),():j() 


Making  a  total  of .^ '^  l..j  r,:]0 

It  may  therefore  be  concluded,  that  of  the  whole  population  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada,  more  than  two  fifths  are  Subjects  of  Hriiish  descent,  distinj^uisliid  frota 
the  population  of  French  origin,  by  their  aHacbment  to  Kn^^lish  Liws,  Laiii^uagu 
•nd  other  characteristics:  indeed,  the  continuation  on  tlie  same  scile  of  emigration 
Which  has  existed  during  the  last  twelve  years,  must  make  the  Lfilish  iquafto  tlw 
French  population  before  the  year  1840. 
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As-sfMuhly.  'riiurr-I{fvi'.ns,  n  Rm/al  lioroii-  h.  sifuated  on  \\\v  Xoiil'- 
wcsr  side  (ti'ilic  river  St.  Minirici'  :il  its  <'(nitliiciut'  uidi  tlic  Si.  \,\\\\. 
rnici',  iHurly  midway  bifwrcii  (^iit'hcc  and  MorUrcal,  contiiins  sdxnit 
flirco  thousand  inlialiitaiit'!.  and  sends  two  rcpresiMitativt's.  Wij.liam 
IIkniiy,  al.-o  a  Koyal  Iii)roii<i;li,  situated  at  tlio  junction  oC  tlio  river 
Si)rcl  or  ("liaiMbly  uiih  tlie  St.  Lawrence,  in  Ilis  Afajcsty's  Sei<''ni()rv 
ol"  Sorel,  contains  about  twelve  liur.dred  inhabitants,  and  sends  one 
I\Iend)er  to  the  House  of  Assend)Iy,  thus  completinj;  the  fifty  Mem- 
bers allowed  iV.r  the  popular  branch  by  the  Act  of  the  liritiji  I'arlia- 
UKMit,  :il,  (leo.  HI.  (!ap.  'Jl. 

Ainonp;  the  unrepresented  Towns  and  Villages,  wc  may  mention  in 
the  SeiLrniories,  bej;iiuiin<;  with  the  North,  Ka.mouuaska,  a  place  i'rv- 
<iuenled  for  the  beiulit  of  sea  bathinj;  ;  Hkaui'OUt,  near  Quebec,  and 
Br.UTiiiKri,  jilaces  of  some  Trade;  L'Assomi'tion,  rather  declining; 
'i'errcbonuc,  havini;  some  Manufactiu-es ;  Dokciikstkh  or  St.  Johns, 
near  the  ibrt  ol"('liand)ly,  the  seat  ofa  Custom  House  for  importations 
by  the  route  of  Luke  C'hainplain  fn)m  the  United  States;  Lsi.e-Ai'x- 
NoiK,  a  stron;;  i(-rt,  contaiiu'ng,  besides  its  military  garrison,  a  feu- 
traders  and  mechanics;  LArRAiuiK,  opposite  Montreal,  a  sort  ofrest- 
ing  place  for  travellers  and  traders  from  the  United  States,  waitinjr  a 
passage  across  the  St.  Lawrence  ;  LaCimnk,   connected  with  Mon- 
treal by  a  beautiful  Canal  for  boats,  saving  the  risk  of  navigating  the 
rapids  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  containing  Stores  for  His  Majesty's  ser- 
vice and  for  the  merchandise  of  individuals  :  Point  Ci.airk,  and  the 
Cedars,  small  villages  at  present,  but  so  favourably  situated   as  to 
promise  imi)rovement ;  and  lastly,  on  the  line  of  the   St.  Lawrence, 
Coteau-duLac,  containinga  Custom-Houseto  superintend  the  inter- 
course of  the  United  States  and  Upper  Canada  with  the  Lower  Pro- 
vince.    Liland,  we  have  the  village  of  St.  Eustache,  on  the  route 
froi.i  Montreal  to  the  Settlements  on  the  Ottawa;  and,  in  the  same 
direction,  the  Lake  of  the  two  Mouxtaixs,  which,  with  the  vil- 
lage of  Louette,  near   Quebec,  and  that  of  Sault  St.  Louis   or 
CoGHNAWAc.A,  Opposite  LaChine,  and  Becaxcour,  near  Thrce-Ili- 
vcrs,  forms  the  principal  residence  of  the  Itoman  Catholic  native  Li- 
dians,  under  the  special  protection  of  the  King.     The  Village  of  St. 
Andrews,  as  containing  an  Ej)iscopal  and  a  Presbyterian  Church,  a 
Paper  Mill,  and  other  incipient  establishments,  should  be  mentioned, 
in  connection  with  the  rising  Settlements  which  gradually  spread  be- 
tween the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Ottawa.     On  this  river,  the  Grcn- 
ville  and    Pudeau   Canals   now  carrying  on   at  the  expense  of  the 
Imperial  Government,  with  views  of  Military    defence   and   interior 
communication,  are  promising  great  encouragement  to  Settlements ; 
and  it  is  probable  that  a  writer,  undertaking  a  slight  view  of  Lower 
Canada,  in  the  year  1850,  will  find  it  his  duty  to  notice  fifty  Villages 
bet^en  Montreal  and  the  Lake  Chaudiere  on  the  Ottawa  ;  on  tlic 
Upper  Canada  side    of  which,  in  1827,  was  founded  Bytown,  the 
commencement  of  the  Rideau  Canal,  connecting  the  waters  of  Lake 
Ontario  with  those  of  the  river  Ottawa. 
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In  the  Townships,  on  the  South  I'ast  of  Monfr«\l,  whiih  nrr  inha- 
bited by  about  forty  tliousand  souls  of  i'rilisb  descent,  and  ebielly  en- 
gaged in  Agriculture,  there  are  several  nourishing  Villages,  including 
JjiiKiumooKK,  where  the  District  Court  and  (laol  of  St.  I'Vancis  were 
recenily  established  ;  but  the  present  state  of  those  Townships  allbrd-s 
no  satisfactory  criterion  to  judge  of  their  capabilities,  tvlioi  l/iri/  s/i/ill 
have  ohldincd  Eii^/ish  /rttiv?,  a  due  share  in  the  Pri.vinrial  licpresoitd- 
Hon,  and  Public  Of/ices  for  the  Ucgistraliun  of  all  mulalious  of  Real 
Ustiite  and  f/icumbra tiers  tlicreon. 

Though  the  state  and  politics  of  the  Lower  Province  are  the  prin- 
cipal objects  of  the  following  sheets,  wc  shall  slightly  allude  to  those 
of  L'pper  Canada. 

The  I'pper  Province,  having  rapidly   extended  its  settlements,  has 
undergone   a  variety  of  divisions   into  Counties,   and   the  nund)i  r  ol^ 
Mend)ers  of  the    House   of  Assembly,    has   gradually   extended  to 
forty-four,  in  this  present  Parhament,  elected  in  the  year  182i. 

The  principal  Towns  are  York,  the  scat  of  Govenmient,   situated 
rear  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  about  450  miles  above  Quebec. 
Besides  Barracks  for  Troops,   and  various   (Jovernment   buildings,  it 
contains  a  handsome   Church,   and  several  neat  private  Houses  :  its 
population  has  been  reckoned  2000  souls;  but  it  is  neither  consider- 
ed well  adapted  for  a  Capital,  nor  for  a  Connnercial  ICmporium  :  this 
City  returns  one  Member  to  the  Assembly.     Niagara,  at  the  West 
and  of  Lake  Ontario,    and  about  525  miles  above   (Quebec,  notwilh- 
itanding   its  entire  destruction    by  the  American   tlcr.eral  Maclurc, 
during  last  war,  has  been  rebuilt,  and  is  a  well  situated  and  thriving 
place  of  trade.     Qukexstown  is  a  place  of  great  importance,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Falls  of  Niagara,    which,  interrupting   the  navigation,  re- 
quire the  landing  of  all  Merchandise  and  Stores,   and  their  transpor- 
tation by  land,  about  ten  miles  to  Chippewa,  on  the  River  Welland, 
leading  through  the  Grand    River  into  Lake  Erie :  this  portage  will, 
iiowever,   be  rendered  unnecessary,  by  the   Wclland    Canal,  a  great 
work  now  rapidly  advancing  to  completion  under  the  joint  auspices 
of  the  Provincial  Government,  and  of  a  private  Company.     Return- 
iog  toward.s  Lower  Canada,  we  find  the   large   Town  of  Kingston 
385  miles  above  Quebec,  near  the  egress  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence 
from  Lake   Ontario:  this   Town  was  commenced   by  the  American 
Loyalists  in  1784,  and  has  rapidly  increased  in  Population  and  Com- 
merce, and  in  Military   and  Naval  importance :  it  was  the  great  Na- 
val  Depot  during  the   late   war,   when   Naval  predominancy  v.as 
contended  for  by  the   late  Sir  James  Lucas  Yeo,  against  the  Ameri- 
:jcan  Commodore    C/ianucei/,  and  when   Ships  of  the  Line  first  sailed 
Iftiid  fought  upon  the  inland  Seas  of  Canada.  Kingston  is  commanded 
py  a  strong  Port  on  Point  Frederick,  which  protects  its  Naval  Docks, 
pud  the  vessels  of  war  now  laid  up  in  ordinary,  in  charge  pf  Comino- 
JBoic  Banit;,  Uit  Naval  Conunisiioner. 
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Altiur  nml  l>i  titw  Kiiu^^Mi'n.  m;mv  |ilii(rs  in  l'|)|i(i-  (';m;iilii  me 
ri>.ii\i;  III  Cnmiin  icijil  iiii|miiIiiiii  r,  liulli  on  llir  llivti  S|.  I.iumium 
mill  in  iiili«!i«l  silnalioiis  ;  (',/>»;■;.  liit'i.  I'iruDtl,  Ihoi/nu//..  /I//,/. 
iv>is(,)n'ii,  l.<nhiiyt<r  (in<l  Vnlli,  (ire  lliiiviii'!;  SrdlriiK  ills.  Iiiivnr; 
Cliiin  lii>M.  Silidols,  ('(Mill  hoiixrs.  iiiul  I'tist  ()lli<i,s,  l(i(i«  k\  illc  li.is  a 
«c»!vlv  \'i'u  spMprf.  {he  lh(hkville  /I'n  (ixA  ;.• 

Inili'ctI,  t1i)<  l'<i|Hiliitii)ii  ol'  lYp*'<'  (iiiKiilii  litniis  ii  ciiiilriMl  It*  lliii 
v\  llic  l,»»t\rr  ProviiM'r.  in  jivnicnil  i  (Iiiciilidn  mmiI  luiihlv  t'l  in- 
Conn.ilitin,  nu»ri'  |»;n(nul;iily  uiili  icspct  l  |m  |);i(siiijr  cvcnl-;  iintl  I'm- 
\ii\(i;il  r.tlilir:.  1  iviiliii;%  in  llicsc  ir'-prcl'^,  llicir  Anuiiom  iHii'jiltmii ,. 
Tlic  l'|)|U"r  ('iiMiitliilii'*  JUT  nl<(»  iiinlnlidus  nl  Ollirc.  rilln  r  in  ilic  Mi. 
Ii'i.i,  or  in  llic  CimI  and  l.cjii.lalivc  l)i'|)inlni(  iils  ;  in  tlii-i  IjisI,  tin- 
<lailv  allowanci'  li»  llu'  IMrnihris  »»|'  (Im>  Ass(  inhly,  a|'|)(ar,->  u  Iniiirnl 
stinuilns.  inron^islcnt  «ill»  lln'  analo;4i<  s  »»l'  llic  I'dili^li  ( 'tinsliliilinii, 
aiul  wlnCIi  ll.l^  hnmijil  into  tlir  itopnlar  hinmli,  many  pnor  iM»inli  is 
iiU'>nip(Mrnt  lo  Ii';\islalr  on  llir  properly  of  iho  IJcrlois.  An  ai;',ii 
nicnl  on  ihis  point,  may  bo  raisoil  iVom  flu*  grnnal  povnly  ol'  m  w 
Sctllomonts ;  but  if  slill  romains  lo  l)o  shown,  Mlicllior  an  nnptnd 
Houso  ol'  Asxo\nl)Iy.  in  I'ppir  Canada,  wiaild  nol  he  moic  nM'Inl.  as 
«(ll  as  moiv  rospo(  fal)!(',  llian  ono  rciH'ivin^  pay,  and  in  lliis  lospcol, 
ilin^sfod  of'  ll\al  la'f^islal  vc  imicpondcncc  wliirli  sirms  iimst  roiigiiii.il 
to  tlii>  Hrilisli  Constitnlion. 

'I'lio  <lni\alion  and  moanin}:^  of  llir  word  Canada,  tlio  name 
of  (Ills  Country,  rnHMMpially  siilijorls  ol' conjocliiro.  On  llio  arii- 
\al  ol'  J,u(pirx  (\j>tii),  at  tin;  iiai/  (fo  Chclcnis,  llio  Indians,  in 
answcrini;  ilio  sicns  l>y  vliich  lio  inlimalod  liis  di'siro  fo  know  tlic 
namo  ol"  iho  Coiinlry,  I'rociuonlly  ropoalod  an  arlii'ulalcd  sound  wltinli 
ihi-^  ('aiuMrnl  Friauliniau  i'ompaml  (o  tlic  Spanish  words  "  ac  t  ikuIh," 
"  tiothinj;  liori'."  llaviiif;  bnai  disappoinU'd  in  his  cxpi't'talioii  of 
(.■idiiii;  i:old  ami  silvca-  in  iho  Country,  he  was  lonipUd  lo  snppo'sc 
thai  tlu'  Sjianiards  had  liirmorly  visited  it:  and,  liio  jircHions  imials 
boinj^  llio  objiHls  o['  tlioir  si>arch,  thoy  iiiij;ht  havi*  ('ri'(|tu'nfly  repeal- 
ed "  iica  iiaa'ij,"  wliiili  tho  Indians  roi'ollectiiifi;,  would  naturally  re- 
peat to  adventurers  of  similar  appearance.  Less  i'aneiriil  eiu|uireis 
iui\e  derived  the  name  Canada,  I'roin  tiic  Indian  word  Kanata,  sig- 
iiii'\ing  ••  a  coUixlioii  cj  huts." 

•  Till'  C.inmla  rompniiy,  inrorporBfrd  in  tlip  yonr  lB?n,  liavinji  ptirclmsrd  from 
the  lmi)iri;il  Govcrnnunt,  the  Crown  Hi-si'ivos  ami  otlur  wasli-  lands  in  I'liiicr 
fiiimtla,  is  now,  luuitr  il)«'  MipoiintiMKlancc  of  Mr.  CJ  tit,  incronsinj^  lliu  sflili'inrni 
i>l  nirtoy  ni>j:Iocfi'il  parts  of  iliat  rioviiu'c.  IViuch  ^rood  imliTii  may  bf  t'xpi'riid 
funu  a  l."i>rporation,  wliiili  cm  enly  reap  a  t'onipt'nsaliiin  for  the  fnipiiiyint-nt  of  la- 
pilal  fmin  an  increase  of  population  and  indnstiy  in  the  I'rovince,  lo  pioniotv  inid 
frti-ili(iUO  ^vliich,  p;i>oe  comniiinieations  hy  ^«iid  and  by  watfr  are  in'cessiiry,  as  ivcll 
as  enoiniia;;enicnt  to  concentr.ition,  by  foiiiuling  'I'owns  lunl  Vilinj^es,  in  fuvonralilr 
and  lindihfiil  sitnatiims.  This  (.niupaiiy  liavinji  identilicil  its  prosperity  with  ili.it  . 
of  I'ppcr  Canada,  connrrted  witli  ilie  Lower  I'roviiice,  by  Oeo^i.iphical  jiosititn 
«nd  coir.ii-tiinication  with  the  sea,  iliouid  feci  an  inteiue  interckl  in  the  cuucern:>  of 
Uioae  I'tovinccs. 
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'I'lii;  romilrv.  including,'  llir  uli.tlr  Const  of  tlic  Ciilph,  ftf.pcrirH 
tl>  liavr  l»'  n  lii-t  (iHci.vricd  liv  »li«'  rrlibrafcd  Italian  adviiitiiiiTS 
Jn/i'i  and  Sr/,.nliiiii  Cthnl  i  and  some  iviiliiH  liavc  cndcavonii  d 
to  ^r.r  II  arrnrdinj^ly  tin*  nanir  oI'Caiuhm  'lln-y  S'lilfd  un- 
der a  ( ■••Mimis^imi  lioin  lIl'SlllY  TIIK  NKVKNIII  Ol  I  ,  S<.  I.  A  M  I) ;  aiid 
their  piiiiii|>al  nltje'l  wiis,  |>y  a  Norfli-H(st  eoiiise,  to  n  ai  li  the 
East  lN.!ns  or  Chnni,  tlie  laltrr  Coiinliy  In  in|^'  tin  ii  eallt  il  (  >- 
TBAV;  and  Sr/xislidii  i'lihnl,  ahoiit  llic  year  i,iir  ihuit.iiixl  /'un 
kknilinl  nil'/  iiitirl.y.r/i[/it,  '\^  supposed  to  liave  explond  hotli  thu 
ftii//'/i  of  //if  Sf.  /.,iniriir(',n\H\  tJie  Atlanli(  Coat,  willioiit,  jiowi'- 
VCr,  talsin;,'  rdrniid  pos^e^sion  oC  the  Count  \  or  alleinplin},'  atiy  set- 
tlcnieiil.      Meantiiiie,  I'liANt  K,    li'li  in  infcinal  icsom n  .<,    v\i||i  a  po- 

{lUlaiinii  peeiiliarlv  afta.lied  to  their  liiic  ('(Miiifry,  It  II  little  Jitiihilion 
br  Nil.  h  i.scanlies;  and  it  waseliiilly  llie  personal  jealousy  of  Iuan- 
OlH  iiii:  nitsT,  roused  l)y  the  picli  iisions  of  Spain  and  rortii<,Ml  to 
Irtonopolise  tlie  new  world,  wliieli  prodnceil  tlie  first  1  reneli  voya^'tr 
of  di.eovi  ry.  Il  ilv,  wliit  li  pnidiieed  tlic  splendid  diseovery  of  a|»- 
plyiii;;  the  pid/irlfy  ol'tlie  ina;^Mief,  nnder  the  iiieehanistn  and  name  of 
the  Maiim-i's  CitwiHiss,  to  purposes  of  iiavi).;)itlon,  alsf)  supplied  tlif; 
best  navi^'iftors;  and  .loiiN  Vkiuiazani  was  the  Italian  chosen  \)y  fimi- 
cit,  tt»  open  this  new  carei-r  ol"  ainhition,  who  alter  various  attempts, 
in  which,  acroriliuf^  to  CJinrli'voix,  lie  discovered  I'lmiiln,  aiitl  fin  nc(; 
saUiii^'  haciv,  around  thi!  American  (loast,  to  thu  lirteenth  (leM;i(  e  of 
latitinle,  there  took  formal  possessie)ii  of  the  (Country,  callin;^  it  "  La 
Nouvi;i.f,i:  lwtANf:K,"  "  Ni;w  FitANrK."  Kctiirninj^  to  I'rancc  in  tlio 
year  1. 72 1,  with  no  specimens  of  the  |)recious  metals  nor  of  vahialdr 
merchandise,  nor  even  enahled  to  {)res(!nt  ut  (lourt  strange  men  or 
Other  objects  of  interest  or  curiosity,  Vcrrnzdrii  was  coldly  received  ; 
and,  with  more;  j)articular  instructions,  he  resumed  his  voyajjjc  of  disco- 
very ;  hut  lie  had  no  sooner  reached  the  Continent  of  America, and  at- 
tempted to  correspond  with  the  Natives,  tlian  he  excited  their  jealou- 
sy, and  lost  his  life  in  an  affray.  This  unfortunate  result,  and  the 
arduous  concerns  of  Vravcia  in  Europe,  who  was  taken  [)risoner  io 
the  year  l.'52,'>,  at  the  battle  of  I'avin,  prevented  further  attem[>tH  till 
the  year  l.^lM' ;  when  the  ex[)erience  f^radually  o})tained  in  fishinfj 
voya<;es  from  St.  Maloes  to  Newfoundland,  had  prepared  nativi! 
Frenchmen  to  undertake  discoveries  on  the  American  (Joast.  From 
this  period,  therefore,  wc  liavs  distinct  accounts  of  the  progress  made 
in  the  discovery  and  settlement  of  ('anada. 

This  year,  Jaapies  Cnrt/cr,  an  experienced  Navigator,  was  Com- 
missioned by  Francis  the  First,  King  of  France,  to  continue  the  dis- 
coveries of  Verrazai/i,  and  endeavour  to  render  them  advantagecjus 
id  the  Kingdom.  Leaving  fit.  Maloes,  on  the  I'Oth  of  April,  h  j 
oiastcd  great  part  of  the  Gul[)Ii,  which  lie  afterwards  named  St. 
JLaxvrcnce,  taking  formal  possession  of  the  Country,  and  returning  to 
France  with  two  of  the  Natives,  but  without  any  specimens  of  thve 
precious  metals,  which  were  the   primary  objects  of  European   cupi- 
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ilil^         Pi     <  nil  ||m  i    nil'    iN?it<tfni  1i.     in  \  iHId  Ii  04,    i1f>  pfiii  In  d     IhiiiiIm 
(.•IliMniif   \>\\,    «  ilh  tliii  r  \  (  I't  |u.    till    (III)  I 'f.  I't  iii|i    iiiil\    I   'n  ).ii. 
I<nit)i«  n,  «  .(III  i)    llir  ( •  I  rM/>i'r    / />  '  "  rif  ,•  itiiil  li«)    m  im    id  i  iiiit|iiM  ii  •!  in 
(1m^  \i<Mliir.  Im   XI  inn    \  immi;*  |'i  iiI  Ii  iiiiii.  ih  \  iiIiuHi  cm,  iiihI  Im  llir  t  n  '< 
Ni)li\r^,  ti<  inli  I  I'l )  I)  I  II  it  iiii<  1 1  Ml  lii'il  till'  <  It)  1 1  ill,  t<ti  I  III'    li  v|m  !il 

I')     *»7.    TiMi"  <■''<  #'.  !'«'  I'lUiU  il  il   III  II  lliMiilv   ;  Mini,    liiiiii   ||n'    mhmm'  i  iuii 
I  nil  m  r  i>l    loni',     lu-  «  illl«  il     llir   l^liiinl.   hum      Kiiomm     |i\    lliriiiliin    il 

Nnliiii'-li.     /    f >>r"'f' /»i'»».       1 'iMi(iiiniii(i  lim    j<iii)'ii 'jm,     lir     n m  In  il  iIm 
(innuli  I'l    nl.iici     Will    niniiiini      Ni<i  lliu  in  •!'>    niln     llir    ''7.    I  nui  r>ii  • , 
III    u  liii  h  l\r  ,'iili'pli  •!     |ln    linlnin  niinic     S-nut  <ini/,     m  liii  li    il  ^lill  i< 
1.1 1  in.        I  r;<npj    In  M  •  I  I  lln  II.    In     |<i  m  i  i  il<  il  in  liii  IhmiH,  u  ill)    In  i 
« I'Innli  «'i  4.  in  vnnili  nl    uinlri   ijninliiH.  imil,  nn  llir  Mill  nl    Nrpli  in 
I'll .  1 1   II  |ii  il  tin    >  I  III    i>l  (  )i  I  II  r.  x^  1 1  Ml  I  luniii'  liim  In  m  Imn  ilnlU   n 
I  I  il't  il  li»  I  III'    »  v»  1:1111, iliiMi  "  <  )<  I  I     Hi  r,'    nltrii  il     Itv  nnr    nl    Im«  S.ii 
ii'i -.  I'l     >.i'  In  i>r  tlir    I'lilil    jiiMiii  III    liiinl,  uliiili  itnir    iiil\tini«'i  immI 
«  iMil<;irl  "i  the  Imii  nl     Miinnl   nl    (lir   Kimi.       Iliir    lin  Inniiil     tin  inli  i 
bill  il  \  ill.»|i»',    »  Ini  II  iln-  lnili;ni'^  t  ;illi  tl    Si.mmimni   ;   iiinl,    iiiinll>i 
X  illi»>V«\  ill   lli»    niiMilli  nl    tin-     ln\i  i.  innv     i  iilli  il   .S7.  ('//,/»/,  k.    In    I, ml 
upl«i«nl    Im'.    liUf;*!  Xi'-'^il'^.   llir  (<   iitiiif    trni  f\li/i      I !•  nuiin  \,  |[^li\ 
s,»ilril  n\  ll\«-    /'"?,'>//.<>;,  n^*  l;n   ,t«    lliiit  rvpMnm'  (il    llin  Hi\«i,  u  lin  li  i, 
no«   «  iillril    l  .-il,-    SI.   l\'ht.       Iln  m  r  |inrsnin|i    Iim  \iniijii>    in  Itoiil  , 
In-  rr:\«lir«1  il  \  ill;n;«'.    «;i11i  il  Im   tin'     Inilnins    llm  iiii  m;A,    •^ilnnliil 
»i]>nn  !in  Uhtnil  nl  tln>  In.M  ni    n   MiMinliiin.  uliuli  IihI  lie  niHcd   M^iiit 

/»'.-).)/,  (lt«'  tMUMH  nl    llic  |>ir«('n(   niunr  nl    AIoniiii  At  . 

n;nin<>  Inmnl  lln'  Inili.nvi  r\  n  v  wliiin  liinnllv.  inni  iiirlinril  In 
«'Onsnln  InuiMll  i\\\\]  liix  »i«'«  ^i\|Miinr  In  Iminun  In  iii(jy,  Im  IrU  Mmi 
I>^\»1  .  nn«1.  vtMinniu'T  In  ll<r  w  n»(nvinfv  |>miinil  iil  llm  ninnlli  nl  liu' 
,*>..  (''.7'7.  v.  nn  llir  in\ni\»-is;n  \  Irslixnl  nl  (l\r  llnU  V'ins«,  Intiillnl 
u  .*^.  C''.M  ll<iu''<'m  :  «liirr,  on  (lin  I. M  li  nl  Nn\i>nilHi,  ^  cA/ .</(//»•.  j 
Ins  \nNs»K  Mtii'  linvon  in. 

i'li>Mu:l\  llir  l\i\n  Im'i  ;unr  nji^  ij^iiltlr  for  Ciinnrn  n|i|»imil«'  (n  .Si, 
l''i-v>i\  n.n'onni.  nn  iW  T'M  i'l  lilniiiirv.  Jlir  it  r  rmiinncil  linn  linn 
(ill  llu"  cntl  nl"  MiUvh  ;  ;\n«l  i(  «i«s  ni\l\  nn  llu'  lil'lh  nl"  A|»ril,  (litil  iIk 
\»  >>rK  «nr  pnltH'tU  disingnfinl.  During;  llin  «iii(rr,  lie  liiiil  Ini 
(>*i-n(\  tivi^  nun.  Im  tlic  s«nr\y.  «lii»'h  nuliHi'il  Ininin  (lisiiinntlr  nm 
nl  1u>  xtNvi-K;  iiiul.  Ii;uln<'.  «lr«'n\»'jl  nii  l>niU«l  the  C'liiil  nl  (Im  Imli- 
an  \  ill;\!:»\  \w  s;nU  il  ln\  I'linui^  nn  tlio  (ilh  nl'  IMny;  uiul,  prnccriliii;; 
>lo«K.  ui:li  ibo  Ml  «  nl  nhsnvnp;  llu'  Cojisls  niul  IsIhihIs  nl  llm  Hi 
\ci  aiul  (Vilpli.  lir  li  II  t\7jir  luur,  S'lU'fDinni'tnnl,  nn  llm  l!Mlii'i 
.^uno.  ;in»1.  navlunc  S(.  Maloos  o\\  (lio  l(>lh  of  Jul}',  lir  f>H'|)iin.'tl  iiis 
Ixt-pori  In  tlic  King  ol'  VVaiu'o. 

AOoi  tliis  >i;n.  ('.rV/Vv  \\ jis  lol\  K>iig  lo  oxpulijilo  in  vjiin.  n|i(in 
the  iuUantnps  lo  he  iltiivvtl  iVoin  rslahlisliing  a  Cnlnity  in  liis  luu 
ilisv\i\iMH';  ;  tnr  t].c  1  roncli  (.'nnrt  parliiipatiul  in  (Im  iiirnirtcl  n|)iiii- 
on  (luMi  |'>rc>;\lonl.  lliai  such  distant  I'nunlrii's  only  as  loiilaimil 
uiinos  nl"  (lold  and  Silver  \mmv  worth  luisscssinij.  In  (lir  yt^ar  \riU\ 
no*n\ei.  having   ;iuccceUcd  in  rccomiuciuling  his  projects  to  ccrluia 
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l)l''  pMll  III  l\      llllM    |l<< 
1)1   Ml|l       I<mI  \       I     'I  I    li'l' 
l<  IH      IK  )  l<in|ltll.ll  ll    I'll 
(til   :.  1111)1    tl\    lllr    I  ))  II 

iil|'l),  HI)   llir    1)  ^-In  mI 

II  iiiii  ll))'    Miiini'  I  mil 
I'M  M     ||^    till'  iiiiiiii    I'l 

I  '!4.  Iir  ll  11  Id  ll  ll'i 
(m  Hit  •*«V.  /  »nc)<  '/I  .  , 
ni/,     »i  III)  ll    il   '^tiil  I ' 

III    llH    jlOlll'),    K  illl     III  i 

I  till    Mill  III    ^•l  |ili  III 

;H    III!  II    1:11)1  llnli\     II 
I       ll\     IIDI       til     lllw    S.ll 

(III  ll'    iiilv  iini  r<i  Mini 
r    lii>  Ittiiiiil     nil  Mill  I 
I  iiNl    :    :iiiil,    III  III   ll'i 

I  .S7.  i'lnnl.  V.    Ill'  I. Mil 
}'<  lih      III  I  iiniK  \.  mill 

II  llit>  |{  nil,  u  lilt  ll  I . 
liH  Mi>  iijir    III  liiMil  , 

liHItl'l  Ai:  A,     ■jilliiilt  ll 
I  liHl  111'  nillril   M.'iii 

III  \i  . 

ill\ ,    mill    illl  lini  ll  III 
I  lit  inijij.  Ill'  Illl   Mull 
ll   llir     iiiuiilli  nl    illl 

ltl|\     (  'itlSV,    III'    I   llllt  ll 

Mriiilii  I ,  (  {lid  .'I  If  If. ) 

iiori  mnitmili'  fi»  Si, 
irniiiiiii'il  liiiii  illl  ll 
il'lli  ol'  /\|iril,  lliiil  illl 
u  iiitn  ,  lir  IiikI  In  i 
hiiu  111  ilisinnntlr  om 
ic  Cliit'l  ill  (lie  liiili- 
liiv ;  luul,  |irof(M'(liii ; 
\u\  Islands  ol  (lie  Ivi 
'mill,  «>M  llu'  Mllli  III 
.Inly,  Ijo  f»n'|)ai».'<l  lll^ 

liUinlo  in  vain.  n|i()n 
a  Ciilony  in  Iiis  iu'« 
\  ilu'  inrniri'fl  o|iiiii- 
s  only  :is  I'ontainril 
;.  In  (Iio  year  \r)U\ 
js  projects  to  certain 
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Npitiliil  liiiliv  iilii  ih.  Ill    mIiIiiiihiI  (III  ii|i|i'iimImi»  III    fi--   (ni'liiiii   (.rnniif, 
llliili  I    l'»iiii\i<li  ll,   III    Hiiifiir,   \rn'iiiiii    •!<■     It,<l,,  ,  viil  t    vAiit     \\\\<i   Mill 
ItlJu-iiiiii  ll.  Im     I'niiiihllir     //;■,/.  iM    \  IM  p. V     iiii'l    I  .iMili  mini   (  .mm  i  il 
ill  (     \  s  All  A.    Mm  III  t  All  ^.  tS  I  . 

/;../.«  I  nil  \Mi'i  ill  I'liDi  ll,  liv  iiti'  xj"  •  '"I  'll""  iiIlM^.  •'•nine  lliM  v«  -ir  ; 

lull    III     til  -^llllll  III  ll    <■"»'"'.«  llM,    lllll  I    II     i-lnlMiy      VMVHl'l  ,    Mill  Ik 'I    Sf. 
('rills        MlllllMIII.      MM    illl         "Illl    III       Alll'llvl.       IMkI.    |.l.l«    I    .    iJMllf        l(|MMM»U 

i'lHir  ll  III' III  y.  III-  Imill  II  ll'i  I  III  illl     III' III  ill  mI    ii  •  uuiII   IIi/i  i,  v,  Im  Ii  lie 

Cilli  1 1  (  /null  '.finiii  "  ;  «  In  ir   In    |i  ll  ii  ('  ill  i-im ml  n  lnim  'I  |m  I  (  ili»  »  . 

Ill   llir     \iill      I  '>  I  I .    Iln/iiiiti/     Illl    riiihii.     \\i\\i     live     vcyi  h     VM  II 
inniiiiiil  iiml  I  ijiii|)|ti  ll.     Ii;n  iiij^    Cutlirt   ii  ■.     i  Im  I     I'llnl     '>(    i   omlifl'ii. 

Mm   ll     I  iillllllllll   llllM    I    sl^K    III    llir    lll.lMMI  III      III  I  OlMll-;    III     lIlK    V'lyiin'     . 

|»U»  "•  ii|i|inii-4  lliiil,  I  illii  I    MM  llic  M'liiil  or  (   All    r.m  Ml".  (idi'iMnily 

C'itHl  l|     /.''■      IIdI/ii/i,    mi    Mil    illl     llll|iillillit;    (    Mil    I    III     Illl     (,i|||ill    '^.1      |,,nv 

rSlii  I  .     /^)/|<  ;  r<//  null    Jii^  iN^m  iiili -4     Iniill  ii  I  n  I  ,    v.  Inii'     I'mlnt    ,•  ,m 

left     (  'lilMiminill  I  ,      «  Illl    II    llllllll  HUM      I',   MM    MM,      \'.  I   II       |  il  M  V  i  ^IMm  ll ,     Mil'! 

will)  Mill'  III  illl'  xi'iJii  U  III  Iiiii;mii|^  Im  iIiI'  I  ,>'|iI  iIiIimm.  Ituliriinl, 
liowi  Ml,  liii'liinil  lull  l<  In  I  iiimi,  Im  llir  |>iii|imsi!  ol  oiihiiiiMi;;  ii'l- 
clitiiiiiiil  I  III 'iiiiii|.M'iiiriil  mill  Si  nil  I'l. 

In  |lii>  \rm  I".!'/,  Ill'  liiiil  |iiMii'(lri|  u-;  (iir  »n  N'l  wloiimlj.ifiil,  |  *,  j  V 
Itnvili).',  lliH'i'  Slii|i-i  mill  I  v\  o  Iillllllllll  |iiixoiH,  licmili  •!  mi|i|ilii -t 
ut*  |)ro\  i'.iiiii'<  on  limiid,  ini  llic  in  w  Si  Itli'ini  ol  ,  ulno  In-  vvim  i\\<' 
ngrt't  iilily  siii|iiisi'il  lit  nil  rliii;M 'ni  lit  t  Mluiiiinj^  \.illi  lln  ri  in  hm- 
(ler  ol  llir  ( 'MliinMt>4,  wlioin  llir  iiiliM-:|iihilili'  n;tliir>'  nf  llif  (Coun- 
try«  lim  I  llm  ii>iii|;  ji  nloiHV  ol  till'  liiilimiu,  Ii,mI  imluf  i  r|  |r»  nlooi- 
doit  illl'  li'i'i  iHiil  lo  rniliiiik  lin  IVaini'.  Aiinrill»i'^  In  ihr  Ih-,- 
torniii  ('/iiii/'V'ii.i,  Itolinval  hi  iii{.^  a  nmn  of  firiiiiiCK>i  fiml  iiflf|r»--:<, 
pri'vnilril  ii|ioii  illl'  ^ll^iliv^^  lo  <  linii[i;n  tin  ir  fonisc,  anil  <.!•<!, n(\  liim 
III  Inllilliii^  illl'  iiistnirliiiiiw  ol'  llic  Kiii^^;.  Hnvinjjj  ri  •itori  d  ordi  r  in 
the  |Virii>iiin.  uliiili  In-  iif^ain  If  ll.  imdi  r  ('articr'n  coirirn.ind,  lie  di  <- 
pAtrlird  our  ol'  liin  Ollicus,  liiunrd  AI|ilioii-;r,  fo  exaininr  tlif  (  o;i-;f. 
of  I/Aiiii  AiioH,  ill  llio  vain  liopc  ol'  (iiidin{^;  a  |ia-;-;n(.7'  lo  llic  l.n-il  Jn- 
(lioH.  Mr  liiinsilf"  is  Klaird  to  liavi-  a^ccndi  d  llic  I'lvi  r  Sr.  LuAri  ni  i-, 
ond  III  have  mlcii'd  tlicKivcr  Sai^iunay  ;  hiil,  nolliin^  safi-ifrif  for/ 
has  rcaiind  lis,  on  llu;  snlijccl,  ol'  lii-i  |)roj;rrs«,  or  of  Iik  varioiH  voy- 
ages !o  Canada,  I'loni  (liin  year  lill  tlic  year  ].'l^'),  rlurini^  wliirli  in- 
terval, .I.K(jin's  Carliir,  ruined  in  licallli  and  in  forliifM!,  rcf.Nrri(.d  In 
Fnincc,  and  died  iic^Icclcd  by  his  thoiif^hflcHH  (!oijnrryrrifn. 

l{ohrrva!'rt  piirHiiit  of  discovery  and  senlernerir,  had  hcen  lonj^  in-  )  "10. 
terriijiled,  hy  llu;  duty  of  serving;  his  Kin^^  in  the  famoiK  «tri);.'trle  i'i,r 
power  and  ;;Iory,  hehveen  I'lain  is  tin;  Kt.  of  I'ranr  e,  and  Cliarlen  tin; 
5th  ol"  Spain  ;  hut  I'Vancis  hein;^  now  dead,  arid  »'if:  fronhles  of 
France  piieilii'd,  our  nohle  Adventurer  resurncfl  his  f'orrner  farcer ; 
Wpd,  nssoeiatiiif,' with  hiinseIC  hi.-,  hrotlier,  of  eijiial  rclchrit.y,  lie  em- 
barked lor  (Janadu,  with  a  numerous  train  (A  eofe'rprisin;^  yjun:^ 
men  ;  hut  tliey  were  never  heard  id"  afterwards,  the  whole  hvlu-j  ^n^,- 
posed  to  have  perished  at  sea.  Tliis  laibfortunc  destroyed,  tor  a  time, 
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nil  liopc''    of*  supporfln;^  nn    r'tnlilislimnit   In    Ciinndn  :  .'tinl,    ilnrltc 
lilfv  M';iiK,  iit>  imaMiri's   utrc  laUii    lor  smi  cdiii  inu;    'Ik*  *1<  vccmliiiii 
of  till'  \\\\   I  ii'iH  li  Si  ttltTN  ulio  liiul  riMiiiiinil  in  lliiit  ('(Hiiiii\. 

'I'lir  !Min(|ui>.  lU-  la  Kuilit*  was  ii|)|«iiiiti(l,  hy  IIkniiv  iiik  I'oi'Kiif, 
Ins  L'(  iiti-iiaiit  (ii'iural  in  Caiiaiia.  liiK'licla^M,  Xc.      ills  ('tniuiiisMM; 
In  llii'  lii>l,  \\  liirli  inalNcs  provision  t\n-  p:nli(ionin^'  flic  (li-i'o>rri'»l  land 
inio  Stij;iii«ni(  ,s  ami  I'liis.  to  lir  In  Id  iiiuUr    tln'  luiula!  'rinnic,  aiiti 
as  a  (■('n»|ii'nsati(>n  Ibr  militaiy  siTviii'  in  tlii'  fuld,  >vlu  a  nij'iiic  il. 

I  laving  ri'solvi'il  to  I'xaniiiu'  llu'  ('(Kintry,  luforo  tairyiii.'^'  on* 
many  ISrilU-rs,  lii'  I'lnbarki'd,  alonij  witli  al>otit  ;-i\ly  persons./ 
rit/iini  /oitiiiirs;  forty  t»l'  «lioni  lie  lamlid  on  Saiu.k  Im  am, 
a  plat'O  totally  nnlit  lor  cnltivafion.  lli-  next  n'rniuioitcrcil  llu 
nti|;Id)oiiriii^';  t'oast  of  Aradia,  uow  calK'd  Nova  StoriA  ;  and,  li:i\. 
iiij,'  c'ulliiti  (I  tlic  information  dt'i'iiutl  m-i'i'ssary,  lu"  ritnrntd  1 1 
Francf,  Ijcini;  pri'vcntcd,  by  tinipL'sfiious  Mi-atluT,  iVnin  cMruiiii:; 
liis  (li'.sij^n  of  witlidrawini;  the  lorty  persons  li-l't  on  Sid>li'  Island  ;  aini 
tuflvi'  niiscralilr  survivors  of  tliosi.'  nnrorfunalo  ptMtpk',  vvi-rt*  oiil', 
risrni'd  from  tluir  liopik-ss  situation  in  tlif  yiar  lf)0.").  l?nt  lli. 
I^Ianjitis  di'  la  lloilu*  was  not  iU'stim-d  to  rcsuinc  liis  cari-er ;  for  lii^ 
private  misfortunes  retained  In'in  in  IVance;  wlicrc  he  Is  said  to  lune 
fallen  a  vietini  to  disappointnient  and  chagrin,  soon  after  his  retnni. 
lf>00»  I^I-  Ciiauvin,  a  Naval  OHieer,  this  year,  obtained  from  Henry  tin 
r'onrlh,  a  Commission  granting  to  him  an  exclusive  trade  with  Cana- 
da, and  other  rights  and  powers  similar  to  those  conferred  on  the 
INIaniuis*  de  la  Uoehe  ;  and  he  associated  with  himself  I'ontgrave,  a 
sliilful  Navigator  and  Merchant  at  St.  IMaloes-  They  made  two 
gainful  voyages  to  Tauoissac,  near  the  n>outh  of  the  Saguenay  Ri- 
ver, carrying  on  an  extensive  trade  in  Furs,  with  the  Indians;  who, 
for  mere  trifles,  exchanged  valuable  Skins. 

While  preparing  for  his  third  voyage,  Chauvin  died  ;  and  Pierre 
Dugast,  Sieur  dc  Monts,  a  CaKinist,  received  from  Henry  the  Fourth, 
a  patent,  conferring  on  hini  the  exclusive  trade  and  government  (it 
the  territory,  situated  between  the  10th  and  the  4()th  degrees  of  lati- 
tude :  thouglj  himself  of  the  reformed  Religion,  he  was  enjoined  by 
his  patent  of  appointment,  to  convert  the  native  Indians  to  the  Ho- 
man  Catholic  Tenets.  To  this  gentLman,  and  to  M.  de  Chatte,  the 
(lovernor  of  Dieppe,  in  Normandy,  belong  tlio  credit  of  associating', 
in  their  schemes  of  Trade,  Discovery  and  Colonisation,  the  celebra- 
ted Samuel  de  CiiamplaiN,  who  founded  Quebec,  and,  by  his  per- 
sonal character  and  exertions,  contributed  greatly  to  render  Canada 
an  object  of  lasting  interest  to  France  and  to  European  Christendom. 

After  a  variety  of  fortune  in  establishing  trading  posts,  wliich  lie 
left  in  charge  of  his  associates,  in  L' Acadie,  now  called  Nova  Scotia, 
the  Sieur  de  Monts  lost  his  privilege ;  and  only  obtained  a  renewal  ot 
it,  by  agreeing  to  form  a  new  estJiblishment  on  the  River  St.Lawrence. 
After  this  engagement,  two  vessels  were  equipped,  and  placed  under 
the  couimand  ot  Champlain  and  Tontgrave ;  but  the  whole  year  >vu> 
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p„...,  ,,  ,,,  » ..1 <*  on  tl'i'  liir  Tiadi'  iVoin  Tadonssnc,  uhilc  the  ^va- 

Uiaii  Ciiionv  ttii'^  i>iiirered  tt»  ;;<>  to  ruin,  and  thai,  jtiopo.siil  on  the  St. 
l^ivvti  lice,  ttUN  dcla^i'd. 

Al  It  iiv'.<li.  •'^•""'''■'  ''*'  <  hamplain,  wlinse  laiid.ible  ninbitlon  w:»s 
not  t  iMiliiuil  to  (■(Miiiiierei.il  |iin  ^iiils,  resolvitl  to  elli'<  t  the  e>*lal»li«li- 
nu'iii  ediitiinpl.tfi  il  hv  the  rii-neh  Court;  and,  sniiiiig  from  iTance 
with  ilii.r  .'>lti|is  citiitaiii'iin  I'.nii^irantH,  he  entered  the  .St.  Lawivnee; 
and,  .It  till'  s|'"f  "lirie  thai  IJivrr  is  j  »iiu'(l  liy  lli«'  St.  Charles,  iiiid 
bceoiiu's  foiitr.ieti'il  in  ils  Ch.mnel,  In-  laiided,  ert'cted  hiils  li.r  hi^ 
SettK  r.s,  cleared  some  1-aiid,  sowtd  Wheal  and  Itu',  and  laiil  the 
louiuIaiioM  of  tlu'  City  of  (imhee,  the  Cipiti'  of  New  l-Vuuee,  on 
tht*   ill  of  .fiilv,  KIOS.* 

CIi.miii!aiii'«.  iiil'.nit  i-stahlishmcnt  soon  I'xeiti'd  the  cnriosity  of  va-  IhOW 
rioics  tril>es  of  Indians  ;  and //tc  M(iutiliiimrrs\  wlio  iiihahifed  tlu* 
lo»i  r  p.irt  of  tlu*  M.  Lawrence,  ihe  Al::;'»ii/niiis,  who  (wenpied  its 
•horr>  liom  (Jiu  lire  to  .^Iolltr(•al,  (I'r  llunxis,  whose  principal  resi- 
dence «as  on  Lake  llnron,  and  oilier  less  eonsidcrah'e  Iril.M's,  all  en- 
gllged  in  war  with  the.  Irnqnoix,  solicited  and  obtained  llu'  assistance 
of  the  IVeiich.  Without  foreseeing  the  conse<jiieiM;"S,  Champlai'i 
Cauglit  them  tlie  use  of  fire  arms;  and  even  joined  llieni  in  oH'cnsivc 
operation^  a;,';uiist  the  powerfnl  Irnrjuois,  or  i'ivc  i\a(ii>iis.  In  this 
thougiil.less  manner,  began  the  ruinous  coitests  between  his  Settlers 
and  the  Inxpiois,  who  afterwards  obtained  the  siijiport  «)f  the  Kiiglisli 
and  Dot  ell  Colonies,  and  continned  their  predatory  ami  cruel  war- 
fare with  little  intermission,  notwithstanding  the  conciliatory  eHorLs 
and  intiignes  of  the  Jesuit.^,  till  the  linal  subjugation  of  Canada  by 
Orcat  IJritain,  in  tlu;  year  IT.I!). 

Leaving  the  Colony  under  tim  command  of  Pierre  Cbauvin,  Cham- 
plain  retmiied  to  J'Vance,  in  the  year  IQOi). 

Champlain  is  stated  by  Charlevoix,  this  year,  to  have  reached  Ta- 
(loussac  ti-oni  the  French  Coast,  in  the  remarkably  short  passage-  of 
eighteen  daija,  Klated  with  the  admiration  of  the  Indians,  and  hav- 
ing made  an  easy  campaign  last  year,  against  the  Inxjuois,  Cham- 
plain  joined  his  allies  ;  and,  after  a  fatiguing  march,  and  .some  des- 
perate lighting  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Lake,  afterwards  called 
by  his  name,  La  KB  Ciiami«i.aiv,  he  again  obtained  the  victory, 
chiefly  by  the  e/l'ects  of  his  lire  arms. 

Having  returned  safely  from  this  second  expedition,  Champlain 
was  preparing  to  form  an  cstabli.shment  at  Montreal ;  when  accounts 
of  the  assassination  of  Henry  the  iMiurth,  obliged  him  to  revisit 
France;  and  that  melancholy  event  having  deprived  Mr.  I)e  Moots 
of  the  support  and  patronage  re(|iiisite  for  the  ju-omotion  of  his  Com- 
mercial views,  and  lor  the  protection  of  the  infant  Colony,  he  exhor- 
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r^-^  tod  Cliamplaln  to  srck  a  powerful  patron  ad  tlic  Court  of  the  Que. 
7\.l),  i(inr,.„f,  Mauy  ok  Miinr.crs. 

l<jil.  Cliarlcs  do  Coiirhon,  Comte  de  SoI>;son.s,  had  liardly  hccn  salute 
Father  of  New  France,  appointing  Cluiniplain  his  Lieutenant,  wIk 
he  died  ;  but  he  was  immediately  replaced  by  De  Condi'-,  a  Prince  i 
tile  Blood  Royal,  who  conlirmed  Chaniplain's  appolntuiijnt. 

This  whole  year  was  spent  by  Chain|)lain  in  France,  owing  to  t! 
intrijfi'es  of  certain  Merchants  of  St.  JNIalocs,  who  obliged  himst 
and  his  associates  to  give  thciu  a  share  of  the  cxairseratcd  advantii,' 
of  the  exclusive  Trade,  conftrrcd  by  the  lloyal  Patent. 

Champlain  sailed  from  St.  !Maloes,  on  the  Gth  of  March,  with  oi 
one  Ship,  commanded  by  his  liiend  Pontgrave,  lately  returned  he: 
L'Acadie ;  and  they  reached  Quebec  on  the  7th  of  May,  which  phi 
biing  found  in  good  condition,  they  ascended  to  the  Indian  Villngc 
Ilochelaga,  near  the  present  scitc  of  ^lontreal;  where  they  aniuit 
and  astonished  the  natives,  with  warlike  shows  and  exercist 
'J'hcnce,  quitting  Pontgrave,  Champlain  explored  a  pan  of  the  ui\ 
Kiver  Ottawa,  whence,  hastening  to  Quebec,  he  arrived  with  i 
friend   at  St.  Maloes,  in  the  end  of  August. 

This  year  was  pasi^ed   in  forming  a  new  and  more  extensive  Cor 
niercial  association   with   Merchants  at  St.  Maloes,  Rouen  and  li. 
chelle,  which   being  ajjproved   by  the   Prince  de   Conde,  Viceroy 
New  France,  lie  obtained  the  lloyal  Letters  Patent  for  the  establi? 
nient  of  that  Company,   which,  to  promote   the  important   object 
spreading  Ileligion,  agreed  to  defray    the  expenses  of  four  Priests 
the  Order  of  KECor.LETs,    who  underto  k  the   dangerous   voyaj^c 
New  France,  for  the  purpose  of  adminislering  spiritual  consolation 
the  Colonists,  and  founding  Missions  for  the  propagation  of  the  (li 
pel  among  the  Indians.     The  apparent  subserviency  of  Colonial  1' 
liey  and  Commerce  to   the  Ileligion  of  the  State,  in  the  progress 
events,  will  form  an  interesting  contrast  between  the  French  and  l 
English  Colonies,  in  North  America. 

The  Indians  began  to  practise  upon  Champlain's  easy  temper  ar  ^,"^ 
ronumtic  disposition,  being  desirous  of  using  liis  troops  chiedy  to  ? 
cure  the  victory,  without  giving  them  a  due  share  of  the  glory  or 
the  Spoil.  This  year,  the  Ilurons  went  on  an  expedition,  oarryii 
alf)ng  with  them.  Father  Josepii  Caron,  a  liccollct,  leaving  CIkh 
plain  behind,  who  afterwards  followed ;  and  his  force  and  fire-an; 
were  found  necessary  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  a  kind  effort  wliii 
they  liad  erected.  On  this  occasion,  Champlain  was  severely  worn  ^~^ 
ed,  which  accident  led  to  a  hasty,  but  not  disorderly,  retreat  on  t:  jj^g 
part  of  the  allies,  who  obliged  him  and  Father  Caron,  to  i)ass  t  ^ 
winter  in  their  Country.  Submitting  with  a  good  grace,  and  availi  ^^^ 
himself  of  his  favourable  position  for  exploring  the  Country,  n  pij|| 
1616.  studying  the  character  of  the  Indians^  Chat.iplain  visited  the  lim  \\^ 
Villages,  extending  his  tour  to  Lake  Nu'ISino,  where  the  Algo  jgct, 
(juins  hud  some  ciatabliiiluucutij.    Learning,  however,  that  his  i>avii.  ^j  { 
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allies  intended  t«)  drag  hiiu  into  another  expedition,  he  engaged  some 
Indians  to  sei/t  the  opportunity  of  the  first  opening  of  the  naviga- 
tion, to  convey  Father  Caron  aiul  himself  to  Quebec  ;  where  they  ar- 
rived the-  1  lib  ef  July,  IGIG,  to  the  great  surprii-e  and  joy  of  the 
Colotiists,  who  thought  them  both  dead. 

Father  Joseph  Caron,  no  less  zealous  in  his  vocation,  had  gained 
some  knowlccige  of  the  language  of  the  Ilurons,  observed  their 
haunts,  and  rixed.  in  his  own  mind,  tho  pri»per  stations  tor  i^vangeli- 
cal  Mi>>ions  among  them. 

After  remaining  a  month  at  Que'nec,  Champlain  and  Fn'her  Jo- 
seph Caron,  retmned  to  France,  accompanied  by  the  Superintendant 
of  the  Evantrelical  Mission. 

This  year  is  memorable,  on  account  of  the  cond)ination  of  the  1(317 
late  allies  of  Champlain,  for  the  extermination  of  the  French  ;  their 
niaciiinations  having  been  fortunately  discovered,  by  one  of  them- 
selves, to  a  ReciWlet  IViar,  named  PACiriQUE  Dutlessis,  he  pre- 
vented the  calamity,  by  exciting  jealousies  and  divisions,  and  bring- 
ing over  some  inthiential  individuals  among  the  consj)irators  to  his 
views  of  peace.  Their  cruel  resolution  has  been  ascribed  to  their 
fears  of  being  severely  punished,  on  the  return  of  Champlain,  for  the 
murder  of  two  Frenchmen  ;  but  the  good  Friar  acted  as  a  mediator  ; 
and  Chamj)!ain,  choosing  a  middle  course  between  European  and  In- 
dian ideas  of  justice,  accepted  the  offer  of  the  Savage  to  place  one 
of  the  nujrderers  at  his  mercy ;  to  prescn.t  a  large  quantify  of  Furs 
to  the  relations  of  the  deceased,  and  to  deliver  two  of  their  Chiefs  as 
hostages  into  his  hands. 

During  three   years,  the   troubles  of  the  Regency   in  France,  de- 
prived l/ic  Prince  de  Condil  of  his  liberty,  and  of  the  due  exercise  of 
his  Viceroyalty  ;  and  combined  with  the  avidity  and  jealousy  of  the 
Traders,  under  the  Patent,  to    paralyse  the   efforts  of  Champlain  for 
theseciuity  and  advancement  of  the  Colony.     Hut  this  year,  Mar- 
aplain's  easy  temper  ar  ^^^  M"NT^,oR^:N<•I  having   purchased  the   Prince's  Vict royaUy  for 
•his  troops  chiefly  to.   f„7"    thousand    Crowns,  he   conhrmed   Champlau.  s    Commission, 
share  of  the  glory  or    and   appointed    Mons.eur    Dolu     a   highly    respected     Ofhcer    of 
^n  nvnnrlitinn    r-nrvi    '^"^^^^''    '^^   Colouial    Agent   111  Francc.     Canadian   prospects   hav- 

Ll//  /   I     vin,r  ri . '   '"S  ^''"'  brightened,  Champlain  ventured  to  convey  his  family  to  New 
ifcco/av,  leaving  L-iKii    t^^„„„^      ii„  „....:. .„.i  ..*    'r„,i .-..    ..-.    .  .      ...       .   /     . 


France,     lie  arrived  at   Tadoussac,  in   time  to  stop  the   intrusion  of 
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lowcver,  that  his  suv.  ed  the  Colonists  and  their  allies,  at  three  diHbrcnt  points';  and,  though 
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A.  P.  (I  V,  antl  rxiitt'd  such  iiliirm  in  Cliimipliiin.  llial  IummINmI  ;i  ('(miik 
cJ"  (lie  I'lirsts,  Ollit'crs,  nntl  chii'f  Coloiiisfs,  wliirli  iidviscd  llic  im. 
UKulintt'  (li's|)iilrli  ol  a  Drpufy  lo  IVancc.  t(i  lay  licfoii'  His  MiijcM, 
ami  tlu'  Diikr  el'  IMonlmoicnci,  (lu*  dcploralih"  sifiialioii  ol'  llic  Cdln 
iiy,  and  the  ind|)al)le  nrglicf  ol'  (lu-  Association  to  provide  W- 
its  snppoit,  and  to  I'ullil  llii'  ^cnrral  coiidilion  of  tlitir  I'aldi' 
I'litlitr  lu'ori}^c  IhtiUijf,  personally  known  to  lite  \(tun,';  Kiin; 
bcintX  fhoson  Drpiity  on  this  (U'ciision,  snccccdcd  in  his  inipniim 
[Mission.  I'hr  (lonipany  was  sn|)pri'ssrd  ;  and  the  rijdils  of  the  dt 
h'n(|nent  Association  wore  transferred  to  IViUidtv  and  Etiirri,-  dr  ('ar, 
two  I'roti^sfanls,  achnissihle,  unth'r  the  wise  and  humane  policy  ol'tl. 
echet  ol'Nantz,  to  places  of  trust,  power  and  profit,  under  the  I'rtiK; 
Crown. 

1()'J2         I'ourteon  years  had  now    elapsed  since  the  foundation  of  (^uehcr 
but  its  populatiiMj  did  not  exceed   fifty  souls;  its  rommerce    was  ii 
sijAnilicant,  and  the  principal    station  for  the  Kur  Trade  continued  l 
he  Tadoussac,  thouj^h  another  had  been  lately  established  at  'riinii   wi 
KiVKHs,  '25  leagues  above  Quebec.  sm 

1()C'3  IMr.  Pontgrave,  one  of  the  greatest  benefactors  of  New  Frann  Pu 
Mas  this  year  obliged  to  return  lo  Europe,  on  act  mnt  of  bad  healtli  cu 
and  William  de  Caen  himself  visited  Quebec  ;  where,  though  a  C;i  Co 
vinist,  he  was  well  received,  and  continued  popular  lor  some  tiim  hai 
among  lloman  Catholics.  Fn 

Champlain,  whose  department  was  not  Commerce,  but  Militiir  Pa 
and  Civil  Superintendancc,  was  at  tiiis  period  alarmed  by  a  repor  gpe 
that  the  llurons  intended  to  enter  into  alliance  with  the  Iro(iU()i<  Rn 
and  he  hastened  to  send  back  to  the  former  lather  Josejib  Caron,  ;u  tioi 
ccMnjianied  by  a  Kecollet  Priest  and  a  Friar,  just  arrived  from  IVanci  ' 
in  the  hope  of  preventing  u  coalition  so  dangerous  to  the  infant  Ct  Ap 
lony.  the 

1624.  Champlain  built  this  year,  at  Quebec,  a  Fort  of  stone,  and  he  a:  Cle 
tcrwards  retu.rned  to  France  with  in"s  Family,  and  there  found  INIar  and 
shal  Montmorenei,  in  treaty  with  !iis  Nei)bew,  Henry  de  Levi,  Diik  nev 
of  Ventadour,  who  finall}'  accjuired  the  Viccroyalty  of  New  Franci  the 
This  nobleman  purchased  the  charge  from  religious  motives,  btir.  cifi( 
7,ealous  for  the  propagation  of  the  Catholic  Faith,  among  the  Indian'  Fra 
and,  under  his  auspices,  with  the  King's  permission,  three  Priests  I 
the  order  of  Jesuits,  were  appointed  to  found  a  Mission  at  Quebc  nati 
J,  The  names  of  the  Priests  devoted  to  this  Mission,  were  C/zw;  grei 
LaUcmant,  Encmondc  Masse,  and  Jean  dc  Brcbcvjif;  but  it  requin  wer 
all  the  characteristic  address  and  management  of  the  Jesuits  to  ovt  tion 
come  the  prejudices  against  their  Order,  which  were  deeply  felt  1 
France,  and  industriously  circulated  in  Canada.  Feu 

This  year,  Nicholas  Vicl,  a  Kecollet  Priest,  and  a  young  Inili..  hon 
Proselyte,  returning  to  Quebec  from  Lake  Huron,  were  drowned,  1  cew 
the  oversetting  of  their   Canoe,   in  a  rapid  of  the  Clianncl  which  c  was 
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till'  snrrnundini^  Coiii!. 
Iiat  111'  tiillcd  ;i    ('(MiiK 

«lii(li  iidviscd  llic  iin. 
lay  l)cfoiv  His  IMjiji'si; 
Ic  sitnalioii  of  \hr  Coin 
)ciali()t)  to  provide  lii 
ulilion   ol'  (lu'ir    I'atdi' 

to  tlic  yoim;^  Kin;; 
ri'iii'd  in  liis  iin|>orl;n 
id  till'  ri'Jils  ol"  I  lie  di. 
'(nil  (iiifl  J\)iicr/>-  i!i'  ('(in 
nd  liiniiano  policy  ol'll. 
profit,  under  (lie  IViiu: 

;  fonndalion  of  Qiiclur 
;  its  Connncicc  was  ii 
I'ur  Trade  continued  i 
ly  cstablislicd  at  'I'lini; 

factors   of  Now   I'Vann 

1  ac(  uint  of"  l)ad  liealtli 

;  where,   tlu)ugli  a  C;i: 

popular   lor  some  tiiiii 

omnicrcc,  but  Militiir 
)d  alarmed  by  a  rcpo; 
aiicc  w  itli  tiic  Irotjuoi" 
atlier  Jose])b  (!aron,  iu 
ust  arrived  from  iManct 
^crous  to  the  infant  Ct 

brt  of  stone,  and  he  a; 
,  and    there  found  INIar 
,  Henry  de  Levi,   Diil 
oyalty  of  New   Fraiia 
religious  motives,   heir. 
aith,  among  the  Indiaii- 
mission,  three  Priests 
d  a   Mission  at  Quebc; 
3  Mission,    wx^rc  Cliar' 
rcbcvuf;  but  it  rcquin 
It  of  the  Jesuits  to  ovi 
ich   were  deeply  felt 
la. 

St,  and  a  young  Indi.. 
uron,  were  drowned,  1 
f  the  Channel  which  i. 


vidis  llu'    Island  of  Montreal   ii-oni    the  I^land  of  .li'.,us.     Tlie   fatal   r^^-n 
place  i«t  still  known  by   the  name  of  the  Smilt  dr  Unillit,  or  the  Ke-    '^-  !>• 
colit  t  Kiipid.    This  event  was  siispi'cl<(l  by  some,  to  have  arisen  fioni 
dcaivji.on  the  pait  ol   the  Indian  ("ondiiclors  (tf  the  Canoe,  who,  es- 
capini,'  with  lliiii-  lives,  carried  oil'  ihe  b.i}:i,'a^'e  of  their  lale    passin- 

gers. 

Tlii^  yiar,  three  mere  Jesnita  arri\ed,  with  some  Mechanics;  and,  lt>2'». 
under  llie  sii|»erinlendaiice  of  I'ather  Miienionde  Masse,  (iuibec  be- 
gan to  improve,  and  to  assume  (he  appearance  of  a  City.  That  ji ; - 
lousy  a,i;ains(  trie  .Ii'snils,  ex|)iiienced  elsewhi-ri',  pnrsiud  ihi-m  into  • 
Canada,  and  produced  a  series  of  vexatious  proceedinj^s,  on  the  pail 
of  M.  de  Caen,  who,  bein^'  at  their  instance,  as  In-  xiipposod,  repri- 
manded by  the  Viceroy,  became  still  more  troublesome  from  mo- 
tives of  reveni^e. 

Cliainplain,  havin;^  this  year  returned  to  (iuebec,  readily  perceived  IH'i?. 
the  lanienlable  ijlfecis  of  those  jealousies  and  disputi'S,  which  not 
only  cneoura^H'd  the  insidts  and  atrocities  of  the  Indians,  but  liki- 
wi«fe  interrupteil  the  building  of  houses  and  clearing  of  Land  in  the 
surrouniling  Country.  De  ('aen  and  his  associates,  atteniUd  to  tin; 
Fur  Trade  only  ;  while  Religious  dissensions,  eombined  with  their 
culpable  neglect  of  Civil  duly,  to  increase  the  disorders  ol"  the  lilllt: 
Colony.  As  a  remedy  to  this  desperate  state  of  affairs,  reeoursi;  was 
had  to  the  strong  measure  of  transferring  the  Commerce  of  New 
France  to  a  powerful  Association,  callid  tlia  Comjmni/  of  a  Ilundrrd 
Partners,  consisting  of  Clergy  and  Laity,  and  established  uiider  the 
special  patronage  and  nuinarenunt  of  the  celebrated  CAauiNAf,  nc 
RlCHKi.iKU,  (irand  Master,  Chief  and  Superintendant  of  the  Naviga- 
tion und  Commerce  of  I'Vaiice. 

This  Association,  as  declared  by  the  Royal  Edict  of  the  19th  (tf 
April,  lti'27,  was  established,  for  the  primary  purpose  of  converting 
the  native  Indians  to  tUe  Catholic  I'aith,  by  the  precepts  of  a  zealous 
Clei^y,  and  by  the  example  of  a  respectable  body  of  devout  Settlers, 
and  with  the  secondary  view  of  obtaining  for  bis  Majesty's  Subjects, 
new  Comiuereial  advantages,  derivable  from  a  better  management  of 
the  Fur  Trade,  or  from  the  desirable  discovery  of  a  route  to  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  and  to  China,  through  the  great  Uivers  and  Lakes  of  New 
France. 

From  such  extensive  views  and  motives  of  a  spiritual  and  tempojal 
nature,  the  powers  and  privileges  conferred  on  the  Association,  were 
great  and  unprecedented ;  but  the  duties  imposed  upon  that  body, 
were  so  much  evaded  in  the  sequel,  that  none  of  the  brilliant  anticipa- 
tions of  worldly  advantages  to  the  I'rcnch  Nation,  were  ever  realised. 
.'The  Company  held  New  Prance,  with  the  extensive  privileges  of  a 
Feudal  Seigniory  under  tlie  King  ;  to  whom  was  owing  fealty  and 
homage,  ami  the  presentation  of  a  Crown  of  Gold  at  every  new  ac- 
cession to  the  Throne.  With  the  right  of  soil,  a  monopoly  of  Trade 
was  granted.     The  King  only  reserved,  for  the  benefit  of  all  his  Sub- 
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r^^-n   irt't*.  |Im>  ('o(l  iintl    Wluilr  lislu'iirs  in    llir  (iiilpli  iiinl    (  m.i' !>;  (  T  n 
A.D.   Sf.  I  inn-nit-r  ;  iind.  to    hucIi    ( 'oloniMfM  iis    nii|{li(  ii(i(     hr  sri  viini . 
tl\(' ('(Mnpimv,  wimsi'nnc*!  »lu<   liglit  nl   inidinjr  \\\\h  llic    iijUuc  Im, 
nn«  lor  jm  lliirf.  i(  Ik  inj!;  iiiMlci'^tiiinl  tlml.  on  |):im  nl  i'iiH(i«r;i(i(iii.  ||,, 
!*li<nil<|  briiu;  iill  llitir   !ir<|tiisilii<n  <  ol    IlijUcr    M.inx  tn  ilif  l',i«tir,. 
tlic  Ciunpanvt    uliourif    Imuiitl  (o    pin i  liiisc    llinii   nl  loilr    .S<iii>. 
picrr. 
1(>'JT.         Ihc  ^^^'\^x'un\%  Iriilmrs  of  llii^  phtn.  rltiHiuf*'!  i^(i(•  nl'  flt(<  i^n^iil   {';\< 
tlinnl  ilr  Ixulu'IicM,  «trc  •■;li(>ii",lv  mtiKcd.  ;m(l  lui'l  :i  h-ilin,",  iiiiliiii> 
on  postcMilv.  mul  on    \\\o  rndnc    dt-Hiinv  ol    (iir    (nnnUv.       I  ln'  m 
sxsloni  rntin'Iv  t^xrlndiMl  I'noi  I's  r,\  n  im  iind  olhcr  lli.  ki  rn'«.  ii^  \m 
;i<»  .Il'WM  ;   |l\('  .I('>;inl«  wvvr    lo  Im-  snppnrlcd  l>v  llic  ('nnip!in\  ;  iiiul 
l.it ;;r  lit'Id  Mils  opiMU'tl  lor  llio  i  Ncrrnr  iind   dispLn     ol    llio    lidnit> 
jli.il  ;iinhilio\is  Otdir.  so  (MumiomiIv  (idtuiiUtd  loi   (lir  inslnnlMin  .n 
siiJijuoMlion  ol'  nn«'i\ilis<'d  N.MitMis. 

io  r.n  tliliilo  lI\o  ilntv  iuipos(-d  on  llir  ( 'omp.Miiy  ol'  .^rlllini'  il 
t'onnlrv.  id!  (Iio  riolils  ol'  SnI»j('«M>i.  in  ( >ld  I'ranco.  wrvv  vs\i\\\\<  i|  i 
V'niijjranls  and  lo  llu  ir  poslnity  ;  J<o  llial  llu  ir  drparlnn^  shonlil  m 
dcroiialc  in  tho  loasl.  Ironi  ihcir  Civil  |{if;l\ts,  and,  cvi-n  sni  li  ImiIi,. 
Natives  as  nn";',hl  Ix-ronu'  Koman  Calholits.  wvvc  diclaicd  lo  he  n 
lilird  \o  all  llu'  privil(';;(>K  ol'  rVrn»lnnt>n.  Pn-^idcs  ihoso  lidvant;i<^' 
llu>  (\tl«)nist«i  wcvc  lo  ro»'»  iv(\  \vitli  lln'ir  portion  »)!'  tin-  '^oil,  ri)f|il>;, 
I'unlinjj  and  V'ishini:.   //■<>)»    n7;;(7/  l/ir   I'cisdiiln/  <>/  l/uf  Pnrrul  Su: 

l(i_"S.  l^nt  luM'oro  ll»o  rllrits  of  all  llioio  cncouraiijcjnrnls,  inlcndcdi 
o<innlci;U'l  llir  disadvantJJiios  ol"  iliinalo,  ronid  hv  asc(<rtaincd,  ad 
donfal  ransos  intorllMrd  ;  and  liostililii>s.  «)n  iho  pail,  ol"  llic  laitrJiJ 
ciinihin«'d  with  llu-  incnrsions  of  llio  Iroipiois,  lo  dislnri)  llio  vmv 
liiin  ol"  llio  urral  Tardinal's  <;:s:anii(*  plans  I'or  llic  I'onvi'ision  ol'  i! 
Indians,  ami  llu'  ostiddislnnonl  ol"  Tolonii-s  in  Now  I'laiu'o. 

The  si<\^t>  ol"  ll\o  itnporlani  port  ol"  La  luh/hiir,  tlio  Klronp  In^ 
of  tbo  Frrnoh  I'rotoslants.  undiMtal<<>n  h\  llio  Kiiii^  and  Cardinal  li 
I'ic'hrliou.  in  piason.  had  proilni'od  hostililiivs  l)c(»ocn  l,n;:,laiid  ii 
Vranoo  :  aiul  iho  vory  lirsl  vosscis  wliioh  llio  now  Company  dospalii 
cil  Tor  (inolnH\  had  oi'on  oapftin-d  hy  iho  l'",n_y;lish.  This  year,  tlmi 
I'lnv.  in  oonscnuonoo  of  a  Commission  from  Charles  tlu"  I'irsi,  ol"  Iv 
gland,  to  /)<;■./(/  K(ytl,  i.  I'ronoh  rol'ntroo,  anlhorisinj^  and  coinmiiiu 
insi"  him  to  ooncjuor  Canada,  iho  latter  afrivod  at  TadiHissao  with 
sqnadrcn.  and  dostroyod  the  Houses  and  Calllo  abonl  Capo  '1\k 
monlo  ;  wl\onoo  ho  siMit  a  summons  of  surrender  to  C  liamj)lain,  llit 
in  Quebec,  with  his  I'riend  rontsjrave. 

Rolviui;  on  (he  itjnoranee  ol"  the  enemy,  with  respect  to  his  n 
so\n*ces.  and  upon  the  bravery  of  his  little  garrison  and  inhahitani' 
Champlain  pue  such  a  spirited  aoswer  to  the  sunnuons>  as  iiidiia 
Kertk  to  give  up  the  e\pectaiii)n  ol"  innueiiiute  success.  Hut  oiu'i 
the  numerous  acts  ol  iiidiviilual  indiscretion,  so  Tatal  t(»  IVciuli  (> 
lonisaiion.  soon  deprivetl  IVanco  of  Quebec,  and  clouded,  t'or  a  lini 
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tillpll  iltitl    ('n;i';|<!  i  f  il, 
mijjlit   ini(     he  Sfivjinl , 
]\\<{  w  ill)  tlii<    ii;i<i\i<  liiii 

piliM  (if  <'nnli>^(';itiiMi.  ill, 
•  NLiiix  til  tilt'  l',i(  Im, , 
i(<     tilt  III    lit  tiMir    S<iii>. 

It'ii-it  if  III  fill'  (pt'iil  {'.v 
III  liiiit  !i  Iti'^tiiiij;  iiifliK  ill 
tlu>    ( 'miiitrv.      'I'lif  III V 

ollii  1  I  II'  HI  I  It'*;,  t\^  wi 
\}\  llic  (  'miii|i;iii\  ;  iiml 
li'^liiin     til'  till-    liilt  iil-i , 

(1  liii   ilit'  iiistnii  tiiiii  .11 

I  't'inp.'iiiv  «>r  .^cllliii!'  ill 
rant't',  wt'ir  rsttnilt  il  i 
lit-ir  <|i|iiirliir(>  sluuilil  n 
s  .  iiiitl,  rvcii  siK  11  ImiIi,! 
wcit'  tlccliiM'tl  (()  III'  n 
'f sitlt-s  lliiisc  lidviint;!!;  ■ 
rlion  tiC  thf  Ktiil.  rijfjils, 
/;(//_//  of  the.  I'drnU  Sil: 

iiiMi^cinrntK,  inUMMlcd  t 
iM  l>f  ;isffrt;iiiu'(l.  ;i(i 
tiu'  ]);lil.  ol'  llic  i;iii;h>' 
s,  t(»  ilis(iirl)  tlu>  ixt(i 
ir  llic>  J'onvt'rsidii  ol  l! 
1  New  I'ljinco. 
\i)iluil(\  tlic  Kfroiig  Iiii 
V  Kin^r  iiiul  Ciinliiiiil  II 
s  lu  twt'on  I',ii;;l;iii(l  ii 
iirw  C\)in|>any  (U's|)ati: 
glish.  This  year,  tin  a 
'harlos  tlii"  I'irst,  dI'  Iv 
liorisinjJT  and  tioiiiiiiiiiii; 
t'd  at  ladoiisiac  witli 
Utii'  nbonl  Cape  'luii 
)dcr  to  C.iianiplain,  tin 

\\\{\\  rcsport  to  liis  ri 
u;an-is()ii  and  iiiliahitiiiii 

10  suniMions,  as  iiuliia 
ate  siK'coss.  lint  oiu'i 
,  so  fatal  ti»  I'Vi'iuli  (. 
and  clouded,  tor  a  tin' 


tho'^if  (iiilli.int  proHprclH  wliii  II  liail  arism    upon  llu'  r<talili-»!im»nt  of 
(lie  new  ( 'iHiipaiw  . 

,\L  Ih  linifiinii  nif,  oiif  of  llif  rniliMTR,  rnninifindiiiK  m  «<«|Mndifm 
of  vfssrix.  I'iti(;lit«il  with  fiiii)Miiii«  Camilic*,  iirid  with  nil  UfidM  nl' jiro- 
vlHitins.  h  id  imivtil  in  (iawpc  Hav,  Mlicmc  In-  <l(«p(ilrlM'd  ii  small  (  rnlf 
to  cimviv  lt»  CIimiiplaiM.  ii  |{iiy;d  ( 'niiiniiH<iiiin,  t  itiitinuiMii;  liini  as  (in- 
vernnr.  anti  to  ( (iimiiinucalf  Ins  own  arrival  with  cxIiiiKivf  mippinM. 
It  has  hcfii  misptctfil  hy  Nonic,  that  I  )c  |{n«pinn<Mil's  departure  (roni 
Wrtinre,  «as  disenvered  to  Kei  ik,  hy  William  l)e  Caen,  uhohltin- 
d^n;nil  iit  the  liiss  ..I'  his  rateiit  ol'  e\ehisivr  Trade.  At  all  events, 
K«'rlk  provul.ed  I  )e  Kotpiemont  lo  an  en^ui^einent ;  and  the  hitler, 
COnnnilliiig  to  the  risk  ol  hattle,  the  principal  lesmirees  ol'  fhe  Colo- 
ny, rashly  atlvaneeil  wilh  Ins  l.ideii  and  enennih(  red  ves.t  U,  to  tie- 
Une<|nal  emiihat,  whieh  ended  in  his  i omplete  ovt  rthrfnv,  and  hi  tlio 
Caplmf  til'  his  whole  lleet.  The  kIkm  t-liveti  joy  dill'iistd  in  f^l(  Imc 
by  the  arrival  ol' the  Ci.il't,  was  snni  ehanifcd  to  smrow  ;  and  her 
crtnv  hein^  added  to  the  lillle  fi;arri^ofi,  still  larlher  redin cd  llieir 
■COnty  ratimis,  whieh  previniisly  snilieed  hir  a  dady  allowaiiee  of  only 
Jive  itiiiircs  (if  bnivl  (tnil  a  liund/ iil  nf  jirayr. 

Deprived  oC  its  principal  rcHonrceH,  the  last  hope  of  the  Colony 
was  Hpcedily  blasted  hy  the  shipwreck  of  i'ulhrr  Vlnhhrti  Noyiat 
and  l\tthr>  i'hinlrs  /.(i//nii(iiif,  l)o(h  Jesnils,  on  tiie(!oast  ol'  Afadia; 
wiiere  lh(  y  had  arrived  on  their  way  I'rmn  I'rance,  in  ii  small  vesit  I, 
with  a  carf^o  of  provisitnis,  whieh  flieir  friends  had  j^eneron.sly  siippli. 
ed»  I'o  (hose  adverse  cirenmstaneeH,  were  added  threat  fears  ol  Indian 
hoitility,  an<l  a  senKc  ol"  internal  weakness,  arisini^  from  religions  jea- 
lousies amon^  the  Setllers.  An  expedition  a^'ainst  the  hostile  Iro- 
qUOJR,  had  tu'cniTed  to  the  mind  of  the  f^'allant  Chainplain,  <'is  tlie  only 
means  of  procuring  siihsislence  lorahont,  tnie  hinulred  pt  rsoiis  under 
his  coiKinand  ;  hut  no  gnn|iowder  conid  he  found  ;  and  he  was  finally 
reduced  to  lead  his  nnfortniiate  conipunion.H  into  the  woods,  to  feed  up- 
on roots  likt;  the  l)easts  t»f  the  field.  In  this  cxtreruify,  the  retnrn  of 
the  Knglish  was  prayed  for  as  a  relief;  and,  towards  tliir  end  of  .Jidy, 
the  half  famislud  inhabitants  were  rejoiced  to  hear  that  l.duis  and 
Thomas,  brothers  of  David  Knlh,  had  arrived  with  a  sf|nadron  at 
Point  Levi.  An  honourable  capitulation  was  obtained  from  the(;if> 
my,  and  a  conveyance  to  TVance  stciired  gratuitously  to  all  who 
might  desire  to  k-ave  the  Colony  ;  and,  on  the  '20th  of  .Iidy,  /,or//; 
Jter/^  landed  at  (inebee,  and  took  possession  of  the  fort,  assignin;^' 
the  stipulated  military  jjrotectituj  to  the  two  (!unventH  and  to  the 
Ghapel  of  the  Mission.  Ihtth  the  Coinmander  aral  the  I'.ngli-,h  troops 
aetcd  honourably;  but  some  l"Vencli  heretical  refugee  s,  headed  by 
Pierre  Rai/r,  attempted  to  enjoy  a  \nlgar  triumph  over  their  Conn- 
lf|nieii.  l.ouis  Kertk,  by  his  friendly  dei)ortmetit  and  good  inanage- 
n»nt,  prevailed  upoti  almost  every  I'Vcnchman,  who  liad  cleared  a 
spot  of  ground,  to  remain  in  the  Colony,  'i'he  Priests,  however,  re- 
tired;  and  Ciiainplain,  before  liis  departure,  failed  not  to  addresh  his 
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n^'^-n  pions  cxlioitatioiis  t«)  flie  ScltliTS,  iniprcssiiif^  strongly  upon  tluir 
A.lJ.  minds,  (hilt  if  tluir  KiiiLC  slioiilil  ixit  hi' cnablfd,  uiuirr  I'lovidi'iuc. 
to  iT-foii([ut"r  (^tii'hi'c  llif  ibllowiii^  3c'ar,  sciidiii}^^  hatk  the  IViesls  tu 
luhiiiiiistcr  thi;  fonsolatious  oi"  rhcir  Holy  Hclit^iim,  thi'y  oiij-lit  id 
tal;o  ailvantagc  of  tin-  coiiditions  of  the  capitulation,  and  return  tu 
Old  I'Vance,  prr/'crriiiir  to  nil  xmitdly  cuiivciiicucc  and  advantage,  llic 
tnl'^ittion  of  l/irir  ininiortal  youls. 

The  C%)ii(juest  of  (Quebec,  so  <|uii'lvly  achieved,  \vas  attended  with 
some  pi'i-uiiar  eireunistauces  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  renuuk,  that  David 
Kcrlli  had  only  leit  l'n;;land  on  in's  successful  enterprise,  a  lew  days 
previously  to  the  ratilieation  oi"  the  treaty  of  peace  between  I'Vaneo 
and  Miij^land,  which  event  prevented  the  despatch  of  intendi'd  reiii- 
forixMnents  and  supplies,  suflieient  to  save  the  ('olony,  ami  that  an 
extraordinary  delay  of  several  months  took  place  before  the  rrencli 
(\iurt  were  made  acciuainted  with  the  loss  of  their  only  [)ossession  in 
the  new  world. 
ItiSO.  Ik'lbre  di-partinj^  for  Enj;land  with  Ids  prisoners,  David  Kertk,  tlio 
Admiral  in  Chief,  visited  (Quebec,  where  he  had  an  interview  with  his 
brother.  He  s^reatly  admired  the  situation  of  the  place,  boasting  ol' 
many  great  things  that  the  English  would  do,  bij  availing  t/icmsclves 
of  advattlaocs  uciilcclcd  hif  the  French.  Intoxicated  with  success,  and 
instigated  by  Michel,  a  heretical  refugee,  the  Admiral,  unmindful  of 
his  iluty,  behaved  ungenerously  to  Chamj)lain,  and  nu)re  j)articularly 
to  the  Jesuits,  whom  he  was  persuaded  to  consider  as  possessed  ol' 
wealth  ;  but  being  hap))ily  undeceived,  he  quickly  joined  with  his  En- 
glish jieople,  in  violent  reproach':s  against  the  Traitor,  whose  chagrin 
and  disappointed  malignity  produced  insanity  ;  and,  after  being  tor- 
niented  in  his  lucid  intervals  with  the  stings  of  remorse,  this  unwor- 
thy I'Venchnian  died  in  desj)air.  His  funeral  rites,  administered  ac- 
ct)iding  to  the  Protestant  Church,  were  followed  with  scenes  ol' 
drunkenness  and  noisy  mirth,  tliat  shocked  the  leelings  of  Champlain 
and  his  pious  companions. 

Kertk,  having  arrived  at  Plymouth,  pretended  the  utmost  surprise, 
on  learning  that  peace  between  France  and  England  had  been  re-es- 
tablislied;  but  there  is  reason  to  suspect  that  be  was  informed  ot' 
the  lact  before  the  reduction  of  Quebec,  which  perfidious  achieve- 
inent,  the  occasion  of  heavy  expense  to  himself,  was  not  destined  to 
give  him  the  expected  return  of  private  wealth,  or  pu])lic  reputation. 
This  aggression,  forming  so  extraordinary  u  sequel  to  a  treaty  of 
jieace,  excited  the  indignation  of  the  French  Court,  and  more  par- 
ticularly shocked  Cardinal  dc  Richelieu.  But  the  loss  of  Quebec 
gave  occasion  to  certain  Courtiers,  little  scrupulous  on  points  of  ho- 
nour and  goo  1  faith,  to  depreciate  Canada,  in  the  public  mind,  as  un- 

1(330    worthy  of  an  effort  for   its  restoration.     Availing   themselves  of  past 
and     mislbrtunes,  and  of  the   various   objections  to  Colonisation,  then  in 

iG\.j\    vogue,  though  hap})ily  exploded  in  the  present  day,  those  selfish  and 
narrow-minded  individuals  had  almost   prevailed  against  Chatnplain, 
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and  some  otliu-  enterprising  (liaraefcrs,  who  antitipafed  iinnnrtant  nA- 
vantages  iVmn  :in  improved  pursuit  of  tin'  I'nr  Trade  and  l''i^>lKtif'^. 
But  liere  llili-ious  motives  interfered  ;  and  the  King,  sensible  of  his 
duty  to  support  the  cause  of  Religion,  as  w(  II  as  the  dignity  of  l!io 
Freiieli  Crown,  opened  a  negotiation  with  I'-ngland,  rendered  more 
ener'M'tie  bv  the  e(|ui|)ment  of  si\  vesst  Is  of  war,  nndir  the  eoin- 
maiid  of  M.  d*'  K:r/iliy  ;  and  bis  A!ajes!y  (|ui(  kly  olitained,  not  only 
the  restoration  of  (iiu'!)ee,  but  also  the  cession  of  Acadia  and  Isle 
Royalc.  otlierv,  ise  called  by  the  English,  Nova  Scotia  and  Cape  I're- 
ton.  Tin's  'i'reaty,  which  soothed  tlie  national  ambition,  and  opened 
a  wide  field  to  the  zeal  of  the  Jesuits,  for  the  proj)agation  of  llio 
Fnitli  on  exclu^ivi;  principles,  was  signed  at  St.  (lermaiii-cn-T/iye, 
on  the'Jfnh  of  .March,  Ki'.VI,  and  from  this  time  till  the  final  reduc- 
tion of  Canada,  by  (Jreat  Ihitain,  in  the  year  ITHO,  a  rivalsliip  and 
growing  hostility,  partly  Comtni'rcial  and  partly  Religious,  took  place 
between  the  Trench  and  I'aiglish  Settlers  in  North  America,  as  njlnt 
evinced  bij  7)/!(liuil  ai::;prssi()}i,  xvhcn  profound  ])cace  cxiitrd  between  the 
respcclire  Sations  in  Knropr.  At  this  important  epoch,  the  estab- 
lishments possessed  by  France,  on  the  (Julpb  aiul  River  St.  Law- 
rence, consisted  of  the  Fort  of  Quebec,  surrotnided  by  a  i'cw  paltry 
houses  and  huts;  two  or  three  hovels  on  the  Island  of  Montreal,  a 
&mall  numlxM-  at  'J'adoussac  and  other  posts,  established  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  Fishery  and  the  Fur  Trade  :  the  foundation  of  a 
post  at  Three  Rivers,  and  the  ruins  of  the  old  Fort  of  Port  Royal,  in 
Acadia. 

Such,  sa3's  the  judicious  Charlevoix,  was  tlic  liumbic  situation  of 
New  l-'rance  at  this  late  period,  exhibiting  a  mortifying  picture  to  hu- 
man vanity  of  the  only  fruits  of  the  discoveries  of  Veira/ani,  Cartier 
and  Roberval,  the  great  disbursements  of  the  Manpiis  de  la  Ifocbe 
and  M.  do  Moots,  and  the  ill-directed  industry  and  efforts  of  many 
private  individuals  «f  the  French  Nation.  The  learned  Jesuit,  with 
characteristic  dexterity,  thus  prepares  the  minds  of  his  readers,  to 
appreciate  the  merits  of  his  powerful  Society  in  the  future  manage- 
ment of  Canadian  affairs,  both  temporal  and  spiritual,  in  which  they 
were  destined  to  act  so  si)lendid  a  part. 

The  Province  of  New  France,  at  this  period,  is  perhaps  more  wor- 
thy of  philosophic  consideration,  as  a  theatre  displaying  the  zeal  and 
ambition  of  the  Jesuit  Missionaries,  than  as  a  Colony  establislied  for 
Commercial  or  Military  purposes.  A  general  cnthusiasn?  for  the 
spreading  of  the  Tenets  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  among  Pagan  and 
Savage  nations,  distinguished  the  seventeenth  century ;  but  that 
ifonderful  Ecclesiastical  Association,  called  the  Jesuits,  nearly  mono- 
ttollsed,  in  every  part  of  the  world,  the  proj)agation  of  the  Romish 
Ifeiih,  and  conciliated  with  it,  in  some  degree,  the  political  power  of 
t^e  temj)oral  Sovereign.  In  Canada,  though  other  Orders  of  Eccle- 
siastics began  and  continued  Missions,  they  were  stars  of  Inferior 
magnitude  to  the  bright   luminary  of  the  Society  of  Jesus ;  whoao 
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r*^^-n  iriflii(Mi('(Mi|)nn  flic  moral  and   poliiical  rcnnom}'  of  Canada,   has( 
A.  i).  f(.n(lc<|    Ix-yoiid  llic  t.'(>n(|iK'sf  of  tlif  Country  l)y  (ircat  r»iilain.    '| 
tliis  Sociity,  the    bnik  of  tlii'   popidatioii  is  ^till  taught   to  \oo\i  I);i 
as  the  original  promoter  of  instruction,  ard  as  having  formed  the  cui 
nmiiity  into  t!iat    distinctive  character,  which  marks  a  separate  |v 
|)le.     This  celebrated  Society  is  indeed  now  extii'guished  in  ('an;i(: 
luit  the  maxims  of  its  Impkuium  in  I.MPKitro,   are  in  no  small  dci:i 
practised  by  the  remaining   Priests,  who  (an   still,    covertly  at    lc;i. 
controul  the  Ihitish  Government,  in  every  effort  to  Angiify  the  Cci: 
try,  or  to  render  its  resources  subservient  to  the  interest   of  the  h 
pire  at    large.     Even,  during    the  despotism  of  Lkwis  tiiic  1  Itii,. 
was  Ibund  dilllcult  to  prevent  the  Jesuits,  under  pretext  of  being  t' 
Stewards  of  the   Poor,   from  monopolising  the   best   lands  ;  and  1  J* 
dians,  as  well   as  Frenchmen,   were  occasionally  exposed  to  their  t  y 
tortious.*     (Quickly  monojjolising  the  instruction  of  the  people,  tl 
instilled  into  them  such  ideas  of  concentration  and  local  attachme;  *• 
as  entirely   prevented  that  spirit  of  extensive  settlement,  which,  at  • 
contemporaneous  period,    bi;gan  to  distingtiish  the  British    Coleni,     . 
and  though  they  permitted  large  numbers  of  yoiu)g  men  to  leave  t 
Parishes,  it  was  ratlier  for    Military  and   Connnercud   purposes,  tli.  'i 
for  the    formation  of  new    Settlements.     Indeed,    according  to  tli. , 
principles  of  concentration,  a  Territory  two  hundred  miles  in  Iciig' 
and  twenty  in  breadth,  endiraeing  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  >ih)ui     . 
of  its  tributaries,    would  for   ages  have   remained    the   abode  of  t 
whole  agricultural  population.     These  restricted  views  of  settlenici    ". 
interfering  with    the  objects  of  Colonisation,    were  among  the  f^nn'of 
of  the  continual  contentions  between   the  Jesuits  and  the  Governoj^j' 
who  found  that  no  enterprise   could  succeed,  unless  it  accorded  w: 
the  peculiar  views  of  those  I-'cclesiastics,  ambitious  of  coiidensiiip.j 
increasing  population    around  the  spots  which  had  been  selected :     ^ 
the  scites  of  Churches  and    Convents.     The  selfish  principles  of  tlo 
Society,  however,  did  not   prevent  the  display   ot  nmch  zeal,  ptT,jj 
verance  and  fortitude  in  the  conduct  of  their  Missionaries  among  t:,yj^ 
Indian  tribes ;  of  whose  jt ^lousies,  caprice  and  mutual  warfare,  tiii^^^ 
were  the  frequent  victims.    But  it  was  proved  by  experience,  that  t '^p 
labours  of  the  Jesuit  Missionaries  in  Canada,  never  civilised  the  Sav,, 
ges,  nor  produced,  for  that  purpose,  the  necessary  confederation  ofij]"" 
veral  tribes.  On  the  contrary,  they  themselves  retrograded  in  civilLji  • 
tion,  assumed   the  dress  and    occupations   of  savages,  and  were  j^  j 
longer  considered  superior  to  the  Pagan  Jongleurs.     These  resiijy 
would  not  have  taken  place,  if  more  generous  sentiments  and  a  decp^j^^ 
acquaintance  with  the  means  of  civilising  Savages  bad  existed  in  ti^^j. 
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celebrated  Society  :  had  this  been   the  case,  the  Missionaries  w 
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*   The  Jesuits,  at   the    Conquest,'   possessed  in    mortmain,   about  one  milli^  j^ 
of    Acres   of    I.and ;     the   other   Clerical    Communities,    had    an     aggregate 
fqual  extent;  while  the  share  of  the  Lay-Sut)jects  was  about  six  milliians,  r.ial"  » 
the  total  of  Laiidii  granted  by  the  King  of  France,  eiglu  millions  of  Acres, 
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hmc  :-('ci)tinuf';i(!c(l  llio  I'spetim.'Hl  ol"  mixing  a  part  ol'  i!ie  I'.-,  luli  r*^-n 
pu|>iil.iti.>M  wiih  the  iiadvc  liidi.ii.s,  iiisU:ul  ol'  i  iiipioMiig  llieir  whole  A.  0. 
po^Mi  to  keep  lhi.'ni  separate,  except  as  Military  Allies  (»''jhe  IVeneh 
Clove!  iiiiK  111.  1  he  proptri^ities  and  gay  disposlti.in  ol'  the  I'reneli 
fvtttioii  were  partieulaily  lavoiirahle  lo  ll:is  aiiialgaaiation  ;  and  no- 
thing lev.  Iliiii  the  rooted  pnjuilices  ol' their  rulers  and  spiritual  I'oii- 
ductors,  eoiiM  have  prevented  the  eventual  ahsorpfion  of  the  whole 
Indian  population  among  the  Colon! -ts.  'riic  MnLli^h  Coloni.sts  were 
far  less  suited  I'or  such  an  e.\p(  rimint  ;  hut  they    happily    found  tlij 

,.  •!'  •  ■•  I  •  f  1*  _  •         11  t .1. * 


flbrt  to  Ang.ity  the  tni:  j^,^,,,.  ^^^•  conciliating  a  part  of  their  Indian  neighbours,  by  the  prin- 
)  the  interest  ot  tiie  b  ^^^  „f  C.muierce  :  thev  always,  ol  lcu4  (slensiUj,  proposed  an  e\- 
u  of  Lewis  tiik  Mtii,  ^j^^^,_^^.  „I  i-fpiivaleuts.  "  Thuy  "never,  like  the  IVeneh  and  Jesuit >, 
iiuler  pretext  of  bemg  t  ^^^1  |„„,^,  .,,•„.,  ,,|-  ].i,„i^  ^,^.  ^,.„„jj  j;,,.  ti^.  beneiit  of  protection,  or 
:  t'lc  best  lands  ;  ami  I  ^^  ^j^^,  ,,,,,,,^;^^.  „(•  c,,,^,,^.  sulvaiion  ;  but,  uliLther  really  Ui,el'ul  to  the 
)nally  exposed  to  Iheirt  jij^y^i,  ^,|.  .^^^  ii(le(iuafe  compensation  for  moveable  and  i'.Wii. 
action  of  the  people,  tl.  propc,.^.^  .,„  ^.^eliauge  of  worldly  goods  alway.-,  took  place,  and  -ra- 
tion and  local  attachnu-:  j^^jj^  iHti-wduced  tlie  ])riiuarv  ideas  which  promote  ci\i!isatiun  and 
ive  settlement,  w.nch,  at  J„^J^_^i,.^_  -pi,,, .  .ji,,,,,^,^  [„  fj^.f^  ^ould  the  necessary  slimuins  be  fur- 
nish the  l^ritish    ^^'^""•uiiijt.j 'l,  ,1,,,  Suvage:  the  ICnglish    Colonists  only   rewarded  him  in 


play  of  much  zeal,  pt'i'pijjg^  Against  those  diMiculties,  the  Jesuit  Missionaries  long  strug- 
nv  Missionaries  among  t,^j^,j  ^  ^1^^.^,  i^^pti^^^j  tl,e  young  Indians,  iIiul;  admitting  them  into  the 
^  and  mutual  warfare,  tlit[,j,j^^  ^j-  ^ij^.  jjiim-^-ii  ()f  Kouie  ;  they  habituated  them  to  the  routine 
ricnce,  thatt,jf  ceremonies,   the  meaning  of  which,  and    the    language  of  the  uc- 

lllSCU   tlie  w  il  .,^„,^_,..  I  ,irrn'/>rc:       ilioxr   iV\<\    no*     im/I.irct 'iii<l   .     ii-tu'l/i      »1i/.   »\vii-if.i....  t 


cd  by  experience,  that  t  .^p 
never  civi 


;e,  wiinout  ac(]uwmg  the  vntues  ot  tlie  Lnnstian  ;  relaxed  tliei 

o--     .    .        .  .-.,jr?'>^l  ^'fJ»'''»g^  and  vigilance,  and  trusted   to  the    Saints  tor  delcnco 

ie,  the  Missionaries  ^vot^gJ^^^^  dj^^,;,.  j^^„j^^.„i^.g .  depended  upon  the  rrench,  in  many  instances, 

,t)rji|>tection   and  j)rovisions;  and,  as  will  hereafter  appear,  becair.e 
tnortmain,   nbout  one  mii\  ^^^   burthen,  instead  of  proving  a  useful    barrier   to  the  Colony. 

Tarabourl  miu£.  nat"  ^  '"'^^^  "^"  time,   somc  progress  was   made  by  the  En-li.h,  in 
,  eight  millions  of  Acres.  E 
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tlic  fonvcr^ioii  tif  tlir  Inxiiitm  or  I'lvc  Niilions  (n  (  liri*<tiiiiiity,  n 
llu'  (onus  of  llu;  IVctti'slimf  Clninli  ;•  Init  it  rniiy  Uv  siilrly  iis«.ciii 
(lint  llu'  linlinl  inspirnl  l»y  llic  .Icsuils,  ht'lwrcn  llii'ir  savii^r  prosdy, 
ami  :ill  olliiTs  ;  ami  tlio  piiiclicc  adopted  by  the  I'lciicli  Canadian  (I. 
crnuunf,  of  Irrafiiig  all  tiiose  Iiidi  in  'IVilics  as  cnt-nnCs,  wlio  t-ariii 
their  connnoditics  to  Albany,  or  \>  Ii(»  rc<'<'iv('d  I'idlcstant  IMisMm 
rios,  kept  llio  I'rovinco  o(  Canada  in  a  state  oC  perpc  fnal  jealon>v 
contest,  «itli  the  I'.n^lish,  till  the  Con(|iM'sf,  in  the  year  ITfJO. 

IVom  this  view  ol'  tln'  ehar.ieler  and  la^linj;  eli'eels  ol"  the  deM^:' 
and  «)perations  of  the  .lesnils,  «c  retinii  to  the  l)ri(  f  history  of  ti 
C(dony  wliieh  our  limits  permit.  Alh'r  the  peace,  Chaniplaiii  w 
reappoinlctl  (Jovernor,  l)y  the  Company  ;  and  he  hronf;ht  to  (^nih 
a  Tnnnhcr  of  rcspectahle  Colonists  of  the  Komi).!!  Keliyion,  rejcdn 
all  Protestants  as  heinj;  liKilyto  interfere  with  the  religions  tii 
quillitv  oC  the  Coimtry,  and  the  propa^Mlion  of  the  l*'aith.  In  i 
\6"5,  year  KiKr),  Hknk'  Hoiiaui.t,  son  of  the  Marquis  dc  fhivtorhc. 
Jesuit,  j^ave  a  donation  of  six  thousand  crouns    towards  the  found 
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port  of  Missions  for  the  ctinversion  of  the  Indians:  this  project  si  vc 
cccdcd  ;  but  the  general  joy  of  the  Colony  at  the  jirospcct  of  ti  ar 
establishment,  was  interrupted  by  the  death  of  Cluuuplain,  the  ftm  b< 
dcr  of  the  French  I'.mpire  in  America.  IJespccting  the  characfrr  de. 
this  extraordinary  man,  it  is  necessary  to  say  n  few  words.  Me  is  t/ti 
bo  ranked  atuong  !hose  useful  men,  who  oidy  appear  at  intervals 
history,  calculated  to  sei/i>  every  circumstance  of  human  society  t  ve 
tl  promotion  of  a  favourite  enterprise.  At  the  conmiencenu'iit  he 
his  career,  Champlain  was  a  Protestant ;  but  no  soonef  did  he  pi  tie 
ceivc  that  this  profession  would  diminish  the  necessary  conhdencc  rej 
the  men  in  power,  after  the  death  of  Ilony  the  Foini/i,  than  ho  I  po 
tcncd  to  the  persuasions  of  the  Itomish  Missionaries,  and  becanii  H( 
Convert : — his  natural  credulity  evinced  by  the  absurd  stories  cc  shi 
tained  in  his  historical  Memoirs,  conciliated  this  chanjGje  with  I  an 
worldly  projects;  and  his  apostacy,  like  that  of  his  Master,  lUr  tio 
the  Fourth,  was  not  accompanied  by  the  usual  spirit  of  perseciiti  cu 
which  distinguishes  the  vulgar  mass  of  renegades.  As  lie  advanci  ab 
in  years  and  experience,  he  became  prudent ;  but  his  youth  displavi  vil 
the  valour  and  precipitation  of  the  soldier,  rather  than  the  forosif;  esl 
of  a  statesman  ;  and  his  wanton  interference  in  the  quarrels  betwi.  gl< 
t/ic  Iroquois  and  the  other  Indians,  by  offensive  warfare;  while  it  pr  Ai 
duced  a  useless  display  of  the  resources  of  his  genius,  laid  the  finr  to 
dation  on  which  the  religious  ambition  of  the  Jesuits,  built  a  lasti:  'Ae 
hostility  between  the  French  and  Flnglish  Colonists,  leading,  by  a  vej 
tain,  though  slow  steps,  to  the  destruction  of  the  French  Empire  P" 
America.  It  is  indeed  strange  and  almost  unaccountable,  at  tl  •»•* 
day,  that  Champlain  should  not  have  foreseen,  that  his  display  of  li  ^ 


*  Note.— In  the  year  i664,  the  Fev.  John  Eiliott  completed  his   trai.slatioii  of 
Bible,  into  the  Mowhawk  hiiiguagc. 
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oiiH  ttt  (  lit istiimit y,  imrl 
it  mil)   he  siilrlv  iisscih 
'I'M  llii'ir  siiv;iu;r  |)ros('l\i, 
llic  I'lriu'li  ('aiiiidinii  (in 
s  as  (MU'inirs,  wlio  Ciiiin 
/(•(I     I'ritU'stimt    Mis'idi 
'  oC  |Mr|)t  tn;il  j(  iiloi^v 
,  ill  tlic  yi-ar  I  ?<)(). 
iii<^    rllicls  of  tlu'  di'vi:' 
t  tlic    brici'  liistdi  V  d  li 
ic  |»i  ace,    Cliainplaiii  w 
nd   lie  l)n)iip;)it  to  (jiidi 
toniish  Kriijiion,  rijcdn 
with    llir  nli^ious  ti;r 
lion  of  llu'  I'aitli.      In  v 
MfiK/iiis  (/r    f'fnnncln: 
)uns    towards  tlic  loiu)!! 
ii|^    men,  and  lor  tlii'  si 
Indians  :  this  project  si 
ny  nt   the  prospect  ol'  ti 
It  of  Chatiiplaiti,  the  Ion 
I'specling  the   character 
ly  n  lew  words.     Me  is 
tttly  appear  at  intervals 
mce  of  Itittitait  society  I 
At  the    coitinietteetiteiit 
lilt    no  sootier  (hd  he  pi 
10  necessary  conlideticc 
;//  ///."  Fonrl/i,   than  he  I 
issionnrics,   and  heeaiiu 
)y  the  absurd  stories  n 
ed    this  diange   with  I 
tat  of  his  Master,    Ihr 
sual   spirit  of  persecuti 
egades.     As  he  ndvaiict 
t ;  but  his  youth  displiivi 
rather  than  the  foresi}; 
c  in  the  quarrels  bctwt\ 
sive  warfare ;  while  it  jir 
his  genius,  laid  the  fdu 
ic  Jesuits,   built  a  lasti: 
Jolonists,  leading,  by  cr 
of  the  French   Empire 
5t   unaccountable,  at  tl 
n,  that  his  display  of  E. 

coinpleted  his  traislatioii of 


rop<?.ti>  anus,  in  ofleiisive  warfare,  would  iimnediately  force  t/ir  ho-  r-'^^n 
qm/ix  to  obtain  lliiroptan  Allies  on  their  side:  he  was  not  in  the  si-  A.  1>. 
tuatioti  of  the  SpatiiariU  in  South  America,  who  knew  well  that  their 
native  atlvt  rsaritN  could  receive  no  aid  in  arts  or  artns  (rom  Kiiropeaii 
rivals.  ('Iiani|»lain  was,  however,  un(U'Ceived  by  events;  and,  befoitr 
his  dcittli,  he  tnade  many  saciifice.->  to  deleiid  a  contimially  harrassed 
Colonv,  instead  of  carrying  the  war  beyond  its  narrow  bounds.  l*'or 
tWidelenee,  he  was  eventually  obliged  to  depend  chieHy  upon  the 
inttrest  of  tin;  Kccle.-.iastics ;  and  he  becatne  so  zealous  in  the  pro- 
pagation of  till'  I'uith,  that,  itccoiding  to  C'/iur/cvoix,  he  adopted  the 
inakim  that  l/ic  salvalion  of  otu;  soul  wa.s  of  mire  impnrtunre  tlinn 
tht  coiii/iiiwt  of  (in  Einpirr.  .Among  the  most  estimable  traits  of 
Champlain's  cliaracter,  was  his  disinterestedness,  which  prevented  his 
iCCUring  fur  his  descendants,  that  ample  share  of  latids  and  worldly 
goods,  which  would  Itavi-  beeti  prititary  objicls  with  common  adveti- 
turtrs.  Whiii,  afleruards,  the  moderate  possessions  ttf  his  posterity 
were  coni|)ared  with  his  services,  and  with  the  ac(|uisitions  ot  the  fa- 
vourites of  tut  ore  (iovernors  atid  Intendants,  it  became  common, 
among  the  HritishOllicers,  toremark  wheti  they  recognised  some  mem- 
ber of  his  fantily  ;  *•  l/ial  Im  find  the  glonj  aiulllic  misforlunc  of  be  in  p/^ 
de.sctnded  from  Saml".:i.  di:  ('ii.iM/'f..i/s,  l/ie  /irsf,  the  bravest,  and  the 
most  diiintcrcsled  French  iiinwrnor  n/   Cnitdda." 

On  the  death  of  ("hamplain,  Monsieur  Montninrrni/,  became  (io- 
Ycrnor;  and  without  any  oi'  the  hiroic  (jualities  ol'  his  predece.ssor, 
he  was  not  delicient  in  /eal  and  integrity:  the  muchine  of  Colonisa- 
tion which  Chatnplain  had  organised,  his  successor  was  calculated  to 
regulate  atid  keep  in  motiott;  but  he  depended  more,  for  this  pur- 
pose, upon  the  Coin|)any,  than  upon  the  resources  of  his  own  mind. 
He  duly  represented  the  wants  of  the  Colony,  and  endeavoured  to 
show  the  connection  between  its  progress,  and  the  interest,  present 
and  future,  of  the  Association  of  One  Hundred  Partners  before  men- 
tioned; but  he  found  them  careless  of  every  thing  except  the  prose- 
cution of  the  Fur  Trade,  the  nature  of  which,  is  necessarily  unfavour- 
able to  persevering  industry  in  Agriculture  and  in  the  other  arts  of  ci- 
vilised life.  As  a  sort  of  compromise,  however,  between  the  inter- 
ested views  of  a  mere  Mercantile  Company,  which  had  entirely  ne- 
glected the  obligations  of  Colonisation  contained  iti  its  charter,  the 
Association  could  not  refuse  to  grant  lands  to  persons  duly  qualified 
to  form  permanent  Settlements,  not  less  necessary  for  defence  against 
the  Iroquois,  than  for  the  purposes  of  cultivating  the  soil,  and  con- 
VWrting  the  friendly  Indians,     'i'he  first    important  concession  on  this    1640. 

tiple,  was  the  fertile  and  well  situated  hland  of  Montreal,  to 
ticur  Maisonneuve,  and  thirty-four  associates,  on  the  17th  of 
mber,  164-0;  and  which,  after  its  importance  was  ascertained  in 
Fnulce,  both  as  a  Mission  and  as  a  Commercial  station,  became  the 
property  of  the  Religious  Order  of  Sulpicians  of  Paris,  by  confirma-' 
tion  of  the  King,  on  the  15th  of  February,  161'4.     This  compromiss 
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r^-^  hrtwccii  llw  infcrcsts  ol  ll'i  I  iir 'l'i;i<It  i«.  ('(»ii>nl.s;»li<)ii  ;iihI  |;r"|).";:  i- 
A.I),  (ion  oi  till"  I'.iilli,  "iis  «|iii{kly  I'tillowid  liy  im|titrtiiiit  tst.iliIM.mmM 
and  I'liiiiif^ci^  ill  till'  domestic  (".oiutiiiy  «»l"  llii-  (''Hiiiiiy,  (liiiin;;  ili 
iiii.inritv  ol"  Loi  IS  Tin;  I'oiiit  ikimii  <»I"  IVinic.  'I'ln-  i:iu  clu  n.i»  ,^ 
ill'  infill  Illation  opini-d  to  tlio  IU};cii(y,  di.«ij)la\«  d.  in  }.I:ninj;  <  oloiii  ., 
till'  niismanaj^i'incnt  of  the  Coinp  my.  ami  of  its  Srrvaiits  ;  iind  tlii'  ii  ■ 
(•()inpatil)iiity  of  a  (■onipii'tc  monopoly  ol"  'I'ladc  v.itji  tlic  piirposi-s  ol 
('oionisation  ;  and  {^racUiaily  li'd  to  lliu  iwtal)li.>liim  i;t  vi'  Canada,  ii- 
a  Uoyal  (iovt'rnnunt,  in  llu-  }i'ar  IGfi;}.  'I'lu;  sU'ps,  however,  to  l!ii- 
important  mcasnri',  worthy  of  the  age  of  /,f?^/.s  //"  I'mnhni'/i,  nil! 
Ik;  hriilly  mt'ei'd.  When  the  (  s'ahlisliim  nt  of  a  .'-'enlt  nu  >  t  I'lul 
iMissioi),  at  Monireal,  had  liceii  dicidcd.  the  iiifonnalioii  whiih  ji,s  i- 
lied  its  c'Aj)i(lieney  likewise  evineid  tlie  (lemoialisi"-};  riltcts  aid 
other  di^at'.vanlagi's  of  the  moiidjxijy  of  the  I'tir  'I'radi- ;  ami,  uhik' 
the  IIo>pital  e:-tal)lished  in  Moiilnal,  hy  Madami:  i.i;  l>oi  im-on, 
provii'.ed  for  tlu'  eare  of  its  vietims,  it  was  a'so  the  niians  «.f  ascer- 
lainiii};  the  ;;^ievallee^  inflicted  hy  tlu;  str\aits  of  ihi«  Coijipany,  noi 
only  npon  the  r.afive  Indians,  hut  also  upon  /V. v.'/.av,"//.  wln'^e  !;i- 
hour  had  heeii  laid  under  eontribiition,  i'or  the  s;lf!s!i  jiurpo^et;  t.l 
persons,  whose  su[)eiiors,  thri>e  tiuaisaiul  miles  distant,  could  not  it- 
iectiiall}  eoutroiil  them.  The  first  stej)  in  favour  of  Colonisation,  in 
eonsiMjuenee  of  this  information,  was  liie  n  liiKiuIfhment  of  (he  mo. 
nopoly  of  the  I'ur  Trade,  v.hieh,  hy  an  Arret  of  Ilis  Most  C'hristiaii 
Alajcstv,  was  eonlirnud.  The  Company  still  remainiil  I.oid  of  tin 
Soil ;  hut  the  'i'rade  of  the  Country  v, as  laid  open  to  all  its  Inhabi- 
tants.  Mom.iciir  tic  MoulDUi^ni/,  who  was  favourable  to  thoH' 
chaii<ies,  was  recalled  hy  the  (Company,  and  was  sueeeedid,  iu  tin 
year  KliT,  hy  Monsieur  DttilL'hnnl.  The  new  (Jovenior  cndeavouml 
to  eonneet  the  intirests  of  the  Comi)any  with  those  ol' Colonisation; 
but  all  his  projects  apjjcar  to  have  been  i./^iectcd,  owinj;;  to  tliM 
want  of  capital  and  enterprise  which  has  always  formed  a  contra.«t 
between  IVenchmen  and  I'^nglislimen,  in  Colonial  ali'airs.  Monsieur 
Daiileboul,  failin;^  in  v\'i.'yy  efuirt  to  strengthen  the  Country  by  Co- 
lonisation, next  endeavoured,  in  the  }car  ICM-S,  to  form  a  i)erj)clii;il 
alliance  with  the  New  lingland  Colonies,  under  the  conditiim  of  res- 
Irainiiij;  the  In,rjii(iis  from  making  war  againj-t  the  French  and  tlitii 
Iiu'ian  Allies;  but  those  Cojom'es,  though  willing  to  remain  at  peatt, 
could  jjcretive  no  reciprocity  oi  interest  in  the  proposal,  which  virtu- 
ally required  them  to  make  enemies  of  the  Iroijuois,  or  Five  Coiifr- 
derated  'J'ribes  ;  whose  intercourse  and  trade  had  been  advantageous 
to  them. 
1G.!>C.  In  the  year  lfi.^0,  the  Company  resolved  to  separate  its  interim 
from  the  cx|)ensc  and  risk  of  Colonisation,  sent  out  as  Governor,  oiif 
<if  the  Associates,  J\I(>u\iciir  dc  Liituoii,  who  quickly  pereiived  tlu 
inade(|uacv  «>i"  the  ivsourecs  (S  tin.  Company,  to  defend  the  Couiitn 
against  the  Iroijiiuis,  a-ul  preserve  the  respect  of  the  Natives,  and  tli> 
facilities  of  Tiade.     'J'he  majuiily,  however,  of  the  Company,  wuulii 
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ilidii    !iii(.  |!r"|):';:i- 
:iiit    ('>t.il)II-l>iii(  iil< 
iiiiiMV,   (luiin;;    ill 
Till'  iiru    clii  Tliu  \> 
,  ill  f.l:iiii'.'j;  (  olidir-., 
rviiiits  ;  uiid  till'  ii  - 
;itli  tilt'  piirposi's  ol' 
mrt  d"  Caiiatlii,  ii- 
|)s,  liowcvcr,  to  t!ii- 
//'/   I'nitihru'/i,  nil! 
'  a  '•'c'liliiiu"  t    JMiil 
•iii;ili(Ui  \\lii(li  ji.s  i- 
jllisi'!};    cilrcfs    ;;i'il 
Tiiulf  :  !iml,    wliilr 
AMr.  J  i;  r>()i  ii,i-<)N, 
]>v    nui;iis  t<('  iisci;' 
r  till"  ('Miu|>iiiiy,  r.dt 
■('ui'liVirn.  vvlii'sc    !;!• 
s;  llisli    |)iir|)()M'i;  i ; 
istiint,  coukl  liot  d- 
r  of  (loloiiisatioii,  in 
nVImiciit  of  tlic  nio. 
Ills  Most  Cliristiaii 
luiiiicd   1,01(1  of  till 
{'11  to  all  its  Iiilii)Iii- 
"avoiirablc    to    tlui-^L 
s   succ'ccdcil,  in  tin 
)V(>nior  cndcavourcil 
osc  ol'  Colonisalioii; 
c'ted,   owiii;^   to  tliM 
fonacil  a  coiitiibt 
aiiairs.     I\Ioiisiciir 
tlic  Country  by  Co- 
to  form  a  perpetual 
llie  eoiidition  of  rev 
le    Frencli  and  tltiii 
;  to  remain  at  peaci. 
roposal,  wiiieli  virdi- 
juois,  or  Five  Coiil'i' 
i  been  advantageoiii 

separate  its  intcrcK 
)ut  as  Governor,  one 
luickly  pereeived  tlu 
defend  the  Coniitn 
tlie  Natives,  and  iIk 
llie  Company,  wuiilii 


A.  1). 


Hot  ii-'rii  to  III',  dc  ipondlii;,'  Itcport-i ;  and  tiiey  replae*'!  Mm  by  a 
(jni  i.f  iiiilijary  (•i)iiraj,'e  and  reputation,  the  Matipiis  if  .h'^^niioii  ; 
bat  lie  fiHiiid  liis  in.->trii('tinns  ( (piaily  inipi'.tetieal)]'.',  and  l!iat  no- 
thing U'y<  lli.il'  a  j;reaf  di-pl  ly  of  military  forei',  woidd  he  reipiired  to 
iroti'd  tlie  Cohmy  anil  the  tVii-ndly  Indians,  for  the  purposes  of 'I'rade. 
lieantini'j,  the  usual  strn<;j,'!e  between  pride  and  povi-rty,  took  plai'o 
H  t'u-  ini;ids  of  (he  M.ijorily  of  the  iVssoeiates.  The  splendid  ri^dits 
And  lilies  with  uhieh  they  were  investeil,  bad  a  great  elfeet  upon  the 
jjiiiitv  of  I'lTiiehinen ;  and  tlic  Company  made  anotluT  ei'i'ort  to  re- 
«(iii  ilieir  power,  by  sendin^j  out  in  Ifi.lS,  l/ic  Biiion  d' Avtt'i'^Dur,  wiih  KJ.'JS. 
J[s:ii:ill  ruiiforeeim  lit  of  troops,  whieh  opportunely  arrived  to  repel 
in  ii.v.i-^iiMi  ot'  the  Irocpioi-i. 

^    I'lsit,  as  the  propai;ati(m  of  the  Tenets  of  the  Chureli  of  Ilomt  had 
(lore  ei!eet  in  keeping  up  an    interest  in  favour  of  the  Colony  on  tho 
'i;irt  of  i;iiluential  persons  at  the    Court  of  I'raiice,  it  will  be    pr(»per 
0  alliiile  to  tlie  dilferent  establishments  not  already  mentioned,  w  hieb 
i)ok  |)i:iee  with  this  view,  from    the  death  of  C'lianiplain,    till  tlie  im- 
io;  taut  appointment  of  a  Ijirthop  in  ('anada.  The  Jeouils  had  a  great 
hare  i.i  all  tho.^e   establislnnents ;  and,    under    their   proteetion,  the 
irst  Convent  of  Nims  was  ereeted  at  (iuebce,  in  the  year    liV.W),  by 
glADAMr.  DK  iwV  Pki.tuii;,  who  arrived  with  three  Urxii/incs,  aeeom- 
piinied  by  Fiilhrr  Le  Jcuiic,  a  Jesuit.     The  hospital  of  Quebec,  call- 
'*",!  the  IIoTUt,  DiiUJ,  was  founded  the  preeeding  year,  at  Si/ioy,  uii- 
'!•  the   patronage  of  MdduvAC  la    Diu/icssr   d' AiiJ^uiUnii.     The  year 
MJ,    was   (!i->tinguished    by    the    foundation   of  the    Sisters  of  the   1G.51?. 
'oiigregation,   by    MAiuii'KiiiTK  liounciKois,    for  the   cdueation    of 
finale  ehildren,    at  Moiitrai!,    under   the  patronage  of  Monsieur  dc 
Maisniiiicnvc;  and  this  Institution,  with  the  Seminary  of  the  Snlpici- 
•us  of  Paris,   founded  by  the    Abbe    Quelus,   in  1()57,  lormeU  the 
irineipal  sourees  of  the  limited  cdueation  intended  for  the  Colonists, 
''he  Clergy  was  chietly  proposed    to  consist  of  persons  from  France, 
ho  would  Ibrin  a  contidential    link  of  the  Colonial  connection  ;  and 
lis   j)olicy    prevailed    during  the    whole    period  of  the  dominion  of 
'ranee.     JNIeantime,    the  Jesuits,    not   finding  such   encouragement 
'0111  the  ('onipany  as  they  expected,    in  gratuitous  Grants  of  Land, 
obtained  from  the  King,  in  the  lirst  instance,  a  Patent,  enabling  them 
\o  purchase  lands,    which  they,    however,    used  to  a  very  limited  ex- 
tent, looking   forward  to  the  apj)roaching   period  of  a  resumption  of 
jlie  rights  of  the  Crown,  and  the    estal)lishment    of  a  Royal  Govern- 
ment, instead  of  that  of  a  Commercial   Comiiany.     From  the  nature 
#t  tlu'ir  Institute,    this  Society    \vas  gradually   ac(|uiring  a  coni|)letc 
"oiitroul  in  the  clerical  affairs  tnid  instruction  of  the  people  of  Cana- 
la  ;  and,  in  the  year  IGTO,    they  were  not  afraid    to  recommend  the 
IPpoiiitinent  of  a  l^ishop,  expecting,   rather,  that  he  would  be  an  in- 
Itriniient  or  cloak  to  their  ambition,  than  u  cheek  upon  it.     They  al- 
^vays,  ill  (;j^.f^  formed  a  clerical  Ari.stoi.i-acy,  similar  to  the  Aristocracy 
pi  \'enicej  adiuitliiig   only  such  a  ruler  of  Lay-Clergy,  as   tlie  Doge 
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ni  \\'\\u'i\  \\]\o^c  (vt-ry  fti'tion  ujis  scrrctly  ilirtalt'd  fo  liiin,  l»y  )i  ».( 
It'll  Cmiiuil.  Ill  the  year  l()(»!i,  \hv  plan  dl"  <;nituil()ns  IMissions  \v;i, 
nu»(!lli(  (I  ;  and  in  flir  pails  of  tlu'  ColDiiy  wliicli  wvvv  tiiltivalcd  li, 
I'VnHliim-ii,  it  was  proposul  to  providi-  lor  a  I'aiocliial  ('Icif^'sJn 
tyliii's.  as  i'l  l-Vanco.  This  provision  was  not,  however,  ollitinith 
I'xcciiti'tl,  li!l  (hi'  c'iri'iinist.iiirt's  ol'  the  Iiihahitants  were  more  tor 
reelly  aseertaiiied  niuler  the  Koyal  (lovertiiiienl  ;  when  tiie  tythe  wu. 
redueed  in  Canada  to  one  twetity-sixth  part  ol' the  erop  ot'driiin 
raised  lor  the  food  of  man  ;  this  moderate  provision  was  first  eslah 
lished  hy  the  Sovereign  (.onneil  of  Unel)ee,  in  tlie  year  [iU)7,  ami 
eondrnied.  alter  a  period  of  trial,  hy  a  Hoyal  Order  in  the  year  H\~'j. 

IVoin  tliis  antieipation  on  the  important  snhjeet  of  a  Colonial  ^^ 
tablishinent  and  support  of  the  ("lertjy,  >ve  return  to  theeourseoi 
events  \«  hieh  immediately  preceded  the  abandonment  of  the  terriln- 
rial  ri;:hts  of  the  Company.  This  Asso'-iation,  then  redueed  to  Ij 
iMeinhers,  appears,  hy  choosinj;  the  13aron  d'Avangour,  to  have  ratluT 
pntvoked  an  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Kinir,  than  dej)recated  it, 
lie  was  a  man  nmre  calculated  to  cut  than  untie  the  goidian  kiidi 
ol"  iliHieultics  ;  and  he  no  sooner,  by  personal  insjiection,  had  aseii- 
taiiu  d  (lie  do[)lorable  state  of  the  Colony,  than  he  directed  the  Co- 
lonists  to  api)eal  to  the  King,  who  sent  out  a  Commissioner  to  en- 
(juire  itito  the  facts  alledged  ;  and  his  report  having  confirmed  them, 
Ilis  Majesty  decided  upon  the  inmiediate  resum|)tioii  of  his  rights, 
and  erecting  Canada  into  a  Koyal  (Jovernmcnt. 

At  this  critical  jieriod,  the  Jesuits,  in  their  Journals,  reported  a 
physical  event,  which,  not  being  confirmed  by  the  history  or  tradi 
tion  of  the  English  Colonies,  and  their  Indian  Allies,  is  considered  as 
a  mere  fabrication,  calculated,  like  other  pious  frauds,  to  coiiikt; 
disorders  of  Cjovernment  with  the  alarming  phenomena  of  nature, 
The  knowledge  oi'  the  Country  possessed  by  the  Jesuits,  emboldend 
them,  as  is  supposed,  to  insert  the  event  in  their  secret  Journals  ;  and 
they  securely  calculated  upon  peculiar  formations  of  hills  and  ra- 
vines, indicating  the  effects  of  an  earthquake  in  the  Country  below 
(Quebec,  as  supporting  their  assertion  of  the  even*  at  the  tiivie  speci- 
fied in  those  Journals.  This  Legend  we  merely  allude  to,  as  haviiu' 
imposed  upon  some  enquirers  into  Canadian  History,  v.ho,  in  the 
midst  of  uninteresting  events,  appear  to  have  seized  upon  this  willi 
avidity,  in  ord  .'  to  enchain  the  momentary  attention  of  their  rea 
ders  : — it  is  stated  to  have  taken  place  on  the  .'5th  of  February,  olil 
style,  \66'^,  a  dm/  dedicated  to  the  tvors/iip  of  the  Holy  Virgin. 

While  this  alleged  earthquake  was  troubling  the  Territory  and  In 
habitants  of  Canada,  the  Company  were  deliberating  upon  the  Koyal 
Orders  of  Keference,  by  which  Louis  the  FouirrKENTir  directed 
them  to  consider  the  expediency  of  abandoning  to  the  Crown,  their 
Charter ;  the  obligations  of  which,  they  were  conscioijs  that  they  had 
jiot  fidfilled  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  their  real  interest  a- 
mere  Fur  Traders,  csscnliallv   prescribed  hoslili«v  to  French  Coloiii- 
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I'talcd  to  liiin,  l)v  !\  i>( 
raliiitons  iMissions  wn, 
(.I)  wvvv  tiiltivatod  li, 
,  I'arocliial  CIciyN,  li^ 
»t,  howcvor,  t'fliciniilv 
tiiiits  wvrc  inorc  (m 
it  ;  when  the  tytlu*  un, 
(tf  till!  rnip  of  (Jriiiii 
ivisioM  WHS  (irsl  cstali 
ill  tlie  year  KJtJT,  find 
)r(h>r  ill  tlic  year  KiTli 
bject  ol'  a  Colmiial  (s. 
efiirn  to  tlic  course  oi 
onment,  of  tlie  ferrito- 
I,  tlieii  rodiieed  to  Ij 
aiigoiir,  to  liave  rntliir 
iig,  tlian  deprecated  it. 
iittie  the  gonhan  kiioi 
inspection,  had  nseei 
n  he  (hrected  the  Co- 
I  ('onnnissioner  to  en- 
iving  confirmed  them, 
>uni|)tion  of  iiis  rights, 
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i|lti'>M,  and  to  every  measure  wIim  h  eoiild  infcilere  willi 
g^ooeitsitv  of  tlie  native  Indian,  except  his  lov(>  of  war. 
*e(ti)ts  (»r  the  Christian  Religion,  which  the  C^onipany  had  Inii;^  es- 

SBcIrd  to  cheek  this  propensity,  lind.  on  the  contrary,  been  m  w.w.'w 
istoifed  in  practice,  by  tlie  fanatical  zeal  with  wlii(  h  the  .Fc««iiits  iii- 
J'  ind  ihir  converts  against  all  I'agaii  Indians;  and  the  iriciir.Hioim  of 
e  Iroiinois  wvyv  so  lre(|iieiit,  that  the  I'ur  Trade,  on  the  side  of  Ca- 
ipdii,  was  very  much  reduced  ;  and  the  means  of  destruction  in  that 
(ioiiiifiy,  wer(!  turned  chieHy  against  the  human  race,  iii,Htead  of  the 
Air  hearing  Animals.  Cn(Icr  such  circumstances  and  prospiM'ts,  the 
W)iiipaMy,  on  the  '^llli  of  February,  IfifJ.'J,  abandoned  their  rights  to 
^e  King,  w!.o  accepted  the  same,  by  a  lloyal  ICdict. 
-|  Miiiisieiir  <l<:  Mc.\i/,  appointed  (lovernor.  Mnnslnir  dr  Piinr, 
ilpostolical  Vicar,  and  Munsicm  (iaudais.  King's  (lommissioner,  ar- 
ll^'ed  in  (Quebec,  this  year,  accompanied  by  foin-  hundred  regidai 
)ops,  one  hundred  families  us  Settlers,  with  Cattle,  JJorse.s,  and 
ipleiiients  of  Agriculture. 

Moiisiriir  de  (iaiidiiis,  having  administered  the  Oath  of  Allegiance 
t|  the  Inhabitants,  and.  ma(h;  some  temporary  regulations,  the  (io- 
flrnor  published  his  Commission  and  put  in  execution  the  Koval 
Edict  for  the  establishment  of  a  Sovereign  Council,  to  consist  of 
hirnself,  Monsieur  dc  Peltt'C,  Monsieur  liohe.ri,  tlu;  Ifitendant,  and 
l^r  other  (,'omiKellors,  to  be  chosen  l)y  them.  The  powers  eoidcr- 
Hp  on  this  ^'overeign  Council,  extended  to  the  cognisance  of  all 
i|uses  civil  and  criminal ;  to  jndge,  in  the  last  resort,  accf)rdi:ig  to 
1^  Laws  and  Ordinances  of  I'Vance,  and  the  practice  of  the  I'ai'ia- 
?iit  of  I'aris,  reserving  the  general  legislative  power  of  the  Crown 
he  applied  according  to  circumstances.  'J'liis  Council  w.is  farther 
jvested  with  the  regulation  of  (Jornmerce,  the  expenditure  of  tin.' 
d»lie  Monies,  the  establishment  of  Inferior  (.'ourts  at  'J'/irce-Il/vrr.i 
id  Montreal : — indeed,  the  delegation  of  power  was  so  extensive, 
to  form  u  new  era  in  the  Colonial  Government  of  an  absolute 
lonareh. 

I  This  change  was  partly  owing  to  the  imperious  »iccessitics  of  the 
>lony,  and  jiartly  to  the  enlightened  views  of  Coi-b}:kt,  th,;  great 
Bfnjnicial  Mini.ster  of  Louis  the  Fourteent/i,  who,  in  a  period  of  ge- 
J^Jra!  peace,  was  animated  by  the  exam[)lc  of  (hent  Britain,  to  the 
improvement  of  the  Navigation  and  Commerce  of  France,  by  Colo- 
l||al  establishments.  Canada,  therefore,  which  had  languished  for 
)re  than  a  century,  as  an  l^eclesiastieal  Mission,  was  henceforth 
jwed  in  a  temporal  light  also  ;  and  began  to  improve  in  Population 
p  Agriculture.  To  the  benefit  of  a  regulated  Civil  Government, 
is  added  -nereased  military  protection  against  the  Iroquois.  The 
Miy  was  also  gradually  strengthened  by  the  arrival,  at  intervals, 
Settlers  from  Normandy,  Picardy,  the  Isle  of  France,  and  othe«- 
Rpovinces,  all  Roman  ^■afholics,  distinguished  not  less  by  simnlicifv 
«l  manners,    than   by  attachment  to   ancient  customs  and    peculiar 
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i-*-'^--i  modes  (if  ('iil|iv;ili(in.     Tiii'sc  Scfllcrv.   (lircclcd    l>v    llic  .Iisiiils  : 
A.l).  oilier  I'".('i'I(.'-i;i>  lies,  jiinc  i!    sljihle  cliiiiiulci- lo  liii-  |io)iiil;ili(iii  nl  ( 
liiulil  ;   tlioii.'ih  ii  uiililiiry  s|>ii  if  >\!is  cM-iiliiiilly  iiddid.   I)\    Imnf  ii;;,' ; 
dislciiidi'd  Soldi!  IS   ol'  tln'  (a  ii  u.N.\  N    ;iiido(Ii«|-    li<'",iii:(  nls  ;   w!; 
Oliicers  hci'iimc  the  |i|-iiu'i|)id    Sc'if,MK'ui-s  of  llic  Colom',    on  coiidii 
ol'  midvinii  ("oiicessiops  of  Liiiid   iiiidcr    (lie  l''ciid;d  'I'limrc,  iis  ii  . 
exists,    to  llu'  Soldiers    ami  otlii-r  liiliaWiliiiils.      Iiilliis    inaimer,  u 
.^raciiiallv  foniied  and  coneentraled,  under  the  poweiful  pioleelion 
Loni-.  the    I'oiMleenth,    an  aj',i  ienhnrul   ;.iid    inililarv    ;>eo|de.  di,' 
};inslu'(l  hy   hahits  ol'  iniplicil  subinissioii    to  their  ispiiitiud   and  li 
poral  Leaders. 
\(]i)\.       To  proniolt-  the  vimvs   aserlhc-d  to  Col/icrt,  it  was    deemed  cm  . 
cat,  in  the  viar  1()()1,  to  renioilel    and  txiend  the    West  India  '.' 
pany,  adihni:;  Canada  to  thi'ir  possession^:,  sid)ordinati'    to  llii'  (i, 
ol'  IVanee,  «iih  powers  eontroleil    by  Ilis    Maji-sly's   (iovirnor..  ,i 
Intendanls,    in  tlie  dilien-nt.    Colonies.     The  I'ldiel,    eslal)!.  Miin;;  i 
new  Company,  is  an  important    historical  Doeunient,  displaying;  i 
r\fensivi<  views  of  the  I'reneh  (-al)inet,  both  with  respei't  to  Cnlo, 
and  Politieal  ajjiiraniiisemenl.  I'mniin;;,   likewise,   one  of  the    lii,!,. 
that  ehaiii  ofeviiIenet%  whieli  convinees  the  unprejudieed  nadn,  ,, 
iho  ambilion  of  /.auis  the    l\iii)l('cii!li^  was  not  conliued    to  l^iuuj. 
l)ut  endjiaced  every  (niarler  of  the  (ih)l)e.     It  is  not  fore i;.!;n    toi 
subject  to  allude  to  those  views;  because  ihey  will  enable  us  to  ti;, 
that  ambitious  course  of  |)olicy  in  Canada,  wliieli,  al'ter   excilinj,M 
jealousy  of  the  neighbouring-  Hiilisli    Colonies,  linally  let!,  under  ii 
circumstances,   to    the   expulsion  ol'  IVencli    dominion    from    N"i 
Amerii-a.     This    Indict,    which  confers  civil  and   military  powers 
the  West   Inilia    Company   ol  I'Vance,    similar   to  those   aflerwiii 
p-anted  by  (Jreat   Ib-itain  to  ibc  East  lujli;   Company  ol"  laiglanil, 
distinguished  from  the  latter,    by  naturalising  Toreign    titocklioldi 
liut  we  shall  translate  a  part  of  the  (icneral    laiactment,  and  bii, 
allude  to  the  details.     Alter  stating  the  motives,  the  lioyal  Will  |i: 
ceeds  as  lollows : — "  ]\'c  licrchij  csldUis/i  ii  IVcst  Iiid/'n    Coiiipin.'ii. 
"  lie  composed  o/'  prrs.tiis  ahriu/i/  inlcrc.stcd  in  ilic  Caiiliiiciit  oj  Av, 
"  ;<'f7,  a}td  others  of  (^nr   Subjects  xk-Iio   may  ivi.^'h  to  heconic   Sloc/Jin. 
*'  crs,  for  t/ir  purpose  of  cnrri/liiir  on  iJic    Canuucrce  of  that  Cuuni' 
*\/rovi  the  Jiivcr   Aiiia:ioi!,  to  the  Oronoco,  likctvisc  the  Is/ands  ..'«;. 
^^  les,  possessed  b^/  Vrenchmi'n,  Canada^  L' Acadic,  both  Contineui  c. 
♦*  Islands,  froDi    the    Xotth   of  Canada,  to    Virtxiitia    and   l'luriu.\ 
**n!s)thc    Const  of  Africa,  j'rovi    Cape    I'crd,    to  the  Cape  of  (i 
"  Hope,  so  far  as  the  said  Compani/  maij  be  able  to  penetrate,  'shcu 
"  the  said    Cnunlries  ma//   7ioxv  appertain  to  ns,  (.''•■   heitn^,    or  haw 
*'  been  occupied  hi/  Fienchmen,  or  in  so  far  as  the  said  Conipaui/  dc 
*'  establish  itself  bi/  exterminating  or  conquering  the  Natives  or  Cji 
"  sisTS  of  such  ErnorEAS  Natiojisas  arc  not  our  Allies." 

Among  the  details,  we  lind  the  following  remarkable  particulars:- 
1.  The  Company  is  br^ndto  carry  out  and  establish  asuilicicnt  im; 
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led  l>y  till'  .Ii'siiil^  ;i 
o  liu'  |i()))uliitii)ii  <i|  ( 
•  juldi'tl,  l>\'  liu'iif  in;;  i 
llu  r  llcv.inu  Ills  ;  w!;: 
ic  Coloiiv,  on  rondii 
"'flldiil  'I'l'iuiic,  J1-.  il  > 
..      Ill  this    iiiiiniicr,  w 

V  |>o\\(  iTiil  pi'iiUiliiiii 
iriililmv  ;>i'<i|tk\  «!i:^l. 
lluMi'  spiritual   ami  tr 

,  it  was  (Iccnu'd  cm  i 
(1  the  Wi'sl  Iinli;i  C, 
hoidinati'  In  llu'  Civ 
ajiv^ly's  (iovcriuiis  ;i 
I'-dii'l,  rslalili.iliiii;;  i 
ii'imii'iit,  disphiyiiiu-  i 
witli  rrspcct  to  ('nlo; 
\sv,  out"  ul'  tlu'  lii.i,. 
iiipri'judicH'd  rtJii'i  r,  ,. 
tot  coiiliiu'd  to  lluii:; 
It  is  not  iorc  I;.!,ii    to  i 

V  ^vill  enable  ws  to  (r: 
\ iiicli,  alU'i"  cxcitiiii,'  i 
s,  litially  It'd,  uiuU-r  m 

doniiiiion  Iroin  N"i 
and  military  powers 
ar  to  those  allerwiii 
'onipaiiy  ol"  laii^laiid, 
;  l-'oreiij;ii    JStoeKIiohli 

laiactnieiit,  and  bii. 
ves,  tlie  lioyal  Will  |i: 
I 'est  I II  din    Com  pan jj, 

the  Continent  o/  Ji,: 
i.sh  to  bccovic  Sloc/aii:. 
iimcrcc  of  that  Count' 
{'cn'isc  the  Islands  An:.] 

die,  both  Contivcnt  c. 
ririliiiia   and   l'lurh'i'-\ 
d,    to  the  Cape  of  (i 
h!c  to  penetrate,  idw:: 
IS,   w    /jeiiia;,    or  ha\: 

the  said  Coinpani/  ■*/'' 
//(J  the  Nativcn  or  CjI 

our  Allies.' 
Miiarkable  i)artlculars;- 

jtablisli  a  sullicicnt  m 


r  of  IViests,  nnd  fo  builil  (lluin  lies  and  Houses  for  tlicli  accorn-  r-^>— > 
datioiN  and  lor  tlie  pertbnnanee  of  tlieir  Holy  l''iiiietions.  2.  An  A.  D. 
eresi  in  I  be  Company    slioiild  not    dero<fate  IVoiii  the    privileges  of 

nobility  of  tlu!  Kingdnni.  .'?.  'I  he  Stoik  or  Shares  wvrv.  iriadu 
nsli'rahle,    and    flu"  rev(  oiu!  or  prohfs  of  them  alone,  could  be  at- 

icd  lor  Debts  owiiiji;  by  the  Holders,  even  to  the  Kin^i  himsel/'. 
The  Company  was  (o  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  the  Territories  and  the 
idi-  of  the  Colonies  ihiis  cooeedi-d,  lor  lorfy  years :  it  was  iu)t  only 
'enjoy  the  exehisivc  Navi;^Mtioii,  but  His  Majesty  conferred  a  boiin- 

ol"  thirty  lavres  on  every  ton  of  (ioods  exported  to  IVaiuM!  ; 
I  sii'.h  imported  Col()nial  Merchandise  as  had  paid  tlu,-  Ciis- 
1    and  other  ilulies   on    consuinptinii,    could    be    n-exporte<l    i)y 

Company,  without  any  charge  cf  jxport  duty.  5.  The  Conijjany 
js  not  only  eii('o\vi;d  as    Seigneur  with  all    the    uncoiieeded    laniJs, 

invested  with  the  right  of  extinguishing  the  titles  of  S(.i;.riii')ri''s 
lilted  or  sold  by  previous  Companies,  on    condition  of  reiinbiirsing 

(iraiitets  and   I'urehasrrs  for  t'.uir   costs  and    imiirivements.     (1. 
King  assumed  all  claims  of  previous    (Companies    established   in 

Colonies  by  himself  or  his  predecessors;   and   the  new  Cooipruiy 

invested  with  all  the    Seigniorial    rights  and  dues    already  borne 

fthc  Inhabitants,  as  Seigniorial    Vassals,  with  power  Id  eonnnnlc  or 

nmli/'i/  them,  as  well  as  to  make  new  Cirants  or  Sales.     7.  The  Coin- 

i^as  to  have  a  right  to  all   Mines  and    Minerals,  the   power  of 

'in'^  and  recruiting  Soldiers  within    the  Kingdom,    nianufai  tiiring 

Is  and  ainrinmition  for   the  defence  of  their   possessions,  building 

ts,   and   even   declaring   and  carrying   on  war    by   Sea  and  I. and 

linst  the  native  Indiai;s  or  neighbouring   foreign  ('olonies,  in  case 

Insult.     H.  To  add  to  the  splendour  of  the  Company,  a  ('oat    of 

ns  was  a]s!>  granted,  as  stated  in  the   language  of  heraldry  below 

note;*  but  it  was  ordered  that  when  those  Arms  should  be  af- 
|d  to  warlike  instruments  and  cquij)ments,  they  should  be  sur- 
pnted  by  the  Royal  Arni^  of  r'ance.  9.  The  administration  of 
[ice  was  to  be  according  to  the  Laws  and  Ordinances  of  the 
jgdom,  and  tlie  custom  of  Paris,  and  no  other   custom  was  to  be 

(duccd  into  the  Colonies.     10.  To  encourage  emigration,  as  well 

gratify  the  present  Inhabitants,  all  Colonists  and  Converts  pro- 

ing   the  Romish  Faith,  were  declared   capable  of  enjoying  the 

jBe  rights  in  France  and  in  the  Colonies,  as  if  they  had   been  born 

resident  within  the  Kingdom.  11.  Lastly,  in  this  munificent 
let,  His  Majesty  agrees  to  advance  one  tenth  of  the  whole  stock, 
lout  interest,  for  four  years,  subject  to  a  proportion  of  all  losses 
:h  might  be  incurred  during  that  period,  by  the  Company, 
'hen  this  new  monopoly  was  reduced  to  practice  in  Canada,  the 
ibitants  made  several  complaints,  which  were  listened  to  by  the 

ipany ;  and  at  length  their  grievances  w  ere  decisively  redressed  by 

["  Un  Ecusson,  en  champ  d'Azur,  seme  dejleurs  dc  lyt  d'or  saAs  noml/re,  deux 
yigen  pour  support,  el  une  Couronne  trfjlee. 
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llic  compromising  Ho\;il  Anrt  ol'jlu'  Coiiiuil  of  Slnlc.  «I;il('(l  iIm  ^ 
of  April,  l()(i6,  \\l)i('li  graiiliHl  to  tiio  Iiiliiibitniils  ot'CiiiunIa  tlu;  Tiin 
ill  I'lirs,  Kul)j«'i't  to  nil  jillowam'c  of  oiu'  lomlli  oliill  Hcavrr  Skins,  ji; 
ono  (oi)th  ol'all  HuH'alo  Skins,  and  the  total  reservation  to  tiic  Cmi 
pany  oCtlic  Trado  ol'ladoiissac,  siluated  aUonf  seventy- live  miles  In 
low  (^i!el)eo,  nt  tlie  mouth  of  the  Sajjiienay  Kiver.  ThiK  hinilic 
arangement,  ealeulated  to  diminish  the  temptation  t«»  snui;;j;lir 
whiih  a  close  monopoly  vvould  have  prodneed,  etndd  not  prevent  ii 
and  we  are  aeeordinj^dy  presentetl  in  the  Keiords  ol'tlie  (-olony,  \vii 
the  usual  stratagems  of  Smugjj;lers  to  evade  every   regulation  (or  il 

»\  preservation  of  rights  and  eolle<fion  of  docs,  uhieh  appear  only  to  I 

a  reasonable  eompensiition  lor  those  expenses  of  the  Administrati: 
ol'.lustiee,  to  whii-h  the  Company  was  suhjeefi-d,  and  whieh  I  lis  i\|; 
jesty's  Conuuissioner.  M<)u,<iirur  J)c  Cuti(/ais,  had  estimated  at  I'or 
l'<ight  'I'housand  Nine  Hundred  and  I'il'ty  Livres,  being  the  agp 
gate  of  the  Salaries  of  the  ordinary  Judges,  exclusive  of  the  otii' 
Civil  OHieers,  payable  by  the  King. 
}605'  In  the  year  \C)()5,  Monsieur  I)e  Me/y  was  succeeded  as  (lovert: 
by  INIoMsieur  l)e  Coureelles ;  and  Monsieur  l)e  Talon  was  a|)pniii!i 
Intendant,  whose  Commission  besides  the  usual  duties  ol"  Supin: 
tending  Financial  and  Land  Afl'airs,  gave  him  jurisdiction  in  vurin 
criminal  and  civil  matters  under  the  (Jovernor. 

In  the  year  lt)()6,  the  (lovernor  Cicneral,  the  Marqiiis  Dc  True 
who  had  tirst  attended  to  his  duties  in  the  West  India  Islands,  visili 
Canada  ;  where  he  ordered  the  building  of  three  torts  as  a  part  of  tl 
military  defence  of  the  Colony  against  the  Irocpiois  :  the  first  ti 
was  constructed  by  Monsieur  Sofd,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  So' 
jj  or  C/innibh/,  and  called  by  his  name ;  ihe  second    by   Monsieur  I 

13  C}i(tmbly\   and  the  third   hy  Monsieur  Dc  .Srt///V/<\s  Colonel  e!  t; 

Carignan  Uegiment,  all  on  the  same  Kiver ;   the  last  fort  was  naim 
Si.  'Ifurese;  where  the  Colonel  tslablished  his  Head  (Quarters. 

This  year,  the  Marquis  I)e  Tracy  made  an  incursion  into  tl 
Country  of  the  Iroquois,  or  Mohawks,  usually  called  so  by  tl 
the  English  on  account  of  their  chiefly  frequenting  the  banks  of  tl ' 
INJohawk  River  : — the  Indians  saved  themselves  by  flight,  with  the  c 
ception  of  a  few  t)ld  men  and  women;  whose  slaughter  was  celebr; 
cd,  by  singing  'J'e  Dcum  in  I'le  Cathedral  of  Quebec,  by  order  oft: 
Ciovernor  (Jencral. 

Before  this  period,  the  successful  incursions  of  the  Iroquois  Iii 
suggested  the  expediency  of  concentrating  the  Settlements  ;  and 
Koynl  Edict,  dated  the  '21st  of  March,  16G3,  directed  that  no  morelar 
should  be  cleared  and  inhabited,  ^ \cept  in  spots  contiguous  to  cai 
other;  this  Edict,  though  not  strictly  obeyed,  has  given  a  deci^' 
characteristic  to  the  French  Canadian  Settlements,  which  no  niodf 
observer  can  account  for,  except  on  the  principle  of  military  delVnc 
and  thi?  concentration,  continued  by  various  circumstances  sir.ce  i 
Conquest,  is  one  of  the  causes  which  have  left  the  North  Easit 
frontier  of  Lower  Canada  nearly  a  desert,  and  exposed  to  the  Ttr 
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Dill!  |ir<teiision«  of  the  United  Stales  ;    for  il,  innlei  tlic  IVeiit  b  and  r^^-^ 
riii^Iisli  (i.tvernnient,  the  IOc(leniiiHtieul  and  Milit.iry  Superiors  of  the  A.]). 
)iiiM(iiinis  li;i(l  eiieoiiia;;t'd    back    SeltleiiKiil>,  W(;  slioiild  never  have 
it'Mrd  of  tlie  present   pn-lensions    of  the   new   Sliife  of   .Maine  upon 
iikU  uilliii!    twelve    miles  of  (iiu-btu-  :    the  fact  oi"  Ion;;    c)e(iipaiiev 
fuiiid  have  been  decisive,  preventing   not  only  the   pwhsible    loss  of 
feriiioiy,  but  also  the  expenses  of  negolialion  or  warfare  to  obtain  and 
reserve  an    ade(|iiate    land  comniuniealioii  between  Lower  ('anada 
KJ    New   IbiinHwiek. 

'I'liis  ye:;r,  the  (iovernor  (ieneral,  notwitlistanding  the  renionslrance    l'i'17 
p'  Mc:':>inirl)e'/'u/()n  tlu;  Intendant,  conbrmed  to  iheVVeHt  India  I'oiii- 

Einy,  williiii  (!anuda,  the  saiiK;  rights,  privilegen  and  authority  wliicli 
1(1  bei'ii  iiijoyed  by  the  C'oinpany  of  One  llundred  Associates  alrea- 
d|y  iiienlioned  ;  and  being  now  more  than  seventy  years  of  age,  he  rc- 
£rned  to  IVance. 

Monsieur  Dc  7'tilou,  a  man  of  science   and   <;xtenNive  vicrws,   had 
It  been  long  in  ('anada,  before  he  perceived  the  natural   interest  ol' 
k'  Company  to  be  adverse  to  Colonisation  ;    and  the  whole  sc(>pe  of 
Is  measures  in  the  Colony,  And  of  bis  correspondence  with  the  great 
liiiislcr  Cnlliett^  tended  to  hasten  that  resumption  of  the  rights  of  tlu; 
rown,  which    his    perseveiing    remonstrances,    combined   with    the 
Jniplaidts  ot  the  Colonists,  at  length  obtained,  at  a  great  [)ecuniary 
licrilice  on  the  part  of  the  King,  in  the  year  JG74'. 
With  these  views,  the  Intendant  endeavoured  to  direct  the   indiis- 
of  the  Inhabitants  to  other  objects  than  the  Fur  Trade  ;    he  drew 
attention  of  Colbert  to  the  means  of  obtaining  warlike  instruments 
id  naval  stores  within  the  Colony  ;  he  pointed  out  the   Iron  Mines 
St.  Maurice ;  the  Pine  Masts  and  Oak  for  Shipbuilding,  on  the  bor- 
frsofihe   St.   Lawrence;   the  capability   of  the   soil    to  produce 
[enip;  and  the  worthy  correspondent  of  a  great  Minister,  appears  to 
^ve  had  the  most  coTcct  and  extensive  views,  as  to  the  resources  of 
Colony  and  the  means  of  rendering  them  available,  not  only  for 
|e  iiiterests  of  the  Colonists,  but  for  the  Empire  at  large. 
[This  year,  Monsitur  De  Talon  visited  France  ;  and,  by  his  energetic 
presentations,  obtained  the  transmission  of  instruclions  to  the  Gov- 
^^^lor,  and  a  variety  of  uu.isures  calculated  to  favor  Colonisation.  An 
^erval  of  peace  with  the  Iroquois,  favored  the  views  of  the  Intendant, 
permitted  the  location  of  part  of  the  dinbanded  officers  and  soldiers 
Sthe  regiment  Carifruan,  upon  lands  granted  under  the  Seigniorial  or 
'udal  Tenure.      The  statement  of  tlie  population  given  to  Colbert, 
iwing  a  great  excess  of  males,  the  King  used  means  to  encourage  the 
pker  sex  to  brave  the  dangers  of  a  long  voyage  ;  and  several  hun- 
»ds  of  young  women  were  induced,  by  temporal  and  spiritual  mo- 
Js,  to  go  to  Quebec  ;  where,  under  the  patronage   of  the  Govern- 
|nt,  they  speedily  obtained  husbands;  and,   under  the  direction  of 
Friests,  contributed  much  to   improve  the  peace  aud  domestic 
l|bnomy  of  the  Country.     This  encouragement  to  legitimate  popu-  1670. 
ion,  was  followed  by  a  RoyalEdict,  dated  the  12th  of  April,  1670,  by 


XMV 


INTRODUCTION. 


'    ■  I 


Ir'lir 


m 


Hll  M 


'^^l 


i":  •■ 


0 


P-A--^  which  his  Majesty  granted  a  pension  of  three  hinulrcd  livres  to  parent,  thf 
A.  D.  wlio  had  ten  children,  and  of  four  hiuulri d    Mvres  to  those  m  lio  lii.t,  ami 
twelve,  born  in   lawful  wedlock,   and  alive  and   yell  at  the  period  tr     |B 
a))plying  for  the  Royal  Boiuity.  ( ^n  each  marriage  of  a  male  of  twenty  ch||r 
with  a  female  of  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  under,  a  gratnity  of  twenty  eft( 
five  livres  was  ordered  ;  and  the  Sovereign  Council  was  ins^tructed  i  citpi 
impose  penalties  on  all  such  I'arentsas  should  not  join  their  children  ii 
marriage  before  they  attained  the  ages  before  mentioned.     These  if. 
gulations,  tiivored  in  their  execution  by  a  variety  of  circumstances,  li.ti; 
a  lasting  effect  upon  the  I'Vench  popidation  of  Canada  ;  and,  at  the  |)t 
riod  whan  we  write,  though  it  contains  a  moderate  proj)ortion  ofwidowi 
and  orphans,  it  exhibits  fewer  o*'  the  anomalies  of  old  bachelors  and  oklMi 
maids,  than  any  other  population  of  European  origin.  ^^' 

About  this  time,  the  experimental   relijj;i(>us  conmiunitics  alre;i(!yJttj|e 
mentioned,  established  in  Qiirhec,  Thee  hivns i\m\  Mnntrea/,  for  ih: 
liniited  education  of  the  people,  which  suited  the  ideas  of  the  age  ai ' 
views    of    temporal  and   spiritual  doniiuiition,     were    confirmed  In 
Royal  Edicts  ;  and  large  tracts  of  land  WvMc  granted  in  mortmain  fit 
their  support.     Under  such  circumstances,  a  population  was  gradunlij* 
moulded  into  a  shape  suited  to   the  views  ot  the  Government  of  the 
Mother  Country,  by  tlie  effect  of  French  Institutions,  and  fitted  to  pi 
a  conspicuous  part,  in  advancing  the  Colonial  ambition  of  Franci 
which,  soon  after  this  period,  explored  the  course  of  the  great  Rivtrf** 
Mississippi,  by  the  enterprise  of  the  unfortunate  MmmctirDeLaSallt^' 

At  this  point  of  our  historical  summary,  it  may  be  proper  to  antici 
pate  a  few  of  the  advantages  which  the  increasing  population  of  Ca-**; 
nada  offered  to  the  ambitious  views  oi'  Louis  the  14M.     The  wonderP 
ful  zeal  and  perseverance  of  the  .Jesuit  Missionaries  were  more  instru-, 
mental  in  obtaining  allies  to  the  French,  than  converts  to  the  tenets  or* 
the  Church  of  Rome ;  and,  by  their  negotiations  and  intrigues,  thrv 
frequently  paralysed  the  hostility  of  the  Jroquois  ;  while  the  able  and' 
active  Administration  of  Talon,  promoting  Industry  and  Commerce,  led 
to  that  concentration  of  power  in  Canada,  upon  which  basis,  the  Mori 
arch  founded  his  future  encroachments  on  the  Hnglish  Colonies ;  and 
established,  at  last,  a  chain  of  military  posts  from  Quebec,  on  the  St.Lnv:-^ 
rencc,  to  New  Orleans,  on  the  Mississippi.  Among  those  advantages, 
}ione  are  more  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  reader  of  Canadian  hk-,.' 
tory,  than  the  attachment  to  the  glory  of  the  Mother  Country,  wbicli 
the  established  Seminaries,  superintended  by  natives  of  France,  for  tlic^ 
education  of  the  higher  classes,  and  the  instruction  chiefly  religious  oi 
the  people,  tended  to  produce.     The  result  o»   the  measures  of  the 
Civil,  Military  and  Ecclesiastical  Superiors  of  the  Colonists,  combined 
in  forming  their  character.     From  the  earliest  dawn  of  intellect,  the 
ideas  of  the  young  Canadian  were  systematically  connected  with  the^^ 
greatness  of  his  King,  and  the  glory  of  France.     The  Religious  RitCsL^ 
and  Ceremonies,  the  Government,  the  Laws,  the  names  of  Civil,MiIitauJJj^ 
ry  and  Religious  Institutions,  Edifices,  Streets  and  Public  Roads ;  the|^^ 
Language,Literature  and  Amusements  were  calculated  tore-produccin^]^ 
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iimlrcd  livres  to  parcin.  tl||  ncwCountry,  all  those  diaraetoristies  of  the  old,  which  the  eliniate  rj^ 
ivres  to  those  who  li;,i.tgi  other  eireumstanees  would  pern\it. 

I  yell  at  the  period  u  ^®ut,  owinj;  partly  to  the  national  ambition  connected  with  these 
ge  of  a  male  of  twenty  cWj-acteristics,  the  French  could  not  long  preserve  Canada  from  the 
•,  a  gratuity  of  twentviBcts  of  the  jealousy  of  the  English  Colonies,  supported  by  the  in- 
uneil  was  instructed  tf  C|||isiiig  naval  and  military  forces  of  Great  Britain,  which  power, 
ot  ioin  their  children  ii  th(| expulsion  of  James  the  Second,  became  the  lasting  rival  of  Vni 
mentioned.  These  n.  «*|very  part  of  the  world. 
,•  of  circumstances,  hat  .Jthough  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  in  the  year  1671,  was  chiefly  occn-  ^^.-, 
anada  ;  and,  at  the  ii  pW  '»  negotiations  and  intrigues,  preparatory  to  his  war  against  tlie 
te  proportion  of  widowiSpcn,  his  Minister  Colbert,  nevertheless,  appears  to  have  paid  atteu- 
iifold  bachelors  and  ok tto  to  the  Representations  oi'  Monsieur  Talon,  on  the  means  ol'  en- 
j„.jjji„^  CflSf''ip'"K  Colonisation  in  Canada  ;  for  a  Royal  Edict,  dated  the  4th  of 
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e,  IG7'i,  reduced  the  extent  ofconcessions  of  land, one  half,  alleging, 
reason  for  this  act  of  power,  that  an  investigation  Imd  proved  that 
original  concessions  were  larger  than  the  means  of  cultivation  pos- 
id  by  the  holders  ;  and  that  those  concessions,  being  conveniently 
,ed  on  the  banks  of  rivers,  prevented  His  Majesty  from  adequately 
uraging  Emigrants  from  France,  except  by  this  retrenchment.  This 
t  may  serve  to  readers  of  tlie  present  day,  as  a  specimen  of  the  ab- 
le authority  exercised  by  the  King  over  the  property  of  his  Colo- 
Subjects,  acting  to  them  niich  in  the  same  manner  as  he  did,  un- 
lolenm  treaties  with  foreign  powers;  in  his  ratification  of  which, 
s  jocularly  remarked,  by  a  Dutch  Merchant,  that  his  name  should 
always  been  preceded  by  the  salvo,  *'  Sauferreurs  et  omissions." 
'he  gradual  approaches  to  the  dissolution  of  the  rights  of  the  Com- 
,  were  marked  by  yearly  accessions  of  power  to  the  Intendant,  who 
this  year  authorised  to  frame  Regulations  of  Police,  for  Canada  and 
cadie,  (called  by  the  English,NovA  Scotia,)  which  had  been  given 
ly  Great  Britain,  to  France.     Monsieur  Talon  was  empowered  by 
lame  Edict,  to  establish  the  ordinary  Judges  in  the  latter  Colony, 
eantime,  the  French  had  profited  by  the  [)eace  with  the  Iroquois, 
mbine  in  more  strict   alliance,  the  whole  of  the  Indians   on  the 
dian  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  its  parent  Lakes.    Monsieur 
mson,   made  a  treaty  with   the  North    Western   Tribes,   at  the 
of  St.  Mary;  where  a  Cross,  inscribed  with  the  Arms  of  France, 

^ader  of  Canadian  Hiv*^»*^,*^  "P  !"  *"^6"  *^^  the   possession  and   protection  of  the   whole 

liMiof  Territory  by  Ilis  Majesty. 

be  Iroquois,  Mohaxicks  or  Five  Nations,  as  they  are  indiscrimin- 

called,  had  pretensions  on  both  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  ami 

oth  coasts   of   the  Lakes ;    but   the  FVench   now    employed 

leans   of   intrigue,  to  drive   them  from  the  Canadian   side ; — 
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ission  to  do  so  at  the  mouth  of  Lake  Ontario,  which,  under  tlie 

ement  of  his   Successor  in  the  Government,    Count  Frontenac 

le  a  Fort  of  considerable   strength,  and  eventually   served  the 

ded  purpose  of  driving  the   Five  Nations  to  the  English  side  of 

akes  and  River. 
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A.  D.  nrhiirury  (l!y))o>itioii,    Mousieur   Talon  wiis    prtvailtd  on   to  leniain, 
partly  by  tlit-  express  command  of  tlie  Kin};,  and  partly  by  bis  eti^'irl 
desire  to  extend  ibe  dominion  of  France,  in  tbe  interior.     Tbe  great 
Itiver  Mississippi,  wbich  tbe  Indians  of  tbe  rails  of  St.   Maiy  luid 
vaj^uely  described   as  running    neillwr  to  the  East  nor  to  the  Sorlli, 
was  now  tbe  great  object  to  be  explored  ;  and  after  a  preliminary  ex- 
jiedition,   by  Marquet,  a  Jesuit,  and  Juliet,  a  Geograpber,   w  ho  de-  k 
scended  tbe  Mississippi    as  far  as  to  its  confluence  with  tbe  Arca7t.'n.i\ 
liiver,  the  famous,  though  unfortunate    J.a  Salle,  undertook  to  traco; 
it  to   tbe  Gulpb  of  Mexico.     This  great    enterprise,   patronised  hy 
IVontenac,  involved  great    difficulties ;  La  Salle  could   not,  like  tlie 
Jesuit  and  his  disguised  Geograpber,  pass  through  the  Indian  Tribes, 
without  exciting  their  jealousy ;  for  be  took  with  him  a  considerable  s 
force,  in  order  to   establish  a  chain  of  Posts  on  his   route   from   the 
Falls  of  St  Mary,  to  tbe  Mississippi.     Those  establishments  occupied 
him  more  than  three  years  :  and,  having  descended  the  River  in  the 
sunimer  of  1G82,  so  far  as  to  ascertain  its  discbarge  into  tbe  Gulph 
of  Mexico,  he  returned  to  Quebec  in   the  following  spring  ;  and  was 
encouraged  by   tlie  Governor  and  tbe   Intendant,  to  go  to  F"ranco, 
with  tbe  view  of  ascertaining  his  discovery,  by  sailing  from  tbe  Gulph 
of  Mexico,  and  then  estabbshing  a  Colony  on  the  banks  of  tbe  Mis- 
sissippi. 

But  we  have  anticipated  on  the  course  of  events,  and  must  now 

1G74.  return  to  the  year  1674-;  when  tbe  King  of  France,  by  an  Edict  dat- 
ed in  December,  resumed  his  rights  to  all  the  Territories  conceded 
to  tbe  West  India  Company.  This  resumption,  ascribed  to  the  joint 
representations  of  the  Intendant  and  the  Colonists,  has  a  greater  ap- 
pearance of  equity,  than  most  of  the  Royal  Mandates  of  absolute 
Monarchs ;  tbe  King  assumes  all  the  Debts  of  the  Company  and  the 
current  value  of  the  Stock,  and  takes  upon  him  that  expense  of  the 
administration  of  justice,  to  which  the  Corporation  was  subjected. 

1675.  A  Royal  Edict  dated  tbe  5th  of  June,  J  675,  confirmed  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  ^Sovereign  Council,  which  was  ordered  to  be  compos- 
ed of  the  Governor,  Francois  de  Laval,  lately  appointed  Bishop, 
by  the  Pope,  or  in  his  absence,  the  Grand  Vicar,  with  seven  other 
Counsellors.  In  this  Council,  the  Governor  was  first,  the  Bishop,  or 
his  Representative,  before  mentioned,  second,  and  the  Intendant, 
third  In  rank  :  it  was  also  the  duty  of  the  Intendant,  to  take  the 
Votes,  and  pronounce  the  Decrets  of  the  Sovereign  Council,  and  he 
had  the  general  superintendence  of  the  King's  Courts. 

Monsieur  de  Talon,  having  succeeded  in  destroying  a  Company 
which  he  considered  hostile  to  Colonisation,  retired  to  France  ;  and 
Monsieur  de  Chesnau  was  appointed  in  his  place,  with  increased  pow- 
er. He  was  directed  to  superintend  and  support  the  Inferior  Judges? 
and  Officers ;  to  see  that  the  Sovereign  Council  conformed  in  all 
cases,  Civil  and  Criminal,  to  the  Ordinances  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
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llcgulatlon;-.,  in  concurrenc 
with  the  (.."ouncil,  to  he  executed  by  the  Interior  Judges,  and  even  t 
make  them  at  his  discretion,  in  case  of  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
Council.  The  Intendant  appears,  in  his  Civil,  as  well  as  his  I'iuan- 
(ial  Department,  responsible  to  the  King  only;  and  from  an  investi- 
gation of  the  Colonial  Itecords,  it  would  seem  that  no  Colonial  Tii- 
|)unal  could  punish  malversation  in  any  Oflicer  of  the  Civil  Depart- 
ment :  but,  by  an  act  of  power,  on  the  pe..  wA  responsibility  of  the 
Covernor,  he  might  be  suspended  from  his  functions,  dismissed,  or 
tvcn  imj)iisoned  ;  but  his  cause  was  always  cognisable  by  His  Majes- 
ty only.* 

Thr  Count  de  Fronierinc  was  of  a  violent  and  arbitrary  disposition  ; 
niul,  after  (piarrelling   with  the  Priests,    and  also  with    various  Civil 
Olliccrs,  his  disputes  with  the  Intendant,   who  represented   His  Ma- 
jesty in  Financial  matters,  brought  on  a  crisis  producing  the  recall  of 
botli.     During  the  Administration  of  Monsieur  de  FruiitennCy  his  own 
arbitrary  disposition  extended  to  his  Delegates,   in  the   inferior   and 
bcctional  Governments ;  and  an    Edict  was   issued  by  His   Majesty,  if,-f), 
tliited  the   7th  of  May,  1679,   prohibiting   the  imprisonment  of  any 
French  Subject  or  Colonist,  except  by  order  of  the  Governor   Gene- 
ral, or  by  Decree  of  the  Sovereign   Council :  these   authorities  were 
justly  considered  by  his   Majesty,  as  more   amenable  to  his  tribunals 
within  the  Kingdom,  and  more   influenced  by  the  salutary  restriction 
of  responsibility,  than  the  obscure  Delegates  of  executive   power  in 
the  interior  of  the  Colony. 

In  the  year  167i),  an  attempt  was  made  to  establish  the  Parochial 

Clergy,  and  to  fix  the  right  of  patronage  in   the   Seigneurs ;  but  the 

conditions  imposed  upon   them,  of  building  Churches  of  stone,   and 

providing   suitable   accommodation  for   the   Priest,   were  found  too 

I  burthensome ;  and   what  is  called   the  Parochial    Clergy  of  Romish 

I  persuasion  in  Canada,  is  merely  a  number  of  Missionaries,  removable 

^  at  the  discretion  of  the  Bishop.     Under  these  circumstances,  an  ex- 

f  traordinary  anomaly  arose,  and  still  exists:  namely,   that  there  is  no 

'[  patronage   of  Churches   in   Canada  ;  but   that  the   Vassals   of  the 

'  Seigneurs,  merely  provide  a  place  of  worship,  rnd  then  apply  to  the 

Bishop  for  a  Missionary,  on  condition  of  paying  to  him  the  modiHed 

tythe  of  the  twenty-sixth  part  of  Wheat  and  other  Grain. 

•  In  the  year  1676,  two  restrictive  regulations  were  made  l)y  ilie  Kinn;,   which, 
;   however   well  intended,   could  never  be  executed  :  the  first  forbade,  under    heavy 
:   penalties,  tlie  sale  of  Brandy  to  the  Indians  ;  the  second,  prohibited  all  persons  from 
\  leaving  the  Settlements,  Towns  or  Posts,  to  trade  or  barter  with  the  Indians  in  the 
forests.     It  was  certainly  good  policy  to  accustom  the  Indians  to  visit  the    Settle- 
ments for  the   purpose  of  trading,  rather  than  to  suifor   the  Coureiirs   drs  /?i)(.t,  or 
Iialf  Savage  Pedlar?,   to  collect  the   Furs  in  the    Hunting    Grounds,  and    follow 
their  inclination  of  reselling  them  to  the   English    Colonists.      Both    Kegulatinns 
;   were,  however,  evaded :  the    Indians   were  treated   with    Brandy    gratis;  and  the 
*;    Citurairs  det  Bois  preferred  banishment,  to  the  abandonment  of  a  contraband  trade, 
which  yearly  increased  till  the  period  of  the  Conquest.      A  Census  taken  this  year, 
shows  the  number  of  French  Settlers  s»nd  converted  Indians  in  their  vicinity,  to  ha 
©niy  eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  Jiftctn  souli. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


r*^^-n  A l)oiit  this  tlmo,  bcpnn  n  scries  of  t'ntcr|)ilsr>^  ntnl  ('N|»r(lifi()ns  e 
A.  1).  Jill'  part  of  till*  I'Vciuli  (Jovi-rnors,  which  CDiiihiiiKl  ihr  cxfiiisidn  ;ii 
M'Ciirity  t)l'  the  I'lir  Trade,  with  views  of  territorial  (h»rniiiion  on  il. 
uh(»le  hue  of  the  St.  I.iiwreiiee,  the  I.akes,  the  Kivcr  Mississippi,  ;ii! 
its  trihiifjiries  ;  tlie  partial  success  of  whicli,  excited  first  the  hostili; 
of  the  Kiiglish  C^oloiiies,  and  eventually  led  to  war  hi  tween  the  (ii 
venniieiits  of  Fraxce  and  (Jreat  Britain,  ending,  jtfter  a  great  varid 
of  fortune,  in  the  Con(]uest  of  Canada,  by  the  latter  power,  in  tl, 
year  17()0. 

lii'forc  more  particularly  alluding  to  the  progress  of  these  event. 
we  shall  take  tiie  liberty  of  making  a  general  remark  upon  the  elii 
racfer  and  genius  of  the  French  and  Knglish  (jovernmenfs  respn 
tively  ;  in  so  far  as  they  influenced  the  final  result  of  their  long  r 
valship  in  North  America. 

An  impulse,  favourable  to  the  Colonisation  of  New  France,  wa. 
first  given  during  the  vigorous  Administration  of  the  great  Cardim 
tic  Ilkhvlk'H,  which  was  no  longer  felt  under  the  following  female  Ki- 
pency.  The  energetic  reign  of  Louis  the  Fnurtcoith,  again  supplii,- 
the  necessary  stimulus  to  improvement,  which  gradually  declined  ;ii 
ter  his  death  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  military  habits  of  a  growir, 
Colonial  Population,  and  the  national  interests  and  glory  involved  i 
the  fate  of  Canada^  it  was  destined  to  fall  during  the  licentious  reig; 
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had  debased  the  Court  of  France.  J,)sts 

On  the  other  hand,  while  the  English  Colonists  had  been  gradual     nra^ 
ly  extending  their  Settlements,  they  also  acquired   strength  from  tli  '  "' 
improvement  of  the  Constitution  of  Great   Britain,  after  the  cxpu! 
sion  of  James  the  Second,  from  the   United  Kingdom.     At  first,  the; 
w  ere  frequently  driven  back  towards  the    Atlantic  Coast,   by  the  in 
ciirsicMis  of  the  French  and  their  Indian    Allies  ;  but,  in  the  reign  0 
A7//0-  IVilliam  the  Third,  they  co-operated  with  his  vigorous   Adnii 
nistration,  in  an  invasion  of  Canada,   renewing  the  war  in   America 
whenever  it  existed  between  the  rival  Nations  in  Europe ;  and  secm-j 
ing  to  acquire  fresh  spirit  at  each  defeat,   they  at  length,  during  tin 
brilliant    Administration    of  the  elder   Pitt,   contributed    largely,  ii 
blood,  treasure  and  talent,  to  the  final  expulsion  of  F'rench  dominioi 
from  North  America. 

During  this  long  contest,  each  party  had  advantages  peculiar  \i 
itself.  Canada,  comparatively  weak  in  population,  had  the  advantagi 
of  being  under  one  head,  whose  sole  will  called  forth  and  regu 
lated  the  energies  of  the  Colonists  combined  with  the  regular  troops 
and  aided  by  the  terrific  warfare  of  their  Savage  Allies.  The  Bri 
tisli  Colonies,  divided  by  different  commands,  unable  to  controul  0: 
conciliate  local  interests,  and  deficient  in  that  address  which  attache 
the  Savage  race  of  mankind,  suffered  repeated  and  humiliating  df 
feats.  It  was  only  after  they  had  studied  the  French  system,  ani 
adopted  its  better  parts  ;  when  British  Commanders  of  regular  troopi 
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|(iiiiii( 'iimm!,  ll  Jo    pi\»ril  !))  the    p.iinl'ul   expciiiiiec   ;u'(|iiiied    hy  the    r— '^^ 
('(il()ni>l>i  ill    AiiuTicaii  waiTair.  and  wlii'ii  also    advi  isity    had  driven    A.  \). 


till'  ulioli'  ni*  till*  Colonics  to  unite  in  n)akin^  one  I'reat  eltuil,  that 
tin'  Hiiti.-l'  arriH  obtiiiiud  (hcisivc  siieees?*  in  Canada. 

Itoiii  ihih  dijiression,  we  u-tiirn  to  that  luief  Kuinniary  of  events, 
wliicli  suits  the  narrow  limits  ot'  this  Introduction. 

In  the  year  KiS'J,  Conul  /''/o/i/c/irtc  was  recalled  ;  and  M/nisinir 
(If  Id  lianc  was  appointed  (lovornor,  with  instructions  to  cultivate  a 
(oiniiifreial  intereoursc  between  (Quebec  and  the  I'orts  of  the  IVencb 
Wi'st  India  Island-!,  then  presided  over  by  llic  Coui'.l  dc  lilenm:,  the 
(iiivirnor  Cn-ntral  of  all  the  poKsessitJiis  of  Louis  the  Foiiiiccut/t,  in 
till'  new  world. 

Notuithstamling   the  subserviency  of  Cliarfcs  thn   Secovd,  of  Ku- 

pliuid,  to  tho    King  of  I'raiice,   the    British    Colonist'^,    obeyitrj;  only 

lieir  Coinniercial  propensities,  were  gradually  attraetii.g  the  Indians, 

roin  the    IVench  to  the    Knglisb    Trading    l'osts;and    Dorioan,  tha 

following  female  Kiv   [iovernor   of  New  York,    regardless  of  the    orders  of  his   Court,  fa- 

codh,  again  supplii,-    foured  this  project,    by  cherishing   the  hostility  of  the  Tive  Nali(ms, 

gainst  the  j'reneh.  This  conduct  induced  Monsieur  de  la  Barrr, 
m\  his  successor,  the  Marquis  de  Nnnvdle,  to  employ  both  intri- 
jiies  and  warfare  for  its  counteraction  ;  and,  wherever    English  Tra- 

ly  checked,  by  the  cs- 


lfiS2. 
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osts  were  gradually  established  at  Cataraqui,  noxv  Kingston,  iSVa- 
rtrrt,  Micliilimackinac,  Detroit,  &;c. 

The   interference   of  James  the   S^rowi/,  of  England,   in  the  year   16S7. 
G87,  had   controuled   this   rivalship ;  and  the  hostility  of  the  Five 
^'ations  against   Canada,  would,  for  a  time,   have   been   checked,  if 
he  intrigues  of  the  celebrated  Le  Rat^  a  Chief  of  the  Huron  Tribe, 
n  alliance  with  the   French,  hr.d  not   destroyed   their   confidence  in 
lie  pacific  intentions  of  the   (iovernor  of  Canada.     This   ambitious 
ndian  Chief,  apparently   mortified  by  the  pretension    of  the  French 
'ommander,  to  negotiate  without  previous  consultation   with  his  In- 
lian  Allies,  gratified  his  revenge  by  exciting  the  Five    Nations  to  at- 
ack  the  French  Settlement   on  the  Island  of  Montreal,   by  surprise, 
Iiich  they  did  on  the  26th  of  Jidy,    1(388,  killing  a  thousand  of  the   JcsS. 
nhabitants,  and   destroying  tlouscs.  Crops   and  Cattle.     This  suc- 
less,  and  the  consequent  defection  of  the  French   In  ians,   kept  the 
olony  in  a  state  of  disquiet   for  some  time,  till   the  arrival   of  suc- 
iours  from  France,  under  the    Sieur  de  Frontenac,  who  had  been  aj)-  1689. 
ointed  with  the   intention  of  carrvinj;  the  war  into  the    Province  of 
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ge  Allies.     The  Bri-;    ^ew  York,   but  found   himself  reduced  by  the  unexpected  circum- 


tances  of  Canada,  to  act  on  the  defensive,  till  the  year  1690 ;  wh(!n 
e  sent  a  party  of  French   and  Indians   against   that  Province,  who 
iiccecded  in  surprising  and   massacring  the  greater   part  of  the  In- 
abitants  of  Skenectaday,  on  the    8th  of  February,  1690.     This  ter-   1690. 
massacre  so  much  alarmed   the  British  Settlers  at  Albany,  that 
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llii'V  |>»oprti(i|  |i>  IffMi'  (lie  <'i>Mnli^.  tliiiiilini;     niit|.'  i^ti'ii«.ivi'  limi 
Hill.  I  Ml  :ii  riMinl   ol    llli'  >«  m    u  lin  It  linn  tsuh  i|  Iti  Im  i  t  ii  I  lie  <  ihmh 
ininlH  !<('  ( iinil   Miilinn  ili\il  I'miiri'.       TId  v    tMif,    Ihmmmi.   i  m  mi, 
lOM'tl  lit  nniinii  Im   llir  MiiiMt))    iiIIik  Inmiil  inmiiltMli  il    |i\   ilic    Itiili, 

<    hlcls   t>r    |I\|'    iMoltmi  1,1.      HI     I   Ml'    \illH1IH.    MMll      Im     IIm-      lln|ic   III     I 

li'irtuh  MM  litun  \«  «    NuiK.  !Mi  imiiinr.    llir  Iniliinm  niiiilc  it  pnw 

Till  tlMt-ixion  in  Ciooin  nl    llir  l^iiiixli    Srlllnu,   |iv  innii-iiiiim  inlo  ( 

Kiltlii,  Kt'rpin^     l'ii)>ih)i,h    (Ml  llir  lit  li'lHni'    wiiImmIIh'     I'm  m  Ii      I 
llliM  \  . 

Al  ilii"j  «  n.in,  ilic  ncccwuih  nC  it  nnilntil  nntlriM|iMnliit)',  iiml  mil 
lion  iinliUTil  llic  \r«  1  ii|',l:in(l  (OIimih^  In  ni'MiI  (  itinmi' Miniirm  t 
N(  <»  ^  I'll.,  « lilt  nil  I  on  llu'  I  vjI  I'l'  iMiiv,  lii'ip,  mill  nun  III)  il  Mil  I  < 
pi  ililiiMi  Mi'.niKl  (':ininlii.  A  Alt  ■  .ion  In  loniliiii,  rv|ilinniii|',  tin 
\  i<  x\  <,  Dili  Hiilintini;  nm  ;il  innl  niililiii  \  i  o  npn  miidii  in  iillinlni, 
•^iii'Im"!',  m:is  \in*urtrHxl'iil,  innnf^  In  llir  i>\im'nt  iis  nl  llir  « in  in  In 
ropi'  ;  nnil  lliis  (lrtr,|  ol' rrinrnnrinciits,  fiiiisi'il  llir  rniiiiirol  |ln>  n 
liMpii'.r.  ^\Iuil\  (ho  ( 'oloni^il';  pn  >.i  \  i  ii  il  in.  iiiiili'i  rvii  v  iImi  oni;i|i, 
nil  nl.  riiivi  iillin  K  i^  trniinKjililo,  :)•*  h  si'nililinf>,  i>i  il\  ji/iin,  llio  In 
nuil  p\u  I  I'vivl'nl  » .iinpni^n  ol  llu'  m'MI  IV.'i!'.  iinil  uill  inilin  o  n 
inipnvliiil  lnslon;)n  lo  \\\\v  \',\vt\\  niiiil  In  llir  Hiilish  Cnlnniiil  I  rin' 
<M<<,  lor  llu'ii  iluoi  lion  ol'  llir  irgnlnr  loiri'>*.  In  llio  pinpci'  poinln 
nunvion. 

Tho  nllfirK.  bv  liuul  nml  inlmul  Nnvifjulion,  fVoni  llir  Sniilliri 
V'ronliiM.  lirsl  lu\U«l  ;  nn«l  llio  (IrrI  scnl  rniind  rioin  Hiwlnn.  uilli 
pin;\1l  ;\rnn  .  rnmnuinilcil  l»\  Sn  U  i,ihti)i  IViipps,  linvini'  only  kmiI 
111  (Jnrhi  r  on  llio  .ilh  ol"  (>«'lnl»ri,  I'tonlniin-  liinl  milliricnl  liiiiri 
prrpitro  lor  iIi-I'immo.  NollniifV  pvovrs  nioro  llio  ilotriniiiiiilinii  nl'  ll 
Hrilish  ("itlonisls  lo  priMovorr,  in  iho  ninsi  tlrspt'iiilo  liicnni^liiiKii 
in  ll\o  polii'v  ol"  lU'slvnx  jiifT  rVonch  doiniiiion  in  Anicrini,  lliiiii  ll 
roniliu"!  ol"  iiinoinor  Pliippi :  his  juiny  xuim  mil  ciMnpiKod  nl"  n ;;: 
l,u-  liOi>p'i.  hnl  ol'  luon  I'soilod  In  rovongo  injnrics,  inllii'lnl  hy  ll 
lVr\u'h  iiuil  ihi'ir  Iiulian  AUios,  \ipon  ihoir  rcliilivt-s  ami  rrllnw  siil 
i(\ts  on  iho  (ionliors;  nnd  this  spiril  inipollcil  him  In  lia/iicdH  wliii 
a>(oiiishod,  lhooi;h  fhov  did  nnl  inlimitlalo  Vio'iiruac.  On  ihr  (1 
of  t'>i'(nhor.  Thipps  sont  a  Summons  In  stnn'ndor  Cjnrht'o,  uhicli  li 
nioro  the  lovm  ol"  ;i  AlanilVsln,  than  thai  uhirh  is  usnally  nnployi 
bv  ivjiiilar  (\immandors,  whn  avo  gonovally  Iniol'  in  llu'ir  IMamliili- 
Tho  Mrs«inigor  round  IVimltMiao  in  iJic  Chnicau  N/./.o/z/a,  surrnundf 
bv  all  \\\\o  I'ould  give  dignily  to  the  IlopiTsrnlalivo  of  l.oiiia  t' 
7\)M'/A'.7'j.  o(  VVamc.  NViih  that  vanity  which  thstiiiguislu's  ll: 
VVcnoh  Nation,  bo  had  pivparod  to  da/.zU'  tho  INIossongor,  bv  a  <'i 
play  ol'  C"ourtlilvO  splondtnu-,  and  ho  roooivod  him  in  iho  midst  of  I 
Council,  and  answoivd  the  Siumuons  voibally  in  the  negative.  T 
l>ritish  (\>nuiiander  then  resolved  upon  an  attack,  inrtueneed,  prol 
bly.  by  the  spirit  ot'  his  torees ;  but  the  I'Veneh  soon  convinced  li 
ot'  the  impossibility  of  success,  and  sutHciently  cooled  thceouiago| 
hi^  men,  to  induce  them  (o  acquiesce  in  the  decision  of  a  Counci 
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►  ■II,  Id  II  Imii     I'l   MiiMtMii.*       Till  1  |iiMili  III   II  In   il,     liinvrvir.  iv;n  iim|    r^-*.^ 
lit  til  1 1  \\  illiiiiit  I  iiiHiiit'iiilili'  liMs  III  Slii|i<4  mill  M)  II,  I  Mil  1 1  II'  mil  II  1.1 1    A    I ' 
iiii>j|  ^. 

ititnh'tim   (I'liililli  '  I  iliMii  viN  I  Hijil  (ill     lii.i  V  i)^Mii,iM  |ir«>iiMrMli'iiiq  i 
|iil  llir  iliTi  III  •' III   'hii  III  I  ,  ii(iiiiM'^l    iiiiiIhi  i|iliiiM|    luM  I  M,  WHS  i iii|ir f !• 

M  llv    III!'**  <l      ill    I  IIIIHI'    III   nil     CMICI',)  lull  'I      l|l|MII'     III     ^|ill  llll'HII.         A 

ll  iliii  uim  oImhK  (III  ||ii>    tirnisi'iii,    tiiiil     |iiiiliisilv    (iHtnlmli  «|  ,   imil 

11  III  lllllI'M,   111    IHMIll,      llli'l     till'      rillllllllllii<ll    III     ruliiic     Mil    IfirlHIil',      liy 

I  .|ii'.iii)'.  (Ill  I  iii'iiiv,  u  liM  Miily  Mill  nil  i|  \n  ill  I  III'  ill  ll  I  iiiiMili'iii  (if    ri' 
Milling.',  ill  Ml  I  nil  il  III    ^IM  h;>||i,  III    II  ilj  liiiil  ilii\ ,  In  >,)  f  l<   iniji  iiiinl  y  fur 
|ir  |iihI,    Mini    xi'iiiiiiy    liii  till'    Itiliiii',    liy  llii'  iiMi't    iiiiiiiliiliili'in  iif 

II  Ml  ll  iliiiiiiiiiiiii  ill  A  nil  I  il  II, 
Mil  I   l^iirliri    Innl     liii  ii  In  i-il  fVniii  llic     [iii'miiri'  nf    lui     «  ni  my,    t\ 

III  ill  lln  I  tioMi  iJiiiiM',  t\liiili  I'l'ii  III  lliiil  of  llif  I'lMlili  (  iilonmN, 
nil  l<r|il  rum  riil<  ll  Ml  lln  Sii^Mii  iiny  jtivir,  iiiiiili'  iN  ii|i|i<'iiniiii  r,  villi 
iiio|i>4  mill  t'liivisiiiim.      'riiiwii'    iniiiiliiM,  |i)iilii  iilnilv  lln     l'nivi>»iriim, 

III  iN>.iiili;iliy  Iir(r4>!(il  V,  inviii|'  In  llir  dr-^lriM  live  iiii  iiisiniK  nf  lln- 
r(ii|iiiiM  III  I  i\i'  fNili'iim,  wliii  ll  IiikI,  ill  II  ji^riiil,  mriisiiM',  ili4lroy((J 
h<  riiiilM  nC  ll^MirijIlilliil  iiiilii-ili  y. 

A>t  llir  l''iir  'IViiilr,  wliii  ll  iilvv.'iyH  (  (inslitiiliij  llii>  i  lui  (  vnlnr  nf 
tiniiilii  In  Itiiihi',  IdiiI  iilmiil  llii  s  |i<  linil,  Mt«!iiiiii(l  lli.il  rcuiiliili'il  lorm 
liiiji  i'\i«liil  w  illi  lilllr  VIII  III  I  ion  III!  iIk'    ('■  in|ii(  .,|,  vvi-    sIiiiII  l*ri(  fly 

miilicil-i  iiilniiir  Kiiiliiir.  ll  r(iii-;iH(r(l  nf  Iwii  |()irl'i  ;  IhI,  'I  Im 
iiiilc  niniiMl  nil  >il  llir  |ri('iil  AiiiimiiI  Itiim   in  llir  (ilii'M,  |iiiiti(  iihirly 

Miiiilrnil  ;  ulu  ir  llir  Iiidimm  lliciiim  Ivrn  luniij'Jil  ijuir  Iiirs  In 
iliirl.  riii'<  liMiil  'riiidr  wim  njii'ii  In  till  llir  ('nlniiisl.;,  miliji  (  I  t<t 
I'iMiliilHilinii  nl  niM<  I'niirlli  nf  tlic  Kriivi  r,  iiiiil  nnc  Icnlli  nf  tho 
iiirnliic  SkiiiH,  (o  llir  Kiii);,  wliicli  ri(;Iil,  I  (is  ^f;li(•^fy  (iirnicd  niif  In 
iliiiii  I'alrnln  1,  nr  I'liniirts  (inuutil.      'I'lii'Si'  i'ariricrn  (icikthI,    l>y 

iilmsc  rnniinnn  in  IVnicli  I'inmici";,  rniilrivid  In  [iiirrlium-  riinHl  fif" 
('  I'liiM,  Inil  ninrr  |Mii'li('iilmly  tlic  Itriivcr  iiiid  liiifridnc,  frnrii  llir; 
mliiinis,  l»!ri.din|^  ln|f(llnT  into  (iiic  (rdfmacfi'.n,  flu-  ri'dipt  nf  the 
iitriliiilinn,  and  (lie  |iiii'('lias('  ni'  tlir  rcriiaiiidcr  ;  and  tlii-t  wiPHt  «[)C- 
I  Vi"rV'  'lire-  wiiiili  1)4'* '*'  ^I"i'"|*"'.V.  rniiliniiid  till  tlic  year  1701  ;  wlir  ri  tlif  Mrrr  lianfH 
•1    i        Miallv  nnnloviw'"'""'  "  ""')'''''  ''''''''»  '"•"  •'"'  «  slaiilishinrnt  of  a  ('omfiany,  to  ( on- 

I  dl'  all  |ii'isoiiH  willing  to  liccoine  Associatrs,  for  Shares  of  I'ifly 
livri'H  lacli.      Iloldi  rs  <»l"  'I'wi'iity  Sjiares,  were  crilitlrd  to  di  lilmrafe 

all  Mt'('tiii|^H,  and  nii{,;lil,  \n\  rlinscn  I)ir<:f;torH  nf  flu:  (Jnrnjiany. 
U!  wlinio  of  till'  Heaver  'IVade,  and  the  elaiiriH  of  the    (!inwri  upon 

were  {rnrnted    Tnr  tlic    entisideration  of  an    annual  eontrihiition  to 

(.  ('(ilonial  'I  reasnry,  of  sixty  thoiiHand  liivre.s.  With  the  eornliincrl 

.,  .•  „      'I'lBcwM  of  elicekini:  the  contraband  trade  to  New  York,  and  encoiirafr- 

in    the  negative.     W     .  ,•  ,•  .i       r   i      ■  t     i  ii       i      •  •       • 

.     1    •  «!.,  !?.-w,.i   .M-ni'BK  I'll-'   exertions  oi  the    Inlund  Jruucrs,  a  iiherui  rniruinuin  price  ?« 
itKKt  iiiiuieiu  eOj  |inii''^B*^  ' 

ch    soon  eonvinccd  li'«,  _  »    r  ..  r  <•  .■    n  •.•  i    n     •    •  i  o  i 

...  S*  Sro  a  curio««  nrrnunt  of  the  proccc(linj?«i   of  the  nritisri    Provincial    n^n  «nfl 

y  cooled  tlic  COmngom,,,,  -^^^.^.^  ^^^^^^^^  (i,u'l)ec,  l>y  the  n«;con(l  in  Commanfl,  Colonel   1'.  John  Wnjiy, 
iccision  of  a  CounCll^nminrd  in  a  note  to  Smith's  Histoiy  of  Canada,  vol.  1,  p.  93,  printed  at  Quebec, 

tilt  year  \H\b,  but  not  [tubUiihed  till  the  year  18iiG. 
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money,  was  fixed   by  this  Edict,  for  Beaver   Ski'^s,  distinguished  into 
three  (iiialities,  averaging  two    livres  thirteen  sous,  or  about  two  shil 
lings  and  three  pence  sterlins^,  per  |)ouiid.     2(1.  The   second  pan  oi 
this  Trade,  extended  to  the  distant  I'osts  and  Places,  whence  the  hi- 
dians  could  not  be  expected  to  bring  their  Furs  to  ilic  Moiureal  Fair, 
Licenses  were   granted  to  carry   on  this  trade,  as  a  royal    bounty  to 
old  Officers,  or  to  the  poor  gentry  of  the  Colony,  which  they  sold  tu 
the  inland  Traders.     The   extent  of  trade  allowed   to  eacli  License, 
'vas  INIerchandise  to  the  amount  of  One    'J7iousnud   Crutviis.  to  cam 
which,  and  to  convey  the  returns,  the  purchaser  of  the    License  was 
hound  to  enij)loy  two  Canoes,  with   crews  of  six  men  in  each.     T!it 
Seller  of  the  License    had  also  the   right  of  furnishing   Merchandise 
suitable  lor  this  Trade,  to  the  amount    before   mentioned,  at  an  ad- 
vance of  L^  per  Cent,  upon  the  market  price,    making,  with   the  aiv 
nual  price  of  the  Licence,    namely,  Six   Hundred    Cruxvrcs,  a  hand- 
some income,  in   those   times  of  coniparative  economy.     A  success- 
ful adventure,  un^n-  ;uch  a  Licen^ic,  generally  gave  to  the  Merchant 
a  profit  of  foiu'  hundred  per  cent,  on  the  Merchandise,  and  six  huii- 
>^.red  Crowns   to  each  of  the   Canoe-men.     But  an  essential   part  of 
this  regulated   trade,  should   be   more   particularly  alluded  to  :  the 
Canoe-men  were  not  only  entitled  to  provisions  and  clothing,  but  in- 
terested in  the  result  of  the  adventure,  by  having  a  legal   right  to  di- 
vide the  surplus  of  the  returns,  after  the   cost  of  License,  Merchan- 
dise, and  Four  Hundred  per  cent,  profit   to  the  Merchant,  had  been 
reimbursed.     Those   privileges  excited   a  spirit  of  enterprise   among 
the  young  Colonists ;  and   almost  every  father  of  a  family  looked  to 
the  inland  Fur  Trade  as  a  means  of  regular  employment  to  pi;rt  of  his 
children.     This  employment   had  also  peculiar   attractions ;  and  the 
Canoe-man,  though  originally  inten.ling  merely  to  obtain  a  little  mo- 
ney to  be  employed  in  clearing  and  stocking  a  Farm,  frequently  dis- 
sipated his  share  of  the  returns,  and  undertook   another  voyage.     Li 
this  manner,  the  avails  of  the   Fur  Trade  were  not  so   subservient  to 
Colonisation,  as  the  King  expected ;  but  they  must  have  contributed 
something  towards  the  improvement  of  the  Country ;  and,  in  a  poli- 
tical point  of  view,  the  effects  of  this  Trade  upon  the  Colonial  popu- 
lation were   i''>;>ortant,   in  breeding   up  a   class  of  men    familiarised 
with  the  dangers   and   privations   of  a  long  inland   navigation,   and 
fitting  them  to  co-operate   with  the  Indian    Allies  of  France,  in  liar- 
rassing  the   British   Colonies.     The  brilliant   accounts  given  by  the 
Canoe-men,  of  the  scenes  which  they  had  visited,  combined  with  the 
military  spirit   diffused  among   the  Settlers,   by  disbanded    Soldiers, 
rendered  the  Canadian   Militia  ambitious  to  accompany   the  regular 
forces  in  desultory  warfare ;  and,  for  many  years  before  the  Conriuest, 
it  was  the  common  boast  of  a  Canadian,  that  he  had  been  emp'oyed 
in  an  expedition  against  the  English  on  the  Belle  Riviere  or  Ohio. 

Having  thus  alluded  to  the  Fur   Trade,  in  its  Commercial  and  Po- 
litical eftects,  and  conijected  the  latter  with  those  causes  of  alarm  on. 
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1693. 


ihe  part  of  the  British  Colonies,  which  coujl)ined  them  in  an  nn-ilter-  .'— ''^-n 
ible  deterniinufion  to   destroy  Frencii   dominion  in    America,  we  re-  A.  D 
^urn  to  the  cour;e  of  events. 

The  vigorous    Administration  of  I  rontenac   first   accustomed   the 
Jolonists  to  co-o))erate   with  regular  troops,    in   distant  expeditions, 

igainsi  the    Enu,]ish   and  their   Indian   Allies;  and,    though   he  was 

•oiniteractcd  by  the  intrigues  of  the  Seigneur^;,  and  of  the  Parochial 

Jltrgy,   interested    in    keeping    the     population    concentrated,    he 

|)orsevered,    and   exhibited    to  the   English  and  the  Five  Indian  Nu- 

Iious,  their  Allies,  a  formidable  force,  always  ready  to  take  a''van- 
aj^^e  oi"  their  apathy,  in  order  to  take  possession  of  every  point  cal- 
ulated  to  extend  the  dominion  of  France,  cut  off  the  British  from 
he  Fur  Trade, 

iicotia  and  the  Allefrauy  Mounlnins. 
\\\  the  year  1G93,*   Frontenac  began   by  chastising   the  Iroquois, 

i  and,  in  the   course  of  a  few  years,    he  weakened   them   by  warfare, 

\  w\  checked    their   incursions  so  much,  by  his  judicious   location  of 
Military  Posts,  that,  except  as  auxiliaries  to  a  British  Force,  they  ne- 

I  ver  afterwards  were  capable  of  making  an  impression    upon  Canada. 

In  the  year  1697,  before  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  Great  Bri-  1697. 
tain  and  France,  concluded  at  Ryswick  the  11th  of  September,  or- 
ders were  received  by  Frontenac  to  prepare  to  co-operate  with  large 
reinforcements  from  France,  in  the  Conquest  of  New  York ;  and  he 
made  extraordinary  exertions  for  that  purpose.  The  news  of  the 
Treaty,  and  the  consequent  orders  to  cease  offensive  hostilities 
against  the  Provincials  and    the  Iroquois,   displeased  the  (xovernor, 

;  and  rendered  him  entirely  hostile  to  an  unambitious  course  of  policy, 
with  respect  to   Indian  trade  and   alliance,  which   was  then  contem- 

f)lated  by  the  aged  INIonarc.i  of  France.  This  change,  as  it  would 
lave  afforded  a  chance  of  the  protraction  of  French  dominion  in 
America,  deserves  particular  notice.  The  granting  of  Licenses  for 
trading  with  the  far  distant  Indians,  was  forbidden  ;  and  it  was  in- 
tended in  future,  to  imitate  the  English,  in  merely  attracting  them  to 
the  public  Fairs  and  Markets,  in  the  settled  parts  of  the  Colony.  It 
was  justly  argued  by  the  authors  of  this  policy,  that  the  Fur 
Trade  might  be  divided  between  the  French  and  the  English  Colo- 
nists, without  the  necessity  of  either  party  taking  an  active  part  in 
Ithe  wars  of  the  native  Indians,  who  would  be  left  to  choose  the  best 
plarket  for  the  produce  of  their  chase.  The  old  system,  however, 
of  identifying  Indian  trade  with  Indian  alliance,  was  so  deeply  rooted 

•  This  year,  the  Court,  called /^.f/tct:  iZ(iyn/(?,  was  established  at  Moi/'reai.  it 
.  was  a  Court  Civil  and  Criminal,  administereii  by  a  Lieutenant  Gencri.l  h  Lieuten- 
'  ant  Partiaular,  a  King's  Attorney,  &c.  See  His  Majesty's  Edict,  da  ed  the  5ih 
i  of  October,  1693.  The  rights  of  the  Seigneurs  extended  to  having  est,  blishtnents 
uf  Courts  of  Justice,  Civil  and  Criminal,  upon  their  Estates  ;  but  the  expenses 
attending  this  Jurisdicuon  prevented  its  general  execution,  long  bf/ure  the  C'on> 
St  introduced  the  Criminal  Law  of  England,  and  its  attribution  of  thepovverii 
[cf  life  and  death,  to  the  Sovereign  alone,  and  to  hib  Delegates. 
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iM  ('iU'iidii.  ihni  flio  Onlin.MiuM*  cf  I.oiii'^  \hv  I'nnrfrriidi,   for  flio  rii|i. 

prrs<;i>)n  of"  l.irnisOM.  mimiiH  <I  ii  (loml  Irftcr;  inid  llip  Irndc  roiitim 

til.  iH  h('l'or<\    o  \)c  i.inii'd  on  under  (lie   j»ili(in;i(r(>  of  IMdil'ny  nn  h,     it'  ^''' 


who  fonnd  .      ir  noconnf,  in  juvscnfinfr  lo  (lie  !',n|;lisli.  on  v\v\\  poiii  1  "''" 
i>r  ihi'  ("lonlii'r.  iin|»('diinon(s  lo    (lio  nolnrnl  fonisc  oC  Indinn    'I'tiidi.     Mli'Hi 
iircr^^^rtiilinp  o>i  tlirir  side.  t\  !'(»nslan(  prcpnntlion  i'or  tUWurv  jicnini     i"l''i' 
iho  prt'd;ifory  incursions  of  |!m'  S,'iv!i;;(<s.      This  s(;ilr  ol  jifhiirs.  w.A     l<  "'"^ 
in-'  lh(M'\isftMU*c  ol"  I'VcMirh    «l«nninion  in  ('luiad.'i   n  ctnilinnal    nhjiii 
of"  alarm  ami  liMior  to  thr  l'"nsih«l»    Coloni'^ls.  in    |ht>  j-onrst'  of  tiim, 
romhinrd  thiMn  f  )r    its  drsf rnclion  ;   which    fh(<v    n(f«'ni|i(rd  on  cm 
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ofrasion.  when  war  <'\istrd  in    I'inropc,  hi-twcon  (hi>  (.iovciMuncnf^  df 
(irral  Ihiiain  and  lTanc(\ 

W  iiilt^  Motisiiiir  tfr  Fri'nfruur.  and  ihc  .Tcsnitu  wore  rnnfinnini; 
flirit  nitriLriu's  annnig  fhc  Indian  Tiiht^';.  in  oi'(h'r  to  drtach  Ihim 
fion»  l",ni>hsl»  in((M(^>uis(',  hr  died  lit  (^uchcc.  on  the  'JMth  of  Novfin. 
1x1-.  l(i;iS.  in  th(^  TStli  \v;\r  of  his  af^r,  and  Mas  «inrcrrdrd  by  tlir 
(^hrvnUrr  dc  CdHurra,  ivlin  was  snccrssl'nl  in  inalvinjx  peace  with  (Ik 
V'wv  Nafi»>ns.  as  a  power  in»h'pend<Mit  of  (Jrrat  Ihilain. 

This  pear(\  howi^vrr,  did  not  las)  ;  and  the  tisinfj  hopes  of  lln- 
.1(*snits  to  eonv(Mt  the  Vivo  Nations  to  tiie  liti's  of  the  INnnivli 
Clunrh.  W(Mv  soon  pr»>strated  ;  and  the  I'"n<;hsh  ppeidiiy  reenvirni 
that  intlnrMiee  over  thi^n,  whieh  was  so  necessary  f(»r  the  preservatitm 
<^f  llu  ir  (ionfier  Settletnonts  ajrainst  the  re>sfless  atnhition  of"  tlic 
I'uMieh  Ollicers.  on  tlu^  line  of  INIihtary  l'(»sts. 

The  renewal  of  war  between  (ireai    Ihitain    and    I'Vanee,  in  iM;iv, 
1  T(VJ,  was  no  sooner  known  in    Canada,  titan    !\fansinir  tic  r'/////r(n,,J''""" 
aware  \.^\'  (he  jeahnisy    excited  in    tlu'  l-'nirhsh    Cohniisfs,   l>v    his  in""''  •' 
tri;.;i!'^s  with  (heir  Indian  Allies,  represented  to  the    Conrt  of  I'raiur, 
the  necessity  of  reinforeenioils  ;  and  he  made  the  best  preparalionsir.i 
his  po\(  er  tin*  the  defence  of  the  Colony.     \N'hile  iMnphtyed    in  thoM 
nuasnrcs.  he  .lied  on  the  'i(U!i  of  May,  17()'3,  titul  was  suctecdeil  hAV'K 
the  Mn}<i}/is  (Ir  Vaud'^cuil.  ■  Iiavi 

Neutrality  in  America  sectnod  at  first  the  desire  of  the  FretuM"^^'  ^ 
Coint  ;  but  this  avowed  attempt  t«)  jireserve  pea<"e  in  America,  wii«^' *•'" 
accompanied  with  secret  intriijiics  to  wi>akcn  the  inthuMice  of  thB  ''".^ 
l-lntjHsh  over  their  Indian  Allies,  which,  when  discovered,  led  to  tlicw'''''"}' 
most  rancorous  hostilities  on  both  sides.  The  intolerance  of  tlicM '" '' 
French  King,  in  his  old  age,  and  Ills  cruel  persecution  of  bis  IVoIcsm^'*"*'^' 
taut  Subjects    in  France,    likewise    tended,  at  this    pec    ""ar  crisis.  ti'W"'"' 
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fjivoui  the  solicitations  of  the  Knglisb  (\)lonisfs  for  a  powerful  co-, 
oinMation  with  them,  in  the  reduction  of  Canada.  A  circinnstaiuci 
M  hich  showed  the  religious  feelings  of  Kngland  towards  France,  picj 
ceded  the  approaching  disjilay  of  force  in  America.  The  IJishop  o| 
Oncbec,  returning  from  a  visit  to  IVance,  in  the  year  1701-,  was  takcit 
by  the  Knglish  o\\  board  of  the  La  Seine,  .1  French  Frigate  ;  and  lif| 
was  kept  prisoner  in  Fngland,  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  in  cx'l 
change  for  his  freedom,  the  release  of  many  French  Protestants,  tlioj 
contiiied  by  their  King   as  Galley  Slaves.     The  negotiation,  throug'.j 
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iiciilnil    |)»nv("r  lor  (liis  |itii|«K(«,  wan  iiiHticcTH^nil  ;  and  fli*'  indi^ri;)-   r-^ --^ 
Dii  ol'  lite  l'',M|fli-ili  pfoplc  tit  liiis  irsult,  \v!H  i-xlu-iiK  ly  lavoiiralilf;  to    '*•  '*• 
)('  \l('«s  ol   tlif  Colonics  of  New  l',ni;liiMd. 
ncl'.irc  liostiliticM  fonnniMiccd,    koiiic  iniprovcnuMitH  in  tlm  ndininis-   170* 
jiliiin  ol"  .Insticc,  mid  in  tlic  ('oMnncrci'  ol"  (jiiuidii,  were  !ittciii|»t('d, 
iidcr  llic  |iiitronii|^('  ol'  Moiixinit   llninlnl,  ii|)|>oint<'(l  folriidant,  v\illi 
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iciicluncn  iind  tlu'ir  d("iC(Midunls,  now   in  flic  Colony,  lifni  incica-c  d 
lil'lcvn  tlioiisand  ;  and  lie  loiiiid    tlinii    inllnenced  hy   kiicIi  a  spirit 
lilif,'Mlion,  as    dislmlied    the  imliuli  v  ol"  Ca-iarla,    in  jxace  nearly 
iiHK  It  as  tlic    inenrsions  ol"  the  IroijiiiHs  did  in  war.      Jo  allay  lliii 
iril,  a  system  ol'  more  snmmary    and  arliitrary   proeecdini^s  in  law- 
lils,  was  introdtieed,  wliieli,  aloiiif  with  its  henelits,  hroiiffht  the  evil 
iiiierrereneir  with    tlic  diM!  emirse  ol"  law  hy  an    I'.xeeiitive  OHierr, 
slniyin;;  all    certainty  and    satislaition    in  tli(!    cnjoynicot   ol'C'ivil 
iL'Jits.     'I'li:'   CnsroM    «»J'    I'Aiirs,    iIk?    l-aws    and    Ordinaiu  ("<   ol" 
aiice,  ami  the    mode  ol"  procedure  in    the  Parliament  ol    I'ari-',    in- 
'(i(lai'ed  into  Canada,  had  }^ivcn    the  seini)lancc  of  a  ( foyermncnt,  of 
w  Hir  IK  arly  a  century  ;  Init,  in  practice,  under  the  increasiiij^  pow- 
ol'  the  Intendants,  they  were    virtually  set  aaidis    whenever  u  ph-a 
('\pedieii(;y  or  state    iie<"essily  could  he   invented  ;  and  the  will  of 
0  Kiiiff,  expressed    throni'h  the    inediiim  of  the  fiitendant,  particn-- 
irlvdiiriii}^  war,  superseded  every  law,    for  the  protection  of  [irivato 
tcu'sts,  which  could  interfere    with   cotitrihutions  of  lahoiir  or   ino- 
y.  to  His    Majesty's    scrxice.     The    accumulation    of  the  fruits  of 
loioiiial  industry,    jjiiriiif;  peace,    was   tlier<'l"(»r(!  chiefly    cncouraj^'cd, 
illi  the  view  of  liaviiiff  a  fund  on    which  to  levy  arhilrary  coiilnhu- 
lis  (luring  war. 

hi  the  year  17()(j,  iho   (Jovermnent   directed    the  attrntion  of  the    170fi. 
en\i)ioved    in  thoM  ■'■''^""^'"^    population,  to  the  I''islierics,    and  to  other  means   r)f  s'lp- 
d  was  succeeded  l)vmV'"K  *'"'  I'l'cnch  West  India  Islands;  butthesi;  undertakings  appear 

iiiive  been    premature,  and    farther    ohstriictcd    hy  the    periodical 

|osc  of  the    navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence,    owing  to  the  rigour  (<f 

i'olimafe;- — (lisadvaiitagcs  which,  even  unihT  the  I'rce  (iovcrnninnt 

Miigland   ai"ier  the  Con'|uest,  lotig    repressed    the  Commercial    i;i- 
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In  the  year  17()S,  the  Homish  ("lergy  were  foiled  in  nn  attempt  to    170^. 
Icrease  the  tythe    from  one    twenty-sixth,   to  oim;  thirteenth   part  of 
Iraii),  the  latter    being  the   allowance    in  I'rante,    which    the    King 
|l.s(>ly  (Icetned    too  burthensomt!  for  n    Colony,  whose    resources  he 
llglit  have  occasion  to  apjjropriatc;  for  warlike  purposes. 
The  hostile  designs  of  the  lOnglish  Colonies  being  ascertained,  the 
)vcnK>r  of  ('anada   resolved  to  antici[)ate    them,    by   carrying  the 
Ir  into  their  frontier  .Settlements,  after  negotiating  for  the  ncutrali- 
of  the  Irorjuois  or  I'ive  Nations,  who    were  flattered  with   th(  de- 
viation   of  a  power   equally    independent   of  the    Fnglish    or   the 
reach.     These  measures  and  intrigues  were,  however,  counteracted 
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by  tlti' ]Mij'.;lish  Colonists;  and  the  Mitr(jitts  de  Vfiitf/rcuil  ha\li^ 
merely  incensed  then),  by  tlie  destiiielion  of  the  Village  of  Have 
bill,  and  the  uinsacre  of  some  of  its  Inhabitants,  was  reduced  to  r- 
inain  on  the  defensive.  For,  in  the  year  1709,  be  was  informed  tli; 
extensive  preparations  were  intended,  by  the  Government  of  h 
gland,  for  the  reduction  of  Canada,  by  attacking  Quebec  from  Sci 
through  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  by  land,  on  the  New  England  fro: 
tier.  Such  was  the  zeal  of  the  New  Englanders,  that  they  had  d; 
cided  on  their  march,  by  Lake  Champlain,  to  the  attack  of  Moiitrt 
al,  when  their  progress,  this  year,  was  interrupted  by  the  intelligerr 
that  the  naval  and  military  forces  intended  to  co-operate  in  Canad 
had  been  required  for  the  assistance  of  Portugal. 

This  gave  time  to  the  Marquis  de  Vaiidreuil,  to  prepare  for  d; 
fence ;  and,  as  another  year  was  spent  by  England  in  reducing  Au 
dia,  now  Nova  Scotia,  supplies  of  men  and  money  from  France,  \vc: 
superadded.* 

In  the  year  1711.  instead  of  sufficiently   cohibining  operations,  tj 
the   side  of  Lake  Champlain,   against   Montreal,  with   an  attack 
Quebec,  by  Sea,  the  principal  force  was  imprudently  directed  agair, 
Quebec,  subjecting  the  fate  of  the  expedition  to  the  chances  of  an  t: 
tricate,  and   almost   unknown  navigation.     The  naval   and  militan 
forces,  which  left  Boston  in  the  beginning  of  July,  were  perfectly  adi 
quate  ;  and  proper  means  had  been  employed  to  recommend  the  inti 
est  of  the  invaders  to  the  Canadians  ;f  but  the  Fleet  was  so  much 
maged  by  tempestuous  weather,   and  accidents  arising  from  ign 
ranee  of  the  Coast,  that  the  expedition  was  abandoned ;  and  the  rf 
toration  of  peace  between  Great   Britain  and   France,  by  the  defir 
five  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  1713,  left  the  French  in  possession  of  G 
nada,  and  of  extensive  means  of  annoyance  to  the  peace  and  coi 
merce  of  the  New  England  Colonies. 

Meantime,  a  new  stimulus  to  the  extension  and  concatenation 
French  Settlements  in  North  America,  arose  from  the  establishraei 
of  a  French  Colony  on  the  Mississippi,  which,  under  the  patrona; 
of  the  Government  of  France,  and,  by  the  successive  efforts  of  Md 
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*  These  delays,  so  favourable  to  the  protraction  of  French  dominion,  werei| 
companied  by  a  formidable   domestic  affliction:  in  the  year  1710,  a  ccntagiousi 
ver  raged  in  Quebec,  which  cut  off  a  large   proportion  of  the  Garrison  and  its  1 
habitants: — it  was  called  the  Purple  Fever  ;  and  may  be  conjectured  to  have! 
introduced  by  the  Troops  from    France,  landed  at  Quebec,   after  a  long  vojiai 
calculated  to  produce  a  contagious  fever. 

f  A  long  Manifesto,  translated  into  French,  was  issued  by  Admiral  Walker  jJ 
General  Hill,  asserting  the  pretensions  of  Great  Britain  to  the  whole  of  Kol 
America,  in  virtue  of  original  discovery ;  describing  the  possession  of  Canada,! 
France,  as  an  usurpation  :  it  contained  a  variety  of  complaints  against  the  Canadl 
Government,  and,  among  others,  its  barbarous  practice  of  rewarding  its  IndJ 
Allies  for  killing  Her  Majesty's  Subjects,  by  giving  forty  Livres  for  every  hunij 
scalp  delivered  to  the  Canadian  War  Department.  The  usual  promises  of  anf 
vadci'  to  the  invaded,  were  liberally  made,  similar,  in  many  respects,  to  the  termsj 
the  capitulation,  in  the  year  1760. 


INTRODUCTION. 


LVII 


tt^nr  IherviUc,    a    native   of  Canada,   and   Monsieur    Crozat,    a  rich  r*-^ 
Ucicliunt,  had  arquiitd  some  celtbrity,  in  the  year  1714.     Its  trade  A.  D. 
Ill  Furs  was  ci)nsidcTably  extended  by  a  new  Company,    established 
litis  year,  under  the  name  of  the  West  India  Company  ;  the  averaj^e 
\mi)unt  of  whose   exports,  in  Furs,  exceeded  one   hundred  thousand 
founds  sterling. 

During  the  peace,  the  Governor  of  Canada,  the  Marquis  dc  Vaw 
ircuil,  made  great  exertions  to  increase  tlie  population  and  strength- 
In  the  Colony,    by    soliciting   encouragement    to    Emigration,   from 
|nu)ce ;  he   also   reconnnended,  that   one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
frencl.  Critiiinals,  condemned  to  the  slavery  of  the  Gallics,  should  be 
iiiually  selected  and  transported    to  Canada.     In  his  communica- 
lons  with  the  French  Ministry,  on  those   njatters,   the  Marquis  reck- 
is  the  Militia  of  Canada,  as  amounting  to  four  thousand  lour  hun- 
and  eij!,hty,  giving  reason  to   infer  that  the  whole    population  of 
^t  tiL-h  descent,  was  then  about  twenty-five  thousand  souls. 
Ill  the  year  1717,  began  the  improved    regulation  of  Notaries,  fol-  1717. 
^ved  up  by  farther  royal  declarations,  in  17 2i  and  1733  ;  by  which 
lose  Ofncers,  and  all  their  proceedings,    were  placed   under  the  su- 
Vintendance  of  the  Kmg's  Attorney    General.     Those  regulations, 
[long  called  for  by  the  complaints  of  the  Colonists  against  the  No- 
ries,  vvho  had  frequently  been    employed   by  designing  men  to  de- 
jud  and  oppress  the   j)casantry,  have  been   rendered  less  efficient 
Ice  the  Conquest,    which  substituted   the   English,    instead  of  the 
snch  Criminal  Law,  and  restricted  the  power  of  interference  on  the 
rt  of  the  Executive. 

The  year  1718,  is  chiefly  remarkable,  by  the  discovery,  in  the  fo-  1718. 
|ts  of  Canada,  of  the  plant  Ginseng,  by  the  Jesuit  Ln/itau.   At  in- 
kals,  Ginseng   has  formed  a  valuable  article  of  export  from  Cana- 
1;  but,  being  only  consumed  by  the  Chinese,  their   distant  market 
i  not  afforded  that  constant  encouragement,   which  is  requisite  to 
ie  its  collection  and  preparation  profitable  to  the  Colonists. 
|n  the  year  1720,  improvements  of  the  fortifications  of  Quebec  and  1723. 
fntreal,  were  commenced,  under  the  supcrintendance  of  Monsieur 
ipard  Chaussegros  de  Lerij ;  and  to  defray  the  expense  of  those 
[•ks,  as  well   as  of  Barracks  for  the    Troops,  an  Assessment  or  di- 
Tax,   was   imposed   upon  the  Inhabitants  of  those   Cities,  and 
[tinued  during  the  French  dominion.* 

In  the   year  1722,  a  definitive  regulation  of  the   distribution  and  1722 
Its  of  Parishes,  took  place :  the  draft  prepared  in  Canada,  by  the 

j  In  the  year  1720,  the  number  of  Inhabitants  of  Quebec,  was  reckoned  sevea 
liantl ;  that  of  Montreal,  three  thousand  : — the  superiority  of  Montreal  to  Que- 
Iwith  respect  to  population,  in  the  present  century,  arises  from  a  combination  of 
jicaland  political  circumstances,  worthy  of  the  attention  of  our  readers:  the/ 
be  looked  for  in  advantages  of  soil,  climate  and  situation,  which  under  the 
land  Commercial  Institutions  of  Great  liritain,  gradually  supcrsedin<;  tliose  of 
[France,  will  eventually  render  Montreal  ou«  of  the  greatest  Commercial  £m- 
ims  of  the  American  Continent. 
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(M>V('in()r.  flic  IntiMuliinl    Jiiul  tlu'  niylii>|>,    vns  (i<!<'|>l( d.    !iim1,   in  i' 
Itiun    |)VonMil;;.if(«l  as   an  <  )!<liiiaiH(',    hy  the    Duke  i>f  Oi/taiis,  \\u\\ 

\\vi\V\\    t''    I'lMMCC. 

IT'.'Jl.  l:i  |!  ,  \,  ;ir  I ',"..;?,  llir  Conuiirrcp  nf  llic  Cclonv  ";i'^  (muihI  in  lr\vi 
DUHio  I'lMi^itif  liiblc  pint'it'ss,  (liiriii|f  Icti  years  (>f'  l'tn(-i}^ii  aiul  inhiiKil 
traianiiilily.  Niiiclccii  vessels  t'Irari  il  rinm  (jim-Im  «•,  loaded  wiili 
J't//)i,s,  /  uni'cr,  SfiiVi'f,  'I'fir,  'I'i>/)tn'i'(),  J-'/mir,  Prase,  /'.;?/•,  .S'C  ;  si( 
INIcit  Imnf  Sliijis.  ami  luo  S\]'\p<>  of  \\';ir.  were  mIijo  Imilt  (liis  year;  il 
u  alst)  n  iitarkalilc,  hy  tlir  ImIi'cI  «  slal)lisliiii(r  tiio  dowt  r  or  t  titiJiiici' 
nionov  oT  Nuns.  iii((»  (lie  Convents  ol"  Canada,  at  fhr  ilnur.mul  / ,- 
i^Y  V.  i('d;u(  (I  iil'ti'ruai'ds,  by  llio  I'diit  ol"  IT:'--,  to  tlic  oxislinfi:  ijilc 
o{'  lhr<c  thousand  l.ivrcs,    of  ahiat  one    liundicd    and  (utivc  poind; 

sterlinir-* 

TIio  lonsi;  and  sno('C"'.srul  Adniinistralion  of  llip  Marquis  'fc  Van- 
(hruil,  ended  by  Ins  de.'tlli.  on  (he  l(i(li  ol'  Oefober,  17".'')  :  a  kiimv- 
l('d!',e  ol  Iii^  eliaraelir.  and  eonlidi  nee  in  his  jL^nod  inlenlions,  »(mi- 
binid  uith  bis  jxi  iieral  f-meos  ii\  bis  nndci takings,  bad  joiide  tbe  Cc- 
lonists  extremely  altaeluMJ  (o  bis  ;\d<niiii';lriilion  ;  and  tbey  n<it  only 
oxbibidd  tlie  {;reatest  sorrow  \\\v  bisdealb,  as  a  jtublie  ios.s,  but  tluv 
C\lend((l  (beir  eoiilidenei'  l(»  bis  de.«eendants. 

Tbe  doiub  ol'  llic  Marquis  a'r  J'(iii(h<ui/,  was  followed  by  tlu^  de- 
parture ci'  tbe  able  Intendnnt,  Momicur  Ih'gan,  to  I'Vance,  wbo  wiis 
rejiuu'ed  by  Monsieur  du  Puij. 

In  tbe   year  lT-(».  ihe  Marquis  de  neau/inrunis,    n  natural   sniid  : 
I.oiiis  the  l'<  urteeut/i,  sneeecded  to  tbe  (iovernnienf  of  Canada;  an: 
his  Acbninislratiim  eontributed   nnub  to  inereaso    ibo  military  \w\\v 
witbin  tbe  Colony,  and  to  exeile  tbe   jealousy  and  alarm  of  the    l!n 
tish  CoK)nies  ol'  New  York  and  New  bai<;land.     Tbe  Colonial  ])olin 
cC  IVanee  was,  at  this  lime,  more  partienlarly  directed  to  tbe  inerciiM 
of  Territory,    and  to  tbe   monopoly  ol"  tbe  Fur   Trade,  making  boli 
nnitually  subservient  to  the    uu^st  ambitious   designs  against  the  I'li 
glisb.  whom  if   \\;;s  jin-jn>sed  to  enenel(%    as  with  a  belt,  between  ll 
Allegany  Mountains  and  tb.e  Allanlie    Coast,    depriving  them  of  ll 
Navigation  of  the  Lakes,  and    bridling   their  advancing   Conmicrct 
by  building  forts  along  the  heights   of  lands,  and  at  the   heads  off 
vers.     This  and)itious  e<unse  V  lis  nmeh    facilifaled,    by  tbe  intrigiu 
of  tbe  Jesuits    among   the    Indian    Tribes,    confederated    under  tl- 
name  of  tbe  Five  Nations.     The  curious  reader  may   here   be  rcfc 
red  to  the  ?»Iaps    published    about    the  year  IT-'j-Is  w!;cre  he  \villl> 
astonished  to  lind  that  tl>e  French  line  of  encroachment  Jroin  Gaf: 

•   In  or(lor  to  complete  this   dower,   a  stibsrription    for  a  voluntary  contribiiiif  I 
sometimes,  lakes  pluce.  whieh  is  well  calculated  to  excite  tlie  young  men  to  eiKiui'f 
info  tlie   cluracter  of  the  fair  Novice,  and  to  induce   some  one  to  solicit  her  lor^ 
turn  to  the  road  of  nature,  and  to  prefer  matrimony,  as  more  patriotic  than  reli(?i«j 
celibacy,  in  a  Colony,  where  the  divine  recommendation  to  increase  and  multiply, 
facilitated  in  execution,  by  the  extent  of  unoiciipied  lands:   the  History  of  Iah"! 
Canada,  might   compiise  many  pleasing  tinecdotcs  on  the  impediments  to  tali 
the  Veil, 
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/,.//;»■  U/..<.  .s//)/j/,  t'oiiipn  li(ii(lr(l  about  nric  fliinl  of  flic  'I'cii  itnry, 
mm  oc'iipifd  l>v  took-  iIkiii  iImco  inillioiH  of  flic  ('iti/cru  of  }|)(. 
I  iiilrd  Sinter  »»r  Noilli  A iiiciica.  I'-vci  v  iMlvfiiiCf!  into  flic  iMNrinr, 
\\  liM  !i  (lie  incrcasiiii^  poiiiilalioii  and  (  oiriHicK  ial  ciifi  rpiisc  of  (lif> 
lliili'li  ColonifH  made,  uas  mk  I,  hy  flic  ticciion  of  now  I'orls,  and  hy 
fill'  dii|)lav'  of  iiiililaiy  Imrc,  on  the  p.irf  of  t'l'-  Canadian  fiovcrn- 
iiM'iil.  'I'liis  year,  /iiin/rlf,  (lovcriior  ol'  New  N  oik,  in  conscciiicnrn 
of  llir  inucnf  rcprcscnialions  of  tlic  Urilish  I''nr  'IVadcrs,  wlio  stated 
(li,i)  flic  ("inadiaiis  prcvfiifcd  flu;  Indians  foin  hi  ii.L'in;;  tho  pro(hir(r 
of  tlirir  cliacu  to  flic  host  niai|(<'t,  creeled  a  tradiin;  hoii'-.c,  |)rof(cfr(I 
hv  a  fort,  at  the  moiilh  of  the  I' iver  ()-;\ve;^'o,  which  lidls  into 
I,akc  ( )nlario.  Heaiihariioi>j,  jealous  of  \!ii-i  in(  asiire,  iintiiedialc  ly 
|)(';.faii  lo  rebuild  and  sticn^iilun  I'orf.  N'ia;^a:a  ;  and,  finding  tlic  ICn- 
^IihIi  (ioveinor  resolved  to  support  the  iii'w  eslablidiinenf  at  (>  ;'.v('- 
l^o,  \w  made  m|;ent  rcprescntalions  to  flu;  (!oMrt  of  I'ranec;,  on  the 
siihjeef  of  takiiif^  military  possession  of  such  a  line,  as  alono  could 
prevent  ihe  l'"<ii;.;lisb  I'lir  Trailers  from  {'iijoyin;^  tho  greater  share;  of 
this  trade.  fF:,'i  despali  he,<  were;  aeeonipinied  with  a  Map  of  the 
deh.ileable  [ground,  carried  to  I'Vanee,  by  «Cn;^dncers  capable  of  rx- 
pl.iiniiiL!;  the  advantai^c^  of  parfieiikir  seifes  for  forts  and  rnilifnry 
jKists,  on  the  proposed  line.     'I'jiose  representations   were  successful; 
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>llowi-d    bv  tin'  <!t-  «      ,         . ,         .  ...  .  ... 

to  I'V'ince   who  >m:!  •■"'"''  '"'^"''"^ '""""'    t-'^tabhsbmenls,    an  nnportanf    and    well  situated 

Sfditwas,    intheyiar    ]7.'>  I ,  erected  on    J^a!;e    Champlain,  near    tho    1731. 
1  iiatiiritl   son  (1  ■  ""''^""    ""*'    ('<M)nectieiit    Kivers.     '\'hv.  spot    chosen    for  this  for f| 
vas  afterwards  called  Crouiit  Point,  and  has   beeoine  famous,  in  niili- 
(ary  history,  from  tlu;  saii<-niinary  contests  which  il-.  possession  excited. 

in  the  year  I7.'»:>,  the  Nuns  of  the  (ieneral  Hospital  of  Quebec,  1733. 
were  restricted  by  the  King,  from  vihiting  persons  of  the  Laity,  bow- 
<'vcr  nearly  related  to  them  ;  and  ihey  were  strictly  conlined  within 
the  walls  of  their  conventual  house  and  garden. 

During  the  long  peace  between  (ireat  liritain  and  Franco,  many 
other  regulations  were  made,  allecting  the  domestic  economy  of  tho 
Colony,  which  our  limits  prevent  us  from  mentioning  ;  but  the  Royal 
Kdict  of  the  year  I74.S,  checking  efiectually  the  jiropensity  of  the 
Jesuits,  and  other  Ecclesiastics,  to  actiuire  lands,  should  not  b(;  [)ass- 
cd  over.  All  the  previous  precautions  and  ibrmalities  of  obtaining 
written  permissions  from  (iovernors  and  Intendants,  bad  been  frus- 
trated by  the  intrigues  of  the  Jesuits  ;  and  it  wjis  deemed  necessary 
to  apply  tb(j  remedy  of  an  absolute  i)r()hibition  of  aM  accpiisitions  in 
Jiiortniain,  us  the  only  means  of  preventing  the  Clergy  from  mono- 
polising the  superiority  or  possession  of  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
ultivated  lands  in  the  Colony. 
In  the  year  174"1',  an  important  change  was  made  in  tlie  Law  of 
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one  to  solicit  herto"     Canada;  by  which  only  such  of  the  laws  of  France  as  should  be  en- 


egistered  in  the  Books  of  the  Superior  Council,  by  Ilis  Majesty's 
pecial  direction,  should  have  force  in  the  Colony.  Owing  to  this 
;ircumstance,  the  French  Code  Marchand  or  Law  of  Commerce, 
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r^-n  and  many  rrculntiotis  ronntcted  with  llu*  'I'ladc  uf  I'imiu'c,  in  it-.  ,>  i 
A.  1^.   vanccnu'nt.  during  the  reign  of  Louis  the  I'lllct  iilh,  uiTi*  iint  {ciukIiii 
CaiKic'a  {It  the   C(^'.uiurst.     Tliis  dciiclcncv   <>l'  C«ui.nu'rciiil    Law    I:  s 
never  been  repaired  ;  though  lliu  Govcrnmeiit   of  (Jrtat   Dritaiu   \\m 
ropeatedly  solicited  to  do  so,  more  parlicuhirly   hy  the  Suhjcds  u 
Briti.sh  and  Frencli  descent,    who  joined  in  petilionii'g   lor   a   l*r<iviti. 
cial  House  of  Assciubly,  in   the  3 tar  llhX:     In  this  same  year  171!, 
the  Bishop  of  Qui-bec,  Monsieur  De  Paul  BrjiUtd,   hy  order  of  llif 
French  King,  su[)pressed  many  of  the  Holidays,  as  being   prijuclitiiil 
to  the  Sobriety  ar.d  Inch'slry  of  the  Coh>tii(t.>. 
17-1,!;.        I"  '''G  year  171'5,  instearl  of  introducing  ihe  law  of  priuiogenifuro, 
which  is  the  most  direct  mcansof  |)rcvcntin;.i-  an  e»idless  hull(ilvi^i^)u  of 
lands,  and   its  consequence   (>f  keeping  tlie   Colonists  coriiined  and 
thickly  settled,  endeavoured  v'lin'y  to  counhiact   this  old  custom  ui 
subdivision,  porticularly  aifecting  the  |)c>.santiy,  by  a   vtry  arbitrary 
measure,  whi'.h  C(^uld  not  long  be  executed.    His    Majesiy  (lirectnl 
that,  except  within  the  precincts  of  the  towns,  no  buildings  i-hould  be 
erected  but  on  tracts  or  farms  containing  one  acre  and  a  half  in  froiif, 
by  forty  acres  m  depth,  under  a  penalty   ni   fifty  livres.     The  partial 
enforcement  of  this  imprudent  law,  instead  of  having  the  desired  eireci 
of  stimulating  the  Colonists  to  tr.ake  new  clearances,  induced  sfveral 
kindred  families  to  live  in  the  san'.e  house,  exposed  io  many  disagree- 
ments and  family  quarrel-> ,  from  which  the  most  restless  individuals 
escaped,  by  becoming  day-labourers,  canoe-men  and   soldiers.     'J'Li; 
unforeseen  result  of  die  new  law,  however  destructive  to  the  interesij 
of  Agriculture  and  Colonisation,  was  vvinked  at  by  the  military  (jc. 
vtrnorsand   Fur  Traders,  as  producing  that  proportion  of  vice  aid 
misery,  which,  in  luUy  peopled  countries,  renders  labour  cheap.     Ni 
C-olony  indeed  has  ever  evinced  such  a  niismanagemenl  of  the  ener- 
gies of  a  growing  population  as  Canada  ;  and  the  elFects  of  this  early 
mismanagement  are  still  visible,  under  the  British  Government,  whiel 
by  its  own  Acts  of  Parliament,  has  fortified  the  prejudices  of  tbe . 
French  Canadians  in  favor  of  concentration,  instead  of  encouiagin^ 
them  to  spread  out,  amalgamated  with  the  Subjects  of  British  des-j 
cent,  into  new  Se'>ttlemcnts.     A  different  course  of  policy  would  have' 
made  it  an  object  of  ambition,  in  the  French  Canadians,   to  mix,  in] 
the  clearance  of  the  forest,  with  enterprising  British  Emigrants;  andj 
Lower  Canada,  at  the  present  d'.y,    would    e>dn)it  the   natu"  -I    ap- 
pearance which  suits  a  Country  nearly  as  large  as  Russia  in  Europe; 
and,  instead  of  neaily  half  a  million  of  souls  being  Iccated  on  iivej 
millions  of  acres,  we  should  see  them  spread  out  upon  four  times  thaij 
number.      This   consequence    of    the    preposterous   poiicy   of  tlie 
British  as  well  as  of  the  French  Governn-'ent  i»  evinced  1/y  the  ccr-. 
trast  between  Lower  Canada  and  Upper  C.\nada,   and  even  between^ 
the  neglected  Settlements  of  the  Townships,  inhabited  by  the  Siib-j 
:ects  of  British  descent  and  the  rest  rf  Lower  Canada  ;  where,  witli-J 
out  the  arbitrary  Edict  of  174'4,  there  are  on  the  average  no  building^ 
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i(in  niiy  tract  of  land,  except  in  tlu-  precincts  of  towns  ar.d  \illiiges,  con- 
liiip.in};  less  than  sixty  I'lcncli  acres. 

I    I'roin  this  digression,  we  rtturn   to   tlio   coursf?  ofcvcnts: — in  llie 

|'(;ir  17'l'.3,  the  war  between  (ireat  l}ri!;;'n  and  France,  h;)d  prodiuid 

|liL' splendid  success  of  the  hitter  pov  er  at  r<»ilc/)'\i/,  wWwU  vietory 

MS,  by  order  of  the  King,  soksnni-sed  in  Canada  by  sinj^ing  '1\:  Jjcnin, 

II  the  Catlicdral  of  Quebec.     This  excitement  of  warlike  spirit,  pri'- 

rt'd  the  Coh)nists  lor   tlie  movement  re(piired  to  cheek  the  progress 

f  the  Knghsh  in   America,  who  this  year,  concpiered  Cape   lireton, 

ith  a  Ihitish  naval  and  mihtary  force,  combined  with  the  Provincial 

oops  of  the  New  England  Colonies. 

In  the  years  1710  and  171-7,  the  French   were  prevented  by  acri- 

icntal  causes  from  making  any  impression  upon  Nova  Scotia,  and  no- 

ing  material  happened  till  the  negotiation  tor  a  line  of  demai  cation 

ctween  the  l'>ritish  and  iM-ench  territories  in  America   took  place,  in 

nsequence  of  a  clause  of  the   Treaty  of  peace  of  Aix-La-Chapelle, 

the  year  1 748. 

The  plan  of  the  French,  already  alluded  to,  was  to  keep  th';  Eng- 
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r  Ijvres.     The  partial  |g|)  within  their  actual   Settlements.     'lite   Contd  Dc  GnllinsotvtU'n; 
ving  the  desired  elleti  llio  had   succeeded  Monsieur  /)e  Bean/tarnois   in  the  (lovernment, 

id  transmitted  to  France  an  able  statement  of  the  national  advan- 
lues  which  might  be  derived  from  Canada,  urging  the  expcdieney  of 
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engthening  the  Colony,  by  sending  out  at  the  expense  of  Govern- 
ent.  Ten    Thous'ind   Settlers,    with    the  celebrated  Engineer  J)u 
efiue,  to  mark  out  and  settle  the  proposed  line  of  demarcation,  i:i- 
luled  to   restrict   the  English   within  the  Allegany  Mountains,  and 
prevent  their  approach  to  the  Lakes,  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  IMissis- 
pi  or  their  tributary  streams.     His  zeal  was  praised  by  his  ciFemi- 
te  and  licentious  ^lonarch ;  but  his  recommendations,  so  necessary 
fc  elleets  of  this  early  Mr  preserving  the  French  power  in  America,  were  neglected.     Left 
Government,  whuli,  ||  hjs  o^n  resources,  he  employed  Monsieur  Bienville  to  run  the  de- 
e   prejudices  of  tlie  A>ecl  line,  and  to  sink,  at  proper  distances,  leaden  plates,  bearing  the 
tead  of  enconi aging  Joyal  Arms  of   France.    This  proeeeding  was   accon)panied  with  a 
jects  of  British  desAplay  of  militarj'-  ])owcr,  calculated  to  impress  the  Lidians  and  Fur 
of  policy  would  havejaders  with  the  idea,  that  an  exclusive  right  would  be  enforced  by 
anadians,   to  mix,  in  Jance  to  the  vast  territory  which  the  Engineer  had  surveyed,  excit- 
itisb  Emigrants  ;  and^  jn  their  minds  unprecedented  jealousy  and  alarm,   and  tending  to 
;>it  the    iiatur <d    ap-»L'v'uce  that  formidable  union  between  the  British  Colonists  and  the 
as  Russia  in  Europe iMJians  of  the  Five  Nations,  which  at  length  co-operated  with  the 
)eing  lecated  on  iiveftasures  of  the  British  Government,  in  driving  French  dominion  from 
t  upon  four  times  thaiArth  America. 

terous  policy  '^t  tlieajJut  Galisonniere  was  not  satisfied  with  merely  assuming  a  line  of 
evinced  t/V  the  ccn-fti^arcation  on  the  limits  already  mentioned  :  he  at  the  same  time  em- 
and  even  betweenMygj  j^g  intrigues  of  Le  I.outre  and  other  Priests,  who  succeeded 
nhabited  by  the  Sub-Bgeducing  many  of  the  French  inhabitants  to  quit  L'Acadie,  now 
Canada  ;  where,  ^^''''Ar'i  Scotia,  and  resort  to  a  military  Post  established  beyond  its  lim- 
e  average  no  building^    His  first  success  in  this  intrigue  was  so  agreeable  to  the  Court  of 
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IVaiu'c,  ilialliis  project  ori-staMiMiin^  a  mw  Culoiiy,  In  lie  coiuiki. 
t'l' Ac, uliaits  aiid  Cimatliiiiis,   rcccivcil  flic  Hoval  simcfion  uiili  an 
|i'«i|>iiati()ii  of  I-!p,lit  Iliiiidrcd 'I'lioiisaml  Livrcs  per  aiiiiiiin.     \V| 
busily  iiigaf^cd  in  this  pljiii,    wliicli  lie  was  certainly  tlic  hcsf  fitted 
exei'ufe,  lie  was  snpersi'ded  in  Iiis  (ioveriinieiit  by  Monsieur  Dr. I 
qnicics,  who  sllo^^ed  sneli  reliicfance  to  proceed,  lliat  lie  was  only  si 
ulatcd  to  action  by  rrcsliinstrnctions  from  the  Kiiif,',  in  the  year  17; 
Alter  some   discussions  between  ilir  Chcvnlicr   Dc  /.«  ('i)nir,  1, 
military  eommander,  and  Father   l.e  l.nutrc,  the  seitc  oC  a  fort 
chosen,  between  ///6'  //r/^  p/'/''////^/// and  l.n    lint/e    Vertr  ;  and,  ii,| 
subsidiary  measure,  a  post  was  establislied  near  the  mouth  ortlu-  1, 
St.  Jiilni;  where  a  detachment  oitroops  was  stationed  under  I  hi'  n 
inand  of  Monsieur  I)e  lioisliehenl.,  counselled  by  Father  St.  (ivnim. 
a  .lesuit  of  great  infhience  anion}^  the  Acadians  and  Indians. 

Those  posts,  cntablislied    uniler  the    pretext  of  merely  support 

the  Treneh  Commissioner  in  his  line  of  demarcation,  excited  the  ii^ 

h)usy  of  Connvdl/is,  the  (lovernor  of  Xova  Scotia,  who  well  l<new  1 

(he  Iiuh'ans  would  flock  to  that  spot,  m  here  a  tlisplay  of  military  ll 

J'hould  be  made,  and  had  already  seen  the  alacrity  of  the  Aca(liaii>( 

(|uit  their  allegiance  :  lie  resolved  therefore  to  make  eyery  o|)povii 

in  his  limited  power;  and  he  very  soon  convinced  the  French  that  \i 

scope  of  their  plan  of  encroachment  was  perfectly  known  to  him,  ;;i 

(hat  be  was  ready  even  to  take  the   high    resi)onsibilii:y   of  oll'ensi| 

hostilities  to  counteract  it.     A   French    vessel,  w  ith   supplies  for 

post  at  tlic  mouth  of  the  St.  .John  river,  \vas  captured   by  his  onlcrj 

and  a  fort  was  erected  opposite  to  that  of  the  Frencli,  near  the  15avl 

Fundy  ;  where  MajorLaxvrence,  on  the  one  side  of  the  river  lie(iul,(ts> 

and  the  Chevalier  De  La  Corjic   on    the  other,    continued   long 

strengthen  their  respective  Posts,  witliout  mutual  hostilities. 

This   year   is  remarkable   for  one  of  those  Jobs  which   disgrsi 
^i   the   Colonial  Government,  during   the   decline    of  FVench  ^ 
niiuion  in  Canada.   After  a  series  of  preliminary  enquiries,  an  assoc,! 
tion,  consisting  of  the  (iovernor,  the  Intendant  and  other  officers  ot'i; 
Colony,  despatched  an  expedition,  at  the  expense  of  theCrov\  n,  witlitj 
avowed  purpose  of  exploring  nroute  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  through  11 
Lakes,  the  Mississippi  and  the  Missouri  rivers,  as  well  as  by  a  lii;! 
route,  be3'ond  Lake  Superior.  This  Royal  Expedition,  which,  condint 
ed  with  zeal,  loyalty  and  perseverance,  might  have  anticipated  thedl 
coveries  of  Sir  Alexander  JMcKenzie,  a  British  Fur  Trader,  ended  orl 
in  obtaining  the  real  objects  of  its  Colonial  Projectors,   namely  rii 
returns  of  Furs ;    of  which  the  Governor's  share  was  worth  ahci 
Twelve  Thousand  Pounds  Sterling.     As  the  Intendant,  and  otiiff 
interested,  had  a  due  share  in   the  returns,  the  failure  of  the  expec] 
tion  in  its  public  purposes,  was  accounted  for,  in  despatches  to 
French  Court,  by  asserting  that  insuperable  difficulties  existed  in  tlitj 
prosecution ;  and  "  the  Queen's  Post"  established  by  Monsieur  " 
la  Verandrie,  was  the  neplus  ultra  of  the  French  progress  towards  i 
Rocky  Mountains  and  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
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Kill};,  in  till!  year  1' 


jln  till'  y».';ir  I  ".'JO,  C/i a its.se furos  De  l-v>ij,  llie  son  jif  the  Knijinecr  r^'^-n 
lldii'  iiii'iitiinud,  sp|)(  riiitfiuk'd  tliu  tivctioii  of  the  fort  at  I'tausL'-  A.  I). 
\\\\  loiiiiil  uliicli,  I'atlii'i  Lrloiilri' colli'ctfd  i\\v.  inratuatcil  /hadidiis,   17^0. 

till  lie  siilijt'ctcd  to  rv(  ry  labour  and  privation  which    religious  I'a- 
l(:(i«itii  alone  can  eiidiire. 

I'l'liis  year,  the  pri  tensions  of  the  iTcnch,  ns  to  tlio  Hne  of  de- 
jfcation,  towaids  the  Ohio,  and  other  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi, 
[•IT  iiilorei'd  ;  and  three  iiidividiiais,  who  had  licenses  i'roin  the  (Jo- 
[rnors  of  the  ICn<;lisli  Colonies,  to  trade  with  the  Indians  on  the 
liio,  were  seized  with  their  Merchandise,  and  brought  prisoners  to 
Lnircal:  they  were,  however,  liberatiil  as  a  nnilter  ol"  expediincy  ; 
iiV  they  had  been  strictly  examined  respectiii,tr  the  Comnurci.d  and 
I'lritoiial  views  of  the  Coloniul  Authorities  of  New  Ijigland  and 
■  w  Yerk. 

Mtiintime,  though  the  boundary  Commissioners  had  met  with  all 
|t<  i.iipiarances  of  amicable  nego.iution,  the  (loveriior  of  Canada, 
risceing  war  as  the  inevitable  result  of  the  pretensions  of  Great 
|rit;iiii  iind  IVance  in  America,  took  early  precautions,     lie  renewed 

iiifri^^ues  with  the  Iroquois  or  Five  Nntinns,    which,   supported  as 

lev  were  by  Picf/iicf,  one  of  the    I'ricsts  of  St.  Sulpice,  would  have 

laic'ded,  if  they  had    not  been  counteracted    by  tlu;  wonderful  in- 

jioiii'e  ae(|uired  over  that  C'onfederation,   by    Sir  IVilliam  Johnson  ; 

boso  warlike  undertakings  and    adventures,  among  the  Indians,  are 

subjects  for  history  and  romance.  The  French,  however,  were 
Iffered  by  those  Indians,  to  erect  the  fort  Ln  Presentation,  near 
It'ir  borders,  and  thus,  to  add  another  proof  of  their  perfect  know- 
}l<,'p,  arising  from  long  study,  of  the  |)ropcr  points  from  which  the 
liiglish  Colonies,  and  their  Indian  Allies,  could  be  assailed,  on  the 
le  of  Canada. 

The  approach  of  destruction  to  French  dominion  in  America  was, 
Never,  signalised,  not  less  by  measures  calculated  to  alarm  and 
lite  the  English  Colonies,  than  by  corruption  in  the  FVench  Officers 
iiich  weakened  the  energies  of  Canada.  The  inadecjuate  salaries 
ftlic  Civil  and  Military  Officers  ofthis  Colony,  had  long  tempted  them 

combine  in  peculation  and  commercial   adventures.     These   prac- 

ccs  were,  however,    aggravated,    when   the   licentious   state  of  the 

jourt  of  France,  produced  the  appointment  of  analogous  characters 

the  Government  of  the  Colony.  This  year,  Monsieur  Bigot,  the 
itendant  of  Canada,  exhibited  much   of  the  license  and  jjrodigality 

the  Couvt  of  France;  and  resorted  to  the  most  profligate  means 
Ir  the  support  of  his  expenses ;  the  greater  part  of  which  were  in- 
arred  to  support  the  extravagance  of  a  Mistress,  whom  he  had  se- 
Liced,  or  rather  purchased,  by  protection  and  presents,  from  her 
isband.  In  this  affair,  indeed,  the  conduct  of  Louis  the  Fifteenth, 
fas  exactly  followed :  the  Lady  was  endowed  with  a  rich  cstablish- 
pent ;  and  her  complaisant  hu&band  was  fust  made   "  ow n-Major  of 
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(^icltt'f.  jitul  JirtcrHrirds.  by  tlu*  cnnfiniiril   iiilirj\st  iitui  ui^^riit  bolii 
l.ilitMi  nf  tin-  |>iiiiinioiir.  ciiMtiil  ('/'(Td/irr  i/f  III  Ciou:* 

III  lliis  iiiiiniur,  curriipl  niiiiMi|i()lu'H  liail  iiiti  rIcKd  ^iili  ilu>  JMn. 
rst  oi  iIk'  C'tiiii|)iiiiy,  cslablisluii  lor  llii'  pLiuiiil  btiujlit  in  tlic  pithi. 
ciitioii  ol'  till'  I'lir  'riiuic;  anil  an  alanniii;^  ijivision  hihvii  ii  tlui: 
fcu'sts  ol'  fli(>  ;7//<7,v  and  flu'  iiilnL  IiatI  hfrii  already  a(  r  iiiipli-lni 
l>i'l'(ir(<  olliMisive  (ipi'iations  ai^ainst  Ciinada  look  |ilai'c,  in  tlii'  \(„: 
1 7."t."5. 

Hiif  wo  nliirn  fo  (lie  course  of  events,  I)y  staiinj;  that  in  tlie  nii(l> 
ol'  liis  plans  ol'  avarice  and  aiiil)ili()i),  Mnn.^inir  dr  Joiiifiihrrs  dicil 
;  <^icl)ic.  (Ill  tile  ITlli  ol'  May,  I'Jf/J,]  rcf^rellcd  liy  no  class  ol  i! 
coininiinify.  >vlioin  he  had  always  endeavoured  to  render  siihservh; 
tt>  the  interests  of  hiiiiseit'  anil  a  lew  sharers,  in  the  piihlie  spoil.  Ti 
till'  arrival  of  a  lu'w  (lovernor,  the  Adiuiiiistration  ol'  liie  (!oloiiy  (L 
^I'lvednpon  i'luuics  J.r  Maiiir,  lunoii  ilc  Loii^iicuil,  (iovirnort, 
MiMitreal. 

The  reiterated  eonijilaints  of  the  C'lerj^y,  and  other  inlluei.tiai  |i(r 
sons  in  the  Colony,  which  no  iiilrinuis  could  slide,  had  induced  iMm 
firur  t/r  la  ./iiu/nicir,  ii  lew  months  Ijclore  his  dcalh,  to  lender  his  \\. 
siirnation,  haviiifr  amassed  a  largo  I'ortune,  which  he  desired  to  enjn 
in  IVaiice;  .'ind  IJis  IMajesty,  haviii;;  decided  on  his  recall,  appoi;iU. 
t/ir  Mnn/uis  du  (liicsiiv.  dc  Mi'iiiicvi/lciiowviun-  ol' Canada,  l<oui>i;ii:, 
Cape  IWtlon,  Si.  .rdms,  and  their  l)e|)eii(Ieneies.  He  arrived  ii; 
Quebec  in  the  niontb  of  August ;  and  showed,  by  his  active  pr('|i;ir 
ntions  for  hostilities,  that  he  foresaw  an  approucliiiij;  crisis,  wbieli  li,; 
disposition  and  character  were  calculated  to  hasten. 

Besides   organisiniij,    and  perioilically    training  the  IMilitia,    for  in 

tprnal  delence,    the    new  iJovcrnor    sent    detachments   of  Heguhir- 

iMilitia  and  Indians,    to  the  Ohio;  n here  he  ordered    the  iminedi.iti 

construction  of  fort  7^/t  Qz/rs^/r*.   anil    other  posts,    with    thevirwi: 

keeping  the    I'^nglish  within    the  Appalachian  or  Allegany  lM(uinlaiii< 

The  I'.nglish,  on  their  part,  slill   professing  to  act  on  the  defcn.sivi', 

built  a  fort,  in  the  vicinity  of  JJii  (^itcsiic,  which  llu>y  (juaintly  calliu 

Nkck.ssity,  destined  to  have  a  garrison  of  Colonial  'J'roops  from  Vir 

ginin,  CO  umanded  by  the  afterwards  celebri'.ted  CiKoitcE  Wasiiinc. 

TON,  then  holding  the  Commission   of  Lieutenant   Colonel.     During 

Colonel  Washington's    march    towards   fort    Necessity,  lie  met  a  rc' 

connoilring  party  from  fort  Du    Quesne,    under  Monsieur  de  Jummi- 

vi.'lr,   who,  in  a  haughty  manner,   having  warned  the  luiglish  agaiiis: 

proceeding  farther,  caused  a  general  burst  of  indignation  throughoui 

•  This  tiilc,  to  flic  grcnt  nnnoyancft  of  the  true  Chevalier  de  In  Come,  wns,  In 
Roire  wa;?s,  siniilariy  tlesijjnatcd ;  ami  tlie  husband  of  the  liiti'iidaiu's  ]Mi&tmf,< 
WHS  fiiiniliariy  called  •'  I.e  nouvrmi  ( licvalicr  dr  In  Cornc," 

f  This  year,  two  carjfocs  of  Canadian  Wheat  were  siiipped  from  Quebec  If 
Maiseillus,  ami  gave  satisfaction  in  that  extensive  market.  A  sevcniy-four  Giis 
Shij'  w.is  also  built,  for  the  Government ;  l)ut,  owing  to  some  misraunngemciil, 
the  broke  htrback  in  laiincliing,  near  Cape  Diamond. 
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flii(tdi>nial  Triiop'; ;  t'onic  nl"  \\luuii.  di>ii '.'.ndiii;^  ull  eonlroiil,  iin- 
iiiiiliately  tiMil,  aiiii  at  JtniMiiivilli-,  Killin;^  biiuiiir  ami  bevt  r.il  of  jiji 
ii;iitv.  Tliit  act  i  Ifiil  was  s'lllit  leiil  tt)  lt,ad  llie  IVint  h  Coiii- 
nuimhiMl,  Miuis/nir  </(•  ('(inlirnnir,  lo  oHfiiMVC  liu-liliiii  ,  ;  anil  Im; 
(|iiiilJv  iiivc.-iteil  I'ort  Nei'isiily,  and  (>bli;;i'd  W  a-.Iiinj!;li)ii  lo  rapitiiiafe. 
W'liilc  tin's  tu'W  (leek  ua:i  ('iiiiliibiitiii;^  lo  ai.iini  aiitl  nmn-  iIk.'  lin- 
^'lisli,  niiilin^  tluni  as  one  man,  a;^Min>L  the  IVincli,  llic  (-ontliift  <y|° 
llie  Iiitcndanl,  anil  oilier  Canailian  Ollittrs,  was  ealiiiialed  to  d*  <.- 
trnv  I'le  risoinei's  ol'ilu'  ( lovi'rnnit.-nl,  anil  lo  alienali'  the  all'i  rliont  oi' 
llu-  people,  ridiiein;^  llic  Ivinis  lor  tin  tlelenee  oi"  C^'uiaila,  lo  a  de- 
niiidtnee  upon  tliut  love  <tl'  };lory,  wl.icli  slill  aiiiinattd  honiu 
.Mililaiy  ('oiinnandeis,  and  to  the  iniliienee  of  tlie  l]i.>Iio])  anil  otiier 
jA'i'li'.^iasties,  over  u  sii|)erslilioiis  (!oin:niinity. 

'file  Intendant,  by  ibgrees,    bad  eonihined  In  bis  interested  viewn, 
ill'  iIci^'eiiLialetl  Conijiany  of  Canada,  v,  Iiom;    eitabli^liint  iiL  we  bavu 
iilieaily  mentioned,     'i'lie  details  oi'  bis  (-onilint,    in  eonneelion  with 
lliis  Association,  as  aflerwards  proved  before  llic  Tiibimals  t>f  IVanei', 
lire  Itio  ti (lions  anil  disgusting;  but  ue  may  be   pcrmiltcd  to  glance 
at  tlieiii,  for  tlu!  inforinalion  of  om'  readers.     'I'bis  eonnection  is  pro- 
jiciiy  cbaiaelerised  as  an  (Nteiiiiive  eoiispiiaey  to  dtliaiid  tbc  I'rencb 
(ioveninu  lit,  in  tbe  ex|)endilnre   of  public  monies,    for  every  depart- 
"mi'iiI  ;  anil  it  conlribnled  iiineli  to  lia'-ltii  a  .state  ol'  war,  ns  Lr^.l  ral- 
lalcd  lo  Javiiir  (tiul   anicntl  ils  nrfaiiniis   /jKrjio.rs.     'J'be  principid 
I'litiire  of  tbc*|dan  was,  ibut   tbe  I'Veneli    (loveriirueiit  and  tliu  C\)lo. 
lists  slionlil  be  obli;^ed  lo  jinrcbasu   tbe  principal   putt  of  tin;  ntccs- 
jry  supplies  from  tbe  creatures  of  tbe  Intendaiit,  and  I'rom  flic  ('om- 
[juiiiy.     l''or   instance,    tbe    Inteiulant,    wliile   hv   purposely  ordered 
loiii  I'ranee  inadeipiate  supplies  for  the    troops,  directed  tbe  Compa- 
ly  Id  import  the  delieiency,  wliicli    be  aflerwards,  on  tbe  plea  t>f  ne- 
cssity  of  statu,    purchased  from    that    Association,    at  an  enormous 
^fidvaiicc.     On  tbe  other  hand,  under  the  same  pretext  of  state  neces- 
ity,  he  purchased,  or   rather  sci/ed,  at  a  low    price,  all  the  gr.iin  of 
he  (!olony,  and  afterwards   resold  it  to  tbe  Colonists,  more  particu- 
larly to  the  Inhabitants  of  (Quebec,  Montreal  and  Throe-Rivers,  at  a 
irolit  of  four  hundred  per  cent.     Wy  means  of  bis  underlinj.;s,  he  al- 
Bo  contrived  to  embezzle   great  part  of  His  Majesty's   Merelianiu'se, 
Inteiuled  as  presents  to  tbe  Indians  ;  and,  at  /lis  Sines,  popuUtrlij  de- 
finnatcd  Li:s  Fhipossks,  or  the  F/iAunuLEsr,  all  persons  purchased 
iihtit  xvas    intended   bij   the   munificent    Monarch,  to   be  dlslriliuLed 
io  his  Troops,  and  to  his  Indian  Allien. 

To  cloak  and  support  this  conspirav^y,  various  intrigues  were  car- 
ded on  at  the  profligate  Court  of  France  ;  and  Jiigol  himself,  bav- 
jiig  first  placed  his  creatures  in  the  management  of  the  Colonial  I)e- 
lartnicnts,  visited  I'Vanee  in  order  to  secure  co-operation,  by  bribery 
Ind  corruption,  which  circumstances  enabled  him  to  accomplish,  in 
kuch  an  ingenious  mA'nier,  that  nothing  but  the  necessary  iuveslig?!-: 
lions  which  always  follow  an  unsuccessful  war,  could  have  caused 
"lis  ruin. 
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r^--n       Wc  Iiavt*  particularly  aliiidid  to  lliis  couspiracy,   bccauar    tiio  T'.ii- 
A.  D.   glish  writers  on  flic  ('(»i)(|iicst  of  Caiiaila,    liavc  Ih-lmi    nioro  snlieiloni 
lo  ascTiht;  it  tiitircl}'  to  tliu  fon.i-  and  valmir  of  llie  Invadnj,   lliaii  to 
slate  any  causfs  of  internal  vwahness  and  disunion. 

After  tlic  rt  (hictiou  ofl'urt  Nucc  >>ity,  tin.  I'liti.l)  (lovornment  \n':- 
pared  lor  open  war  "Itli  I'Vancc,  wluVli  the  state  of  I'^urope,  ar.d  llii> 
ambition  of  rKKDKincK  of  I'ltussiA  soon  rendiTed  general,  rranec 
despatelied  a  stronj^  I'let  ,  with  Troo|)s  and  warlike  Stores,  to  (i'le 
h'.c  ;  "nd  I'ju^land  ticni  ..iit  a  Fleet  in  pursuit,  wliieh  only  suececdi  il 
in  capturing  two  IVigates,  with  the  Enj,inccrs>  and  Troops  on  houul, 
on  tlie  hanks  of  Newfoundland. 

Meuntiine,  the  only   offensive  operations,  by   land,    which  the  exi- 
poneies  of  Europe    would  permit,  on    the  part  of  England,    were  an 
t'xpedition  of  l^ritish  Regulars,   and  Colonial  Militia,    under  Grncnil 
Bnuhlocli,  in    the  year    1755;  the  obji-ct  of  which   apjieais    to  !:;.vl 
been  coniined  to  giving  a  decisive  check  to  the  encroaelnneuts  >X  iht 
Canadian  Government  on  the  O'lio. 
1755.        'i'his  year,  the  Man/ids  da  Qncsiic  having  resigned,  was  su(  cc-eded, 
in  July,  by  the  Marquis  de  Vaiidiruil   de  Cava;j^n(d,  the  last  C-ovcrn- 
or  of  Canada,  under  the  French  dominion  ;  and  the  first  great  event, 
during  his  Administration,  v.as  the  defeat    of  (lOiend    Braddock.,  on 
the  f)th  of  July,  in  one  oi"  the  dehles  of  the  A()alachian,  or  Allegany 
Mountains,   owing,   in  a  great    measure,    to  his   disregard  of  all  the 
precautions  against  surj)r'.se  lud  consequent  confusion,   which  are  re- 
quisite in  the  woods,    tleliles,  and    morasses   of  North  America.     In 
ihis  conflict,  Braddock  was   mortally  wounded  ;  and  much  credit  is 
given   to  Colonel   Washington,    for    bringing  ofl'  the   reuialns  of  the 
liritish  army,  which  atterwards  joined  about  six  thousand    Provincial 
Troo[)s,  under  the  comniand  of  Gwcrnnr  Shirlci/  and  General  JuliH' 
son.     The  latter,  with  the  view  of  attacking  Crown  Paint,  joined  GV- 
neral  Lyman,  wciw  Lake  (iccrgc ;  wliere,    strongly   posted,   he  was, 
on  the  8th  of  September,    attacked  by  three  thousand   INIen,  ivcgu- 
lars,  Marines  and   INIilifia,   conur.anded    by  Huron    Dciskua  ;  wh.en, 
after  a  warm    contest  of  four   hours,  the   IVench  were   forced  to  re- 
treat to  Crown  Point,  with  the  loss  of  a  thousand  men.    Baron  Dei.i- 
kau,  severely  wounded,  was  also  taken  prisoner  on  this  occasion  ;  and 
the   success  obtained    restored    the  spiirit  of  the  Briti&h   army,  while 
the  conduct  of  the  Provincials,  acfjiiired  the    respect   and  confidence 
of  the  Regular  Troops,  with  whom  th.ey  had    been  brigaded.     Much 
credit  was  also  given  to  General  Johnson  ;  whouj  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty rewarded    with  the  dignity   of  Baruncl,  and  a   present  of  five 
thousand  pounds  sterling. 

This  success  was  however  not  followed  up,  owii'g  chiefly  to  the 
inefficiency  of  a  divcision  in  fiivour  of  Johnson's  f-nterprise  against 
Crown  Point,  intended  by  Governor  Shirley,  wIh)  merely  reinfourd 
the  i/Ifiriison  r>f  Oswego  and  he  closed  the  can)nai^n  hy  rctiiiiig  to 
Albnnv,  in  October,  1755. 
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111  llie  ycai  IT.I'I,  while  iltc  Miirrjnis  dc  Vovdrcu'd  wns  ocnipied 
in  ir^olialiiij;  \.illi  tlie  Indians,  ami  while  Iii;.[ity  the  Iiiteiid;iiit,  and 
hi^  ercaliires,  wvw  dcstr'-.yin};  the  iiir.>riial  re  -iirec^  of  the  Coldiiy, 
hy  the  neliu'ioiis  piaetiees  airiuly  mentioned,  .",  large  body  of 'IVoop.s 
itnivfd  from  I'ranee,  under  the  "ominand  ot  Mnjor  tunrral  tin; 
M'ln/uis  r/f  >IoNTCAr,M,  whose  bravery  was  dei^lined  to  throw  a  luHtM- 
01)  the  decline  and  fall  of  I'Vere'.i  doininion  in  America.  His  (irst 
Miecoss  was  ac;;'.!nst.  Fort  ().:we;;() ;  the  ;,fariison  of  which  was  reduced 
(0  capitulate,  in  the  'iionMi  of  August;  and  the  military  propensities 
of  ilie  Colonists,  were  j^r.ttilied  by  the  triumphant  display  of  Enj^lish 
prisoners,  rei;imeiital  cohuirs,  iuid  other  warlike  trophies,  convc\ed  to 
Monlrial.  The  lollowieg  winter  was  not  entirely  passed  in  dissipa- 
tion ;  lor  the  active  mind  of  Montcalm  j)lanned  an  ex[)edition,  which, 
tluv.igh  it  iailed  in  the  primary  object  of  destroying  lort  G(!orge,  suc- 
ceeded in  destroying'-  the  out-works,  the  adjoining  store  houses,  and 
iilMUt  thirty  battcaus  and  sloops,  prepared  for  the  intended  attack  on 
C  rown  Point. 

'fhe  preparations  of  De  Montcalm,  for  the  Campaign  of  IT^")?,  ro- 
qiiiriiig  much  labour,  on  the  part  of  the  Colonists,  in  the  conveyance 
of  'J'roops  and  Stores,  were  sijjnalised  by  the  most  flagrant  abuses, 
on  the  part  of  the  Intendant  and  the  Commissariat  Department, 
with  which  hitter  he  connived,  in  oppressing  the  Inhabilants,  and  in 
defrauding  the  (jovermnent,  which  Avas  c!iar;;cd,  by  the  Contractors, 
;it  the  rate  of  five  Livrcs  per  ({uintal,  for  tlie  conveyance  of  Stores 
I'min  Montreal  to  Lake  Champlain,  while  the  Intendant  contrived  to 
have  the  labour  done  by  the  Colonists  and  Troops,  bribing  the  Mi!"  ■ 
tary  Officers,  to  prevent  an  immediate  exposure  of  his  nefarious  con- 
duct, and  extending  the  system  of  paper  currency  in  the  Colony,  in 
order  to  lessen  those  demands  on  the  Treasury  of  France,  whiph 
might  otherwise  have  alarmed  the  Colonial  Department,  and  excited 
an  inquiry  into  the  enormous  expenditure  of  Canada. 

Amidst  this  waste  and  plunder  of  the  resources  of  the  nation  and 
of  the  Colony,  Montcalm  was  entirely  occupied  with  the  plans  of 
warfare;  and  he  signalised  the  campaign,  by  the  capture  of  Fort 
(rcorge,  which  was  Ibllowed  by  a  lamentable  inability  or  neglect,  on 
his  part,  to  protect  the  English  prisoners,  in  their  march  to  F'ort  F^d- 
ward  ;  during  which  they  were  surjiriscd,  and  nearly  all  murdered  by 
his  Indian  Allies.  This  deplorable  event,  proving  that  the  FVcnch 
were  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  restrain  the  barbarities  of  the  Indi- 
ans, had  a  decisive  influence  on  the  future  conduct  of  the  w  ar  ;  and 
thenceforth  the  determination  of  the  English  Colonists  to  destroy 
French  dominion  in  America,  was  supported  by  the  indignation 
(if  the  P>ritish  Ministry,  at  this  massacre  of  two  thousand  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's regular  Troops.  The  elder  Pitt,  afterwards  F.arl  CItntJianu 
was  now  Prime  Minister  of  England  :  and  the  energy  which  he  infused 
into  His  Majesty's  home  and  Colonial  Governments,  was  soan  felt  ia 
Fiirope  and  in  America. 
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'flu-  ihfinfjc  of  l]\r  l"nj.',Iisli  Mini  (ly  ciirorcnl  .'iflcnlinir  on  (l:t 
A,  1).  p"i<  (il'tlic  !V|;iriiH'  jiiM.I  ('iiliMi;iI  1)(  p.ii  (mumi!  oI"  I'liiiiCf.  (o  tl'c  i(()ii|. 
r,'.>J*.  sil ions  dl"  Dr  Moiilciilni  (or  troops  ;ni(l  siipplij-s  ;  biil  tlic  quvit  I'.nj'li  !i 
IMiiiishM-  in;iv  1"'  '-■i'<l  l<»  liavc  ion,",l!(  llic  hjiltU"^  ol  Aimric.'i.  in  l',ii 
ropo,  by  (H'ciip\  in;.;  llic  C'lco  of  I'V;nict'.  'I'lu'  (-liccl,  lioucvci',  of  tin; 
diversion  ot'rcrcc  ^^  ;ts  not  (jnicKIy  iisccrf.'tiiu'd  ;  ;ni(l  ll'o  prcnnisc^  m' 
ioM,  w  illi  o(<;iHnn;il  sliipnimts  ol'  jiinninnition  inid  piovisimiw  iVo,  ■ 
I'Vanco  dinin!.^  llu>  yiiM-  1 7.'>'s  sliiiud;il('(l  tlto  nnlivo  conrii^o  of  !)(> 
IMonlc.din  ;  «ho';c  s]ilcn(!id  tnililMi'V  rcpntalion  in^|>ir('d  conrKl'.'ncf  in 
flu"  (\'loni'>ts.  iuul  in  ihrir  li;di.in  Allios,  nolw  il!is(;ni(linj;  llic  nKilvcrn. 
lions  .'!nd  notoriom.  p(  cnl.nions  ol'tlio  Ink'ndant.  IMcinilinif  flic  I'li^lup 
and  hi-;  l^'cli'siiHticv  s.'pjnnlin':  llicir  (•;-ins(  I'roin  lliat  ol'llic  pro(li;j^;Uf' 
Contl  ol' IVanco,  pcririxcd  lliaf  (ho  ('on(]nr>i  of  Canada,  hy  llio  I'lc- 
t«'>(an(  (lovrnnni  lU  (>("  l''..\;,'lan(l.  nii;dil  diniinisli  lluir  power;  apil 
tliev  nn(rai'in;',l\  ('tupIo\(  d  liii'Ir  <:;reat  indncaiei-  (o  cloak  tlicciinm 
ol'tlu'  Colonial  ( JovrrnnuiU,  and  to  animate  |Ih>  inlial)ilanl'^  to  dclciMJ 
the  (\)nntrv  iif:i'.insf  llu'  enemies  ol' IVance  and  of  the  Ifoini^l'  lie 
Ii;.;i(Mi.  'l"hc  dilcnsixe  res(nnces  ofCanad'  were  therelore  still  lo'catcr 
in  a  ri'!i;;ions  or  moral,  than  in  a  physical  poii;i  oi  view;  rclif.',ion,  orra- 
tlior  fanaticism,  was  enijdoyi'd  to  e%eite  resistanc<'  to  tiie  l'atj.';lish,  ,:> 
iippenrs  iVoni  the  /l/i-/;;*-/*;/;*';//  or  charge  of  the  I^ishop,  dated  iSili  |(>,  1) 
April.  IV3!^ 

Onr  limits  forbid  a  defiiii  of  the  tnililarv  operations  of  the  cvcntriil 
cani])ai^ii  of  the  year  1V.^J>:  hut  wo  shall  biiefly  allndo  to  the  pliiii 
ol  invasion,  anil  that  ol'the  defence,  haslrnint;  forward  to  llu;  resnlt^ 
The  Uritjsh  (JovtMiiment,  having-  resolved  (hat  a  mcasnrcs  undc^ 
taken  at  the  urgent  (Mitrcaty  of  the  Colonists  of  New  l-aifjland  aid 
New  York,  should  be  so  eondueted  as  to  ijive  theni  nn  opportunity cifj  i]\r  vi 
eompIctL'  eo-oprration  between  the  regular  land  and  sea  forces  aiul^  lud  c 
the  i'lovineial  troojis,  direi'led  the  invasion  of  Can.nda  to  three  priii  [n  f 
eipal  points.  u)ider  three  (lenerals  of  talent  and  reputation;  and,  in 
ease  of  success,  it  was  understood  that  the  three  divisions  should  ntcrt 
at  !\IoTitreal.  to  concert  the  means  of  prescrvinu;  thi^'r  ('oM(|ucsts.  Tiio 
forces  directed  against  (Quebec  should  be  first  mentioned,  as  their  suc- 
cess (lecidcd  the  fate  of  Canada.  They  were  commanded  by  the  luv  t'he  Q 
roic  (JiNFKAi,  Woi-rr,  who  fell  in  the  arms  of  victory  on  the  heights 
rX  .\br.diau),  before  Quebec.  The  troops,  amounting  to  about  Eijilit  I'lic  W 
Tliousand  men.  w  ere  chiefly  drawn  from  the  army  which,  under  the  |  si 
same  commander,  the  preceding  year,  had  taken  Fort  Louisdcur;^  n  Whe  cc 
Capr  Ihrlnn,  and  subdued  that  Island ;  they  were  conveyed  to  tlic  |  rn 
vicinity  of  Quebec,  by  a  fleet  of  vessels  of  war  and  transpor.  .,  com-  Che  '^' 
manded  by  Admiral  Sauiidfu^  ;  and  they  landed,  in  two  divisions,  ik 
the  Island  of  Orleans,  the  'JTlh   of  June,   and  received  orders  to  pro  fTlie  B 
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paie   for  avigorou.s   campaign;  while   their  hopes   of  success   wtr; ' 
angmontcd   by  an    intimation   of    the    co-operation    of   the  armiii  • 
directed  against    other   points  oi'  Canada,    intended    to   divide  tK 
forces  and  distract  the  attention  of  the  French  Commanders.     Gene- 
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I    .'idnilitlir  (Ml    flir 
VilliCf.  fi)  tlic  li'(|in- 
III  llic  i;ir:il  I'Jij'li  li 
III'  A  itu'ricil.  ill  l',n 
el,  Iioucvcr,  ol'  tin; 
i\(l    |!h'    |)i'miiis(N  (if 
11(1    jtiovisidiiH   iVd.  ■ 
ivc   coiir.'i'rc  of  Do 
spiled  cniirKl'.'iu'i'  in 
ndin-;  llic  innlvcr  ;i. 
Tciinlinic  \hv  l'«i>li('|) 
|Ii;i)  <>l"ll'c  prcdi^'-Ml'' 
;';tn;i(!:i,  1)}'  Uif  Tn'. 
1   ilM'ir   powtr  ;  iiimI 
|(>  clf'idx    llu'  n  \u\[\ 
liIt.'ilHlillils  l(»  drt'cnil 
I  (»!' the   Woiui^l'  1{(.. 
llu'rclurc  still  I'.'-ciita 
view  ;  irhY';ioii,  oriM- 
I'v  to  llic  I'-n^Iisli,  ,N 
l^islioi),   dated    iMin 
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^nl  Wolfe,  nt  the  snmc  time,  [lublished  and  distributed  a  .\raiiirt.".f(>,  r^-n 
|lii(li  is  r(  iiiarkahle  as  not  pr(»ini-,iii|f  more  favorable  terms  to  the  A.l). 
jVi  mil  Canadians,  for  ipiiet  submission,  lliaii  were  afterwards  accord- 
id  liv  till'  Capitiilalions  of  (iiiebe<' and  Montreal,  when  thev  had  |»ar- 
|iVi|i;ii('d  ill  the  mo>l  ferocious  resistance  to  the  invaders,  joiiiliif^  flin 
jcalpiii;^  parties  of  Indians,  and  miii^'IiiiL,'  in  every  speci(;s  of  cruelly, 
\\]\  iliev  were  (iiially  overpowered  and  disarmed.  'Huh  conduct,  how- 
kcr,  was  chiefly  owiiif;  to  the  influence  of  the  Cierj^'y;  whose;  exlior- 
|iiii.)iis  had  infused  relij^ioiis  fanaticism  into  tlu;  minds  of  the  Colo- 
|iis|.;,  who  were  led  to  believe  that  the;  means  were  justified  by  tlic 
|i(ipo-ic(l  object,  of  securin;;;  their  temiioral  and  eternal  salvation,  by 
[in- exlerminafioii  of  the  iMi^lish  heretics.  So  ^feneral  indeed  was 
lliis  feelin;;,  that  the  Compiest  of  Canada  is  not  more  to  be  ascribed 
((>  the  talent  of  (Jeneral  Wolfe,  than  to  fh(;  ncfilect  of  the  I'Vencli 
Cm. Ill  to  provide  for  the  defence;  of  that  Colony,  in  a  manner  suitable 
jo  il  ,  national  importance,  and  in  compliance  with  the  retpiisilions  of 

iK'  lirave  (ir:u->al  Dr  MDiilrnlni,  who  must,   have   considered  himself 
inl  Canada,   as  di>slined   sacrifices    to    tlu;    vices    and  exigencies   of 
1-:  licentious  Monarch,  and  piofli|ra(e  (!ourt. 
;   I'liiler  the  c(miplicate(l  evils  of  national  ne;,;Iect  and  Colonial   al)u- 

1(s,  i)e  IMontcalin's  dispositions  for  defence  were  admirable;  and  ho 
ilime  is  the  prominent  fi|^ure  in  this  last,  and  desperate  strii^'f^Ie,  on 
liL' part  of  lu-ance,  for  dominion  in  vVnierica.  'I'lie  (iovernor  (ii-ne- 
[lil,  the  Mdtf/ti/s  i)c  Vaudrcnily  was  too  much  implicated  in  the  Colo- 
liiil.Iobs  and  abuses  of  15t(ior,  the  Intciulanl,  iu  deserve  tlu;  praiso 
fan  impartial  historian  ;  and,  except  as  the  signer  of  the  Cajjitulatiou 
f  ^^)llt^eal,  and  the  tool  of  I'riests  and  military  men,  intriguing  with 
ho  vieiors  to  obtain  unreasonable  conditions  of  surrender,  hi.s  naniu 
H(l  cli;iracter  uill  seldom  be  mentioiied. 

In  the  month  of  Mays  «i  (Council  of  War  decided  on  defending  Quc- 
icc,  ill  a  m.'iimer  which  showed  the  lingering  hopes  of  I)e  Monte. ilm, 
Iiat  powerful  succours  would  still  arrive  from  France,  enabling  him 
0  provide  against  attacks  on  other  parts  of  the  Colony.  'I'hu  fbrcci 
nd  their  commanders  are  described  as  follows: — 
"lie  Quebec  Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  l)e  St. 

Ours,  on  the  right, 3500  nacn. 

'he  Brigade  of  Three-Rivers,  commanded  by  iV/ow- 

sicnr  De  Bonne,  on  the  right, 900  men. 

he  centre,  to  be  composed  of  regular  troops,  com- 
manded by  De    Stnipznrgnes, .  2000  men. 

he  Montreal  Militia,  on  the  left,  commanded  by  J\Jr. 

Prudhomme, -,  1 100  men. 

he  Brigade  of  the  Island  of  Montreal,   commanded 
by  Mr.  Herbiti, 


Total, 


<-  2300  men. 


9,H0O  men. 
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fn  all  ^''00  ni'^n,  roimNan.-Icil  by    ^Fl■.  Unhhcherl. 

'\\w  artiilrry,  :\\ot-v<  and    provisidu^i.  inulcr   llic 
Ml  >c!i)\  wi'rr,    «it!i    llu>   r(-si  rve,    to    he   stafiniud 
I'iiTunisfanrrs  mijilil  ri'unirc  ;  biit    llir  <l(.--|)(isal)l(>    (nrccs   w cit'    h»  L; 
ranged   in  tlir   ni<l(T  ol' liattic  holnrr  nuMitiDiu-d,    (Vnni    llio   river  St: 
('har!rs  to  flu'  V'alls  o\  Monlmin-i'iu'i.    willi  tlic    virvv  oToiipcsing  llii 
landing  (il'llu'  l^ritisli  lorccs  :  while  (lu-  garrison    of  (incl)i c,  «as   lu, 
consist  cliii'lly  ol' the  City  Militia,  under  tlii"  command  iifllu' ("lii-Viilii;! 
])('  Hainsay. 

To  this  small  force  ami  a  (cw  vessels  of  war,  inehi(llng  fire  sliip\ 
the  det'cnee  ol' Canada  mav  he  said  to  have  i)een  ahaiu'unied.  hy  Ao  \ 
the  FIftroilli  of  I'raiirr  ;  for  the  event  proved,  that  a  signal  defc  a(  n] 
this  force  would  ensure  the  ultimate  Con([uest  oftiiaf  extensive  Conn- 
Iry.  and   the  extinction  of  IVeuch  dominion  in  North  America. 

The  bravery  of  those  forces,  and    the  skill    of  their  CoiumandcK, 
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were   first     evinced     by    the    failure   of    General     Wolfe    in 
attack    on    the    intreu' hments    at,    Moutiuorenci  ;    and    it   •''jipf'ii'^^vrd  ii 
from    the    official    despatches    of   that    great  warriiu-,  that   he   luui^.j^fmn 
great    doubts    of    succeeding   in     the     priniarv     object   <>f'  '"O'luf  in^' ^d  Jtai 
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Quebec,  during  the  year  1  T.'jJ).  This  object,  indeed,  was  chiefly  tibtainul »: 

by  one  of  the  chances  of  war,   which   arc   tempted   by  enterprisir,'; 

('omnianders,  under  a  great  responsibility'  to  their  Sovereign,  and  r.cf 

ver  contemplated  m  the  official  plan  of  a  (\uupaign.     IMeantime  tlio 

fire  of  the  ships  of  war  uj)on  the   Fort  had  done  little  damage  to  tlio 

Citadel,  though  the  Lower  Town  of  (Quebec  had  been  nearly  destroy- 

»d  ;  and  the  hopes  of  success   were  at  last   solely  founded  upon  fhoi| 

practicability  of  gaining  a  position  on  the  helglits  of  Abralnuu,  beliiiul 

the  City  ;  where  the  utmost  vigilance  was.  exercised  by  De  Montcalm, 

to  prevent  an  attack  on  what  he  considered  the  weakest  point  "l"  tlie  iM^(„ry  • 

fortification.     At  this  juncture,  the         "  '      '        '        ''  '^         i' 


genius  and  enterprise  of  Geiunir,  ■jj,jj|^^. 


Wolfe  were  displayed  ;  and  his  proposal,  having  been  approved  by  njjiicf  m 
Council  of  War,  comjiopcd  of  the  principal  military  and  naval   t'oni-jjJortaliv 


...  .  ally 

inandc^rs,  was  executed  on  the  morning  of  the  memorable  12//*   '^'f/'-mincd  in 
ionhcr,  17.")9,  the  movement  being  favoured  by  such  a  combuiationl^ 'j'|,g 
of  secrecy,  silence  and  address,  in  the  officers  and  troops,  ashas  ncviTfj|,^„^^,y^^ 
been  exceeded.     The  utmost   vigilance  of  the   French   Conimanflii 
having  been  unavailing  to  guard  this  important  pass,  he  seems  toha\Ci' 
lost  all  forbearance  ;    and,   finding  that  his  antagonist  had  gained  so 
nmeh  by  hazarding  all,  he  desiierately  resolved  to  follow  his  examjilo, 
and  meet  him  in  battle  array,  on  the  plains  of  Abraham.     This  in!- 
conduct  has  ucver  been  satijfactorily  accounted  for :  and  it 
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to  l>c  tl;is-ni  ;ii:ioii!.',  tlio^c  ;iii()Ui:ilics  in  \\;ir,  wliidi  ('xl)ihit  llic  p.ir-  '~~- 
iiitcr;  -li'ti  li»  |)ii>l<>n;:  \\w  s(rii'r}.nc,  liiirr)  iii!^'  on  tin-  crihis  tli'siifd  liv 
,,  o|i[t():np(.      I  lii;  li.dllf  di' ph'.ycd  as  luiu'li   (.•(loliu'.ss  and  t'oiiru;;r, 
llu   |):iil  ol'llic    l'ji;ji-ili,  iis  il   did  licat    and    prt'cipilalioii,   on    llic 
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uiliniit  li'ld  iiicillciy,  and  williont   even   vvaitiiij.;   tlie   retnrn   of  tlic 
,;it;('   fiucc,  (Iclaelnd  as  a  (orps  of  observation,   inidei'  I)i:  lionvjun- 
the  furnii  r,  wlio  knew  lliat  iTtreat  from  their  peenhar  posilioii 
»i)ulil  be  as  (laii;.;erous  as  a,  temporary  eonl'iet,   waited  the    onset    of 
)i'  Moiilealni,  nsing   i  very  preea'itioii  to   cover  their  flanks  and  pre- 
,( )ve  (Iieir  cnninmniealion  s\ith   tlie  shore.     'Jliis  battle,  indei'd,   was 
lore  remarkable  {'or  displays  of  conraj^e,   than  for  any   scienlilie  ma- 
ji.iivres,  'ind  was  chiefly  (Kcided  byflie  nseofthe  bayonetand  broad- 
nuii'.l,  by  liie  Ib'itish,  the    atiile  Ilif^hlandi'rs  serving',   in  a  gri:at  mea- 
jiin\  lo  siipjily  (be  want  ol'cavalry  ;  while  the  steadiness  of  riie  I'Wig- 
isli   fusi!e<'rs    rendered    the    want    of    artillery     less     felt     than     it 
;,s    hy     the    I'Vemh,    whose     ranks    once     broken,     <  > aid     I'cver 
K   r(  formed,  on  (be  field,     (rener.d    Wolfe,  after  the  first  disposition 
it  dii  (r(>oj)s.  appears  to  have  bent  his  whole   atlentimi  to  eneourajfc 
iL'  steady  advance  of  his  rij;ht  division,  exposin!.;  himself  in   the  front 
(lie  line,  in    a  manner  UM)re  heroic  than  judicious,   considerin;j;  his 
litf  command.     'I'lins  court inp;  danger,  he  was  repeatedly  wonnded, 
jiul  at  last  mortally,  at  the  decisive  moment,   when  the  I'rench  j.',avc 
nvimdwere    pursued,    uith   great  slangbter,    by  the   IliL^hlandeis, 
crd  in  hand.     His  last  words  prove  that  he  expected  a  more  stout 
>istance  on  the  i)art  of  the  French.     I'aint   witli   the   loss   of  blood, 
(I  leaning;   on  the   sliouldcr  of  an  oflieer,  he  was  routed  by  the  cry, 
ihoj  run  f  thci/  run  /" — '■"  ivlio  runs?"  exclaimed  the  dying  warrior  ; 
//,'('  Froic/i,"  said  his  altendaiU.     "  ll'/ial  !  da  titc  coxiatds  run   al- 
uuli/  ?  then  I  die  tuippy."    Thus  died  CJknkhal  Wolff,  in  the  arms 
victory,  at  the  very  time  when  his  Despatches  to   London  ariived, 
d  had  prepared  the  (lovernment  and  the  British  nation   for  the  fai- 


»een  nearly  destroy-;  l|ic  of  his  (jntt'rprise.     The  reaction  produced  in  the  pid)lic  mind,  by 


founded  upon  tho 
f  Abraham,  l)eliiinl 

by  De  Montcalm, 
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ko  account  of  his  victory   and  death,  exceeded  all   precedent,    and 
DC  manifestations  of  national  gratitude  to  his  memory  have  (ended  to 
lihance  the   importance  of  the  C'onquest  of"  Canada    in   the  page  of 
,v^....^  ..  ,  iJ'^^*"'y  ;    vvliere  it  is  always  associated  with  tlie  heroic  character  and 

itcrprlse  of  Genival;  Jgiiii-j.  gi„ry  of."  \Volfi%     The  fate   of  the   I'Vench   Commander  in 
)ecn  approved  hy  a  j|jiii;f  jrivfs  additional  interest   to  this  decisive  battle  :    he  also   wa» 


y  and  uaval  coni'|j|ortally  wounded  ;  and  both  tiie  contjucrors  u'ld  the  coiuiuertd, 
.morable  12//»  '^''/'Iwincd  in  bewailing  their  death  as  national  losses. 
uch  a  combinatiiinr^'flie  precipitation  of  De  Mnrilcnlm  prevented  the  junction  of  De 
troops,  ashasncYrr|«(,„ov;,/„;,///^'5  corps,  which  only  approached  the  field  when  the  victo- 
M'cnch  Conimanchi;*  li;,(i  ^,^,^,,^  obtained  ;  he  retreated  with  the  remains  of  (he  army  of 
ss,  lie  seems  toha\o  A,  Montcalm,  leaving  Quebec  to  its  fate.  Tlic  garrison  dispirited  by 
■onist  had  gained  so  A.  ^[^.^^^l^  ofDc  Montcalm  and  the  rclrcut  of  the  army  to  thf  interior, 
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■'^' ^    suixendi'iTd,  without  a   struggle,  by   Capitulation,  dated    liJtli  Sr. 
ti'iiiber,  IT.'jy.* 

Quebec  liaving  Cajjitulated,  ibc  entire  Conquest  of  Canada  beer 
coniparitivt'Iy  easy  to  the  co-operating  armies  ;  and  we  ehietty  fiiic 
in  tbe  following  campaign,  some  (h"awn  battles  and  indecisive  actim 
between  'he  I'reneh  and  Knglish.f   The  only  military  event  of  iiii|)i; 
tanee  as  respects  the  Contjuest  of  Canada,  besides  the   surrendir 
(Quebec,  in  the  year   1759,   was  the  reduction   of  Fort  Niagarii, ! 
*SVV  William  Juhnsnu,  and  the  fortification  of  Crown  Point,  and  Ticiii 
deroga,  by  General  Amherst.     Passing  over  a  variety  of  accidents,  ii. 
peding  tiie  execution  of  the  plan  of  the  campaign  of  17.'59,  we  .sli, 
merely  state  that  the  conteni|)lated  junction  of  the  diflerent  divisiii 
of  the    invading     forces    look    place  on    the    Island    of  Morikt 
in    Septend)er  17G0.      This   event,    combined  with   the  miscondi; 
of  the   Intendant    IJigot,   produced  the    Capitulation    of  Montits, 
dated  the  8th    of  September,   1760,  and  the  complete  subjection 
Canada  to  Ctrcat  Britain. 

'J'he  nefarious  conduct  of  Bigot  and  his  Dependants  had  prcvioti 

1760.  ^y  alienated  the  affections  of  the  Colonists;  but,  when  at  length  tl 
C^ourt  of  France,  aware  of  the  enormous  waste  and  peculation  whi( 
bad  been  practised,  refused  payment  of  his  Bills  of  F^xchange,  ii 
thus  deprived  him  of  the  usual  means  of  redeeming  the  paper  cum 
cy  of  the  Colony,  universal  distrust  and  alarm  took  place. 

TiiF.  Card  Money,  or  Paper  Currency  of  Canada,  was   found 
upon  the  reponsibility  of  the  King  of  FVance,  for  the  general  expt 
Rs  of  the  Civil  and    Military  establishments  of  the    Colony  ;  and 
liad  been  so  faithfully  redeemed,  at   the   stipulated    periods,    duiiW''^'^'"*"" 
thirty  years,  that  it  enjoyed  unlimited  credit.     The   portion  anniiaB"''"f  "i 
tendered  ibr  Bills  of  Exchange,  was  but  a  small  part  of  the  circulatio 
being  only  what  was  retjuired  to  purchase  merchandise  in  France, 
the  Comj)any  and  for  the   i)rivate  Traders.     This  credit   enabled 
Intendant,  for  a  long  time,  to  conceal  his  waste  and  peculations ; 
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•  Note.   The  Population  of  Quebec,  in  the  year  1759,  was  GTOO  souU. 

„«,» ,v^,.~w,^.~^,,-~     Three  llivers,  ,«.,,...w.^-«..,~-„--,  1500     " 

^ . — , Montreal, 4000     " 

The  >vhole  of  the  Militia  amounted  to  about  Twenty   Thousand  men,  fromj 
age  of  1(5  to  GO  years. 

f  The  priiici|Kil    action    in   the  vicinity   of  Quebec   after   its  surrender, 
that  of  the  28tli  April,  1700  ;  when  General  Murrai/,  who  iiiid  been  left  with  « 
rison  of  five  tiiousund  men,  rashly  decided  on  quitting  his  fortificaiions,  and  risJ 
a  battle  with  the  Chevalier  Dc  Levi,  who,  by  iinprecedeuted  exertions,  had  collicl 
an  army  of  regulars  and  militia,  amounting  to  twelve  thousand  men.     The  nunl 
of  the  British  engaged  in  this  aflair  were  three  thousand  :   they  fought  bravtly.cl 
ing  about  two  hours ;  but,  overpowered  by    numbers,  they  were  at  lengiii  lorf 
to  retire  to  Quebec,  with  a  loss  of  a  thousand  n  en  and  that  of  all  their  Held  artili 
Followir)g  up  his  success,  De  Levi  immediately  besieged  Quebec  ;  but  his  baiii^ 
bad  made  but  little  impression  before  the  arrival  of  a  small  squadron,  under  (| 
mndore  Swaulon,   with  a  reinforcement  of  troops   from  England,   was  ailuoUii 
causing  the  precipitate  retreat  ol'th«  Tiench  towards  Montreal. 
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I, Will 


v!i(Mi  lht'\'  hid  extiMicKd  hf^yond  :\\\  \)ri>cri\c,\\  ii;  tin.-  .dmuv.  incident    /^'^— > 
il,»  ;il»-<t»liil('  (iovcrninents,  the  Court  of  IVan'-c,  with  cliaracteri  <tic  \v-    A..  1). 
jvifv.  suddenly    (hshonoiired  the  Mills  of  K\cli:int^c,  which    liigof  had 
hiiwii  on  the    Trea-^ury,    ainonnfiMg  to  twelve    millions  of  Livri>s,  or 
jlv  hiDutrrd  lhtm\(iii.(J  l*tinn(ls  slrrtiiiu^.     Tlins,  vvliiU;  I  Ik-  Mrifish  wcr(^ 
tiK  fcsslidly    attacking    the    Territory,   the    King  of  I'rancc,   by  one 
iJDW,  destroyed  its  financial  renources,  and  liicilitated  the  ruin  ol"  his 
limpire  in  Anu.rica.* 

No  Colony  had  over   such  rational   causes    for    satisfaction,  at  the 

tiiaiiL'c  of  dominion,  than  Canada ;  and    previous    history   allnrds  no 

;xample  ()t  such  forbearance  and  generosity,  on  the  part  of  ih(>  con- 

iiicrors,  towards  the  confiuered.     Our  limits    forbid  our  (K-tailing  the 

iicrilices  made  by  the  lhiti>h  Conntianders  and  Troops,  to  repair  the 

^wses,  and  relieve  tlu;  necessities  of  tlu;  ('olonists  ;  but    we  can  safi-- 

|v  assure  om*  readers    that  this  conduct  formed  a  new  era  in  civilised 

arliire,  and    that  an  admiring  world    admitted    the    claim  of  fJreat 

jiitain  to  the  glory  of  cotKjuering  a  people,    less  fi-om    views  of  anj- 

iilion  and  the  security  of  her  other  Colonies,  than  from    the  hop{>  of 

M]ii()ving  their  situation,  and   endowing  them  with  the    [)rivileges  of 

ri'cinen. 

llie  ('apitulation  granted  by  (leneral  Amherst,  bring   particularly 

lined  to  in  the  body  of  this  work,  may  be  hi're  slightly  alluded  to, 

according  every  security  to  life  and  property,  religious  and  civil  li- 

,  which  coidd  reasonably  be  re(|uestcd,  and  by  remarking   that  its 

jxecution,  on  his    part,  was  so  taithfid  and  energetic,  that  the  s;ubse- 

liiciit  negotiations  with  France,    I'or  the  linal    cession  of  Canada,  by 

10  Treaty  of  Paris,  alfords   not  a  single  in?tance  ol'  complaints  ad- 

rcssod   by  the    French    Canadiatis    to  the    King  of  IVance,  except 

airist  the  misconduct  and  bail  iaith  of  his  Financial  Oilicers  in  the 

Colany. 

Alter  the  Conquest    and  Cession;  the  first    important   measure,  on 
jjic  part  of  the  new  Sovereign,  was  the    Proclamation,  dated  the  7th    17'j  5. 

()ci  )her,  17(53;  which  cleavly  states  the  benevolent  and  political 
itciitions  of  the  Contjueror,  with  res{)ect  to  his  new  and  old  Sub- 
fts,  which  intentions  were  unfortunately  interfered  with,  by  the  sub- 
5<|iient  measures  adopted  by  the  British  Ministry  to  coerce  tin-  old 
olonies,  now  the  United  States  of  North  America. 
Tlie  [)opulation  of  Canada,    at  the  Con(juest,    was  ah'out  sixty-five 

I*  Tlic  Paper  Currency,  unredeemed  at  tlio  Conq'ipst,  exceeded  Vn\.\\\.  IVrir.noNS 
[fminc!  ;  and  tiie  only  compensation  obtainfd  for  the  lioldir.;,  by  the  mterferencc 
J  till'  lintisli  C-i)vornnu:nt,  was  at)Oiit  four  jx-r  cent  ujion  ihe  orii^iual  vahio  ilii.'. 
[flin^  ilividcnd,  liowever,  was  cinefly  tirncdcial  to  Spiculatoii.,  vvJio  piirtiiased  the 
lid  Money  froi::  liie  great  majority  of  the  (.'olonisis,  at  n?i  i.vcragc  of  one  per 
nt.  It  was  a  slif^lit  eonsolaii  Ml  tu  the  Fnnch  C';inadians,  to  learn  that  ///;;o^  and 
p'l-al  of  iijc;  Cieatiires,    who  !..ul  Iveen  tlu;  nuans  of  deprivinj^    tliem  of  tlie  fruits 

miiiy  years  of  industry    and  economy,    had  been    severely  punished    in  I'Vance. 

tlii     su!)ject,   we  must  refer  crj(|i.iirin[j  readc'r;^   ij   ilio    Ketord;  of  liic  Fft-iuh 

il.'UMlds, 
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f-xA-n  tliousaiul  souls,  cliitdy    t'luploycd  in  nf,'iifiil»iirc,  inliiiMtlnfj  a  nairo*! 
A.U.  strif)  ol"  tenitoi'v,  ott  tlie  bunks  of  llic  St.  Liiwicncis    anil  its  (lil)iita. 
ry  strcap's.     An  incrt-iiso  of  population,   anil  an  extension  of  JSt>ttlcJ 
mcnts,  were  tlius  rcntiored  expedient,    by  views  of  national    inteii> 
and  by  tlie  facilities  atlorded    by  a  state  of  jjcace,  to  reward    the  I; 
bonis  of  the  eon([uerinp;  army,  by  grants  of  the  Waste   Lands  of  il 
innnense  aetjiiisitions  of  territory,  whieli    its  bravery  hud  procureti  i 
the  British  Knipire. 

The  IVoelaniation  contained  a  general  invitation  to  Pnitish  Setlltr.] 
to   resort  to  dannda,    pre-^iis'itg    the  enjoyment  of  th'^  I  aws  of  T" 
gland,  with  the       :;re  1        -fit  '-f  a  Hoi  se  of  /  ssenibi;-,  or  Represii;.! 
taiive  G  >vcrnnio.,i-      i  n  ;  I'.otlamation    faithcr    contained  a  pronii;J 
of  Grants  of  I  anc  to  tli*.  Officers  and  Privates  of  the  disbanded  lltf 
ginients  which  liad  .     ■  ed  c'"t'i)g  the  war;  all  those  encouragenioiiiJ 
not  less  benevolent  than   wiv. ,  ,  vodueed,   in  a  few   years,  a  great  reJ 
sort  of  Dritish    ISettlers,    both  commercial   and    agricultnral.     VViiij 
those  Settlers,  were   introduced  the    ideas  of  British    privileges,  pro 
roofed  by    the   establishment  of  a  Press   at  Quebec;  where,   for  tliJ 
(irst  time   in  Canada,  a  Newspaper,   called   the  Quebec  Gazetie 
was  published  in  the  year  ITG-t. 

'Ihis  same  year,  Coiurs  of  ('riminnl  and  Civil  Jurisdiction  were  eJ 
tablished  by  the  Provisional  (jovertmient,  instructed  to  administd 
justice  in  tl.e  Colony,  agreeably  to  the  laws  and  practice  of  the  Eil 
glish  Courts.  This  regulation  was  promulgated  by  Governor  MurraJ 
in  the  form  of  an  Ordinance  of  the  Governor  in  Council,  dated  ta 
ITth  of  September  :  it  contained  an  equitable  proviso,  that  the  Frenci 
laws  and  customs  should  be  allowed  and  admitted  in  all  causes  il 
the  Courts  of  Civil  Jurisdiction,  between  the  natives  of  Canada, 
the  controversies  originating  before  tlu.  1st  of  October,  ITG't. 

Thus  were  the  Laws  of  England  introduced  in  perfect  accordancj 
with  the  spirit  of  the  Capitulation,  and  with  the  promise  containr! 
in  the  Proclamation  already  referred  to,  and  agreeably  also  to  tii 
published  instructions  of  the  British  Ciovernment  to  General  Mui 
ray,  who  had  been  appointed  Governor  by  Commission,  dated  tij 
21st  of  November,  1763. 

In  the  month  of  November,  1764-,   the  Governor  and  Council,  i 
fiuenced  by  the  remonstrances  of  the   Leaders  of  the  new  Subjecil 
passed  an  Ordinance,  enacting  that,   in  actions  relative  to  the  temJ 
of  lands  and   rights  of  inheritance,  the    French    laws  and   usages 
Canada,  should   be  observed  as  the  rule  of  decision  ;  and  a  Court! 
Equity  was  also  established  by  another  Ordinance,  in  which  the  6j 
ernor  was  to  precide  as  Chancellor,  with  two   Masters,  two  Exanii 
ers,  and  one  Register,  which  Court  continued  to  exist   till   the  gre^ 
change  in  the  year  1774,  when  it  merged   into  the  Courts  erected] 
virtue  of  the  Act  14-,  Geo.  IIL,  Cap.  83. 

It  was  not  to   be  supposed   that  the   introduction   of  the  Engliil 
Laws  should  have  given  satisfaction  to  the  Leaders  of  the  new  .Su| 
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,  :ts,  however   beneficial  it  might   eventually   be  to  the  mass  of  the  r*-''^^ 
1,1  ti  ihitiori ;  this  measure  was  a  njatter  of  >:f:ite  policy,  caUuilated  to   A.  D. 
jiitir.ict  I'nu'^raiits  IVdmi  (Jreat  Hritain,  and   from  the  adjoininjf  liritisli 
(.'olonies  in  North  America,  u"/'/t  t/ie  vinv  o/'  A)i.;li/)/i>i(i;  the  Cauittrj/, 
\aiid  ynnkiiig  /    Hritisk   in  fucK  ns  we//  ns  in   name.     As  a  temporary 
Lxpcdient,  ti     Ordinances  and  Acts  of  the  (iovcrnmfMit  continued  to 
jbc  published  n  I'l'cnch,  as  well  as  in  ICnglish  ;  but  't  appears  to  have 
jbeeii  fully  in*  nih.d  to  pri  ,»are  liie  risinj^  generat'  ).i  of  IVeneh  Cana- 
[iliaiis,  by  an    I'iUgli  *•    education,  to  understand    the    laws   and  com- 
Liaiids  of  tl'.^  Sovereign,  in  his  n.itive    language,  and  thus,  agreeably 
|il  .  ilie  .no:;l  approved  polii  •  o*"   .ll   concjuerors,  ancient    and  modern, 
|to  anuilgamate  the  i-rench  with  the    English  Subjects.     This  course, 
jhowevcr,  was  followed  in  a  conci'iatory  maimer:  the  Crown  Lawyers 
[were  employed  to  devise  a  plan  of  a  Code  of  Laws  for  Canada,  suit- 
fil  to  its  present  circumstances,  and  with  a  view    to  its  ultimate  des- 
Itiiiy,  as  an  extensive    British  Colf)ny  ;  and,  among   the  elaborate  rc- 
)orts  on  this  important  proposal,  that  of  Hir  Janics   Marriott,  is  par- 
ticularly worthy  of  being   referred  to.     To  assist    the  OiHcers  of  the 
Crvown  in  conciliating  the  English  Laws  with  those  which  hud  previ- 
)usly  prevailed,  a  compilation  of  the  laws    existing   before  the  Con- 
luest,  was  inimed  so  skilfully  by  Monsieur  Cugnet,  as  to  present  the 
r,ipearance  of  a  connected  Code  ;  and    it  is   worthy  of  remark   that 
this  compi'uion  was  eventually  employed  to  mislead  the  British  Par- 
liament in  the  year  1771',  and  to  give  that  body  an  idea  that  Canada 
►njoyed  a  Constitution  and  a  connected  frame  of  municipal  laws  be- 
fore the  Concjuest. 

Theplan  of  Sir  James  Marriot,  if  accidental  causes  had  not  unfo''tu- 
lately  intervened,  would  certainly  have  gone  into  eifect ;  and,  with  the 
sxceptionof  the  application  of  a  part  of  the  French  Laws  to  the  tenure 
ind  inheritance  of  Lands  granted  by  the  King  of  France,  English  Civil, 
Commercial  and  Criminal  Law,  administered  according   to  English 
)ractice,  would  have  been  definitively  established  in  Canada.     This 
wiirse,  however,  was  regarded  with  great  jealousy  by  the  Leaders  of 
[lie  French  Canadians,  who  foresaw  that  it  would  diminish  their  pre- 
tensions ;  and  they  took  every  opportunity  of  insinuating  to  Governor 
^lurray,  and  to  his  successor  Governor  Carieton,  afterwards  Lord  Dor- 
chester, that  the  contemplated  changes,  however  beneficial  in  a  Com- 
[niercial  point  of  view,  would  prevent  the  attachment  of  the  old  Sub- 
jects to  His  Majesty's  Government,  and  gradually  revive  their  parti- 
iities  to  that  of  France.  Thus,  unfortunately,  they  produced  hesitation 
ind  delay  in  His  Majesty's  Ministry,  and  prepared  the  mind  oi  Governor 
^Mrleton,  to  propose,  at  a  future  crisis,  the  restoration  of  those  French 
^aws,  which  have  for  more  than  half  a  century  discouraged  the  Set- 
tlement of  Subjects  of  British  descent  in  Canada.     The  crisis  was  now   1765- 
[approaching  when  this  measure  could  be  represented  as  a  necessity  of 
state.    The  unfortunate  attempt,  to  raise  a  revenue  for  general  pur- 
5oses,  by  imposing  the  Stamp  Tax  on  the  old  Colonies,  was  made  ia 
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-^-n  llu-  V('ai'I7(i.'K»Mfli(!ii|  iliiciMft  nlioii  (o  I  lie  ((  iii|((r  iind  -In  ii^lli  (.I'iIk,  , 
V-  I^.  cxtciisivi'  Sclll)  Dunls  ,  llir  iiiliiiltilants  ul  v\liii  li  ilnii-  iiiillion.-  in  luim 
Ii(i|><)ss(s,>(  lithe  ii\{>M  fx.iliid  i(l(  ;is  ol'  liiiii:.|i  privili'm  >.  and  alsii  iIkiv, 
physical  and  tnoral  hahils  uhiih  (h's<laint'd  suhjcction  Id  all  I  lu^  wlinh 
•  hey  had  n(»  hhairni  liainiiif;,  nr  whit  h  (hi  y  had  not  sptinlancously  addp- 
U'd,  hnni  a  sriisf  nrduir  iilility,  '11  cy  had  snhmiltril  to  ihr  piivM-r  (iIiIh 
Hriti.sh  I'ailianii'nl,  mi  (,ii  jis  ii'j^aidid  the  rit,'nlalii>n  uT  tiailr,  and  llu 
nionojioly  I'xislin};  inidrr  thi;  naviaaiinn  laws:  ihry  know  ihr  ailviin 
ti\v;vs  di'iivfd  to  (hcin  lioin  (hr  iMaikits  of  (inat  Ihitain,  and  win 
wdlini':  to  |>ri'si'rvi'  llirni  hy  sidiniitlni^f  to  varions  ristiiitions,  saiu. 
tionrd  [)y  tini(>.  I'ut  tlit'  iW'i-tcn.'.ioM  ol'thc  ISiitish  i'aihanunt  ioiaiM 
a  ii'vcnni'  lor  ^cni'ial  innposcs,  iNcitid  a  jealousy,  whiih  \»as  lintliii 
tmnvasod  l)y  the  \nilin^s  of  spi-rnlalivc  politicians,  wlio  assi'rl(;tl  ili;ii, 
accordinj^  lo  tin-  [irincipics  orilu  l^iitish  C'onjjiiliition,  thiTc  could  In 
no  taxation  without  nprcsrntation. 

Though,  on  the  piinoiplc  of  ixpcdii  ncy.  tln'  ohnoxious  Stamp  '\\\\ 
wv$  rc])cak'il,  this  repeal  was  rollowed  hy  an  Act  diflarin^  the  le,",i.v 
lalixe  power  oltlie  Hritish  I'ai  lianumt, /t* /-/'/.////r  Cn/onirs  in  all  cusis 
u/i(.'f.\<)frfy  ;  and,  in  the  nieanlinie,  i  Nportatinn  duties  were  imposed  in 
(ireat  nrilain  upon  articles  shippi  d  lo  (he  C'ldonies,  vJiich  the  latin 
construed  as  me.dy  a  piactical  modilicatiL)!)  without  an  ahiin- 
tlonment  of  llic  ohnoxiou.,  piineij/le.  'l'lio>e  measuri-s  of  the  Hrili  h 
I'arli.imenl  are,  howevi>r,  le:s  censurahle  in  thcahslracl,  than  (heyiin 
on  the  princi|)al  oi'i-xpiihency  :  all  laws,  ami  more  particularly  those 
ol'  revenue,  are  to  he  iiamed  with  due  rcjrard  lo  the  power  oi'execu(iii;^ 
them  ,  and.  in  (he  present  case,  lornu'dahle  ohstai  K-s  ("xisted.  Tin 
old  Colo'iiep,  eoniHcted  to;;elIier  hy  similarity  of  ori;.;in,  and  hy  tlii' 
physical  hond  of  a  lonj;  line  oi'  coast,  ("aciliialiiij!:  commercial  inter- 
course ;  having  also  ascertained  their  military  and  naval  strtMijfth.  ii. 
co-o|)iM'a(iri{.r  in  the  Cou'juest  ofCanada  ;  possessini:^  likewise  local  I.i- 
f^islafures.  [irctciuling  to  |Miwers  analogous  lo  those  of  the  Ihili.-li 
I'arliament,  were  not  likely  to  suhmit  to  any  new  exercise  ul  preili- 
minancy,  which  accordin!i;ly  produced  determinid  resistance,   ilirsl  ih 
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rnK  Nfw  Engf-And  Coi.uniics,  and  afterwards  in  thi'  otlieis,  wlm  lirciah 
sympathised  r.nd  made  connnon  cause  with  tl'.em.  'J'his  icsistaiiii'  iidvaiic 
proceeded  hy  dv'pjrees,  calculated  to  admonish  a  piudent   a(hninislia-  Jnulerl 
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tion  :  riots  and  nocturnal  depredations,  remonstrances,  by  the  Loiat^ii  Nov; 
T>egislaturcs  ;  Associations  to  pre\  ent  the  importation  anil  consuiii|i' 
tion  t)i'15ritish  !\Iamdactures,  j^railually   tool:  place,  previously  Jo  lli.ii 
open  deliniice,  wl'ich  dislin.uuislied  Le"xiiii;ton  and  IJunker's  Hill. 

'I'he  British  rarliameiit,  >neantime,  induenced  not  less  by  the  n.i 
tural  love  of  power,  than  by  the  arj^uaientp  oi'the  iNJinislry,  proeeul 
ed  to  coercive  measures.  The  destruction  (.1  the  cari^oes  ul  d.i 
shij)ped  hy  (he  East  India  Company,  wiiich  had  paid  the  expoit  di.t}. 
produceil  the  Act  shuitin;^  the  Port  of  Ijo.-.ton  ;  and  a  variety  i-i 
Uicasurcs  were  devised  to  divide  and  weaken  the  Coloniis,  previnusli 
to  any  di;play  oi  niilitar\  coercion,  on  the  part  ol  ihc  Imperial  or- 
vernmcn'.. 
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il  '  Ik  ti^llt  ol'llii  t 
r  iiiillieii!-  ill  iiiiiM 
u^i  s.  iiiul  ;ilsn  lliovi 
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riu   mi'lliiiuy  (d'  lliiiM   I'rcliiuiiiiiry  im-asiins.    |»iO|i.iri'(l  llu-  \fi:ii>-   r'^-n 


in  1(11  :'tiiiii'lliiiif!;  iiMtrc  (IccJMvc  ;  ami,  (•()iil('Hi|tlaliii<;  a  (ltiii(iii>(ra- 
li,,ii  (tl  litict.' nil  iIk:  »i<li.' (iI  t'aiiaila,  ni^aiiist  tin- old  (luinnii-s,  ilu-y 
llnl  llnvfr/iDf  Cui/clo/i,  as  Io  llu-  means  of  oxritiii^  lilt  /i-aloiis 
»|ii'iaiion    of  ilif    hradtT't    ol"  ilir    IVnu  ii    C'anadiaiis ;  whin   In- 
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is^^iMli'd  llic  rcxloiatioii  ol  Irciuli  l<a"s,  and,  as  far  as  possihit ,  lliir 
j;i,coidaiiv'i;  (il   llic  oii;;inal  demands  in  llie  Capiliilaliim  ol    Montical, 
111  tlif  ('oii(|iiesi.     Tliiis  orii;inafed  llif  ccli'luaUil  (^dkukc   Acr,  I  !•, 
dn;.  ///•,  ('"/>-  '^'5,  <K;uTiI;e(|  in  llie    hiidy  ol   litis    work,    which  w»w 


Uritaiku  and  um 
re>.trii'tion!«,   saiu-    :i(Mltiil.ileil  to  restore    Cmid.ilo  a  situation    cntiiily    jlidercnt    (ioin 

Itliiil  al"  t'le  other  Hrilish  (!i.|onit'.i,    distin^'iiishiiij,'  il  by  I'Veiieh    laws,    I 

iiljMJim.  niainuas,  and  lan|,'naj.;e.  The  results  ol'  (his  measure  tin? 
U'scrilx'd  in  the  i'ojlowin^  chapters;  and  it  is  shown  that,  instead  of 
lirwaidinn  the  views  of  the  iMiuistry,  if  iiieiely  added  reli^';i()iis  tt)  po- 
jjilic.il  motives,  I'or  llie  resistance  ol'  llii'  oKl  (Joloiiies,  wliidi  ini';;ht, 
liiiwi'vei',  have  heen  leiidi'red  ini'lleelual,  l»y  a  prompt  appliiatioii  ol" 
Ian  .iilei|iiale  milit  ny  i'orec. 

Diiriii;;  the  siieoei'tlini;  loni;  and   expensive  war,  which,    hy  the  in- 

i;iiat((l    intcrl'ereiK'c  ol'  I'lante,    ended   in  the    iiide|)eiidente  of  the 

Lid  (Colonies,  no  ade(|uati'  l)enilil  rtsiilled    Ironi  the    sat  riliees  ol'  tlw.; 

ii't'ivsfs  ol'  Hritisli  Oolonisation,   macli-  to  llie  Leaders  ol'  ihe  l''rench 

iiiadian.i.     The  Country  was  invaded,  and  overrun    hy  the  rebels,* 

ml  more    particularly    when  Quebec    was  besieircd    by    Arnold  anil 

Iitiitj;omery,  if,  was  (le(eiided  chielly  by  the  rej^nlar    troojis  and  Ihi 


I'aihanu'iil  ioialvi 
,  which  \>as  laiiliu 
,  whoiisserled  tli;il, 
ion,  tlitif  could  In 

loxious  Stamp  T.i\ 
ilcclariiiK  lh«'  ^'!;i^- 
Volovics  ill  (ill  ('I""' 
ies  were  imposed  iii 
.■s,  vvhich  the  laliri 
uithonl  iU»  ah;iii- 
isurcs  ol  the  lirilili 
siract,  than  iheyiin: 
e  particularly  those 

'  nouer  orcNt'CUtiii;;Bi-ili  Inhabitants.     The  attack    upon    llie    rebellions    Colonies  on  the 

;u  Ies  existed.     TliiRidc  of  ('anada,  was  unsiici-essful  ;  and  (Jreai  liritain,  at  (hi:  close  of 

ori'Mu,  ami  by  tlal|lu'  war,   remained    merely    in  military    posscssitjn  of  Canada,  which 

commercial  inlir-Blio  had    rendered  as  much    l'"rench,    as  it  was  at    (he    period  ol'  flu' 

'oiu|ucsl,  by  her  impolitic  restoration  ol'  I'Vcnch  Laws,    bel'ore  inen- 

ioiii'd.      I'lit  the  impolicy  of  the  (^lebec  Act,  be^an  (o  be  more  par- 

iciilarly  I'elt,  when  accidental  causes  forced  the  introduction,  at  once, 

I  a  \i\y</,c  body  of  Sel tiers  of  Hrilish  descent. 

Duriii}^  the  contes(  wilh  (he  old  Colonies,  )>iany  thousands  of  rcs- 
I'ctalile  Individuals  preserved  (heir  Alle};iance  to  the  British  Crown, 
This  rcsislaiia'Kulvaiicinjjj,  co-operatin<;,  and  retreatiiij^  with  the  Hrilish  I'rooph  ;  and 
indent  admiiiistiM-^iiitli'i"  the  name  of  Loyalists,  they  were  chielly  located  in  the  year  17H  1, 
uices,  bv  the  Loi.ilHii  Nova  Scotia,  New-lJrunswiek,  and  the  J'rovince  of  (Quebec,  to  tlio 
itiou  and  consuinpM  |)[)cr  part  of  which  latter  Province,  thesi-  Settlers  chielly  proceeded. 
,  previously  (o  lliiHK 

lUinkcr's   Hill.       p   *  Tt  lias  bwii  assorted  Ijy  tin- writer  i)f  llu' life  of  General    WiisluiiKlon,  (Iml  iIk 
'  >       bv  the  nara"'"^''"*'  ^''""*^'  "*   ''"'  '"'h""*'  "'  •'"'  iiiviisimi  of  Canada,  in  tlic  year  I77,>,  w,i>  llie 
l)()l     it.>»     y  'i  BLciiii  of  mitiuy,    rendering  the  rcvi)lutii)nnry    (Jenerdls    uii;il)!e  to  p.iy  (oi  the  .uh 

•  iNlimslry,  l"'<>*^'^''^^''J»iMi;iic  •  of  the  army,  in  bpneie.  We  liiid,  also,  l)y  the  De^palehes  of  (iriuiiii  liur- 
the  eari^iies  ut  •I'lKiv/n-,  thai  dwrmor  Cwti'lcm's  jxpeetation  of  ol)lainin^  the  eo-operalion  of  a  re:,- 
aid  the  export  lll<l}  Smi.ihle  force  of  Canadian  Militia,  in  the  invasion  of  iliv;  old  (Colonies,  was  etitire- 
n  •  and  a  variety  il  W  ''ii'i'iipeinted,  and  that  only  n  few  Companies  of  Vohintcers,  and  some  Imndrcils 
<''  1  .,;,.c  iM-i  vi  imK  r  hiiiiaiis  conid  he  induced  to  join  in  the  unfoilunati  .  ..nttlilion  l1  ihe  ytai  1777, 
,  '  .  ,  .'  *liul.  mUcu  in  the  iiunuliatiii;;  cojivthtioii  oi  b«ialo«,a. 
Uic   Imperial   <>  *^ 
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p»*— \  This  ltd  In  n  now  era  in  t'linndiiin  allairs;  for  tlir  (Jiirlirc  Act  dmI 
A.  I).  Iiaviiii;  cstiiMiitlicd  u  rcprcMCDtativi*  (iovminu'iif,  n^rfciiitly  to  tliJ 
pnunisc  1)1'  the  I'rocliiiniilioii  of  IT'iM,  (lie  new  Coldtiisls  iihciI  cvtiy 
liu'iiDH  to  obtain  this  i)ooii  :  Iumicc  oi  i^inatcd  tlii>  ccli'linitt d  I'l  titii,ii| 
ol'  rr^*^'!''.  >»  wliicli  iiiany  I'Vi'tuli  CaiiailiaiiK  juitiid,  Holicilin^  the  en- 
tiro  irpcal  of  tlic  (jii(>l)(*c  Act,  and  tlic  cslahlisliincnt  of  a  rcprcstn- 
tiitivc  Constitution,  with  kiicIi  a  inixtnrc  of  IVcmluind  l''.n)^lisli  Ijius, 
and  Kiu  li  a  distrihiition  of  elective  Kuilrai^e  Ixlwecn  the  old  and  tin; 
nc(v  Suhjeets.  ns  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Ihili.sh  I'arliatnent,  ini^lit  M 
dcenu'd  expedient. 

Owinij  to  a  variety  of  rniinrfl,  thin  Petition  wns  no^lectrd  till  lliel 
yeiir  171)0:  when,  unfortunately,  the  Ihitish  MiniNtry  dividid  ||i(l 
rrovii\ee  of  (juehec  into  two  Provinces,  tnider  the  names  of  1'|'|i(tI 
and  Lower  Canada,  giving  to  each  division,  a  I.ei^islatnre,  consistiii|r| 
of  n  llonsp  of  Assembly.  rei)reseniing  the  people,  and  a  F<e}';islali\c 
Council,  intended  to  exhibit  the  aristocratic  branch  of  the  lirithh 
Constitution. 

This  arrangement,  being  thp  unhjcct  of  criticism  in  the  body  of  iliiil 
work,  rccpiires  no  remark  in  this  introductory  Chapter.* 

•  Tills  Intrndiiction,  iike  titc  lio«ly  of  tlic  Work,  writlon  on  the  tipiir  of  tlie  wl 
ravion,  tiniy  lie  cxtciiiit'il,  in  cimc  lliat  tiirouriifrcDiciit  to  pulilisli  u  Ki'ciiiid  edit  ion,  l«| 
olilaiiu-d.  Ji)  Midi  H  Cll^c',  (lii>  Hccoiint  of  Caiiiiila  will  piojicrly  cninpiciii'iKl  m  vikI 
of  lis  Afrrickilliirt'  and  C'oinineric,  with  a  vaiiciy  of  dotnils,  wliicli  i\\v  wridr,  liowT 
tvcr  HtitiotH  to  enter  into  ut  prcheut,  is  prcvvnted  by  hi*  piivule  iivuiittiona  liumi 
giving  to  ttit  public. 


()iirl»oc  Alt  DM  I 
i^jiTcitlily    to  till 
mists  iiHcii  cvityl 
Ichnittd  I'llitiDiil 
Koliciliiif;  tlio  v\\. 
lit  (•!'  ii  rt'prcKi  II 

III  I'.lli^lisll  \.\\\\    \ 

I  tlic  old  iind  III: 
ninciit,   ini^lit  Lcl 

nof^lcclrd  till  llicj 
istry  divided  tliel 
luinu'M  of  l'p|Mrl 
alnrc,  consistinijl 
iind  a  r.('}>;isl;ili\i>l 
(li  of  (lie   lirithhl 

n  tlif  body  oflliiil 
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I  the  cpiir  of  l)ie  orl 
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ivulv  Hvuiutiona  liuitl 


M 


11 


'i 


^     M 


a 


rOLITlCAL    ANNALS 


OP 


LOWER  CANADA. 


CHAP.  r. 
A.  D.  1759-1791. 

|njn  of  the  Work.  -Criuli  of  PoHtical  Affairit  in  Lower  Canada.     I^ftenninni 
tfihe  House  of  Anscmbly  more  alarming  when  Hi  componition  in  covfiidered. 
-  Thone  pretensims  pnrtlif  owinv^  to  the  defects  in  the  Const  it  iitionnl  Actt 
of  the  linperinl  rar/iame/it. —Investigation  proponed  theoretical  and  prac- 
tical.  -The  pretensions  not  founded  on  the  Attic/en  of  Capitulation,   nor  on 
the  Treaty  ufCemun.— Situation  of  the  French  Canadians  under  the  Cea- 
sion.  -Ihvicw  of  Doc iimenti.  — Reference  to  the  Constitutional  Acts  iv/ 1774 
andlTJl,  asthcfjittidatiun  of  the  power  and  pretensions  of  the  French  Cava, 
dinn^.—lieview  of  the  Act  14  Cieo.  Ill,  cap.  a%-  Consequences  of  its  establish- 
ment of  the  old  French  I.aiv,  and  other  injudicious  enactments,  the  non-ex- 
ecution of  section  'Jth  producing;  a  division  of  the  I'l-ovince  oj  Quebec-  -This 
Act,  intended  chirjlj/  to  coerce  the  uUl  Colonies,  had  a  contrary  effect.  —lie- 
view  of  the  Act  21,   Ceo.   III.   cap.   31,  commml^y  called  the  Constitutional 
Act-— Important  omissions  in  this  Act,— It  contains   no  provisio,.  for  re- 
\preienting  new  Settlements.  —It  violate.i  the  pledge  of  giving  F.nglisli  laws 
\ta  British  Emigrants,  under  the  Vroclatnation  of  the  year  Mft'i.  —Stricture* 
on  the  division  of  the  Province  into  Countiei,   by    Lieutenant  Governor 
Clarke.  -  F.rroneous  principle  of  representation  adopted,  so  far  as  regards  a 
[vast  Country  requiring  extensive  Settlements. —Omission  to  enact  a  qualifi- 
\tatinn  of  property  for  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly, -Approved  Cjurst  of 
\pjlieyf>}r  amalgamating  the  new  with  the  old  subjects  neglected  by  the  Con- 

\queror  of  Canada The  legitimate  objects  of  Colonisation  counteracted  by 

Xthe  defects  and  errors  of  the  Constitutional  Act.  —Anticipating  review  of  the 
Vprog  ess  of  the  ambitioji  of  the  Leaders  of  the  French  Canadians  under  the 
Vnew  Constitution.— Consequences  of  longer  neglecting  to  check  this  ambition 
fy  an  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Imperial  Parliament. 
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V\  E  propose  to  investigate  the  various  causes  wliicli  have  comliiiicl 
to  produce  the  present  extraordinary  crisis  oi'l'oliticai  Affairs  in  LnJ 
cr  Canada.     The  French  Canadian  Leaders  in  tiie  Provincial  Houses 
Assembly,  professing  to  act  constitutionally,  have  brought  thcmselvij 
and  their  adherents  i.ito  direct  collision,  on  matters  ot" finance,  wiilj 
his  Majesty's  Executive,  acting  under  instructions,  advisedly  given  I 
In's  Majesty's  Imperial  Government. 
'      The  Ijiiperial  Parliament  is  the  legitimate  interpreter  of  the  Cdri 
stitutional  Acts,  which  established  a  civil  government  in  this  ProviiuJ 
— but  until  this  interpretation  be  definitively  announced,  individuals arJ 
left,  uncontroulcd  by  this  high  authority,  to  speculate  upon  the  thccrJ 
and  draw  their  own  conclusions  from  the  practice  of  the  Constitiitinr' 

If  we  have  formed  a  correct  idea  of  the  scope  of  the  pretensions 
the  House  of  Assembly,  they  extend  to  a  virtual  monopoly  of  tlJ 
powers  of  the  civil  government,  by  such  a  complete  controul  in  Icgij, 
lation  and  finance,  as  would  render  his  Majesty's  Representative  arJ 
the  Legislative  Council  subservient  to  the  interests,  prejudices,  aif 
passions  of  the  French  Canadian  majority.  These  pretensions,  hcnal 
ter  to  be  historically  reviewed,  are  the  more  alarming  to  Britons,  wliJ 
considered  as  emanating  from  Members  enabled  to  form  the  politkJ 
opinions  of  their  uneducated  Electors,  professing  the  Romish  religioJ 
and  farther  distinguished  from  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  li 
an  indiscrimJ^T'ting  attachment  to  the  laws,  language,  manners  andiij 
bits  of  thv.'.  ■•ench  ancestors.  Believing,  as  we  sincerely  do,  tlii 
those  pretension  '^  have,  in  a  great  degree,  arisen  from  the  encouiad 
ment  afforded  to  the  exclusive  ambition  of  the  French  Canadian  Leal 
ers,  by  the  Constitutional  Acts  14  Geo.  III.  cap.  83,  and  31  Geo.  lij 
caj).  31,  we  shall  first  review  their  theoretical  defects,  and  next,tl 
the  principle  of  judging  of  a  tree  by  its  fruit,  we  sha."  examine  tlit 
practical  effects,  from  the  period  of  their  going  int<»  joint  operation  J 
the  year  1792,  till  the  late  prorogation  of  the  Provincial  Legislatuij 
in  the  end  of  the  year  1827. 

We  shall,  however,  previously  remark,  that  several  pretensions i 
the  French  Canadians  arc  erroneously  founded  upon  the  Articles | 
the  Capitulation  and  Ceseion  of  the  Country.  It  will  appear  byi 
following  account  of  those  Documents,  that  General  Amherst,  in  tij 
first  instance,  tendered,  and  the  King  of  France  confirmd  the  t ' 
quered  inhabitants  of  Canada  to  his  Britannic  Majesty,  as  descniij 
objects  of  his  benevolence,  devoid  of  any  pretensions  which  could  i 
terfere  with  the  approved  policy  of  assimilating  them  to  that  acccssi'i 
of  population  from  the  United  Kingdom,  which  itwat-  the  interest  ^ 
intention  of  Great  Britain  to  encourage,  as  expressed  in  his  Mnlesrj 
Proclamation,  dated  the  7th  October,  1763.  The  new  Subjects.] 
fact,  might,  by  good  management,  have  been  speedily  rendered  ail 
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Ibitiousof  Anglification,  if  the  sacrifice  of  their  predilections  and  prejii- 
liccs  had  been  made  the  unavoidable  condition  of  their  being  adinit- 
jted  to  a  participation  in  the  extensi  '    nrivilcges,  which  are  the  birth- 
riglit  of  I3ritons. 

In  referring  to  those  Capitulations,  it  is  our  duty,  at  the  outset,  to 
lerlare  them  to  be  only  temporary  arrangements,  and  that  they 
should  merely  be  consulted  as  containing  the  desires  of  the  conquer- 
ed, and  the  momentary  decisions  of  the  military  men,  who  command- 
ed tlie  victorious  armies  that  achieved  the  conquest.  These  temporary 
hmpro)nh'''s  are  vocll  understood  to  be  submitted  to  the  dr/initive  r>rgu- 
latims  of  the  contending  Sovereigns ;  so  that  the  first  and  only  legiti- 
[lateAct  of  Diplomacy  on  which  the  conquered  Colony  can  support  its 
iglits,  is  such  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Cession,  as  may  be  found  insert- 

iuthe  general  and  definitive  treaty  of  peacebctweenGreatliritain  and 
fiance  after  the  conquest  of  Canada.  The  obligations  of  his  Britannic 
lajesty  wliich  have  reference  to  our  subject,  are  briefly  expressed  in 
.paragraph  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  definitive  treaty,  concluded  at 
'aris,  on  the  10th  February,  176'5,  as  follows: — ^^  His  Britannic 
ilaji^sty,  on  his  side,  agrees  to  grajit  the  liberty  of  the  Catholic  religion 

\lhe  inhabitants  of  Canada  :  he  will  consecjuently  give  the  most  ejjec- 
Kfi/  orders  that  his  7ietv  Roman  Catholic  subjects  may  profess  the  ivor- 
hip  of  their  religion,  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Romish  Church,  as 
u  as  the  lams  of  Great  Britain  pennit." 

But,  as  the  injudicious  Act  li  Geo.  III.  cap.  83,  was  less  founded 
[n  this  discreet  stipulation,  than  upon  a  general  indulgence  of  the  de- 
jires  of  the  conquered,  expressed  in  the  articles  of  ca[)itulation  de- 
nanded,  we  shall  briefly  review  those  of  them  which  relate  to  civil 
Ind  religious  rights,  tvith  the  answers  of  the  coiumani/ers  of  the  victo- 
iousforces." 

As  the  Capitulation  of  Quebec  contains  nothing  on  this  subject 
Hiich  is  not  repeated  in  that  of  Montreal,  concluded  between  Ma- 
)r  General  Andierst  and  the  Marqiiis  de  Vaudreuil,  on  the  8th 
jeptember,  1760,  we  shall  attend  to  the  contents  of  this  document 
Inly,  referring  our  enquiring  readers  to  the  Capitulation  of  Quebec. 

We  cannot,  however,  avoid  remarking  that,  on  a  general  review  of 
le  military,  civil,  and  religious  demands  of  the  Marquis,  we 
in  ordy  account  for  them  from  the  overweening  vanity,  which 
as  always  characterised  Frenchmen  and  th.eir  descendants,  in  war 
k1  in  peace.  Would  Buonaparte,  whose  name  is  still  the  rallying 
k  of  the  majority  of  Frenchmen,  have  given  the  mild  answer  to  con- 
icred  Britons,  which  General  Amherst  gave  to  the  following  extra- 
klinary  demand,  contained  in  the  41st  article? 

"  The  French,  Canadians  and  Acadians,  of  tvhat  stale  or  condition 
;  who  shall  remain  in  the  Colony,  shall  not  be  forced  to  talce  arms 

<    st  his  Most  Chiistian  Majesty,  or  his  Allies,  directly  or  indirectly, 

OMij  occasion  whatever ;  the  British  (iovcrnment  shall  only  require 

'Jicin  an  exact  neutrality."     To  this  demand,  the  British   (ienerui 

dly  answers: — " They  liEcoMt  ISuiijEcis  of  Tiiii:  Kino." 
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AO«M'  iTinarliing  tliat,  <»ti  llic  itriiHipIc  ol   '«  ('hontif  hr^nns  at  Innnr, 
llic  IVnuh  »)fli("ns,  rivil  \\\u\  niili(i\i  y.  lill  the  grcdU'r  pitrt  of  (lie  diJ 
cumctil  xvilli  JtMniinils  lor  Ihcir  own  <li|:;ni(y,    iiilncsr,  and   (niH-  ciiiiJ 
vov""«''%  "*'  •'"'"  '*'  vvhal  rnoiT  parlicnlmly  rcj^aids  tlie  rt'lijfions  nin|| 
tivil  iU'|»nrUnrnls.  ' 

Arlicli'  'JTll'  ilcniands  ihr  (Vcc  oxcrciso  ol'tlir  Honn"sli  irlinidn.nnii 
that   tlio    nritish  (lovcjiuncnt    shall  (»hlif;('   (Ik<   people     '*/r);;"»y/U 
Pricsis  ilicir  futhrs,  and  all  ihc\f  were  usal  to  jiai/  tiiu/cr  tin?  /'Vc/Ki 
(t(\\rr>iin('tit  of  /lis  Most   Christian    ISlaJrsti/."     The  answer  lo  this  nJ 
tielo  is   "  (iranfril,  as  to  their  ficc CAcrcisc  of  their  reli^uov  ;   -i  mk  ohiiT 

tJATlON    OV     I  HI  IK    PAYINtl  'IHK  TYTIirs    TO     IIIK    PlllKSIH,   W  1  I.I,  I,|,[ 
rKM)    ON    HIS    INI.A.TI'SIy'.S    IM.KASIIIIK.'" 

;\r(ieles  'JSth  and  'JDlli  demand,  that  ihe  ("liapler,  I'riesfs.  and  Ci! 
rates,  aiul  Missionaries  shall  eonlinne,  with  an  entire  liherty,  theiitu 
crcisc  and  I'nnetions  ol' ("nres  ie  the  parishes  ol' the  townH  and  eoiiiiJ 
tries;  that  the  (hand  N'ieara  sliall  have  the  sanu*  liherty,  exereiMUjl 
all  the  jnrisdieti«»n  they  exereised  under  the  I'reneh  dominion,  will 
the  right  of  ailnnnisteriiiji:  the  Mpisi'opal  Dioeese  (hiring;  any  vaeam'v| 
'I'lu^  answer  to  these  artielis   is.,  (iiiAN tki),  kxcki-t  what  iu;(iAitDl 

THK    F(>T.10W1N(5    AUTICI.K. 

Article  .Sl)th.  "  If,  h/  the  Treat;/  of  Peaee,  Canada  should  rrmn\\ 
in  the  /xntvr  of  his  Britannic  Majest!/,  his  Most  Christian  Majfsll 
shall  continue  to  name  the  Jiiship  of  the  Colon//,  rvho  ,\hall  ahvnl 
he  of  the  Uovian  conimtinion,  and  under  xvhcte  authoriti/  the  /)eof>le  ski 
cxeicise  ihe  Jiomati    reli^\i(»i,"     The  answer  to  this  article  is  "  IlJ 

FLSKO.  ' 

Article  Slst.  "  The  Bishop  shall,  in  case  of  need,  eatnhlish  vexvVA 
rishrs,  and  provide  Jor  the  rebuilding  of  his  Cathedral  and  his  Fp':m\ 
pal  I'alacc  ;  and  in  the  mcan-tinir,  he  shall  have  libertij  to  dxvell  in  til 
towns  or  pari.^hes  as  he  shall  Ji'dge  proper.  He  shall  he  at  lilnrlji'l 
X'isit  hix  J^iocese  with  the  ordinary  ceremonies,  and  exercise  n/l  the  jil 
iisdiction  which  his  predecessor  exercised  under  ihe  Trench  doviiuioii 
save  that  .in  oath  of  fdelitj/  or  promise  to  do  nothin<y  contrari/  to 
Britannic  Majest  if  s  service,  ma;/  he  re(/uired  of  him."  The  answer  iJ 
this  article  is  "ciiMrinsKD  unokk  the  rouK(;()iNG."  This  aiis\u| 
ncaus  that  tlio  nomination  of  a  liishop,  by  the  Kin-^'  ol  Trance,  bciiJ 
refused,  the  jurisdiction  of  such  a  Bishop  and  the  exercise  ol"  i»is  I'liiiCl 
tions  must  also  he  re{iiscd. 

Article  S2x\  demands  that  the  connnunities  of  the  Nuns  shnll 
preserved  in  their  constitutions  and  privileges;  rvhich  was  p'anlai. 

Article  MSd  makes  the  same  demand  for  the  comnnmitii's  oi' Jesuiii 
arJ  PocoUcts,  and  of  the  house  of  the  Priests  of  St.  Sulpicc  at  Moil 
trc:i< ;  a"  i'  that  these  last   shall  preserve  their  right  to  nominate  if 
..ortain  curacies  and  missions  as  heretofore.     The  answer  to  this: 
'^  Refvjskv^  till  the    Iing's  pleasure  j?e  known." 

Avticle  3-^  ii^.  "  Ah  '.'(»  Communities  and  all  the.  Priests  shall prescr 
ihf:y  ir.ow'jblcsy  ihe propcrtt/  find  revenues  of  the  Seigniories  and  uM 
.<(iies  wi'ich  they  posrsss  in  the  Colory,  of  what  nature  soever  theji  li'l 
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and  the  same  rslnlrs  shall  hr  pir;rrvril  in  their  privlfr"r<!,  ri<,rhts,  hnnnr'i 

\  and  excwpl  inns."  The  nnswci  fo  fliirt  article  Ih,  "  (iiiA  n  !(•  d."  This 
(iilich!  haM  never  heeii  (dnliini'd  |)y  hin  Majesty  nor  liy  the  Uriti'jli 
I'nrliainent,  as  will  appear  hv  th(?  exception  in  the  Htli  Heetion,  ol' iho 
A<'t  I'l' t'l'"'  IN.  eap.  HH,  wliK  Ii  stands  unrepealed.     Hesides  reasotiH 

I  of  state,  rendering  it  iuexpedii  nl,  liiis  want  ol'  (•otifiniiatioM  is  twilu- 
rally '*'*<■'"''"■''  '*'  ''"'  banishment  ol"  the  order  oCJeshits  Iroin  all  tluj 
iiiiceded  doininicnis  of  I'lanee,  on  (he  (jth  Aufj;ii«t,  ITO'J;  ivhrrras, 
i'liunda   UHis  onli/  vrdrd  lit  (Iriaf   Itii'ain  as  ahcadi/  mrnlioncd  hi/  the 

\})ffinitivr  Tirali/  n/  I'rarr,  sijnird  at  I'aris,  10///    l-'rhnian/,  I7ti.5. 
Article  41st,  demanding;  fieiMrality  lor  the   Canadians    and   Aea- 

Llians,  has  been    previonsly    recited,   afid   the   answ(  r  given,  iiunieiy, 

]»''i'iiF.v   nK.("oMK  SiiajKCTH  Ol'  ■iiii".  Kino." 

Article  4''2iK   "  'I'hr  l''rrnrh  and  Canadians  shfill  canlinun  In  he  rrov- 

iftnril  (irrardin!r  /(>  the  Cnslmn  nf   l'aii.<,  and  the  /(nos  and  nsairrs  es" 

linlitished  /or  this  count ri/  ;  and  thri/  shall  not  hr  snhjr.vt  to  am/ other 
\imposts  than  those  tvhirh  were  established  under  the  I'\enrh,  d'lnnnion." 
jTlii' answer  to  this  Article  is  "  answered  by  the  precedin;;  Articles, 
1(111(1  particulaily  my  tiiic  r.Asr;"  that  is  to  say,  they  become  mihjects 
loi'tlie  Kiiifi,  and  (•()nse(|iienfiy,  in  the  niean-tinie,  to  15riti-.h  laws. 
I'l'liedeinand,  so  far  as  re;!;ards  I'Veneh  Laws,  tvnitained  in  this  Article, 
jfiiihoilied  witii  others,  was  injudiciously  fj;ranted  by  the  liriti-vh  Act 
JjMJeo.  III.  eaj).  H;{,  section  S,  a/'icr  lirilish  laws  with  their powerj'ui 
Vottradions  to  lirilish  settlers  had.  prevailed  in  the  Province  vni:nTKES 
IvKAHs.  This  may  be  well  calhd  {rcncroKity  to  foreigners  and  injustice 
Ito  IJritons;  atul  some  persons  have  sureastically  remarked  that,  after 
jj-anctionin};  this  Act  of  Parliament,  his  late  Majesty  ouii;ht  to  have 
|fj;iven  further  notice,  that  his  Fioy  iI  IVocIatnation  «»f  tiie  7th  October, 
|1T().'5,  eneouraj^ing  liritons  to  settle  in  the  IVovirice  of(^ilIebcc,  by 
Itlie  promise  of  the  enjoyment  there  of  the  bene'lt  of  the  laws  of  Mn- 
Iplanil,  civil  as  well  as  criminal,  eould  not  !)■■;  perf(irinv-d  ;  but  that,  from 
la  sense  of  justice,  and  to  atone  for  this  violation  oflils  royal  v.'ord,  he 
Koiilil  facilitate  the  return  of  disaj)pointf.d  and  dissatisfied  .settlers  to 


Itlieir  native  country,    and  compensate  their  losses.     This  sarcasm  on 

Itlie  part  of  certain   American  Colonists,  however  (Ii,--,respe(:ffiil  to  tlu; 

IniLMjiory  of  a  benevolent  King,  naturally  comes  into  tlie  renunnbrance 

lof  every  writer  who  reHeets   upon  the    nuiltiplied  injuries  infbetcd  by 

the  liritisb  Act  It  (ieo.  III.  (;a[).   K3,  upon  all  settlers  of  British  ori- 

jiii  thus  subjected  to  the  (!(istoni  of  l*aris,  and  rendered  //c///T'Venc!i- 

Unen,  by  the  necessity  of  studying   rVencli  laws,   in  the  IVeiich  lan- 

eirage. 

We  have  now  extracted  and  reviewed  the  articles  of  the  Capitula- 
llion  of  Montreal  connected  with  our  subject ;  and  uciind  that,  tliough 
he  heroic    contjueror  of  Quebec  wao  dead,  General  Amherst  7io«/r/ 
ot pve  up  h;/  the  pen  what  was  g/orinushij  won  hi/  the  snord  :  this  in- 
jurious course  was  left  for  Lord  No'-tb's  administration. 
The  injudicious  liberality  of  the   lirilish  (iovernmerii,   first  to  the 
lure  Si)exrr  iheji  '^'BClcrcry  and  higher  classes  in  the  year  1 77  1-.  and  next  to  (he  ma.>-s  of  the 
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popnliition  in  I79I,  l>as  |»lact'(l  tho  power  ofllio  I'lvnch  CunmliMiisdi 
such  a  louiHlation,  as  cnt'oiiiagrs  and  niablrsanibifious  Iradcrs  ()|)(miIvi 
or  sfcri'tly  to  oppose  the  views  ol"  both  the  Ini|)erial  and  I'rovineial  Aii.J 
niinistrations,  iorproniofinij  the  permanent  seenrity  and  welfare  of  tliJ 
Province,  as  a  Uritish  Colony,  subservient  to  the  interests  of  the  Km." 
pire  at  hn-fj;e. 

The  dehberate  conviction  ofoiirniinds  is,  that  if"  the  intention  oCliiii 
IMajcsty's  Ministers  in  tlie  year  1791,  had  preposterously  been  tol 
render  as  speedily  as  possible  Lower  Canada  a  hot-bed  and  nursirvl 
oi'deniocratical  |.rinciples  ;  or,  in  other  words,  if  the  (juestion  lial|| 
been  proposed,  in  what  niainier  tiie  neighbourhood  of  that  l'r*)vinci'ti)i 
the  United  Slates  could  be  best  improved  as  the  means  of  ripeniii|,Mts[ 
ii)Iial)itants  for  indep<Mulence,  and  alienating  them  frou)  the  IJritishj 
iKiiion,  the  answer  must  have  end)raeed  the  principal  enactments  oil 
ibe  present  Constitution,  strengthened  as  it  is  by  the  richly  einlowKlf 
religion  and  peculiar  code  of  I'Vench  Laws,  established  by  the  Act  di 
1771'.  i'liis  will  more  readily  appear  from  a  brief  review  of  the  conJ 
tents  of  those  Statutes. 

I.  The   Act  It  (Jeo.  IIL  caj).  H1\,  in  its  long  and  jlelusive  preain.l 
Me,  deirlares  to  the  following  effect :  that  the  Knglish  civil  laws  wliid 
liad  prevailed  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  for  ten  years,    adnunistordl 
and      ;ulated  inuler  connnissions  to  (iovernors,  had  been  found  iiuipl 
plical)io  to  the  state  and  circumstances  of  the  said  Province,  the  iiiF 
liabitants  whereof  amounted  at  the  concjuest  to  about  sixty-Hve  tlioiJ 
sand  persons  professing  the  religion  of  the  Churcli  of  Home,  and  m\ 
jni/'ni'j;  an  eslabli  shed  form  of  const  it  iitioti  and  system  of  taxvs,  bij  xt'liid 
their  jHTsons  and  properti/  had  been  protected,  governed  and  ordcrdX 
for  a  long  series  of  ijears,  froyn  the  Jirst  establishment  of  Canada  ;*-\ 
it  therefore  enacts  that  the  said  English  laws  and  practice  of  Coiirt{ 
s!)all  be  annulled  from  and  after  the  1st  May,  177.5. — The  professiorj 
of  the  religion  of  the  Church  of  Rome  is  next  secured  ;  and  its  Clorgjl 
authorised  to  receive  and  enjoy  their  accustomed  dues  and  rights,  wiill 
respect,  honevcr,  to  such  persons  only  as  shall  profess  the  said  roll 
gion.     The  oath  of  allegiance  prescribed  in  the  first  year  of  tbe  roipi 
of  Elizabeth,  is  modified,  to  suit  the  consciences  of  the  new  subjects, 
and  tlic  property  of  all  Canadians  professing  the  Uomish  religion  (Im 
re/i<>ious  orders  and  communities  excepted)  is  confirmed,  together  w'w 
all  customs  and  usages  relative  thereto,  and  all  other  their  civil  riglill 
in  so  far  as  may  consist  with  their  allegiance  to  liis  Majesty  and  siibl 
jection  to  the  Crown  and  Pailiament  of  (ireat  Britain;  and  it  is  liir-l 
ther  enacted,    hat  in  all  matters  of  controversy,  relative  to   proportij 
and  civil  rights,  resort  shall  be  had  to  the  laws  of  CaiuK'a,  as  the  nilel 
for  the  decision  of  the  same  ;  subject,  however,  to  be  v;nied  or  alter  i'| 
bv  any  ordinance  of  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council,  appoiiitc, 

*  III  an  Act  of  l!n'  collective  irisdo/n,  this  assertion  is  liigluy  reprehensible;  aixil 
w»'  lioidly  rtfor  to  llie  publislied  sentiments  of  the  present  Canailian  Leaders  to  nbutj 
this  iniworihy  idea  of  an  cstablihhcd  form  of  Constitution,  having  existed  in  Caiia-j 
da  bcfoie  the  Couijucst. 
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Jill  il  snrcroding  section  of  the  s;iid  Avl,  'llicn  follows  a  n  ni;irL'il)K' 
IffCtioiij  the  execution  of  which  was  pn-ventrd  by  some  legal  tc(  hiii- 
Iciilities  and  nnti-Ih-itish  policy,  for  more  than  half  a  century,  naimly, 
Iscct.  iHli,  "  Provided  alxvai/s  lliiit  iitilliitii!,  in  this  Act  louhtiiml  shutl  r.r- 
lioul  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  anif  lands  that  have  hern  ^rnnted  b>f 
l/i/.v  Mitjesti/,  or  shall  herea/ler  be  <j^ranted  hif  his  Majesti/t  his  hens  ami 
\f,xiCCcssors,  to  Ik  holden  in  free  and  coinnion  sitccai^r." 

This  Statute  which  was  hastily  passed  at  the  instance  of  Lord  Nortii, 
lof  uiiforttinafe  memory,  with  the  fallacious  hope  ol'  thus  (»l)taiiiing 
from  Vat'odian  Priests  and  Seij^niors  the  means  ol'  coercing  the  did 
Colonies,*  has  never  been  esseiitially  modihud,  but  remains  the  prin- 
jcipal  hasis  of  the  existing  pietension  on  the  part  of  tiie  I'reiiih  Caiia- 
Idiiins  to  be  a  separate  people,  or  as  tli;'y  shortly  express  it,  "  la  Nation 
ICtUKulienve." 

We  may  here  remark  in  passing,  that  this  Act,  calculated  to  securi* 
|t()  tlies' ttled  part  of  tlii>  IVovince  of  (Quebec  a  decidedly  fori-ign  as- 
l|K'ct,  disgusted  the  Hritish,  who  had  been  encouraged  to  emigrate,  by 
Itlie  IVocIaniation  of  17().'i,  which  promised  Mngiish  laws,  ami  also  the 
h.oyalists,  who  had  adhered  to  the  British  (iovernment  in  the  American 
iKi'Volution,  and  it  was  the  great  cause  of  the  next  measure  prolific  of 
Lvils,  namely, ///rt^  ofdividin<j;  the  Province,  in  the  jjear  17!>l,  when 
la  House  of  Assemlily,  with  extensive  privileges,  was  granted  to  each 
Jtiivision.  These  Loyalists  having  previously  fled  fi-om  I'rench  Law.s  :,, 
Jtlic  Upper  Districts  of  the  Province  of  (Quebec,  were  not  unwilling  'u 
jlwvo  a  separate  Civil  (iovernment,  leaving  the  Subjects  of  Hritisii  dcs- 
jccnt  ill  the  Lower  Districts  to  be  domineered  over  by  a  fiiction,  arm- 
led  by  the  British  Parliament,  with  an  aufh'M-ity  which  has  gradually 
Ibceii  turned  against  the  \iewsand  interests  of  the  Lmpirc. 

Meai-time,  the  increasing  importunity  of  the  I^iglish  jiart  of  the 

jcouiiiumity,  which  had  settled  under  the  laith  of  the  Proclamation  of 

jtlie  year  IIG'),  had   prevailed  upon  the  British  C'abinef  to  take  the 

jl'ctition  of  the  year  l7Hh  inr.i  serious  consideration,  and  fhinie  a  ircv. 

jConstitution,   including  u  Legislative  Council  in  a  permanent  form, 

laiw.l  a  House  of  Assembly  renewable  (|uarteimially,  for  this  extensive 

iiul  peculiarly  circumstanced  part  of  the  ('ontinent  of  North  America, 

^lostined  by  nature,  in  spite  of  hr  islative  blunders,  to  be  a  powerful 

[Umpire,  lit  to  cont-'in  a  liardy  population  of  many  millions  of  souls. 

VVe  now  come  to  rcviev/  the  Act  'M  (ieo.  IIL  caj).  31. 

In  examining  this  Act — commonly  called  the  Constitutional  Act 

tlie  considerati(m  of  what  lias  been  omitted  may  [irove  still  more  im- 
portant tliaji  of  what  has  been  enacted  ;  and  we  shall,  theref()re,  bcnn 
hy  stating  some  imprudent  omissions  which  are  almost  unaccountable, 
considering  t!ic  ample  information  respecting  the  state  of  the  iVo- 

•  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  inslend  o^  serving  tlie  intended  purpose,  fhf«  extra- 
prdinary  measure  forced  upon  the  conscience  of  his  late  M,(j(."^ty,  Georyc  III.  of 
eslablishinjr  Popery  in  a  Hritish  dependi'ncy,  furnislied  fresh  means  of  str»i);4tlieiiinf; 
»lie  revolutionary  leaders,  and  added  relij^io-ji;  to  political  fanaticism  in  the  minds  of 
lli€  American  people. — This  result  is  particularly  worthy  of  the  attention  of  tiie  phi- 
^usophical  historian. 
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\incc,  \^ln\li  MihisN-rs  iisM('if«(l  tc   li.ivc   Ix-cii  ((illccfcd  lor   (iicir  u^r, 
•  ImiiifT  Mr.  rill's  ;i(lmiiiislraliiMi,  ul;i<|i  Ii.mI  iilr.inly  lii'-lrd  scvrii  ycjirs, 
Thosi'  iMinislt'is  luiil   reason  lo  Know  tliiit  \hv  I  Ith  (Jro.  III.  cni).  H,>.\ 
coniinoiily  called  llie    (incljcc    Aet,    oi;;aiii/,«  <l  and  (-(HKTiitratrd  il„,| 
j.ower  ai  d  pM|»iila(ii)ii  of  tlic   ImcmcIi  raiiadiaiis  under  lln'   Ceiidal  h;. 
niire;  and  dial,   nidess  some   deii>ive  enactiiieiil  (or  tin;  eiieonrai't. 
ninit  ol  set  ill  IS  on  the  lands  j;rant<Ml  in  lice  and  <"otnnion  soreage,  nr 
F,n>ilisli  tennr*',  were  introdneed  into  lliis  Conslilnliona!  Act,  the  bn,ij 
of  a  niono|)()Iy  ol'power  rnnnih;^  eonnttf  to  l''.M(fiisli  laws,  Jan^na^e  ;iiii| 
<liaiaetei  islus,  wnnid  he  laid  in  llir  proposed  llonse  of  As.iendtly  l\.A 
Lower  Canada,  which,  ii'not  a  eomplete  <  )li.:,'areliv.  nuist  nierelv  r,'- 
present  the  si\ty-live  thousand  persmis  ainl  their   deserndanls,  pi,,.! 
(essinj;:  llie    reliuion  ofllii'  Chnieh  ol'  Koine,  as  deseriintl  in  the  pK. 
nndde  (o  llie  liirnier  Act.      The    MinisUrs  of  the  day  oni;ht  also  tal 
have  knoMi;,   that  tlu-  ninth  section  of  the  Act  It   (Jen.  III.  rap.  H  ;, 
intended,   apparently,   to  jirotcet   the   S(Mtlers  on  the  iCnglish  fernin 
grants  rri:ni  IVcr.ch    la«s.   Iiad  hei  n  snilrred  to  remain  a  dead  letter; I 
and  they  ncre  thus  surely  hound  ii\  honor  to  make  at  least  some  pin 
vision  in   the   new  Act   lor  facilitatinj;  the  participation  of  such   S(t| 
tiers  in  Limmm*  (\m;ida,  in  lh<»  exercise  olthe  powers  conferred  on  tie 
p(ipnlar  hraneh  oi'  the  new  LeuisLilmv.      Hut  a  silence,  savouring  ;is 
much  ol  intriti;ue  as  ol  inere  ollieial  ne<;lif;enee,  was  jireservetl  on  fliis 
topic  in  the  Ministerial  speeches,  which  slurred  and  hurried  over  tlicl 
whole  matter.     Whether  the  oirspriiiu;  of  Provincial  intrigue  or  ofcul- 
palde  negli-cl  .md  ignorance,  the  ileltcl  is  not  Ii\ss  glaring  of  any  de- 
claration of  till'  principle  so  necessary  in  eoloni/ation,  thai  t/'c  rcprr- 
snitd/ioii  of  iltr  people  should  he  rerruuitrd  hi/  the  joint  consideration  ofl 
v.umhcrs  and  territorial  e.vlent,  thus  providing  lor  the  j)rogres8  of  ncwf 
scttlenict  :  ■..  ai\d  encouraging  those  swarms,  which  good  policy  niiglitl 
have  coiu.iicfed    rom  the  hive  of  native  popidalion.  to  he  anialgnniut-l 
ed  with  the  enterprising  loyali;*ts  and  Ih-i'ish  emigrants,  and  rendered 
<'apal)lc  of  exercising,  with  moderation  and  intellip:ence,  the  privilegrs 
(if  a  free  constitution.     Nor  w.is  this  defect  in  the  enactment  for  a  di- 
visioti  into  counties  repaired  in  practice  hy  the  arrangements  of  I-iini- 
tenant  Ctovernor  Clarke  and  his  Council,  \^  ho  seem  to  have  been  sa- 
tisfied with  dividing  on  the  sole  principle  of  actual  population,  and  I 
doing  nothing  for  Knglishnien  or  the  I'iiiglish  language,  except  ^fnvHOf 
J'.nglish  names   to    Counties    xr/iol/i/  inhahitcd  hi,   a   people   spealriuA 
French.     It  was  owing  partly    lo    this   mismanagement  that  the  late 
House  of  Assembly   neither  represented  the  property,   the  territorial 
extent,  the  varied  population,  nor  the  commercial  interests  of  the  Co- 
lony.    The  rej)rcsentation  has,  in  fact,  been  hitherto  confined  to  the  I 
Trench  Seigniories,  or  lands,  held  under  the  feudal  tenure,  forming  a 
narrow  strip  of  land  along  the  banks  of  the   St.  Lawrence;  while  the 
Townships,  granted  under  the  English  tenure  of  free  and  common 
soccage,  exceeding  the  seigniories  in  extent,  and  containing  one  eighth\ 
of  ihr  tvhole  population  of  the  Province,  haxe  not  a  single  voice  in  the\ 
House  oj  Assembly.     And  among  those  extraordinary  omissions  in  the 


ItiU^ 


(  II  \1 


ted  lor   tlirir  i.^', 
listed  scvi'M  yvATi. 
(h'o.  III.  <n|>.  HI  I 
coiKM'iitrutnl  till!) 
Iff  (lie   IiikIiiI  ti:. 
ir  tlu'  fii('()nr;ii;c. 
inmoM  soccM^c,  nrl 
tiial  Act,  llii;  l)HM^ 
lUVH,  laiimiiif^c  ami  I 
1'  of  As.-NcniMy  (W| 
.  iMiist  nn'icly  ic| 
(U'scriidanfs,  pio. 
iicrilxd  in  tlu*  pir. 
ilay  ()iii;lit   also  tn 
(ioo.  111.  caj).  H:;,| 
U"  I'/n^lish  tcrnin 
lain  a  (lead  lrft('r;| 
at  least  some  pin- 
tion  of"  siicli   Sit. 
■s  t'oiirorri'd  on  tl;e| 
.'lice,  savourinfj  ;i,< 
<  jircsi'ivrd  on  this 
,1  Iniiricd  over  tlic| 
intrigue  or  ofctil- 
glaring  oi'any  de- 
on,  thai  t/ic  rrprc- 
nil  (ousidcration  (A 
\v  |)rogress  of  ixwl 
goo(i  j)t)licy  niiplit| 
to  1)0  anialgnniat- 
mts,  nnd  rendcn-d 
nee,  llie  privilogcs] 
naetmcnt  for  a  di- 
iigeinenis  of  Lieu. 
11  to  have  been  sa- 
il population,  and 
ige,  except  giving 
a   people   speaking 
ment  that  the  late 
rty,   the  territorial 
nterests  of  the  Co- 
to  confined  to  the 
tenure,  forming  a 
wrence ;  while  tlie 
free  and  common 
tainivg  one  eighth 
single  I'oice  in  the 
rv  omissions  in  the 
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('ori'^tlfiMioiial  Act    wliic  li   liave  rendered  (he   popular  hiiiiK  h  iiieimi- 

iM'teiif,  tiiav  i>e  iiieiifioned  (he  silence  [ireseived   respeciiiig  a  (|iialiti- 

(iilioii  of  properly,  in  the  persons  eligihle  in  servj'  as  Meini)ers  in  tJMj 

House  ol"    Asscnihly.      (hving  lo  this    unrepaired   defect,   we  huv«! 

seen  many  poor    Knights  and   l»iiigeHHes  sent    to    Parliament,   who 

hi.ive  repeatedly  attempted    to   introduce  the  repuhlican  praeti<'e   of 

L'i\iiig  daily  |)ay   lo    liCgislalors.     'I'liis  oniission  was    considered  hy 

(lie   Legislature  of   Upper  Canada,   ko  contrary  lo  the  analr>giert  of 

(lie  Ihilish  ('oiis(ilii(ion,  that  one  of  the  early  Acts  of  that  body  csta- 

jlilislied  a  (|iialilicatioii,  which,  however,  was  ho  low  as  to  admit   Mem- 

llicrs  inclined    to  support  the  practice;  before  mentioned,  of  awarding 

jjiciiiiiary  compensation  for  Legislative  service. 

We  might  «'\lend  this  subject  of  omissions  very  i'm',  jit(lpin<r/'ri)in 
rrrnls,  but  wv  <Iesire  to  deal  lairly  with  tlit;  memory  of  the  great  men 
kvliii  were  cor.cerned  in  tlu;  passagir  of  the  (Constitutional  Act,  which 
IS  wholly  silent  as  lo  the  means  of  securing  n  permanent  revenue  for 
till' .support  of  his  Majesty's  (iovernmeiit,  and  the  administration  of 
liistice  within  the  Province, — the  employment  of  the  Lnglish  language 
J,  liie  text  of  the  laws,  and  other  matters  essentially  recpiisire  to 
)i-oinote  Hritish  C'olonisation,  and  pre.serve  this  coinitryto  the  Ikiti.sli 
'row  II. 

We,  therefore,  proceed  to  the  eriaelnu;iifs,  leaving  for  the;  present 
k  .sins  of  omission,  with  the  view  of  describing  suc'i  sins  of  cominis- 
lioii  as  they  may  be  found  to  contain,  liy  the  second  section,  the 
'iDviiiee  of  Quebec  Is  <livided,  and  a  Legislative  Council  and  House 
Assembly  for  each  division  rcs|)eetively  is  ei.tietetL  forming,  with 
Ilic  King's  liepresenlative,  a  Heii!l)liuiee  of  the  iiritish  Constitution, 
marked  change  of  the  j  olicy  and  language  of  the  Proclamation  of 
r()!{  is  here  ob.servable  :  sfjeaking  of  the  Ifouse  of  Assembly  inteiul- 
Ifil  for  the  Province  of  (Quebec,  l^ast  Florida,  West  I'lorida,  and  the 
jislaiid  ofCJrenada,  the  Proclamation  says,  that  such  Assemblies  shall 
lake  hnv's,  as  near  as  tnaij  be  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  England  ;  while 
lie  Act  MI  (leo.  111.  cap.  Ml,  proceeding  on  the  principle  of  the 
fiench  law  being  restored,  enacts  that  tlie  Provincial  laws  shall  be 
Hi'ioly  not  repugnant  to  tlie  said  Constitutional  Act  ;  thus,  it  must  be 
lowed,  consistently  enough,  discarding  all  analogy  with  English  civil 
jlw  fiom  the  Legislative  system  of  Lower  ('anada.  The  third  section 
tales  the  lowest  munbers  which  shall  compose  the  Legislative  Conn- 
il  and  Assend)ly  of  both  Provinces,  leaving  us  to  infer  a  power  in  the 
frovincial  Parliament  to  increase  the  number  of  Members  of  the 
louse  of  Assembly,  in  accordance  with  the  increase  of  settlements  and 
lopiilation,  besides  the  undoubted  exercise  of  the  King's  prerogative 
smnnioning  additional  Legislative  Councillors;  the  Members  of 
which  latter  body  are  appointed  for  life.  Here  also  we  find  a  basis 
k  an  aristocracy,  with  titles  of  honour,  attempted  to  be  provided, 
It  which  the  division  of  prrpcrty,  under  the  French  law,  will  render 
igatory  in  Lower  Canada  ;  where  the  rights  of  primogeniture,  so  ne- 
fetisary  for  the  estublishmen;    of  a  pernmnent  landed  iuistocracy,  du 
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MOl  r\i>t.     'I'liii  rniiclmcnt,  iiidrt'd,  in  n  ('larlii;^  prodI' ol"  llir  I;Mi(ir;ii!i, 
oi'   ils  sti|)|M)i'l('i's,  iiikI   loriiiH  n  Nliikiii^;  mikmiciIv    hi  m  ( 'iiiiHtildiiiiiil 
w  liiili  is.  in  ttllicr  ri'spcrlH,  so  lU'lvflivc  in  prospcclivc  policy,  iicylid. 
inir  to  provide  /'or  t/ir  imwcilmlc  rviiils  n/ H  tiin<  Cinniln/,  and  muLiv^ 
I'litvisidii  for  till'  i/iitKiifnixtir  Viiiiifics  n/'nii  old  Sonrli/. 

St'ction  II'  i(niliims  tlic  imlhorily  lo  hr  «li'l('};nl('<l  lo  llu'  (Iovciikii, 
lor  till'  piii'posi'  ol' (liviiling  tlic  siiid  l'i'o\iii(r  inio  Disli  ids,  ('ouiitii>., 
Cit'chN,  'Towns  nnd  'I'ownsiiip'^,  and  dcclarini^  inid  iippoinlin^;  |||(> 
nuinlicr  ol  Mcnihi'is  ol"  AssfinMy  to  he  cliost  n  by  cicli  icspcclivrl^  ^ 
lint  tliis  was  cxccnti'd  uitlioni  any  (if  those  cxtcnsivi'  and  stali'siiiiin. 
lilvi*  \ii'\\s,  wliic'li  on;;lil  to  have  distin;iiiisiii'd  tlu-  pcrsonti(.{i'  I'lilnisidl 
witli  setting  ill  motion  llu>  new  inailiinc  of  (iovcrnincnt.  \\l;(iiii| 
roiKjni'si.  siu'Ii  as  a  little  Island  oi'  rrovincc.  is Jhllii  pcnj<lcil,  or  iiki. 


held 


[IS  annlilary  post,  it  is  ot  i(>ss  (onscipitiicc  (hat  iti  pop 


III. Ill 


nIioiiM  lir  assiinilati'd    to   llial  of  tlio  coiKpurin;;   power;  Init,    \\\\v\\ 
tlu<  (<\tnit  ol'  tlio  country,   and  llie  natural  roiirsr  ol' Ininian  ail'.iiiv 
destine  a    eon(|iU'st,    siieli  as  Canada,  to  support  an  innnense  popnli' 
lion,  wluise   prejndiees  or   opiniotiH  iinist.  evenliially  eonlionl  llie  (in. 
vernnient,  it   bi-eoiiies  the  (Inly  of  selfprest'rvatioii  that   the  »'oiu|iiir. 
iiif;  power  slumld  take  early  and  deei.iive   ineasiiri's  for  impressini,' ii< 
national  eliaraeteristies  iipi>ii  the  lu-w  eoiunu-si  ; — by  piil)lisliiii;j^  law,, 
and  diirusinjjj   evIueatiiMi  and   Kiumn  lidge  in  the  lan;4naj.',e  ol' the   ciii. 
(jiieror,  introdiiein^   and  eneonra<;in;^  the   si-tlleinenl  of  old  Suhjiihl 
anuMij;  the  new,  and  employing  every  means  ofenli^^litened   and  he 
nevoliMU  poliey  to  produce  a  mutual  sympalliy,  by  soi'lenini,'  or  oltli. 
teratinij;  every  remeinbranei  ol"  hostility,  anil  creating  <()mmon  ohjcdi 
ol'anilMtiir.i  and  noble  emnlatimi,   consistent  with    the  pernianenl  in 
tcrCvsts  ami  wcilare  of  the   l'"inpirt<    at   large.     Having  thus  ailvertnl 
to  a  pri.iciple  which,  in  an  evil  hour,  was  lost  sight  ol',  in  the  preliiiiii 
nary  arrangements  lor  the  introduction   ol'  a   Hepresentative  (ioviiii 
mcnt  into  Lower  Canada,  we  proceed   in  our  review  of  the  Consliiii 
tional  Act,  and  observe,  that  through  twenty  sections,  regulating  ♦!!( 
mode  of  election,  and  describing  the  Voters  and  Candidates,  no  eii.iii 
mcnt   is    I'onnd  calculated  to  prevent  the  rmire  ascendancy  of  tlii 
I'reneh  Canadian  Inhabitants  ot'  the  ISi'igniories  over  the  ri-st  olln' 
Majesty's  {Subjects,  ov  to  ensure  to  the  Kxeculive  ((overnment  ol  In* 
INIajesty,  a  single  adherent  in  tbc  House  ot"  Assi>mbly.     This  waul  li 
proi'autiou  would  hardly  be  pardonable  in  giving  a  Conslitution  to  a 
iiomogeneous  population  ol'  Brit isb  origin  ;  but  its  consefiuencc.>, i;i 
tlie  present  case  ol'  legislating  tor  a  people  clsicily  composed  el'|iiT-| 
pons  differing  in   manners,  babits,  customs,  religion,   and    laiigii;i!io, 
fnnn  the  British  nation,  threaten  to  destroy  every  rational  and  legiiil 
mate  object  of  colonisation  ;  one  of  w  Inch  is  to  raise,  up  a  xvorthij  11 
prcscntativc  of  the  Mother  Count ri/,  tvi/liiig  to  re.ccive  her  histiuclin. 
and  to  njford  evert/  assistance /or  the  accommodnlion  of  her  si/ip/us  p 
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pu'atioK,  in  the  exlensiw  forests  and  tndoctdcd  inids  of'lhis  Cunli 
Considering  those  enactments  with  more  immediate  reference  to  llic| 
previoubly  concentrated  power  coufcned  on  the  French  Cnnadiaas 
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iiirorilH'i);n(iniii(, 

iit   a  ( 'oiiHtilnlKiiii 
■live  polii  y.  niyln 
'innih  I/,  and  viiiLn 

ocirttf' 

ii\  III  (In-  (lovcniiir, 
DisliiclH,  ('t>imlit>,| 
ami  iipixiiiiliii^;  llic^ 
y  nifh  iTspiHtivtly; 
isivi'  luul  slalcsiiiiiii-l 
|)crs(ii\a|.!;r  i-iitnislnl^ 
vcnimrnt.      \Muiiii| 

////  /H'i*/l/ci/,  or   MM  IV. 

i«  llial  ili  |»o|Hilalinii| 
r    powil;   lull,    ulini 
ivsi-  ol"  liuinan  all'.iiiv 
an  iimm-nsc  popnli- 
illy  ciiiitinul  tlir  (In 
)M  lliat    llu-  foiuiun. 
iifs  lor  imiacssiiii,'  \u 
—by  publisliiiif;  laws! 
lan^iiat.;^  ol"  lla-   cd 
■mnil  ol'  old  SulijnU 
i«iili};l>lrnctl   ami  ln-l 
by  solUM\inK  01"  alilil 
iliii^  COMUHOM  objnl 
tl)    llir  |U'niiaii(;nt  inl 
llavini;;  tbiis  ailvcilnl 
It  of,  in  till-  pn  liiiii' 
iiTsiMitativf  (ioviiii-l 
itw  ol'du'  ConMili 
lions,  irmilatiiij^  'lij 
L'amliilaU-s,  no  ni.ui 
•e  nsctaidanfy  ol"  tlnj 
N  over  tlio  ivst  ol'lii' 
0  (a)Virnpu'nt  ol  lii»| 

>niblv.     'i'lii^  "'""t  '^ 
ij  ;v  (L\)nslitution  to  ;i| 

its   consi'tpuMU'cs  ill 
'ily  conii)0hccl  cl"  inr-f 
ij;i"on,  luul   lanj^aad 
ry  rational  and  lej^HH 
raise  up  a  tvorthij  l'^(\ 
reive  lier  i)i.'^ini(ii  ■'] 
lion  of  her  smplus 
Dids'oflhis  Vuntimr'X 
•diale'rctcrcncc  to  tlicj 

I'lcnch  Canadian^,  \ 
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lllic  I  slal)lc<liiii(  lit    of    I'mirli   laws   and   tlic    KuiniJi   rclij^ion  by  llic 

miiclii't    All.   "<•  pcntivc  llial  llic  alrio^l  iiiiivi  i'<al  Hiiiriii^c  rxinidtd 

|iy  llic  Constiliilional  Ad  lolliis  part  ot'tlic  population,  nniHt  lend  |(» 

hiinrlnatc  llirir  inclination  to   be   a   nrpmiilc   people,   and    to   direct 

lllu'ia  in    clioDsin^    KeprcsenlativcH,   pli  d;rrd  In  niaiiilain  lliis  iavorilt; 
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loliii'Ct  ;  and  a  s('in|inlons  i>"<'nti  hi  Io  llie  it  tleniplion  ol  llii.s  p!  dgo 
}iiiH  never  I'ailed  to  innnre  tlie  ii  elecliini  of  tlic  old  Members  ;  many 
(il'wiioni  alreaily  cooHider  tlieir  pi  liiical  po\M'r  an<l  bmclioiiN  in  tlic 
(iiiv(  rninent  as  llniMseciirrd  diirin  their  n.ilinal  lives.  On  lliis  point, 
iiidcrd,  we  eliiefly  rest  our  liypollie<is  ol  llie  iiionii|>i)lisiii^  ambilion  of 
he  I'reneli  ('aiiadian  Leaders  in  llir  Noiise  of  AsHcmbly.  In  tlieso 
iiiiK'lnients,  and  in  llic  |)eenliar  cliaraclerislicH,  and  insnialin;^  prejii- 
[li((  s  of  tlie  i'.lcclors,  we  find  tlie  It  si,  wliilc  the  inea.-.iireM  of  llic 
'  I'tril  laciiitale  llic   eoinnient  oidiii-  dnetiiiie  <n  lliis  iiiriiirlant  kiiIi- 

1,  Iraiii^lit  will)  dani'cr  to    Ibili^b  ('ol'inisalion  and  Asciiidancy   in 

s  ('onnlry.     I'lit,  belbre  descemliii^  Io  ibc  particular  acts,  i.idicatin;^ 

,,„'|)in  poses  oillic  eleclcd,  wc  shall  describe,  in  geiuTal  terms,  the  el- 

ficts  oi'  the  present  ( 'onstitnlion  iipnii  ihe  spirit  and  disposiiion  ol"  llio 

nat  niajorily  (•flhi'  I'Jecfors.     I'arlly   from  incapacity  to  appreciate! 

I  exercise  l.lie  political  power  with  wlii(  h  ihey  had  been  invested, 
..I  partly  iVoin  some  remainin;.^  (hTerencc  \\>r  their  l'",nglish  I'Vllovv 
jiih'H'i  ts,  ihey  used  their  ascendancy  it  (ir.^t,  with  inoih  i.i'ion  ;  but 
lliis  (iisposili(n)  was  not  ol  Ioh'j;  cmitiniiance  ;  and,  ko  early  as  llu;  hc- 
liiiid  elceli(ni,  in  llu;  year  IViKj,  it  yielded  to  the  inveterat(;  anti-l'ri- 
isli  iiiid  anii-cnmnu  reial  prejndiees,  by  wlii(h,  niidcr  ihe  incl•eanin^ 
fNciileniciit  ol"  their  licadcrs,  they  ha\c  not  ei  asi  d  to  be  actuated. 
)i!riiiji;  some  years,  while  many  saiijfiiine  and  active  I'rilish  Capihd- 
ti  Ju.iilily  combined  in  exercisin;^  thai  inlliiencc  which  ihiir  ibrtiincH 
Ind  their  mcan:^  of  jrivinu;  favors  and  employment,  produced  upon  a 
biiisaiiiry  gem  rally  poor,  a  lew  Ah  nihcrs  ;iii  lully  to  llic  Ibili.^h  and 
-Icicantilc  interests  were  chosen;  but  v\hcn  the  native  Leaders, 
r/.rtuy/rn?  antl  Solarifs,)  by  look  ng  on,  had  obtained  some  know- 
^ilp'..'  of  the  j^anie,  ihosi  inliresls  \m  re  qnidiiy  nnderminid  ;  and  it  is 
,  liuinilialing  fact  that,  notwillisl.iiidiiif;  vigorous  elTorts  i  awed  at  in- 
brvals,  the  Ibitisb  and  Mcreantile  Minoriiy  haw  dwindled  to  insignili- 
niicy,  exhibiting  in  various  Stjssions  ofreeeait  i'arliuinents,  tiic  alarm- 
Jfj  ease  of  the  IVovineial  Administralintv  being  supported,  in  rigl  cS 
liid  measures  alisolutely  necessary  for  its  benclicia'  exisleiM  r,  by  on- 
'  three  Members,  out  of  the  fifty  which  compose  the  popular  branch 

"tlie  Legislature.  This  pe>int  gained  in  tlie  stead)  march  towards 
l)n)[)lele  ascendancy,  uneler  the  baiuu.is  ot  ;t  v.eious  Constitution, 
ns  iu)w  apparently  enabled  the  French  Canaelian  Leaders  to  dictate 
fcrnis  to  his  Majesty's  Representative  and  to  the  Colonial  Depart- 
ment of  the   Imperial  Government;  and  if  we  could  suppose  the  ac- 

Dptanee  of  those  terms,  we  coulel  have  no  do"  'it  but  the  triumphant 
Jajority  -.vould  speedily  contrive  the  me  ans  of  making  the  whole  Pro- 
Ince  contribute  to  the  wealth  anel  permanent  power  of  themselves 
^d  their  friends.     That  the  Leaders  in  question  f.atter  themgcive? 
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with  having  a  nearer  prospect  than  ever  of  this  consummation  we  can- 
not doubt,  and  that  they  will  not  be  scrupulous  as  to  the  means  ( 
obtaining  their  ends  we  feel  convinced,  not  only  by  the  history  of 
parties  in  other  countries,  but  likewise  by  that  review  which  we  have 
recently  taken  of  the  most  remarkable  steps  evincing  ambition  in  th? 
House  of  Assembly,  and  which  we  shall  now  proceed  to  bring  before 
our  readers,  with  all  due  deference  to  their  judgment. 
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CHAP.  II. 

A.  D.  1792-I794-. 

The  first  House  of  Aisembly, — Its  composition  and  the  consequeneei  of  being 
ftjrmed  entirely  on  the  principle  of  actual  population*  insuring  French, 
Canadian  Ascendancy. —Practical  inconvenirncies  of  the  Act  31  Geo,  III. 
Cap,  iil.— The  important  omission  of  not  prescribing  that  the  Minutes  of 
Proceedings  should  be  in  the  English  language  on  I j/. —Provident  conduct  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Utates  contrasted  with  thisotnission. — First  Ses- 
sion opened  by  U.  Gov.  Clarke. —  The  choice  of  Mr.  Panel  as  Speaker^ 
though  unfit  to  express  him-<elf  iji  the  native  language  of  the  Sovereign.  - 
Debate  upon  this  choice  of  a  Speaker,  with  the  names  of  the  Members  in  fa- 
vor of  a  Speaker  acquainted  with  both  languages.— First  Proceedings  to  re- 
cover the  Jesuits*  Estates,  reserved  by  the^Crown. — Decorum  preserved  in  the 
House  and  the  cause  of  its  moderation. — Reflections  arising  from  the  immC' 
ilinte  operation  of  the  new  Constitution  in  perpetuatinq;  the  ascendancy  of 
French  laws,  language,  and  characteristics.  — The  Members  chiefly  occupied 
with  f raining  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  proceedings  of  the  House.  -One 
Money  Hill  only  passed,  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  Salaries  of  the 
Officers  of  bdh  branches  of  the  Legislature.  —Abjrtiue  attempt  by  the  Majo- 
rity to  record  prefatory  Speeches  on  Motions  in  the  Journals  of  the  House. 
—Delusion  of  the  Minority  as  to  the  effects  of  the  new  Constitution.— Second 
Session  opened  by  Lord  Dorchester,  the  Governor  General.— His  Speech  to 
bjth  Houses,  flattering  th^  popular  branch.  —  The  Judicature  Bill. — The  Mi- 
litia Bill The  Bill  for  regulating  Aliens.  — The  manenuvre  of  the  Majori- 
ty to  delay  or  defeat  the  measures  proptsed  by  the  Executive  or  Legislative 
Council,  by  causing  adjourn  meats  from  want  of  the  ordinary  Quorum,  be- 
ing 17  Members. —Be flection  on  this  manceuvre,  indicating  a  gentleness  of 
manner,  which  was  afterwards  abandoned. 


Our  review  of  tlic  most  remarkable  steps  evincing  ambition  in 
[tlie  Leaders  of"  the  House  of  Assembly,  may  conveniently  contain 
jrjpf  notices  of  the  most  important  measures  of  the  Legislature  and 
iovernment,  chronologically  arranged;  but  this  will  be  considered 
secondary  to  the  main  object  of  enquiry; — for  the  attainment  of  which, 
it  will  be  proper  to  decide  on  particular  epochs,  not  entirely  conHii- 
^ng  them  to  the  duration  of  one  Assembly. 

The  first  epoch,  however,  we  wish  to  comprehend  the  first  House 
of  Assembly,  during  which  the  natural  operation  of  the  Constitution 
md  the  first  dawnings  o" that  ambition,  which  has  only  recently  reach- 
ed its  noontide  altitude,  are  discernable. 

The  first  House  of  Assembly,  summoned  by  Lieutenant  Gov- 
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crnor  Clarke,  met  on  the  17lh  Doecinbcr,  1702,  niul  was  proropiuil| 
by  liim  on  the  9th  May,  179.'J. 

The  Representation,  as  already  mentioned,  having  been  entirely  re- 
gulatcd  on  the  principle  of  actual  population,  the  French  Canadians,] 
notwithstanding  their  comparative  ignorance  of  the  management  of  a 
free  government,  returned  thirty-five  Members  from  among  them. 
selves,  out  of  the  filty  vvhich  composed  the  whole  popular  brandi.l 
leaving  for  the  Knglish  an  influential  Minority  of  fifteen,  consisti-u 
chiefiy  of  respecta!)le  merchants  and  traders,  deeply  interested  in  tie 
advancement  of  the  country,  and  in  the  developement  of  its  commer- 
cial resources. 

The  inconvetiiencc  of  the  Act  31  Geo.  III.  cap.  31,  containing  ilicl 
same  Constitution  for  two  Provinces,  widely  differing  in  the  origin  ami 
disposition  of  their  respective  population,  was  experienced  by  the  Mi- 
nority   before   mentioned,   at   the   commencement   of  this    Session. I 
However  politic  and  desirable,  the  Act  in  question  had  not  enacted 
that  the  minutes  of  proceedings  in  the  '\ssend)ly  should  be  reconld 
in  the  native  language  of  the  Sovereign  ;*   and,  by  this  negligence, 
the  Members  were  left  without  any  ^Ifectual  stimulus  ro  acquire  the| 
English  language,  or  to  study    Precedents  of  Legislative  proceed- 
ings, .agreeably   to  the  practice  of  the  British  Constitution,   in  thoirl 
original  dress,  being  tempted  on  the  contrary  to  trust  to  translations, 
on  subjects  requiring  the  greatest  nicety  of  discrimination.     Wcdo 
not  here  allude  to  translations  used  merely  as  a  means  of  acquiring  A 
language,  but  to  that  characteristic  propet)siiy  of  establishing  Frencli 
as  the  text  and  standard  of  Canadian  Legislation  and  J.,egislative  pro- 
ceedings.    The  Majority,  in  obedience  to  this  propensity  and  to  the  I 
narrow  view  of  personal  convenience,  obtained  the  expensive  record  cfl 
the  proceedings  of  the  Assembly  in  the  French  language ;  and  the! 
uniform  tendency  of  its  measures  has  been  to  turn  English  law  andl 
politics  into  French,  instead  of  accommodating  the  rest  of  his  Majes-f 
ty's  Subjects  with  translations  of  French  law  into  English.     The  Par-I 
liament  of  (jreat  Britain  neglected  the  policy  of  stimulating  the  nevrl 
Subjects  to  the  study  of  constitutional  law  in  its  original  sources,  wliilej 
the    whole  tendency  of  the  Canadian  legislation  and  practice  is  to  I 
force  Englishmen  to  study  French,  and  in  no  small  degree  to  beconiel 
Frenchmen,  and  coaltsce  with  the  Nation  Canadicnne.     The  next  cir-f 
cums'tance  worthy  of  remark  is,  that  though  the  Majority  of  this  first] 
and  best  House  of  Assembly  professed  great  eagerness  to  draw  con- 
stitutional information  from  English  sources,  they,  nevertheless,  didl 
not  elect  as  their  Speaker  or  oracle  of  constitutional  law,  an  English-| 

•  It  IB  not  unworthy  of  remark  here,  that  an  important  arrangement  of  this  na- 
ture was  duly  provided  for  by  the  Con/i;ress  of  the  United  States,  when,  in  com- 
pliance with  their  I'reaty  with  France,  they  admitted  the  Territory  of  Louisiaiii,! 
chiefly  inhabited  by  a  French  population,  into  their  Confederation.  The  Actofl 
Con)<ress  on  the  occasion,  enacted  that  all  minutes  of  proceedings  in  the  Senatf,r 
Courts  and  Legislature  should  be  exclusively  recorded  in  the  language  of  the  Coa.[ 
atitution  of  the  United  States,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  English  l,inguage. 
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Inian;  as  thry  might  have  done,  well  versed  in  both  languages,  but  ihcy 
Iciiosc  a  French  Clanudian,  who,  in  the  usual   cerenioniid  of  induc- 
Ition  into  oflice,  declared  to  the  Governor  t/iat  he  could  nntjf  express 
ytim.icl/  in  the  primitive  language  o/  his  native  count r if.     This  practice 
of  choosing  a  French  Canadian  as  a  Speaker,  has  been  uniformly  fol- 
lowed; and  the  verbal  cojnmunications  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
nth  an  English  Governor,  have  always  grated  his  ear  with  a  foreign 
icccnt.* 

•  This  affair  of  the  choice  of  a  Spenkpr  of  ihe  firRt  House  of  Atnemhly  U  so  im- 
orMiit,  that  we  shall  here  <;:ve  u  partiruliir  account  uf  its  mnuH^^einvnt. 

The  miiioiily  niipear  tj  have  de«ired  lime  for  dvliheration.  but  the  majority  had 
liade  up  ihi'ir  minds  on  the  suhji-ct,  and  with  difficulty  allowed  a  dtUy  from  the 
^Tfiiint;  of  Monday  till  Tuesday,  at  10  o'clock,  A    M. 

Mr.  Duniere  proposed  J.  A.  Panet,  Esq.,  as  Speaker,  and  vras  seconded  by  Mr. 
)ebmine,  who  stnted  that  Mr.  Punet  possessed  a  fuiidainentnl  knowledge  of  tho 
uunii'ipul  law  of  the  country,  which  rendered  him  peculiarly  qualified  for  the  office. 

Mr.  M'Gill  proposed  William  Grant,  Esq.,  as  Speaker  ;— he  said  that  an  essen- 
tial qualification  in  the  Speaker  was  a  perfect  knowled{{c  of  the  English  and  French 
in|{u:iges,  without  which  in  thut  House,  where  some  Members  understood  no  Kn« 
b'itli,  and  others  spoke  no  French,  the  business  without  the  ready  'Instruction  of  ihu 
^IKaker,  would  be  continually  retarded ;— that  Mr.  Panel's  deficiency  and  Mr. 
grant's  quidificatiun  in  this  particular  wcri>  equally  well  known  ;  that  the  latter  had 
kknowledge  equal  to  that  uf  any  other  person  in  the  laws  of  the  country— and 
kmnlong  residenco,  was  well  acquainted  with  its  local  interests;  that  his  former  si- 

iMiiun  in  the  service  of  Government,  gave  him  the  knowledge  of  forms  and  the  ha- 
h^required  fur  conducting  public  business;  and  in  fine,  tiking  all  Mr.  Grant'a 
lualiSciitions  together,  he  considered  him  the  tittebt  p^irson  to  be  Speaker  of  the 
linu^e. 

.Mr.  Dambourges  seconded  the  motion.  Mr.  Bedard  said  that  Mr.  Panct  knew 
nmigh  of  the  English  language  to  conduct  the  public  business. 

Mr.  Richardson  observed  that  it  was  not  a  smattering  knowledge  of  either  lan- 

[laije  (hat  could  enable  the  Speaker  to  do  justice  to  the  House  in  mutual  explana- 
ions  hrtwcen  Members,  in  tr.mslating  inoliuns  and  other  papers,  and  in  commu- 
li(aiiiins  with  bis  Majesty's  Ilcprosentative — that  the  transactions  between  the 
IpfHkfr  an<i  the  King's  Uepreseniative,  should  be  in  the  languigc  of  the  F.mpire,  to 
lliicli  we  had  the  happiness  to  belong,  whatever  might  be  the  language  of  debate  in 
pat  House. 

Mr,  P.  Louis  Panct  said,  "  To  solve  the  question,  I  will  ask  wlielher  this  Coio- 
[ny  is,  or  is  not,  an  English  Colony?  what  is  the  lan<{uage  of  tlie  Sovereign,  and 
I  of  the  Legislature  from  whom  we  hold   the  Constitution    which   assembles  us  this 

day?  what  is  the  general  lan;;uageof  tlie  Empire?  what  is  thntof  one  part  of  our 
I  I'vllow  subjects  ?  what  will  tliut  of  the  other    and  of  the   whole    Ptovince  be   at  a 

curuin  epi)ch  ?     It  is  my  opinion  that  there  i*  an  alsolule  necessity  tliat  ilie  Cana. 

Hians  in  course  of  time  adopt  the  English  langii.igc,  as  tli^.'  only  nuans  of  dissi. 
I  piling  the  repugnance  and  suspicions  which  the  diiference  of  l<ingua:re  would 
jl'ivpup  between  people  united   l)y  circumstai.ces  and  necessitated  to  live  to^o- 

ilier;  but  in  expectation  of  t'.he  accomplishment  of  this  happy  change,  I  think  it 
jisbut  decent  that  the  Speaker,  on  whom  we  mny  fix  our  ciioice,  be  one  who  {:dn 
I  express  himself  in  English  when  he  addresses  himself  to  the  Representative  of 
lour  Sovereign." 

In   the  course    of  the  debate,   Mr.    Papineaii  having  'said   that  he  und<>rstoo<| 

*l  some  objection  lav  against  Mr.  Grant's  election,  and  Mr.  Dehonne  aihliii;;  that 
IPnition  w.is  actually  signed  by  a  number  of  ihe  Electors  of  the  Upper  I'own  of 
|iU'bvc  aiain-.l  his  leiurn,  Mr.  Grant  said  he  had  heard  of  no  such  Petition— nor 
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Tliirt  CwHt    Si'SHion   wiH   lurllirr  nMnr.rknliU' by  a  IVliliim   rrt»iii  ilio 
Count V  of  (^irlict',   |M'iiyii)^  tlio    As<4('tiility  to  iisr  Micaiis  tor  |iliiriiiJ 
the  pto|H*ilY  oi'  the  Inlr  Order  otJcHiiiiM  iil  tlu'  iliMpoHiil  of  llic  I'd 
viiH'iiil  l.('fri^llllM^(^   iui«l  iipplyin^  it  to  iin  ori^iiuil   (IcHtitinlioM,  MliiilJ 
utiH  alK'^ctl  to  lie  •he  Hiippoti  ol'ri.!'i'^(<H  aiul  HciniiiarirH  tor  llu'  nlii< 
latioii  ol  tliv  iiivlivrM  «)!' Canada.     On  this  .subject,  an  AddreKs  to  Ihm 
IMnjoHty  waH  \o\ci\  on  ihv  I  III)  of  April,  17!''^  tln'  rrnvdt  ofwliicli  mi|| 
be  li('i'(<alh>r  incnlioned.     Tlie   rrniaiiiM  of  tlie  old  I'Vctu'li  politciicsi, 
and  a  iaudaMc  (lefrrenco  to  tlu'ir  fellow  Kubjeeln  i^ept  up  deeoruiii  in 
the  proeeedin^s  ol'the  Majority  during''  tluN  SeHnion  ;  hut  the  naliiml 
opera(i«)n  of  (h(<  new  CouMtitution  must  already  have  Hiruek  every  iiiaiil 
oi' observation,  and  indueed  him  to  antieipate  ils  irm/inri/   lo  }},i\r  A 
innin/r/c  <iscnn/(inn/   lo  the   rrrnc/t    ('iinniiidfis,  their  /aws,   innniuti^r, 
nnd  ihrtroiirristics  in  l/ir  popular  brum' h  of  the  Lri^isliiturr,  and  to  ti 
lomatre  mi  their  leaders  at  a  future  day,  that  exclusive  andiition  Mliiihl 
iiiuv  <listin>;nishes  them,  and   whiih,  if  not   npeediiy  and  c(reeliiiilly 
ehe<'ktd,   u ill  make  the  whole  eonntrv  tributary  to  their  ag^ratuiijc- 
inent,  ami  to  the  support  of  their  fannlien  and  dependents. 

The  time  oi'  the  Members  diu'in^  the  tirst  Session  had  been  no  niiichl 
oeeu|)ied  with  the  preliminaricH  of  legislation,  including  the  a(h)ptioiiofl 
WulesamI  Hegulalions  for  proceedings,  that  oidy  eight  Acts  were  pas!).[ 
Cil,  consisting  chietly  uf  temporary  prolongations  of  previuuHurdinaiiuil 

«vn'«  Iio  nwnrt>  or  nny  ftrmmil  ofooniplitiiit  iip;nin<<t  liin  vlri'tion  ;  l)iil  if  tliv  prpnrnt  nlJ 
liKHiiitDs  hIioiiM  Iiiivc  aity  <*vitfht  wiiti  llip  IMrnihert,  liu  would,  in  §iiili  oiisp,  rcroniJ 
miMxl  tlio  Altrntion  of  tliv  IIoiim'  lo  Mr.  M'Ciill,  wlio  wnn  iiiHxtvr  uf  iliv  liin^iiH|{ii,l 
unit  ill  ovpry  loiptvl  l>i>l(vr  tiiiulilloit  timii  lie,  or  perliaps  than  nny  otliur  Mvnihvr,  lol 
fill  tlu'  oUiiv  of  Spi'rtkiT. 

Mr.  I.«'«'H  ihon,  nlliidin);  to  a  prrco«lcnl  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  (Jn-nt  DriJ 
(410,  inovoil  Hint  Mr.  M'(«ill  lie  «>li>i'it><i  Speiikvr  of  iho  Ilonw,  wliu-h  luing  necoiuyl 
Ity  Mr.  (irant,  Mr.  Wnlkvr  anlit-ipatini^  an  ohjpction  to  Mr.  M'tiill  from  Inn  l)ein|l 
III!  I'Aivuiive  Counrillor,  moved  that  Mr.  .lordan  be  vli-ctvd  Sputiker  of  (he  IIuusc-| 
wlilcli  motion  wax  r.-uried. 

.After  a  long  deliate  and  much  detnltory  eonveriinlion,  the  ori^^innl  qneKtion  wmI 
finally  pn(,  "  I'l)i«(  Mr.  J.  A.  Paiiut  liet'lvoled  Speaker  of  lhi»  House,"  when  tii«rt| 
appeared  for  the  i]tieNtion.-,~\{B 

/igain>t,  -~.w>... .w~. . ,~  ^  1 8 

JMiijority  for  Mr.  Panet^lO 

Mr.  I'.iuet  was  then  condiii-ted  to  (he  Chair  l>y  severnl  MemhPM. 

riie  following  are  the  names  of  Members  who  voted  a;;iiinst  Mr.  Panet,  Riutwii4| 
mny  be  i-onsidered  (o  have  been  in  favor  of  having  a  Speaker  perfectly  aci]uuiiiuil| 
with  botli  lan-'iiiices:  — 


jMossrs. 

SalalH.>rry, 

ai 

essrs. 

O'Hara, 

Dam  boil  rjies, 

tt 

Walker, 

P.  Louiii  Panet, 

•« 

('oflin, 

Jamei  M'oill, 

<t 

Uiehardson, 

Cm  ant. 

•1 

Jordan, 

Frobisher, 

i« 

'1'od.t, 

I  .es(er, 

•  ( 

l-ynd, 

Young, 

It 

Lees, 

MuciiiUvr, 

II 

13ariies. 
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oCiIh'  (Mivi'nvir  ami  l.c^ixliiHvr  Cmmril,  imdrr  flir  Act  I  I-  fJco.  I  If. 
(•!i|».  H!l.  OiH'  MoiH-y  llill,  liowcvrr,  wns  piiHHccI,  'A^  (iro.  III.,  ciip  S, 
rtifiJliMl,  •*  tin  /lit  fo  r%fii/)/is/i  a  I-'hui/  /itr  (fr/mi/iiin  tlir  Snhtrti'H  n/  Ihit 
"  (ff/irrn  nf'lhr  l.ryii/iitiva  Cmnivil  inid  Assvtnhlif,  tofrrl/irr  ivit/i  l/m 
"'  K'lintinirrn/  r.vjtrtist's  thrtcnf,"  wliicli  is  I  lie  more  worfiiy  of  licin^  inori* 
tidiird,  ln'caUMc  llic  r«'vciiiic  dnivcil  llicrclVom,  Iiiin  Im-cii  lavishly  up. 
pi()|iriat('(i  to  iIh' rxpniHCH  nC  (III*  llniimror  \Mv\\\\i\y  ;  tliu  aluriiiing 
cntniiHr  of  whit  li  will  lu-n-'aricr  hv.  nolicrji. 

Il  liiiH  hccii  pliitiHilily  aHHirfi'd,  tliaf  if  tlic  lialiits  of  liiiHincn*  poH- 
RC'^si'd  l)y  Ntiiiir  of  the    Kiiglinli    MctnlxTS  had  not    iiilcrlcrcd,  the  ah' 
Igiiniily  orrlic  vxpcrimnit  orcoiifcriiri;^  power  <iii  flu-  I'Vcmli  Canadian 
Mttjoriiy  would  have  hrcn  shown  in  a  convincing  I'k'*'  ''*''<  '■'''*t  •'^(-'i' 
lioa ;  and  one  liltlc   lint    tcniU   Ktnm^ly  to  mipport    thin  u.sHorlion, 
immcly.  tliat  nonu.'  oClhc  l.cadct'H  insintcd  upon  llavin^  a  lon^;  Hpccch, 
luiKicr  (he  dis^niMo  ol'a  prcliM c  to  a  motion,  recorded  in  the  .loiirnuU 
of  the  AHwemhIy.     This  was  checked   by  the  minority;  and  'he  (iov- 
Irrnnieiit  wan   thnn   deprived  of    the   nu-anH  of  contemplating  u  full 
llciigth  picture   «d'  the  Hcntimunfrt   and  dcHij^tiH  of  the  Majority.     The 
jcry  orihe  Minority  was — "  l.d  us  nil  put.  aiir  slmi'ldcrs  to  I  In;  wheel,  mid 
\((  the  I'.uidish  ('i)nstitiifion  have  a  fiiir  trial  nninu<r  Frrnc/nurn,"      Be- 
lievolenee  or   vanity    in  Honie,  expectation  of'(dilce  in  others,  all  the 
Musions  cond»ined  at  the  moment  t«»  cover  the  defects  of  the  CcniKti- 
pioa  ;  and  the  Lieutenant  (iovernor  in  hin  Speech  at  the  close  ul'  tlio 
Seasion,  aHsisted  in  ctmcealinf;  from  the  puhlie,  the  waste  of  time  which 
hud  taken  place.     A  reference  to  our  precedinj^  remarkn  will  convince 
mry  unprejudiced  mind  thiit  the  AetH  li  (ieo.  III.  cap.  8;j,  and  'M, 
Geo.  III.  cap.  .'51,  bothcomhining  to  form  theC-onntitution,  are  a  more 
Dtitwnrd  Hcnd>lance  of  the  liritiKJi  (Constitution,  and  that  the  circum- 
ktance   of  their  being  foimded  u|)(m  the  rc-e,stablishment  of  French 
laMs,  and   the  endowment  of  the    Honn'sh  religion,  renderH  the  pre- 
kemled  resemblance  and  analogy  to  the  British    Constitution  a  cum- 
^ifte  delusion,  so  Jar  as  Etiglis/nnen  and  their  daccndarUs  are  cort- 
nned. 

The  first  Session  of  the  Assembly  bad  only  proceeded  on  Finance 

K)  far  as  the  feeling  of  self-preservation  suggested,  by  providing  a  fund 

W  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  new  Legislature;  but  u  new  scene 

kas  presented  to  the  Members  next  Session,  which  was  opened  by 

|is  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Chief,  Guy  Lord  Dorchester,  with  a 

Host  gracious  speech,  peculiarly  flattering  to  the  popular  branch,  in 

Hiich  he  intimated  that  detailed  accounts  of  the  Provincial  Revenue 

the  Crown  would  be  laid  before  them,  but  that  no  subsidy  would 

k  required,  till  deliberation  during  the  present  Session  had  enabled 

iicm  to  mature  their  plans  for  a  financial  system,  si.ited  to  the  cir- 

imstanees  of  the  Province.     The  establishment  of  Courts  of  Jus- 

[ce  and  of  a  Militia  Law  was  particularly  pressed  upon  the  attention 

both  branches  of  the  Legislature ;  and  the  Addresses  in  reply  were 

Eplctc  with  loyalty  to  tlic  King,  and  compliment  to  his  Representative. 


mri 


\l 


'     t 


18 


I'OlirUAI      ANN\'H 


[rinr, 


"  y 


TliiH  Siniioit  MUM  irniiiiktiMi' li)i  iM«lti«liv.  DwinK,  in  RtHn«Miii'n>iiri, 
l«>  itir  piiiK|t«'«-l  ot'pltii  I'M  Miitl  HAliiiirit.  uliith  llic  .liKliniliiic  inul  Mili- 
lilt  HtlU  lu<i«l  I'orlli ;  mill  llii>  )iii>»'ii^r  ol  ilir  Alirti  Hill,  or  At'l  liir  ilir 
Itrllrv  plrNi'iviiliitn  III'  lii<«  .>tii|r>i|\ 'h  ( iiivrniinriil,  ninrrtiril  |ioMrM 
on  llir  l'.\rrnli\i<  mIiiiIi  r\iiirril  loiiliilrnri'  in  i(>«  ninilrtiilinii. 

\\  r  sliiill  niniliiMi  iMir  inriilcitl  nl'tliiM  ScHNitiii,   nillirr  on   ii< « unni 
ol'ili  ^iviM^  riir  lo  it  liivorilo  iniinitiivir'  oi  llir  Miijoiiiy,  ilinn   on  lu- 
ronni  ol'ilN  inliinsii'  iin|iot'|iniro.      A  Mnnlirr.  lu'loiifMn|r  lo  llii'  IMi 
norilv,  hiivinfi;  oltlinnni  Intvo  oriiliNrnrr,  iinil  liriii^  iiltotil  lo  ijiiit  llir 
lVo\inn\  \vii«  iinrHii'il   on  an  iniion  ol  il«')il,  tvtiirli  iillr^M  il  lirnnlt  ui 
1\-uliiint(<nlin'V  pri^ilrgo  ^itvo  iimo   lo  wiinn    iinil  lon^   ilrltiilrM.  nm- 
ilnrlnl  ttilh  ntnrh  iilnlily.     'I'hr  SpniKi  r  Itiinm  IT.  in   Iom   ni|iiiiityil 
Ailvoritio,  liitd  Ntii  tl  onl  l)ii<  y\\'\\,  nnd  ttitn  niilnriilly  niovillii'fr  In  at 
kno\«lr<l^;(<  itny   olUnco  li*    |iii\in|<;  llntN  iirlril  ;  tvliilr.   on    llir  oilur 
liiind,    Nrvnal  ol'  hin  nsnnl  rtuppotlct'H  so  lii^^tily  \'iiln«Ml  llir  iitiviLp' 
olitinuMi.  ol'  I'liTilont  I'lont  inriMl,  lliiil  In*  tviis  linnlly  oblif^nl  lo  mu. 
runti)  itnil  ittitKc  tin  iipolo|<y  lo  llir  lloitHO.     'I'liiH  iilj'iiir  liiiil  \wvu  W- 
loiv  llu"  llonso  lioni  ili"  'JTll>  NovrnilnT  lill  llir  '.'d  .l.inniny  ;  inul  is 
drcision  had  brni  iirolniclcd  l»y  llir  niinmnvH- oriMiinlni^  iil»'<niliii)^ 
lltotii  <rlv«'!t  tvillioni  Iciivo.  and  otili^iii);  llir  llotiMr  lo  iidjonni  lor  wiini 
ol*  II  unotnni.     A  rail  ol'llu'  llonsr  lor  |lu«   L'Olli  .fanniny  hI  Itnutli 
bronghl    ihr  Inisini's  lo  issnr.  and  it  Hrsolvr  uiih  piiHHnl  ninKiM|{   it- 
rrrnnv  tit  ihr  praclioo  ol'tlto  ('oninions  orcircal  lliiliiin,  and  (U'rlnr- 
ing  ih»>  persons  ol'  Mcttihi-rs  I'lTr  I'roiu  arrrsi,  by  rivil   pioccHs.     'Ilio 
indivithmis  ronconu'il   in  iho  anrsi  wnv  voinl  unilly  ol' a  brcarli  nl 
nivilrgt',  ami  (oirrd  to  inako  snbinlHsion  and  apolofty  at  llicbar  ol'ilie 
llonso.     This  otvasion  gavo  rino  lo  anolhn*  Hi'solvf,  nainrly,  •*  7V/«( 
"  iM  all  u»pro\'i<ir(i  cases,  trsntt  s/mll  fir  had  to  tfirrutrs,  vsajirs,  ami 
*•/(>>•♦«.«  0/  the  l\irliantnif  of  (irrni   Uritaiii,  which  shall  he  f'nihwi 
'•  until  thr  Uousc  shall  think  fit  in  makr  n  rule  or  ruhs  applicalilr  h 
"  such  iinvrovidrd  casrx." 

Fi-ont  ilio  itioans  heloiv  itirnlioncd  oniploy*'*^  •<>  dofoat,  or  at  h.Kll 
dolay.  iho  question  of  privileges,  we  pereeive  thai  the  I'leneh  Caniuli'l 
ntis  wen^  as  yet  oidy  preparetl  to  assert  iheir  snpretnaey.  ftwvitcr  in  niA 
do,  and  this  luanivuvre  of  prodneing  an  adjonnnnent  (or  want  ol  a| 
quorum,  was  the  favorite  defeitsive  nteasiire  till  the  niaiorily  {'oiii-l 
jdotoly  thnnv  olf  the  mask  during  the  administration  ofsir  .laimsl 
Craig;  when  the  proposal  of  paying  the  Civil  List  was  inged  upon  liisl 
Majesty's  (tovernment,  and  the  jmispect  of  binding  and  contr<»liii|;l 
the  IVovincial  Executive  in  all  ca.ses  whatsoever  da//.led  the  views  oil 
the  lawyers  and  notaries,  and  other  native  leaders  of  the  "  Afl/io«j 
Canadienne," 


\ 
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Tliis  second  Sestion  of  th«  first    Hnute  of  A^semlily  wr*  rlonpi!   with  n  fM) 
complimeniArj  speech  by  lA>rd  DotchesU'r,  on  the  31st  May.  I79i;  iinil  nix 
were  piisscd,  of  which  one,  the  Judicature  Bill,  was  reirrwil  for  llie  signifi-alioi 
of  hit  Majesty's  pleasure,  and  only  became  a  law  the  1  llh  of  Dctcmberi  ll^i. 
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A.  I),  ivir,  .1  I'l'jn. 

Thvil  V  •'•"  "pi'Mfil  hy  l.onf  thnihi'itti ,  wh  t  tn  /m  Spei-th  t'tt/ilh  Itotitrt  vntl» 
Ihr  I'ntvniriii/  l^i>i^fiilini- hy  tfif  tifw  t.iimr  iif  I'hovini  i*i.  i'«fii.M»iP.Nr.  • 
llii  iWmifi^iM,  tfi'iinim-niliirt  Ihr  uh'II unlri  ifift  uj  l/if  I'hiiiiirrt.  /tlnnHi'f  iit- 
ItmjU  I't  III  iilifi/tfii-IViiilii/riiiinrnfliinih.  Iluilil ilyuf  the  Miym  ily  tiiturtt 
in  iilt/iiiilt'in  iirriiiiilfd  /»»,  iiinl  I  In'  Jul  in  r  fi/nm  f  ir  llir  r  ilfnui'in  of  tliitl 
Ifiiiii'  in  I'lihitin  tin  i:\lviiiiiiiii  uf  i'reiir/i  l,iiw»  ('» tin'  iirin  Sflllrmnih.  Hint' 
iiiiiiiti/'if  llii*  llinmr  ill  n  /in  mil  unit  Ulnf  Siifi/ili/.  'Ihr  liiiiitiltly<if  /iitrr  4»» 
ifiiih'irito  iirnniuiriil  ,Uh  im  i  fliiil  I  iiiiiihilvin.  In/hiinrrn/  lln-Minot  ill/ 
Aiiiii'iifiiU'iil  iviUi  Upiirr  Ciiiiiiihi,  t'lf  Ihr  iliii^iuH  iij  Ihe  iiiiiilui  t  of  I'li-imn 
Itiilin  I'llirr  HfKii/iili'iiiii  riiiiiirrteil  wilklhr  jviwen  vinifmril  ufi'in  the 
l.trniUv,-ht/  Avh  iniiimiirx  liiilii'.t  on  l.iirnH'n.  Art  f'lr  the  Innjierl i,t;i  of 
I'll  mill  I't'iirf  Uhn,  ,\rl  fn  Ihr  lU'^i  liiiliini  u/  Mm  rimirn,  f^.r.  Ituinnn' 
liiir  Art.  Cniilinil  hrtiiwrn  Ihr  uriirml  i<iiidnrt  uJlhinJiiH  lhu»e  of  An^rm- 
ft/y,  mill  ill  iniiir  irrrnt  Siirrenvn-H.  ('hi»inn  S/irri:h  of  hnil  iMnr/ir^ter, 
%1'ilh  irjlrrli'inn  iiji'tn  hi*  vitin  anil  uminniiir  rv/irrlnliitm  of  Ihr  hriirjit*  of 
Ihr  iirw  (^iiinlilnli'in.  Viimary  anil  prrnimirnt  rmmen,  frunlriitini(  lho»e 
txiirrliilinii  with  iri/irrl  I'l  Ihr  nuhjrrti  of  lliilith.  t>  ifnn.  I'ourth  Setnion, 
rrnilrrrii  imiinimil  /'.v  evrnh  ilurinn  Ihr  rrrm^,  pvoiluvinn  "  more  rxtrnuve 
f.rririnr  of  t/n-  fruii/iilive  itnil  rontro/injf  powrin  of  the  pi/m/nr  hrnnrh. 
itpi'iiril  hy  Un-il  DtnrheUrr,  who  iipiilim  to  the  I'lovinriiit  I'mltmuent  fir 
(I'l  All  '»/  Imlrmiiilif  on  (mount  of  Ihr  I'.inhmno.  Thin  Act  piumtil  with  mo. 
thji'iili'inn,  Hhawnr/  Ihr  iii/lnrnrr  o/lhc  Mmonly,  Siiine  noo'lrffrrti  'if  the. 
mirrilif  which  vrnilrird  the.  Einhiirno  nrreunri/.  The  Itoiid  Ui/l,  lindlhr 
ilnficnltiCii  with  which  it  hint  to  utruir^/r  in  Ihr  llou-r  of  Amienib/y.  Ihii 
mhiliirif  nicii^iirr  brroinm  n  law  bif  the  iniiirt  in/lurnrr  of  the  I'.xrcutive  anil 
1^1  in/ill ivr  i'oiincil.  Urni'tlmicr  to  Ihr  priniiplr  of  thin  /«/;«  mrribril  to  the 
hiibit.1  of  the  ifiriU  viaJorit,y  of  the  elective  hodif,  and  exiifitii(  in  nearly 
rq nil/  face  at  Ihr  pi\'»rnl  ilai/.  'J'hr  bud  winter  roaitu,  ruutr.d  by  the  ftrm  anil 
tucklini^ofthr  Canadian  train.  Abirlivr  atlemphon  the  part  of  the  J^!ftt~ 
/iitii'C  Council,  and  the  Minority  of  the  Ilou»e  of  Ameinb/y  to  obtain  a  Hank- 
rupl  Iaiw.  The  denireoj  the  French  Canadian  Majority  to  intvodure  the 
Code  Marchand  of  France,  The  Oin$olidation  Act,  iti  effertt  and  roniequen' 
c<rv.  -The  wi»eptlicijoJhi»  Mafedy's  Iinperia/  Government  inleavinn  itd'»: 
inant.  The  temper  oj  the  IjCgiiilature  in  makin-^  thin  Act  permanent,  con- 
trasted with  that  of  future  Aatemblici.—Sume  other  Act*  of  thii  Setiion,  and 
the  praj'ectHof  a  Canal  and  Turnpike  Road  from  Montreal  to  Im  Chine.  — 
F.ndof  the  first  Provincial  Parliament  of  Ijower  Canada,  and  of  J/jrd  lJor» 
thciter's  Adni in isliiit  ion. 
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In  prii("rr«!i»ifr  f<»  lrn<"o  tlir  p»t»f»ri"<M  oCilir  lUMltitinn  nrilic  t.rniliti 
ftf  till'  lair  lliiii'P*  nt'  A>i>.rnii)lv,  ur  >iliiill  Innr  ornroon  !<•  iimIki'  tlir 
nhmfivr  rlloiiHi)!  ll)«<  Mnlixli  iiml  nuiinu'itiiil  Miinoiily  In  uliliiiii  *^>m^ 
nin*lifi(-nli<Mm  ol'lhr  <<li|  luncli  linv,  no  liir  ih  m  uiiiilnl  llir  iriiiliil  u. 
luirc  III' liintit  iiiul  ilH  |MM'iilijir  ImmiIkiim,  |»v  Mliitlillic  luitnnil  iHii  i, 
(>(' Iriitlc  in  llu'  «iHini><«>  ol'  liiiililin|:>t  iiiu)  iiii|trii\('iiM  nt  nl'  dn' mii|^ 
wcw  niiilt'iiiillv  ilii'i  Ivcil.  riu'  IriiiK  It  y  i'\  iiu'i'il  iiy  llir  I'lcncii  (  diui. 
flian  I. null  Is  imi  \\n'*  \\o'\u{  ilinin^  llic  Sl«<^inn,  nl'  uliirli  \\r  nrv  iilutiit  I'l 
(I'i'iil,  proves  |li:il  lIu'V  ronsiitcril  i(  ii  inimt  iiM|ioiltiil  iniiiiiit  dlV. 
cming  lln'  monopoly  olpoMor  in  llioniscUr'-,  inxl  lo  llio  "  Niilion  Cim. 
mlionno  ;" — il  wns  lOHorvnl.  hovM mt,  lor  llu-ir  nioic  liolii  uncrrsmn, 
to  ()tl<<nipi,  tit  II  Inlnro  iliiy,  in  llir  iidininisinilion  ol'  Lord  I  )iillMni».ir,* 
to  o\('rlun\  llio  I',n;ilisli,  and  rxicnd  llic  i'«  ndid  Irnnic,  miIIi  IIm  imti. 
ronuncrriid  linrllunM  and  old  IVcnrlt  laus,  to  cvny  pari  of  l,o«vn  (u, { 
nada.  in  dcliani-i*  ol'lhr  Irllcr  anil  Hpirii  oCniiiisli  l.c^iMJation. 

Tlio  llnid  Session  ol'uliai,  l\ir  llie  lirsi  tiino,  wan  iliirt  year  t'allcil, 
bv  l.«^ril  l)«n'eheHler,  llie  IVo\in('ial  ratlianmil,  was  opened  h\  Jm 
Lordship  uiti)  a  niosl  ^:raeionN  iSpeeeli,  r)lh  .lannary,  I7!'ri,  lidliMvol 
up  by  a  variety  oC  .Messauei*  reronnnending  llie  well  ordering  of  ilio 
Finanees  and  INdii'O  ol"  llie  Coiinliy. 

Tlio  rxteiiNive  inlliieiiee  ol'llie  I'Veneb  revolnlionary  prineiplen  diir-l 
ing  the  previous  year,   had  alarmed   all  who  had  a  large  uliike  in  llif| 
I'onotry — and  an  Assmialion  entered  into  lor  the  support  ol'liiK  Miijcu. 
tv*N  (tovernnuMit  had.  lor  ihe  niomeni,  nniled  all  men  ol' properly  iiiiijl 
niiligaled  party  spirit.     This  Session,  iherelore,  was  e(m.<i<h're«l  a  pro. 
piliotis  reason  by  llie  I'.nglish  S(>igneiirs  and  other  I'roprielors,  Tor  nli' 
tHiniiig  some    modilieations    ol'   the  ietidal    tenure;    and    iliry    wcrcj 
fo  sanguine  of  eveniiial  siieeess,   that   they  ha<l  made  private  agict" 
nionts  with  new  Setllers  from  the  I'liited  States,  tor  the  eoinmiitalKinl 
oCnll  the  bnrlhens  exeepi  irns  rt  rrrz/cv,  resolving  tiu*  whole  inlo  il 
niodcrato  nnd  immutable  gionnd  rent.     Tho  eH'orls  oi'  an   infhientia 
Minority,  aOer  much  debate  and  delay,  at  length  prevailed  on  tliel 
House  of  Assembly  to  go  into  committre,  iM   IMareh,    '*  to  consiilnl 
thf  Inns,  custinns,  r}»r/ M.vaijr.v  in  /over  in  lliis  Vrovinci\  rrhuivc  to  lht\ 
tenure  of  lands^  and  the  nohts  i/rrivrd  therefrom."     On  this  oeeasioii.f 
the  Chairman,  as  a  matter  of  form,  reported   progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again:   but  il  soon  appear(<d  that  the  Majority  would  nnt| 
consent  to  make  the  s'ighrest  saeriliees  to  what  they  ealled  the  eiipi" 
dity  ot'Englis'.»  Landholders,  and  the  prejudices  of  American  Seltiirs;! 
by  a  sort  of  compromise,  the  alUnr  was  allowed  lo  pjiss  into  oblivion,! 
and  no  report  on  .ho  subject  was  ever  made.     The  proposed  cnquiryl 
into  the  feudal  tenure  was  perfectly  consistent  with  the  views  ut  tliel 

•  The  frequent  change  of  Governors  in  this  Province,  has  nlToriied  opporlunitinl 
to  the  French  Canadian  Majority  to  revive  ami  ilions  projects  repeatcilly  ilf<»aU'd;| 
and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  the  second  year  of  every  new  ndminibtralion.  if'f 
ter  a  cuteful  study  of  the  Governor's  character,  a  suitable  selection  of  claims  inconi< 
patible  with  the  preroftatiTtsof  Uiv  Crown  and  witli  the  «xisteue«of  British  Asccndto*! 
cy  an  brought  forward* 
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g  nffonled  opportunitin 
Its  rcpcHttilly  lU-r'-atiMill 
licw  Bdministrtttion.  »f' 
Iction  of  cUims  incom| 
[c«of  BniithawcndiO' 


||iili(,|i  ( ifwcriimiiil,  iiiiil  willi  HMiir  «il  I.miiI  Dun  lii'<ifir,  niio  lunl, 
iiiiinv  Vi'iir<t  Im  liirr  tliM  S(«»inii  mI'iIic  new  l,i'|{iKlHtiir«\  rri  iimimicikIi'iI 
ihr  MiiiijrrI  ;  n<*  lli'il  llir  |in  i«<  Ml  liiiliiii<  Mim  roiiHidrrol  ilrt  iHivr  ,  iuid 
llii  lliiiiMC  III'  AhhciiiI.Iv  tviiK  itMi  iroiilili'il  tviili  iiiiy  ItirilM  r   iiir"NMri:ii 

Ol  IMIIOVIllHni,    llnilM^    IiIH    l.tMlUllllt'^  Mtllllllli^tllllKHI, 

lliil  II  ilillrrfiirr  nl'  ii|iiiii)Mi  iiii  niir  or  uinrr  |iniiits  Wim  ihiI  ycl 
(■i)imi(l(  ii'ii  HiiilM'Uiil  Id  |nrvriit  llif  iimmI  iln  mivr  MiiiimitrN  inr  the  |m*- 
(11111,11  V  Nti|>|iHrl  III' llir  (imI  (•iivriiiMii'iit  wilhiii  tlii'  iVdviiiri'.  'IIk; 
vole  liir  a  Sii|i|ilv  Id  liin  .MiijchI y  wim  niiiiniiiidiiu,  iiiiil  tlic  n|)|ird|iri- 
iiliiiii  wim  iiMtilr  |irntiiiiM'iit,   iii  nrii'  tlir    l)iitii  u  nl'  CiiMldiim   iiii|)(mr(i 

lIlH  Srs»idll.        'I'llM  Sl||l|iiv'    IIIMUMMllll^  Id    I'lVI-    i  linllsllMll    i'dllllfU    Slir< 

|iti|^,  ihIiIimI  Id  llic  |iidiliiri'  III'  llir  iliilirM  iiii|Hitti'il  liy  liir  |iti|M  liiij 
I'liiliiMiii'Ml,  |irrvidiisly  Id  lite  An  nl'  |S  (icn.  III.  ni|i.  j'J,  imd  ||in 
(ll^lllll  iiiiil  Irriiliiiiiil  irvi'iiiii'  drilic  CidWti,  ^iiinlrd  Ity  Imh  iMiijrHry 
|(ir  iIm'  ihc  dl  till'  I'idvinrr,  liiivr  rrnnlly  lin  ii  llir  only  imiiiiin  oi' 
iiri'Vi'iiliii^  till'  iltHsiiliilidii  oi'tlir  ( •dvniiiiirnl,  in  rdii«ci|iicii(  r  dl  llii< 
tiiii'iiiistihilidiitij  rdiMlilidtm  nl' llir  liilU  nl'  A|i|)id|iriiilidii  |iii'<tHi'ii  liy 
the  lldiiM'  III  ANHciiilily,  iiimI  ^i-iirriilly  rrirclrd  liy  llic  l.i  ^irtliilivi! 
(iiiincil :  wlidKc  rdiiiliirl  liim  licrii  iniirdriiily  ii|)|irdvcd  nl'  liy  rvrry 
idovcnior  ami  Adiiiiiiislriilur  niiin'  liir  Im  ^iiiiiiiif^  dl'llic  liiiaiiriui  dirt- 

||llll('H. 

Till'  iiilliirni'i'  of  llir  ('(Minnrrciid   tiiiiuirily  wiih  diH|ilay('d  liiin  Fvn. 

Ifidii,  in  iil)liiiiiiiiK  llir   a|i|ii'dval  iil  llir  IIihihi'  i>i'  Ahhi  inldy   Id  an  iiii- 

ni(irliiiil  arraiiftrnicnl,  niadr  l>y  (IniiiiiiiHHiiini'rH  a|)|Hiiiil('d  llir  iiri'vidim 

LSrsitiiiii  by  llir  r('H|ii<(;liv(;  Jii>^iKliilnrcH,    I'lir  paitilidnih^  tlir  iii-vv  Ciim- 

toiii  DulirH  Irvird  al   llic  |iiii-|   nl  (jiirhrc,  lirlwi-ni  llii-  iVdvinccn  of 

l.dwi'i- and  (l|>|U'i' Canada.     At   thai   |iri'idd  of  cdiiipanilivi'ly   ^ond 

AcliiiK,  it  r('i|iiit-('d  no   lii^li   liandrd   intrrt'crnici!   on  tlitf   part  nl' ttio 

mritiNli  i'ai'liinncnt,  lo  obtain  I'lir  I'ppcr  Canada   a  jiMt  (-(inipi'iMatiori 

■for  ilopi'iviiif;  ilMcH'of' llir  natural  rif^lit  oi'inipdNin^  diilirH  on  ^oodH  Ir- 

Igiilly  iiiipiM led  into  Lowi-r  Caniida,  and  pasKin^  into  Upper  Canada. 

iXy  lliis  iirsl  a^rc(  ineiit,  tlie  llpper  Province  waH  allovvt d  one  ei^litli 

part  ol'ilic  net  produce  oi'llie  ('nHtorn  iJiilicH  already   inipoAed,  or  to 

be  itnpoHcd,  by  tbc  Le^iNlaliire  of  Lotver  (Canada,  on  imported  goodx. 

Tliu  expectalioiiH  eiilcrlained  by   tlie  connlry  at  iari^e,   of  deriving 

liivuiitagi'  i'roin   tbc  laboiOH  of  tbc   f A'^nHlatnrc,   were  evinced   tliis 

kvbidii,  by  tbc  coidideturi!  witb   wliicli  all  claHHiH  applied  for  tbo  re- 

llress  of  grievances,  and  for  tbc  enaclinent  of  lawH  for  tbe  benefit  of 

bade.     'I'bc  purpose  of  combining  revenue  witb  tbe  dalutury  rrguia- 

lidii  ofcertuin  occiiputionH,  was  cli'ected  by  an  Act  granting  additional 

Julius  on  LicciiKes,  by  wbich  tbe  conduct  of  llic  perHons  licensed  was 

ktihji'cted  to  tbe  controni  of  tbe  proper  aiitboriticK  ;  and  many  abu^cH 

fl)i('li   bad  become   prevalent    in  Iiouki  s    of   public   entertainment, 

poRt  houses,  and  litjuor  sbops,  were  tliiis  cbecked  for  some  years,  till 

^arty  spirit  increased  and  interfered  witb  tbe  impartiui  execution  of 

lie  law. 

The  improvement  of  the  manufacture  of  Pot  and  Pearl  Ashes,  was 
such  advanced  by  the  Act  of  this  Session,  appointing  Insipcctors  of 
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fliiil  iiP|iiMlinil  iiiliilr  •>{' ('iiniiitiitM  i'\|ii<i-t.  mimI  Hiiiltiiiir  viiiiniH  I'ln.i 
Mu'iiIm  I'tM  lli«>  «  mIiiiiu  I  iitriil  nl'ilv  (  liiiiiii'ii  I   iti  llir  Ml iIimIi  ntiiikrl.    ||J 
llitollit'i    \(l    lhi<4  Hiinir  Si'Msiiin,  l*it|  (Mill  I'niil    XmIh'h  tviri' iillnwiil  in 
h«<  iinpuHiMl,  lilt'  ol'tliitx.  iVniii  llir  I'ltilnl    SihIi'm;  and  ii  liMiiiiliilint|| 
Mii«  lltiiM  liiiti  (til  llip   r\lrtiHi\r  iiml   Itniilici.il  iiilrirtMiiMf,  ^Uili  li  ni 
lt-M«iiiil>4  look  |)l,i«'«'  iiikIi  I  ll)i<  « iMiiniriniil  linilv  Im'Imi'im  (iicnl  llri. 
ttlii)  iinil  l)ii>  ('nilril  SliiltH  ol'   Aitirtini,    » luilt  uiih  iiililicil  iiiiil  Id. 
ciiitu' ti  \i\\\  lo  lioili  |io\U'iH  iiDtl  lo  lliiir  il('|tinilin(  icN,  in  ilic  CMiir^vl 
oi'  file  \nn-  IT!>.'». 

Puiinff  \\u<i  S,'.si.ii»,  Mir  iiiiporfmil  ,\«'l  lor  |lii<  rrgiiliilion  nl' ||<^|is.| 
ln-<  or  Uipti'<n\x.  Miiiiiiij:t'!«  iiikI  nniiiiUHiiH  |iiimhimI:  ninl  lliin  linv,  in 
)I«<t)u'r  «mli  t)ir  t -l.tlili^bitK  III  ol'ii  (JiiiMtiiiliiii\  litr  llir  |ii-('rtn viiIImm  ,if| 
|)ti>  t'oniitt  \  iVoni  llif  inliotliu  lion  ol  |ii"<|ili'iiliiil  ili-^niMCH,  rviiin  il  liiJ 
Koli(iiu«l«>  olllu-  l.«|:islikiuu'  loi  llii'(KtiiU'(«(ir|Hiu-i',  niniiilN  iniil  lualihl 
(il'  llir  pooplo. 

ll  in  woilliy  ol' iTiiimK,  nx  fiwnntiir  n  irwftlitr  cnutrtixt  uilli  rnrntl 
r'':((/». /.  lliiil.  ol' lli(M'Ir\oii  A((»i  Hiiiulionrd  til  llio  nnl  ol"  lliin  Set.! 
niiMi,  iill  ««  i«<  prniiannil  \i  (•<  rvcrpl  llic  «mu'  N»r  llio  ir|;iiliilion  nfl 
Alirim.  Till'  In  hiivionr  ol'  llio  Mniority  hum.  in  ficnrriil.  ilccunMisI 
iioil  pjiiliniliirly  nwprrd'nl  lo  liis  NIiijohIvm  KrpiiMniliilivc,  \vlinv«l 
liu'>>s,i^,-s  Mfn>  it'iciM  il  «illi  lliiMiKs.  iiml  pi'4iinpily  tiiKrii  iiilo  {'o\wi 
drnitioii.  No  \i!<iIi!o  iulfirorriMi'  look  pluro  « illi  llu' Kiioj'H  prcniJ 
ftiiliM'  ol' Hppoilltin^  liis  oilircix,  iind  ptiying  llirin  iiccdrdin^  in  Iml 
jiidfinuMit  ol'lluir  soivii't's ;  iind  il' any  onr,  prrli-ndinf  lo  llir  Hpiiilol 
pioplus-N.  liiid  siiid  that  llio  IViMu'li  Canadian  l.rad«<i-H  of  llic  lisin^' |;i'{ 
turalion  \\«Miid  brin^  tlirir  consliluciitH  iiilti  dni'Ct  ('olliMJon  mih| 
ttu>  Inipnial  ParlianKMit  on  piTiiniary  iillairM,  IiIh  propliccv  M'(inl(|| 
havo  boon  tiTalinl  with  si'oni.  ami  liis  prrsini  spunu'd  I'l-oiu  all  dfiiii 
sori»'f\ . 

Tins  Sr>«Hion  «as  tlosoti  tin  llu»  Till  of  May,  aOcr  a  Spt'cili  rioiii 
Lord  Don  lu'stjr.  ivpli'ti*  with  appiolialioii  oltlic  nirasnrcs  and  mit 
diu't  ot'hoth  llonsrs.  It  i«,  iiidrod.  loo  proliahli*  that  hix  Loi-iIkIii 
pn'poss«>ssrd  ill  favour  ol"  tin*  IVriu'li  I'aiunlians,  parlii'ipalin)^  nUl 
ill  the  dt-lnsion  I'oninioM  to  l'",n;.;)is|inu'n,  as  to  tlir  magical  ctrcct il 
the  Hriti>h  Constitution  in  snniionniing  all  diliiculticH — iMitfriiiiiutf 
llio  lallarionti  hopi\  that  llu' siMiiblaiu'i' ol"  that  C'oiiblinition,  uikUtiIk 
uncintrollod  and  sinistor  inlhu'iu'o  oC  ImimhIi  laws  and  insulatiiimin 
jndioos.  might,  ncvorthclrss.  socuri'  the  wcllaro  oI'Iuh  IMajrHty's  Siihj 
jivts  «>r  I'ngli.sh  origin,  ami  uphold  the  ascendancy  titUritish  \n'mH 
pics  and  power  throughout  the  extensive  IVovince  of  Lower  ('jiiimlJ 

The  }>eriod  of  the  third  recess  of  this  first  Provincial  I*arlianu'ni| 
had  bivn  unusually  eventful,  rendering  the  measures  of  this  last  ScjI 
sion  extremely  interesting  to  the  student  of  the  Constitutional  lliiiMJ 
ry  of  Lower  C'anada.  New  opportunities  were  nfl'orded  for  develop 
ing  the  disposition  of  the  Majority,  and  showing  the  control  wliiclith 
popular  branch  endeavoured  to  establish  over  every  departniciil  of  th 
civil  service. 

The  Majority  continued  their  ambitious  career,  but  acted  wilhgfD] 
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|ll,,,„,«ii  iind  (li'trui'Vi 'ixiitf;  llir  rxiHiliriil  In  I'lin' iimiiIImiu  tl,  nf  iiri.iliir- 

lillU  ImIJOII'I**'*'"'**   '"'      ^^""1     *''     '*     •|MliMMM,     timl    tllllM    «IIM)'rilill(^   III   (!<''• 

liiivi)>K  ini'il'^iiiri  III' iin|iii)V('iiiriil,  mIiiimmhih  lollii  |iii  j*l<llLi"(  unil  ii|ia* 
l||,y  til  iIm'  ^rnil  liiiiiy  nrilicir  nr  Hliiiniilfi. 

iliin  S«n<«ii»M,  «liirlMMi««  M|triM  il  liy  l.oni  l>MirlirMfrr,  ?M|li  Nnvnii- 

hiT    IT!)'**  i^  tliMtiii^.iiiMlii  il  iH  fill  ill  tliiiif'  llir  l)i>l  iiiHliiiiM',  iMi<lrr  llit^ 

|('t)ii>*liliili""<  <il  11*1  /^*'l  **'  liiilriiiiiil  V  r('i|iiiriil  liy  ihr  I .  \n  titivi-  lur  iiii 

|l>x('H'i*'*'  ••(  po^vrr  iliiiin|(  llir  icnNtt :  iiihI  lliiw  fiiiiirliuM  wiin  '•iH'il  inr, 

Inil  i)liltiiiiril,  III  Mtiirl  iirnirdiliicc  uilli  llir  |iiiii'ii<('  olllir  ItiiliNli  Mi< 

Disti'V  ill  Miiiiiliir  niMi'4. 

Ill  (Mnvniiiciicc  III  llir  liiiliiii'  Ml'llit' n-ii|m  nf  |;iiilii,  lir<«t  in  llic  I 'nit* 
>il  kiiintl<"i».  •'»  •III"  inidiiiiii  nl'  (lir  yiiir  I7MI'.  imil  m*'  im  liMWcr  (';!• 
mill,  ill  liiiil    <>t    I V!'."'.    tlM<    (iovrrtiMi-  in   ('iiiiii(il.     |iioi  luiiiird    nn 
iiiliiit'fZO  t^lli  M'lVi  iMitliiliilini^  lli<>  t'S|iMil  iif'ulinit.  Ilniir  .'mil  pr  ki', 
xn  III  In  (iirill  lliitiiiii  iiihI  Im  i  iI('|m  iiilriK  ii'^  ;  jiikI  ii|!iiiii,  on  tlic   lOlll 
ll'Sriilriiilu  r,  uIimIIv  |iriiliiliiliii^,  till   llic  lOtii  ni' I  )r('(Miili«'r,  llii*  rX' 
lorl  ol  mIii'iiI  iiiiil  nlliri' )^Mii<i,  uliriitni  lloiii' niiillii'<niil.      I'or  llii-<  lust 
li'iiri'iil  riiiliiti^o  niily.  llic  iicnnsily  iil' oliliiiniii^  iiii  Art  nl  Ihdrtiinily 
iiHiicKiitnvli'ii^rd  ;  iiiid  llir  Uill  lor  lliiil  |iui|Misr  wiis  inliodnct  d,  mid 
I'll  >villi   II  |M'oiii|ililiid(>  and   iiiiiitiiinily  uliirli  (Jid  lioiKiiir  fo   ttu! 
,.,.M'  ol'  AsHcinldy.     'I'liiM  Art,  nindilicd  iit  llic  iiiHliinrc  orilic  ((iin- 
.iniitd  ini'Kirity,  nMiliiituMJ   llir  cnihiiifni  till    IhI  S('|iIi'iiiI)I'i-,  I7f">, 
liflilhr  iinn-JHii,  lliiil   iIhihc  iirlirlcH  ini^lil  he  rx|iiirtrd  li>  l'|i|M'r  Cii- 
;ii,llu<  Inidiiig  imikIh  in  llic  Indiiiii  (-(Hiniry,  mid  liis  Miijcsly'H  fj.'ir- 
im  01)  lIuHVnntMM'H.     'llic  lliird  Hcclioii  ni  liiin  Acl  iillowcd  llic  itii- 
jirtiiliiin  nl'llic  flntir  orwliciil  mid  nliiir  i^rrtiiti  iVnin  llic  I  Iiiilcd  Slali  h, 
,V  llic  H'liy  oC  Ltikc  ( 'liiiiiipliiiii,   mid  llic    llivcr   Hicliclicti,  nr  S(ircl  ; 
Hit  it  wiiH  luil  deemed  expedient  to  ii|i|ii'o|iiijit('  iiny  part  of  llic  |iiil)- 
1' monies  to    r»licvcllie  dislrcHscH  oe<'asi(Hu-(l  by  tlie   cxislin^  sear- 
ily,  which  waH  h-l'l  to  In-  inilif^'alcd   by  the  exeilions  o(*  private  hciic- 
Dli'iue,  and  by  the  adoption  of  potatoes,  as  an  important  auxiliary  to 
i<  sahsiKtcnee  of  the  pciiHanlry. 

The  ineaHmv,  however,  which  (xcilj-d  the  most  disciiR^ion  this  S'cs- 
1)11, and  which  is  rendered  intMiiorahlc  hy  the  <i|icn  cy|>rcs'-ion  ofdis* 
}iiU'iit,  and  the  inanirchlaliim  of  a  dispoKition,  in  the  ImtikIi  Caiia- 
iiitiH  under  hoiiio  native  l/cadcrs,  In  resist  tlu;  cxeciilicm  ol'lh"  laws, 

I  I  I  insalatiniiprfW"* '1'^'  ll<>»d  Act,  which,  in  a  variety  olways,  diitiirlxd  lIu-  rontino 

II  '  MaicHtv'it  Sut)B>(l  luihitK  oi'  the  peasantry,  'i'his  law,  ho  interesting;  to  the  trade  tind 
I  )t'Bi'itii)ti  i)riiH'iB|iiii(l  coniinunieation  ')('lh(>  cotintry,  laying' a  moderate  contriI)iiti(/ii 
I    f  Lower  (.'aniuliB ^'"'C  or  money  «ipon  the  people,  (or  tin;  improvement  of  their  pro- 

•1  rial  I'arlianuniwrty,  wan,  nevertheless,  deprecated  hy  home  in  the  House  ofAssirn- 
l- <«  of  this  hist  Sewy)  «s  »  precedent  lor  direct  taxes  of  ilan';t!rous  tendency.  I^vcry 
I  titutionul  lliftoBtiins,  short  ol' open  violence,  wert!  used  hy  the  Members,  most  closo 
Y  rded  lor  devclopW  connected  in  prejudice  and  interest  with  the  ignorant  Cultivator!}, 
'ontrol  which tliBtlt'fcat,  or  at  least,  delay  the  nuasure.  The  established  (juorum, 
Iniartmcnt  otthB^Jwccd  to  seventeen  Members,  could  seldom  be  obtained  for  tb(!  dis- 
^      '  Bission  of  this  ])ill ;  and,  if  the  liXecutivc,  from  views  of  the  public 

ut  acted  with  g^w'^'*^'-'*  '''*d  not  decidedly  patronised  the  measure,  it  niui't  have  fallen 
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to  the  groutiu.*     The  principal  opponents,  apparently  intimidaN, 
Mere  absent  on  tie  final  decision:  they  were  those  who   now,  wiill 
their  descendants,  are  the  most  (hstingninhed  in  resisting  every  inim. 
vation  in  the  peculiarities  of  their  countrymen,  and  to  wlioni  we  owe 
all  the  incalculable  inconverienccsof  bad  winter  roads,  caused  hj'tlie 
vicious  construction  of  the  connnon  train  or  cariole.    The  opponents  of  | 
the  Road  Act,   in  short,   were  the  men  whose  spirit  inducer  the  pre. 
Rent  Majority   to  fortify  their  constituents  in  prejudices,  whicii  cb. 
struct  the  improvement  of  the  cotmtry,  consoling  themselves  iipiin.l 
rently  for  their  own  share  of  privations,  with  the  contemplation  ofiliel 
suH'erings   of  Intruder^  as    they   now  denominate    the    inhal)itantj| 
of  Ihitish    origin,   who  have  chiefly  drawn  forth,   under  every  dis- 
couragement,  tlie  resources  of  the  country. 

Leaving  these  peculiarities  of  the  •'  Aniian  Cavadlcnne"  to  be  col-i 
lected  at  a  future  day,  to  excilf  the  scepticism  of  the  Aiitif/tinriam  (A 
the  txvenliefh  century,  we  proceed  to  notice  the  progress  of  other  mcaT 
sures,  preferring,  however,  such  as  display,  in  striking  colours,  thel 
disposition  of  the  Majority  of  the  first  and  least  formidable  1  louse  ofl 
Assembly.     The  zeal  and   influence  of  the  British  and  commcrcialf 
minority,  were  sig»alisei!  In  both  Houses,  but  many  of  their  projj'ctedl 
laws  miscarried,  through  the  jealousy  of  the  Majority.     An  essay,  fori 
instance,  towards  a  Bankrupt  Law,  was  made  in  the  Legislative  (oiuicili 
which  body  passed,  and  sent  down  for  concurrence,  '1th  March,  a  BillJ 
entitled,  "  An  Act  for  more  tffectunlli/  securing,  and  for  equnllif  dii\ 
tribuiing  among  creditors,  the  estate  and  effects  of  persons  Jailing  ii\ 
trade:* 

This  Bill,  being  much  required  by  the  state  and  trade  of  the  counJ 
try,  was  verj  politely  received  by  the  Majority;  but,  in  the  course  olj 
the  month,  while  going  through  the  usual  stages,  some  of  the  Men 
bers,  learned  in  the  French  law,  represented  that  the  law  of  the  couit 
try  formerly  comprised  certain  parrs  of  the  Code  Marchand  of  LoumJ 
.XIV.,  which,  if  properly  revived,  would  prevent   the  necessity  of iiv 
troducing  the  technicalities  of  the  Bankrupt  Law  of  England ;  thatM 
cessions  de  biens,  cessio  bonnrum,  which  compelled  the  debtor  to  givij 
up  ail  his  effects  fx)r  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  stipulating  for  person] 
at  freedom  only  without  a  discharge,  would  suit  every  purpose  oFjusj 
tice  or  mercy,  and  that  it  was  preposterous  to  throw  behind  tlieiil 
backs  the  natural  law  of  the  country,  as  restored  in   the  year  lllil 
for  the  mere  gratification  of  the  partialities  of  a  few  individuals.    Tli(f 

•  As  much  party  spirit  was  called  forth  in  the  House  ar.d  in  the  Country  by  thi 
Bill,  aRVcting,  in  no  small  dcpree,  the  election  ot'  Memhers  for  the  next  Asscmhljj 
—we  shall  suhjoiii  the  Yeas  and  Nays; — on  the  31st  of  March,  Mr.  Tnsclu'rMPj 
seconded  by  Mr.  Frobisher,  moved  that  the  Hill  do  pass  ;  whereupon,  the  House  Jij 
xided  upon  the  question,  and  the  names  were  taken  down  as  follows  :..~~Yiif 
Messrs.  Marcoux,  O'Hara,  Todd,  Frobieher,  Lynd,  Duchesnay,  Taschercau,  Gram 
YounfT,  Barnes,  Lester,  Lees  and  Richardson. 

Nays,  Messrs.  J.  A.  Fanet,  (formerly  Speaker,)  De  Rocheblave,  Boudreau, 
Bertheiot. 
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ill  gtnigfi^letl  through  thin  uppuuiiioii  till  it  wn9  actimlly  committed  on 

10  7tli  April;  hut  no  progrcHss  wuh  uiado,  and  Mr.  Young,  seconded  hy 

r.  Hirhardaon,  having  moved  a  rcconiinitnient  for  thu  1 1  th  April,  Mr. 

A.  I'anef,  seconded  hy  Mr.  (irrnnt,  moved  in  amendment,  that  the 

cominitment   should    he  postponed  to  5th  September  next;    this 

iniendinent  was  carried,  and  iho  Bill  consequently  lo8*r  by  the  cast- 

g  vote  of  the  Speaker.*     ThiH  rertult  created  great  disappointment 

I  the  part  of  the  (ranters  of  the  Dill,  who  had  formed  the  most  saa- 

inc  expectations  of  its  success. 

Among  the  njcasures,  supported  by  both  sides  of  the  House,  was 
Bill  (introduced  in  the  spirit  of  the  Governor's  recommendation  to 
iinplify  the  Finances  of  the  Province)  for  the  purpose  of  consolidating 
to  one  Act,  and  appropriating  to  the  support  of  the  Administration 
Justice  and  of  hid  Majesty's  Civil  Government,  the  Duties  levied 
(Icr  the  British  Act  of  Parliament,  14<  Geo.  III.  cap,  88,  and  the 
Dvincial  Acts,  H[i  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  8,  and  the  35th  Geo.  III.  cap.  9. 
e  course  of  events,  and  the  rising  amliition  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
,  have  proved  that  this  arrangement,  obliterating  every  trace  of 
power  of  taxation  on  the  part  of  the  British  Parliament,  Jbr  the 
rpnses  of  internal  rcxwnue,  woidd  have  been   more  convenient  than 
|litic ;  and  we  iiave,  therefore,  reason  to  congratidate  the  friends  of 
Uritish  connection,  that  this  measure,  repeatedly  carried  to  the 
tof  tlio  throne,  has  not  yet  become  a  law ;  and  that  his  Majesty's 
'ninlers  have  been  too  well  advised  of  the  tendencies  of  provincial 
rigiic  and  ambition,  to  suiFer  the  support  of  his  Majesty's  civil  cs- 
ishment  in  Lower  Canada,  to  depend  entirely  upon  the  will  of  the 
:al  Legislature.     The  British  Act,  18  Geo.  III.  cap.  12,  is  merely 
spective,  restricting  the   Imperial  Parliament  from  imposing  new 
es  on  the  Colonies,  for  the  purpose  of  revenue ;  and  by  no  subtle- 
of  construction  can  it  be  made  to  interfere  with  the  product  and 
ropriation  of  the  long  previous  Act,    14«  Geo.  III.  cap.  88.     The 
th  is,  that  the  essence  of  every  Colonial  Government  and  connec  • 

.^ ,       Ji  is  subordination  to  the  Government  of  the  Empire ;  and  that 

_f  Englft"^?  *"''M  Wry  cavil  against  this  impost   and  its  accustomed   application,  is 
d  the  debtor  to  g'^Wrely  symptomatic  of  the  natural  desire  of  all  Colonies  and  Conquests 
ipulotuig  fo*'  pcrso^^ipproxiniatc  to  independence,  and  which  in  North  America  has,  in 
very  purpose  ot  i"!»ery  important  instance,  been  prematurely  obtained.     It  is,  how- 
throw  behind  'jlf'Wi',  just  to  remark,  that  the  substitute  offered  to  his  Majesty's  Gov- 
d  in  the  year  \ ' '  jMnient,  by  this  first  House  of  Assembly,  for  the  Act  before  mention- 
\\f  individuals,    ^""m  was  a  permanent  laxv,  and  that  the  French  Canadian  Majority  had 
Jyet  dared  to  propose  that  the  support  of  the  Provinr'al  Government 
d  in  the  Country  ^j  "JBiild  depend,  like  the  Mutiny  Bill  of  England,  upon  an  annual  vote 

^*'     ;  fJiir,i«B;_^V'*'Bi  This  contest  on  the  subject  of  English  and  French  Commercial  Lsiw,  is  so  in- 

'iiigi  that  we  shall  give  the  names  of  the  voters  on  the  question.     For  tlie  amend- 

it«  and  consequently  hgainst  the  Bill:    the  Speaker,   (Lanaud>ere,)  J.    A.   Pa> 

Grant,  De  llocheblave,  Boudreau,  Bedard,  Berthelot,  Ouniere  and  De  Sala- 

■    Against  the  amendment,  and  for  the  Bill :    Menri.   Lynd,  Lees,  Letter, 

ingi  Richardson,  O'Hars,  Todd  and  Macnider. 
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The  present  was  such  n  busy  Session,  for  those  Members  who 
not  absented  themselves  for  electioneering  and  other  purposes,  that  we  I 
must  pass  hghtly  over  the  great  variety  of  projects  and  proceeding 
which   was  brought  forward  by  their  zeal  for   the   public   service, 
Among  the  Bills  which  became  laws,  and  of  great  benefit  to  the  coun- 
try, beside  those  already  mentioned,  were — 

1.  An  Act  for  the  greater  security  of  this  Province,  by  the  better  I 
regulation  of  the  Militia  thereof,  passed  in  consequence  ot  the  speciall 
recommendation  of  the  Governor  in  Chief. 

2.  An  Act  for  the  safe  Custody  and  Registration  of  all  Letters  Pa.l 
tent,  whereby  any  grant  of  the  waste  or  other  Lands  of  the  Crown,! 
lying  within  this  Province,  shall  hereafter  be  made. 

3.  An  Act  for  better  regulating  the  weights  and  rates  at  wjiidil 
certain  Coins  shall  pass  current  in  this  Province,  and  for  preventinji 
the  falsifying,  impairing,  or  counterfeiting  the  same.  r 

Among  the  projects,  showing  a  laudable  desire  to  promote  ini. 
provement,  and  which,  though  at  the  time  pronounced  premal 
ture,  were  eventually  admitted,  with  suitable  modifications,  intol 
the  Statutes  of  the  Province,  we  ought  to  mention  a  Bill  forenJ 
couraging  the  cutting  of  a  Canal  from  Montreal  to  Lachine,  anl 
a  Bill  for  making  a  Turnpike  Road  on  a  different  route  from  Monj 
treal  to  Lachine ;  both  which  were  introduced  by  the  same  patriJ 
otic  and  indefatigable  individual,  who,  in  the  administration  of  Lonf 
Dalhousie,  has  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  Canal  eomplctcil| 
and  becoming  annually  more  useful  to  the  trade  of  both  Province! 
under  his  superintendance  as  first  commissioner. 

This  eventful  Session,  being  the  fourth  and  last  of  the  iin 
Provincial  Parliament,  was  closed  on  the  4th  May,  1796,  withi 
Speech  from  Lord  Dorchester,  in  which  his  Lordship  held  forth  th 
example  of  the  present  Parliament  as  worthy  of  the  imitation  of  a 
future  Legislatures  of  Lower  Canada.  An  extraordinary  extent  i 
unfinished  business,  chiefly  connected  with  the  police  of  the  countrjj 
was  left  for  the  next  Parliament ;  the  formation  of  which,  appears  i 
an  early  part  of  the  Session  to  have  occupied  the  thoughts  of  thi 
French  Canadian  Majority,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  regular  pcrfor 
ance  of  their  legislative  duties. 
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A.  D.  1797-1798. 


ministration 


I  j^cj"(/  Provincial  Parliament. — The  second  Houie  of  Asacmbfy  more  democratic 
andh'iHile  to  improvement  than  the  Jirit — Mr.  Panel  re-elected  Speaker.— 
Geimral  Prescott'i  Adminiitration  entrgetic  and  favorable  to  JSritinh  Colo' 
tiinalion.—New  arrangement  for  the  division  of  Revenue  with  Upper  Cana- 
da. Defects  of  this  ananfrement.—Mtempt  of  the  Majority  to  alter  the 
Road  Ad.  — This  attempt  defeated  by  the  enerf^y  of  the  Government^  and  by 
the  support  of  men  of  property,  alarmed  at  the  riotous  proceedings  of  the 
Peasantry. -French  Kmissariei  fomjnting  discontent  in  the  Province.— 
The  Governor'' s  Proclamatiim  denouncing  them.— Temporary  Act  for  the 
better  preservation  of  his  Majesty's  Government.  —End  of  the  first  Session. — 
}ioteon  the  Commercial  Treaty  betucen  Great  Britain  atid  the  United  States, 
as  affeeting  the  Trade  of  Lower  Canada.-  Second  Session.— Preliminary 
gher  vat  ions  on  the  bad  conduct  of  the  Land  Granting  Department.— Meo- 
nres  of  the  Governor  to  obtain  redress  for  thelinjured  Settlers.— Royal  In* 
siniclians  for  the  equitable  arrangement  of  their  claims  and  pretension $,— 
Intrigues  of  the  Members  of  the  iMnd  Boardj  who  obtain  the  support  of 
Chief  Justice  Osgoode.— Consequent  resistance  of  the  Executive  Council  to  the 
publicat  ton  of  the  Royal  Instructions, — These  disputes  weaken  the  Government 
and  encoura;^e  the  ambition  of  the  French  Canadian  Majority  in  the  House 
cf  Assembly,— Digression  on  the  pernicious  ejects  of  lavish  grants  of  Land$ 
in  Free  and  Common  Soccage,  causing  a  reaction  in  favor  of  the  Feudal  Tf 

nure Governor's  Speech  at  theopenfng  of  the  second  Scision^  and  his  warm 

recommendation  of  the  intereats  of  Upper  Canc^a.— Improving  conduct  of 
the  Minority.— Rising  jealjusy  between  the  House  of  Assembly  and  the  Le- 
gis/ative  Council.  — The  Majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly  begins  to  show  the 
characteristic  hostility  of  its  xuccessors  to  permanent  Acts.— Much  debating 
and  lois  of  time  in  the  House  of  Assembly. — Reciprocal  communication  of 
Statutes  between  the  popular  branches  of  the  Legialatures  of  Low"  r  and  Up» 
per  Canada.— End  of  (he  second  Session. 

The  election  of  Members  for  the  second  House  of  Assembly  was 
rauenced  by  the  discontents  of  the  Peasantry  on  account  of  the  Road 
let,  by  the  alarms  of  the  Notaries  and  Lawyers,  arising  from  the  at- 
tmpt  to  introduce  the  English  Commercial  Law,  in  the  Bankrupt  Bill, 
[)d  the  vaulting  ambition  of  several  young  men,  who,  in  studying 
he  Constitution,  had  perceived  the  extent  of  power  conferred  on  the 
Nat  mass  of  the  population,  and  expected  to  profit  by  flattering  their 
jfejudices.  Some  of  the  successful  Candidates  indeed  were  political 
Inatics,  fired  by  the  perusal  of  the  doctrines  of  the  French  Itepub- 
pns,  and  of  their  supporters  in  the  United  States,  being  affected  by 
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■uch  muling  in  the  intno  mnnnrr  tin  lliu  liunoMB  Don  (^lisnir,  wl 

by  irmlinu  ronmtu'CH  (trrluvnliy,  wan  UmI  In  iti<voU<  Iun  lil'f  in  (iii<  ip. 
ttiVHH  oI'hII  ininginiil)lr  gi'U'vinu-cH.     Tiio   Miijniily  nl' iIiih   llniiMrnrl 
ANMMnltlv.  iluingli  il  cnnlninrd  only  ciglil  Monilicrnnrilic  IIimI  IIimim<, 

InoMMVctl  nnd  rxlcnilrd  in  iln  pinrlii'O  llir  piinriplp  or^niniiiiiK,  wiih 
rulnnny,  llinMnnnnpnly  nl*  iHtwrr  nniCi'mMl    by   llir  Arl«,    li  (;,-o, | 
^    II.  nip.  MM,  t«n«l  .'U  (trn.   III.  rn)».  ."M,  on  l'Vrn«h  ('nninlinnn  nCili,,  i 
KnniiHli  ri'li^ion.  >\l<o  iilnnr  uiigltl  lirnnid  In  Im<  irprcnt  iilcil  in  tlic  |in. 
pnlin- hnuu'hnrilio  l.r^iMJalnivnri.nwn  i'nnintii.     1 1  in  lrn«<  iliiil  linn. 
It'rn  MiMnhoi'M  ol'  Hrinshoriuin  wwv  rilnrntMJ,  iinil  ihiil  llu'  l''.x«>niiivii) 
hiul  ilu'  I'rnwn  l.iMvyriH  iinil  h  low  o|ln  r  nlll«'«'r«  lu'ltntfjing  In  llic  civil 
ilopm  Inirni  in  iIuh  I  Iimino  :  tinl  il  mhn  noon  rviilrni  ihiil  llu*  inlliuiMc  nf 
ibis  Minority  uiis  nttu'b  intriior  lo  lliiil  ol'ltu*  lirnl  llouNOor  AN^^MllllvJ 
nnd  thai  ibr  conuuiMi'iiil  inK^roKl  biuMuon  nuilrrinlly  woitlicind  by  ilicj 
roliirnu'nl  of  soww  fvnUwin  inul  inilrliilinublo  Mi'nilu'iK.     Mrimiimr, 
I  onl  l>»»rrlu>sU>r,  ibo  ( iov»'inn«  in  ('bi»>r,  biul  \v{\  ibo  Prnvinoi' ;  inxl  lii^ I 
nbstMUVxvussoon  piuiiiMilmly  lob,  in  lIuMvanI  oriliiil  drlorontT,  In  ilip 
views  or  ibo  I'AoiMilivo.  wbiob  ii  long  luul  siu"t'('HP»l\il  nnliliny  jnul  iivi|| 
ortroor  biul  inspirod  in  ibo  n»in«ls  ol'iho  oUKmh  ol'lbo  ('(uununiily. 

Tbo  Mvond  llonm>  ol*  Anftrntbly  bnving  born  oinunizod  by  lliorr.| 
olooiion  or  Mr.  .1.  A.  I'anot  an  Spiiikor,  llu'  liiHl  So-«Hinn  oIiImn  IVo. 
vinoitd  rarliiu\UM)t  was  oponod  by  ibo  Lionlonant  (iovotnnr,  (miuiiiI 
Kobovl  IVosooil,  v.'5lb  .lanunry,  I7J>7»  in  n  «poo<'b  addroMMod  as  imtiiil 
to  botb  llousos,  loplolo  wilb  businoss,  but   d«<void  ol'  coniplitnouliiijl 
it\;Ulor.  ooutoiiuably  to  ibo  iVauk  and  ntililary  obaiDolor  ofbin  Mxnl. 
Umu\v.     Tbo  .'\«Ulrosso»  ofbolb  IIousox  on  Ibis  oooasion  woro   njiiilyj 
coboos  10  ibo  Spooob ;  and  ibc  llonso  orAssondily  baving  oxpioHmdl 
gralitudo  In  bis  Majosly  Ibi*  ibo  appniiihuont  of  snob  a  distinguisluil 
oiKoov  to  ibo  govonuuont  of  tbo   IVoviiuo  in  ibo  absonoo  ol'  Lonl 
Dorobostor.  tbo  complinicnt  wum  ucknowlod{;od  in  tbc  uniiwcr  ol  liii| 
Evoollouoy. 

Tbo  louios  of  tbo  T.ioutounnt  Governor's  Sporob  wcro  doliborntdl 
upon,  and  Oi>nut\ittoos  appointod  Cor  tboir  oxaniination,  and  Iho  (irstl 
boitig  tbo  Ordor  oi'tbo  (Jovornor  in  Couuoil,  lor  tbo  rogtdalion  orTiiulel 
botwoon  Lowor  Canada  and  tbo  Unitod  Slatos,  undor  tbo  laic  C'oni'l 
iHCivi;il  Tiwity,*  a  Dill  was  speedily  passed,  continuing  tbo  Act  wliich 

•  The  thirti  nrtulo  of  till*  TrrMy  sdpiiliUcil  In  onepnrt  to  the  roltnwtngpirrol;-! 
TliMt  mI)  mrivltYiulisp  ilmt  tTtnld  bv  Uwi\illy  iiuporUHi  into  liii  Mnj(<!«ty't  ti'rritnritil 
in  Norlli  Amcvioa,  mi^tht,  for  ih*  pnrposMof  conimrrcp,  becarriod  into  llip  nnnic  b]r| 
]*nd  nm)  intitnilnKvigntion,  by  t)i«ciliii>nRoftbo  UnilPtl  SlntfR,  nmi  tlinl  Hnclunrrrliiin>r 
disc  shouKi  Ih>  s\ibjt-i-t  to  no  hiftber or  other  lUuici  ihini  woiihl  br  pnynblo  by  hiji  IVlnjct.1 
ty's  siil^jpcl.^  on  lh«  iniportntioit  of  tli«  nnniv  troni  Europe  into  the  kiiIiI  tcrriiorioii ;  nndl 
that,  in  like  manner,  all  luerchantiisc  that  conUl  be  lawHilly  imported  into  the  Uniitdl 
Statos,  nii^iht  freely  i>e  carrietl  into  the  ^nme  as  aforesaid,  by  Ida  Mnjenly'R  sutijcriiil 
Rod  such  merchandise  should  be  subject  to  no  iiiglier  dutiei  tlinn  would  be  pHynblil 
by  the  cititens  of  the  llnitetl  States  on  the  importation  of  the  same  in  Aiticricinl 
restols  iitto  the  Atlantic  ports  of  the  United  States,  nnd  the  same  priticiple  vain-l 
riprocally  applieil  to  exports  on  either  side.  When  this  principle  of  appai-enl  rc^f 
procity  came  into  practice,  it  wm  found  to  operate  almost  exclusively  in  favor  orilMJ 
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lusivcly  in  favor  orilxl 


litiit  niillioi-lNtMl  llir  (Vnniiti^  mihI  |ininiii))(MliMii  of'ltinr  Otilcr  rm  llip  Uw 

of'llii'  lin»i.  'i"  •'"'  '"•  .iMiinnry,  I7!»M,  imil  fVniii  iIii'imi'  to  |Im<  (<it(i  of 

llic  lIuMi  lU'Hl  St'nuinn  oCllic  rrnvim  iiil  iVirliniiiciil.     Tliix  Hill  wliich 

(jisulnvtil  ••iiM'lt  rniiHilriMT  in  (lie  iMJiniiiinliitliuM  «if  Liini  hon-ju-nfir, 

wiiH  ill  «'»•"•'  ••••'••'•'•i'«'  ••niitiicd'ti  wijii  M  Mill  Cfif  iMlil'yinK  (t  l»Mlvi^i(Mlrll 

lUjirriiirMf  I'oi'  infci'liiiiiittn  ihr  nllnMniicr  o('«lr«W'l»iii|<is  lo  (Imi  j^nvnii- 

iiii'til  til' (>|»|H<r('iinii)lii,  I'lM- ilii<  iiiiMMiiit  III' nil  flitlic';  levied  on  iintMirf- 

Hi,|^tMnlMHl  llir  |nirl  ol*  (^ii'lir*-.  wliitli  nIkimM  i\i'\vrwi\nln  he  r\^v>ttvt\ 

Id  lliiit  IVoviiii'c  liy   Hh>  rtmlc  nl"  (%»fcMiii|ii-l,Mr,    Iniiii   wliicli  ilniw. 

juicks  wviv  Id  lip  «I('«Iii('I«mI,  iIic  (liilim  jiiiyiililr  in  \,itwvr  ('nnmla,  on 

nil  until  K'l"'!'*  •''•"•»   •lif   I'tiid'd   MIiiIcih  ^^n  iniglir  he  liit|MM'h'(l  In   jlio 

Hirsl  in^liiiin' imt»    l'|i|n'f  CiiniMJn,  iiiirl  tin  ntf  i'p.«K|i(ii»»'tl    lo  t.tiwcr 

ICiinntln  l>y  l'"'  •'••'lie  heroiv  inriilitHird,      I'of  flii«  (n(()»ii«c,  nii  IiMpic- 

Lir  wiis  n|i|»iiiiil»il  l»y   llu"  nuifiinriHt'  til'  liotli  (•tivrrmiiciili,  iind  it'^- 

IlioiiHililp  l<»  null,  willi  t'XlciiHive  jitiwrr^  liir  iIm<  cxrciilitMi  tiCliiK  (dlicf. 

l'riii»  iiifiiiigcini'iil  Milmlilnlcil  IWi-  llip  previiMtw  (i)^ifiMMent of  (illowinjr 

||o  U|i|M't'  ('iiiikIii  (MM'  cii^lilli  ol"  ilii'  iipf  |im(liifc  of  fill  tldfitu  ol*  Cms-  , 

HoiiiH,  levii'tl  niiilcr  AjIm  til'Mip  Pi'tivimiiil  fjirli/uiirnl  of  Ltiwcr  (!(iii)i- 

[llii,  lit  llu'  ptiil  <ir(iiM'li(i',  iliti  iitil  iillonl  ctirn-cl  liiforiimliiMi,  rmr  til)- 

ymi  j'lHl  •livJHMiii  (iirriiluT  piirly.     ll  tiii^iimird  in  jf/dtjimy,  and  iho 

iHii|;ir('iiK'nlH  lo  wliitli  it  led,  wrrr  m)  tnncli  n|j;i^nivni<  «l  liy  iIk;  perli- 

m'i()iiH  conduct  iind  inMiiliiliiif^  |ii'tjitili(-CH  ol'  thf  Miijoiily  of  (he 
Hoiw  nl' AHMcnildy  of  iIiIh  I'luvincf,  ilinl,  dnrint;  llic  iidtninlMlnilion 
pfliiiid  DullitniMc,  llic  Impcriiil  Parliament  inlerrercil,  an  will  in  dno 
liUHtiii  ho  dcNcrihcd,  rc-c^lnldiHliitif^  llic  principle  td'awanlin^ir  a  riiioia 
0  U|i|H'r  (!unmla  by  u  nitulc  nl'  cxaniinalitni  anil  arliitratitm,  wliicli, 
midor  many  di«iidvaniii><c«  lo  Lower-(!an»d(i,  will  probably  continue 
||o  long  UN  parly  prcjndici*  and  ambition  nliall  bo  porniillctl  lo  prevent 
Jlu'jnHl,  and  ncccHsary  nioaHiiro  of  re-uniting  tlione  I'rovinces  under 
^nc  LogiHlaturo. 

Ilt'tinning  to  ibc  prncncdin^rt  of  tlio  first  SoHsion  of  tlic  «crond 
jilouso  of  AsRcmbly,  wo  fiiul  a  part  of  llu;  Maj(»ril,y  clamorous  Tor  al- 
erations  in  the  Road  Act,  having  plodded  tboniMelvcM  in  tbtir  conMi- 
jiicnts,  to  use  every  oH'ort  for  ilH  modification,  to  «uit  tlio  slap^nant 
bal)it«  of  the  neaHantry,  wboHc  idcan  cm  hucIi  HubjcctH,  had  been  long 
kbsoJete  in  all  commercial  and  <'ivili«ed  countries,  and  W(;re  more  par- 
kiiliirly  contrary  to  thoHo  of  the  Settlers  in  Upper  (!aniid«,  and  in  the 
b('ij,'lihourinj;  States  of  America.  The  Kxeculive  and  CotnnuTcial 
Minority,  however,  had  RuHicient  influence  to  delay  thig  retrograde 
movement,  having  derived  much  Htrenj^tli  ftir  this  purpoHc,  from  the 
noleni  and  seditious  resistance  to  the  law  exhibited  by  some  ignorant 
IwltivatorH,  who  were  so  far  misled   by  demagogues,   as  to  endeavour 

prevent  the  supply  of  the  public  markets  with  the  neccssariea  of 

^mmcrce  of  tlie  Unitecl  States,  whose  entrrpriting  inland  traders  bronj^lit  into  com. 
Itition  with  the  goods  import«'d  into  (j,uel>ec  by  the  British  rr.erchanis,  vast 
lisntitiet  of  East  India  cottons,  tvas,  silks,  and  in  sliort  th«  mercbaodiM  of  ih«  wLol« 
Btid.  J  ;  ,      1  • 
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iho  r>\olntioniu>-  pvtnrinlc*  oi'  I'tnurr,  l»y  mi'UMs  nl'  |Im»   prcHH.  Iinii|i| 


lilt'  thuM  MiiMr  pitttirtiltutv  olt«rntiti|t  tlii>  citirfnii  of  Mi»ii(ii>mI  nml 
(^nrhrr.  ttml  •(trrn{t())i<Min^  llu>  IttiniU  oCitn  intelligent  iiitil  I'lilt  tjitii. 
ing  C»ovevn«M.» 

'V\\o  \'\\\\v<n*  of  ptrvloun  rti»nt«  h[\t\  nUo  no  nnnh  nlinniiMl  nil  tiuMinr 
ortpilitl  ium(  )in7(eiinMlhi>lilrr<i  Miiltin  tlu«  IVovim  e,  ilini  mlilitiiiiiiil  piw- 
r»<»  w«>tr  ocnMiltMl  »<»  llu>  INiTnlive  *\u-  \\\v  h\\\\\m)\\  nl'  Jiin  INImji'kIv^ 
tiOVf'nnni'nf  nml  tlu'  |Mr"«i'ivMfion  ol'  norinl  tnilrr.     'Ilii'  rxletiHion  n(  | 

i'nns  nl'  ilin   prnHH.  I 
«iv   nl'  ('iniinlii,   I ',11 
ii«"*  \ve«v  iMnploye<<  tn  ««prrml  ilin   ennln^ion   Ity  ninl  ninnMnnitiiiiuii;  i 
MMtr{Vt»«ie   mhrntnn  IS  in    llu<  pny  nl' tlir  IViMun  Minister    Atlel,   ni<|)r| 
the  ItovnnnMMit  nl'ihe    llniled  S(n1e««.  Mere  tnmle  knnuu  In  llie  JVu. 
vineinl  l",\nM(i\e  ;  t\\\\\  »  I'lnrlnmiUitni,  ilnled  the  !UMh  Oelnliir,  iiml  I 
hwn  pnMi«he«l  h\  nnler  ol  1,ien»t>nnMl  t«n\e«noi  IVesenIt,  ilennniirinu 
l?'e  prih'liee'*  ol' (lw>se  MnnssinieH  ;  inul  in  ll»e  nn»sl    rniT^elie  ninniiir, 
ffOliofr  npoM  nil  M(»>)i«HiU»'s,  ('.jptinnn  nl'iMilitin,  ntnl  nlliern,  liis  iMa. 
JT'ilyx  >J>>o»l    «nl>jeels.  In  npprehenil    nil  sneh  ilistniherB  nl'  llin  penccl 
•ml  ir.in«piili«y  ol  il>e  eonnny.     This  nnl>j«'»t  linti  l»een  nhn  piTHeniril 
!«>  tfu^N  hheiiUion  ol'ihe    l,e^fi«lnlnii«  nt  the  einnnu-neenient  t»l  (||p| 
S*s«ion  ;  -.\\h\  sneh  nlnrnun^  inloinwuinn  m  ih  nOerwindn  ennnnnnieulrd 
to  \hc  Mouse  ol'  As«end>Iy,  by  ihe  Crown  l.mvyets,  lluil  llie  nlleiilitinl 
ol'tWnow  Mujniity  wnn  tntneil.   in   ii  pienl  degree,  IVo»n   petty  nml 
i\nn!{ii>rt>v  irrievnneen.  to  tln>  nn  nt\s  ol'  dinplnying  ttini  loynlly   to  tlie| 
Kiofi.  «ln«)i  nn»  !««>  neeessnw  to  pnMnt>le  their  nllerior  views  nl'mii. 
Ixiion,     'l'l>i>»  Session,   therelore,  is  distin^nished  l»y  tlu>  extennion  nil 
tl»e   Alien  Art,   to  the  end  ol"  '.he  wnr,  then  existing  Itelween  (JiTiitf 
!^rii;nn  nn<l  VVitn<>t\  mu\  hy  n  still  nn>iv  lonnidahle  luw,  extending  loj 
the  !«■(  M«y,  I  T!VS.  nnd  entitled,  "An  Aet  lor  the  better  prese.rviilioiil 
"  o('??is   Mujostv's  (M»virn«nent,  «h  by  hiw  happily  esttiblished  in  llml 
"  Pnn.iuo."     \\\  this  Aet,  whieh  was  renewetl  iVont   year  to  yenr, 
lill    tho   year    1SI*2,   the    IV>vineial    law  ol'  Itabean    Corpus  euiild 
K^  M»>pended   at    tho  disvi^Mion  ol"  the   Kxecntivp  ;  and  navinn  lli« 
pviviloiivs  ol"  the  l\>uineial    Parliiintent.  «ll  persons  intprisoned  liyl 
*;nTa»ii.  signal  by  thue  l'.\eentive  C'ouneillors,  Tor  treason,  treason' 
•bio  prrteli*vs  or  sus|neion  ol'tho  sjune,  nught  be  detained  during  lliel 
pon*>*l  Ivttnv-r.iontiojuMi,  without  hail  or  ^Nititiptixe. 

H,ivingthn>  pvt>xide*l,  eli'oi  tnally.  t»>r  the  public  peaeo,  the  rcMMtin- 
«t<T  <>t'th*'>  ^^os^'^ion  was  oeenpitil  wiili  the  diseussion  ol'  various  plnml 
c«>wn«xMixi  w  ith  tho  local  establislnnonts  for  the  adnu'nistratiini  til"  Jus- 
ticos  the  .-luulioration  ol'  tho  Tolicc,  and  tho  introduction  ol*  Kducalionl 


^1    '  B     m 


•  1T»is  pl»n  of  .'(fAmwiB  \\\f  oiti*"*,  lia»l  tioon  mloplpd  witli  tnorr  Bncrcfvi^mnmr  ymnl 
l*for<«,  wlH>n  xhf  <T»>v\M-»HV  ><H<t  i\w  l<t'gi!(Uiivp  (\niiu-il  linving  nuulc  nn  iMiliimnrtl 
jMtNcrihma;  nmtor  «  !«U}rh»  ponahjr,  *  mmaM  «liornn"on  in  the  form  «>f|l)o  rnnmliii«l 
trmn  or  »«n,>{o,  iIk"  ^mpply  i>f  piwision*  \v«*  surniptnl  to  Itp  rtit  i'(l'.  This  linioiul 
ttnA  iln>«">ist  tr<r»v,>i>j»Mf  pnx'tx^injr,  ii>-vh»mt  of  rxoitinn  ttif  iMUTfiy  ivqiiirwl  lo  Kiip- 
pon  ihr  tiiciiuy  of  tlw  intvtH-nw.oiit,  had  tho  htintiiiHliiig  vllvct  uf  liilimiiUlin^t  itttl 
A  sfwv^tv  rcfieitt  of  «  «w<w«  v«l«MiMe  in»«Mir»  ;  and  this  iniitAiK-p  of  8ut)nii>r(ioit  Ii4| 
nodottU,  Kvn  Mioc«s»fiilly  quoted  l>y  ihcugiiAtoraoftlie  Hubitkitsin  tlivyotr  iri^l 
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lliroti^rlt'iut  fin-  iVnvluro  j  l»nf  unfiling  hfynm\  rc^Mlvj'H  luu)  lolttrcMM 
tttitk  pliH'P  iMt  lltnxn  Hiiltjcrtn  (ill  Hi(>  rMiliiwiti^  Hcnmmmi.  'Hic  (  I(i*«. 
in«  »i|tt'«'<'l»  <»f  <}«MU'rnl  IVrmitfl,  who  hud  rrmiHy  liccti  ii|i;ir)iiit«<(l  (mi- 
vciiiiir  (JriU'iiil,  «im  imimkmiiutiI,  im  llic  '.■'il  nC  iMiiy,  roiivryiii/^  lii«  Oi- 
viniriiMc  ii|ilniiMi  of  llic  Mii'imtiri'q  iiml  (lifi|MHitiiMi  id'  IimiIi  llMiHfq, 
niul  ritiitintj  q'li  li  JidMnMii(ii)ii  mI'iIim  hilc  iiiivdl  hkccc^sch  (d'(fi;'ii(  Mri- 
fiiiit,  H*  iltiMvrd  lli;if  III',  (ill  fill' imtMM'iif,  HM|»|iM«««d  lliiif  flic  M»'ifd»rr<» 
lilfiilViii'il  llu'ii  liitt  ii'q»«i  Willi  llumc  (d  Mii'  I  'iiiM'd  K  in^dftin,  iutd  wimld 
rt'iidllv  |)iii(iri|iiili'  ill  llic  ^Miid  Ml'  liitd  iMrtiiiM'  wliicli  iiii^lif  mMcimI  licr 
I  (>i\lt>ii)ii<!i'4  n|riiin<i(  lirr  Iniiiiiiliililc  inv^. 

III  iKiriii^    llii'   |iiM(»i('m  oC  llii'  Mifdiifinii   (»f  flii'  I'ViMuli  (Snifi/linn 
I.CMilt  r<<  id  (III*  lull*   MtiiiNi'M  id'  AMMCiiildy,   W(*  luivw  )I|i|)I'0(M'Ii  (i  pcriiMl 
wIm'Ii  llii'if  vii'WM  Mere  in  km  miiiill  ili't^nH   priiiiioh'il  liy  Mi»'  Irul  vitu- 
lijiicj  id'miMif  id  liiq  MiijiNfy'q  ('oiiitril,  nilliil  Hie  riiiMJ  I'o/iid.     'ridn 
win  II  ('••iiiiiiilf»'f>  id'  lliiit   ImmIv,  H|M'riiilly   rliiirj'i'il  wifli  ihc  jniinn^r- 
inpiil  id"  lliiiqi'  |Miili(iii3  id'  ll!«»  VViinfr  l/iiinh  id'llii'  (!riiwfi,   wliji  li,  l»jr 
liHtnirliiiiinlViMii  Ids  IVI(i|»'Hly'«ni»vi'niiiM'iif,«lMfi'il  llii-  IfJMi  Sipfi'udM'r, 
niH,  ivnc  III  Im»  ^l(^lll^'ll  willi  llii*  nmifdMi'd  vit'WH  itf  mini-  ^|ll>♦'(lily 
[prilling  llip  niiiiihy,   |»i(iviiliii«  Cnr  llu'  iMiiiiiU'iinnci' id' n  iVofi'^ffuif. 
|('lpt>iy«  mid  ri'^tniiiifj  lo  liis  iNliiji'ify'M  ifili'^iiiiiri',   miiny  iiiiliviilnnh, 
U'lumi'  inlrnliiitiM  id'i|iiilliii^  llir  nlil  ('idoiiii'A  iifliT  llic  Hi'VidiiliiMi,  luiii 
llwi  liillii'ilii  |iii'vi'iili'il,  by  a  viirli.-ly  nf  ilisrouni/^ji'im'fdq,  fWirri  f«l«- 
liiijfi'irci'f.     'I'll  iiriMiKiU'  llir-HO  nimldiiiMl  vii-wn  id'llu'  (ioviTiiMu-nf,  it 
ponld,  to  n  diqiiiliMi'MliMl  pii-niiti,   luivf'  ni'I'MipiI  ot(|H'iliriil.  niid  ikm-ca* 
hury— l«l,  to  (liniiup  II  fi'iiiiro  id"  Iniidn  niiilnl  fii  Mm  clifinHliT  find  hn- 
jiiiln  (il'llu' rH|MM'lril   Srtllrrn.     '/Jil.  If,   ns  liiriiliSy  mi^gi'slfd  l»y  fiiirli 
Irlmnu'lrr  iinil  liiildfn,  llio  It'iiiiro  clioMrti  nhould  Im>  flir  Isngliqlt  icniirR 
jolTrpp  Hiul  (Niiiiiniiii  Simtu^i*,  llieii  lIuMMiiitncipiiliiin  nf  tliiw?  .ScHlcri*, 
jctr,  nl  tlic   lonst,  lludr  liiiidn,   Inim   tlio  niii-d  id'  llu?  IVi-iii  li  ]nw,  niul 
Jplmin^  lliiMii  iinili'i- I'liij/liidi  lnw,  wonlil  hIi»ih»  Im*  ciMisisli'Mf.  iirid  licni!- 
Ijiriiil.     Mil.  Kvrry  mrnim  nhiiiilil  Imvo  brcii  ili'visi-il,  imdiidifi^  piiidiiti- 
Ity  iit'proccniiiigfl,  fo  prcvpnl,  lnr|{R  ipiaidilicfl  id' Inniln  f'roiri  Inin^  rnn« 
im|iolinril  hy  n   fvw  Itidividiinln;  iidiI,  Tor  tliifl  piir|)Ofl(',  tlin  cxHcfion, 
villi  vigilrtiu'e,   if  iint  witli  rigour,  of  ihn  ]}vri'ormnnce  oi' nctt\rrnvtit 
ildlics  was  r»«pnlially  ni'ccRRary.     l-tli.  To  li.ivo  appointod,  nn  MtTn* 
Ibcm  of  tliifl  lioard,  pprnonn  adoqiiately  cornprnnatpd  hy  F.n\nricn,  ami 
UrociVom  HUNpicion  oClatiiUjohhing  propcnHiticit,  and  to  have  ntihjectcd 
Itljcir  coiiditcf.  to  IVeiniiMit  pxamituition.     liiU.  To  have  pincrd  at  the 
IdiHpniinl  id' thin  l<an(l  HimHJ,  uiiilpr  proper  regulation,  the  pecuniary 
jtncnng  of  o|>onin^  roajJH  of  communication  from  the  pro|»o«ed  dcttlc 
mvntn  to  ilio  great  river  8t.  Iwiwrence,   in  the  direction  of  Montreal, 
Tliico-Hiverd,  and  Qutbec.     Gth.  To  have  made  an  experiment  on  a 
Itnoderate  Hcule,  nrnl  on  a  Npot  ndvantagcounly  situated,  whence,  a» 
from  a  centre,  new  lines  of  settlement  might  have   been  extended, 
ph.  To  have  ncrupulounly  avoided  any  sucli  mode  of  locating  rcjierves 
Bo  bchnlf  of  the  Clergy  or  of  the  Crown,  as  could  interfere  with  the  ef- 
pirts  of  the  Scttlcni  to  improve  their  properties  and  keep  up  an  easy 
tommunication.    8th.  Above  all,  to  have  supported  the  rei^utation  of 
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t\w  Rritlsh  Govcrntiient  for  good  fHith  nnd  wisdom,  by  tlie  utrictpst 
pertoniiancu  of  all  promiseB  of  encoiirngenicnt  and  protection  to  .Set- 
tiers  leaving;  their  native  country,  and  reporting  with  their  ianiilics  to 
hi*  Majesty's  allegiance. 

SulHce  it  at  present  to  say,  that  the  Land  Board  utterly  failed  in 
most  of  those  particulars,  disgracing  the  local  administration,  and  pre* 
venting,  for  interested  purposes,   the  fulfilment  of  the  gracious  inten. 
tions  of  his  Majesty  to  encourage  the  settlenjent  of  the  Waste  Lands 
of  the  Crown,  with  a  well  selected  and  educated  population  of  British 
origin.     It  is  not  too  much   to  say  that  the   Eastern  Townships  of 
Lower  Canada,  so  early  as  the  year  1798,  by  this  nefarious  connuct, 
were  deprived   of  the  accession  of  thousands  of  Emigrants  from  the 
United  States,  skilled  in   Agriculture,  and  in  all  the  arts  connected 
with  clearing  and  improving  a  new  country.     Those  of  the  Emigrants 
who,  relying  on  the  terms  of  the  invitation,  had  laid  out  all  that  tliey 
possessed  or  could  burrow  in  making  clearances  and  settlements,  re- 
mained in  penury  ;  and  about  this  period,  had  succeeded  in  exciting 
the  benevolence  of  Governor  Prescott,  who  was  seconded  in  his  inves- 
ligation  of  the  conduct  of  the  Land  Board,  by  a  patriotic  and  faithi'ul 
Secretary  ;  and  in  the  first  year  of  his  administration,  he  convinced  his 
Majesty's  Government  that  the  system  hitherto  pursued  in  the  Land 
Granting  Department,  was  e  ually  derogatory  to  the  honour  and  to 
the  interest  of  the  Empire,   and   producing  neither   respectability, 
strength,  nor  revenue  to  the  Province.     But  it  is  in  the  nature  of 
every  system,  good  or  bad,  of  some  standing,   to  accumulate  the 
means  of  at  least  temporary  support ;  and  it  cannot  be  speedily  and 
effectually  overthrown,  without  powerful  and  judicious  efforts.    In 
the  present  instance,  it  fatally  occurred  that  the  remedy  could,  in  the 
first  instance,  only  be  applied  by  a  compromising  choice  of  the  evils 
introduced  into  the  settlements,  by  the  vicious  system  and  conduct  of 
the  Land  Board.     Their  bad  faith  had  driven  away  most  of  the  res- 
pectable Settlers ;  and  their  culpable  neglect  had  admitted  many  in- 
truders, whose  only  right  was  possession,  and  a  kind  of  equitable  claim 
of  compensation  for  their  labour  and  cultivation.     The  difficulty  of 
devising  an  alleviation  of  these  evils,  was  fully  appreciated  by  his  Ex- 
cellency, who,  actuated  by  the  most  benevolent  and  extensive  views, 
transmitted  a  full  and  fair  representation  of  the  cases  of  all  the  class- 
es of  claimants  to  his  Majesty's  Government ;  and  in  the  year  1798, 
ample  and  liberal  instructions  to  meet  the  emergency  arrived.     These 
instructions  partly  untied,  and  partly  cut  the  gordian  knot  of  difficul- 
ties; and  were  most  remarkable  in  evincing  the  greatest  anxiety,  not 
only  to  redeem  the  pledged  faith  of  Government,  but  even  to  enter  into 
amicable  arrangements  for  those  pretensions  of  rights,  which  the  culpa- 
ble neglect  or  connivance  of  the  Land  Board  had  given  rise  to.     The  re- 
presentations of  the  conduct  of  the  Land  Board  producing  those  instruc- 
tions, do  not  appear  to  have  been  known,  and  the  persons  implicated, 
were  almost  taken  by  surprise;  but  they  had  time  to  make  some  prepar* 
ations  for  defence,  which  accidental  circumstances  rendered  more  efiec* 
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Ituul  than  could  Imve  been  expected.     The  matter  of  the  Instructions 
laibrdcd  less  hope  of  resistance,  than  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
Ibet'M  obtained.     The  whole  Executive  Council  had  not  been  opprised 
lof  thii  nature  of  his  Excellency's  comn)unicationH  with  his  Mojes- 
llv'rt  (fovernment  on  the  Land  (iranting  System  ;  and  so  late  as   the 
]]7tli  oi'  April,  1797,   nothing  farther  had  been  intimated,  than  that 
Miovernnicnt  contemplated  to  raise,  by  the  disposal  of  the  Waste  Lands 
fn  future,  a  fund,  to  be  applied  towards  defraying  the   expenses  of 
the  Provincial  (iovernment.     'J'he  judicious  silence  of  the  Governor, 
fa  necessary  at  that  peculiar  crisis  to  prevent  the  influence  of  Provin- 
cial intrigue  upon  the  Colonial  Department,  was  industriously  rcprc- 
lentcd  by  those  Members  who  were  implicated  in  the  malversations 
^11  ({ucstion,  as  evincing  a  want   of  respect  tow    ds  the   Executive 
;;ouncil ;  and  the  pride  of  Chief  Justice  Osgoode,  the  Chairman,  at 
pnce,  and  his  prejudices  aftewurds,  were  enlisted   against  his  Excel- 
ency.    Under  such  pernicious  influence,  the  Council  declared  against 
llie  publication  of  the  Instructions ;  and  on  this  point,  to  the  great  in- 
jury of  British  interests  and  principles  in  Lower  Canada,  an  open 
breach  took  place  between  Governor  Prescott  and  the  Chief  Justice, 
ausing  the  return  o^  both  to  England,  leaving  the  claims  of  the  most 
keserving  Settlers  at  the  mercy  of  a  Junta,  who  had  conspired  their 
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h  is  not  well  ascertained  whether  the  Majority  of  the  House  of  As- 

embly  took  an  active  part  in  these  secret  intrigues ;  but  it  is  certain 

hat  some  years  afterwards  when  the  monopolising  land  jobbers  had 

een  countenanced  by  the  Provincial  Government,  in  driving  out  great 

kumbers  of  Settlers  whose  pretensions  of  right  were  equitably  consider- 

(clin  the  Instructions  referred  to,  the  House  of  Assembly  gave  way  to 

lieir  rooted  hostility  and  prejudice  against  those  unfortunate  intrud- 

rs,  and  congratulated  the  Executive  and  the  Country  on  the  exter- 

nination  of  men  who  had  been  goaded  into  resistance  by  the  most  un- 

jeeling  conduct  of  those,  who,  without  the  intention  or  even  the  means 

'performing  the  settlement  duties,  had  prevailed  on  successive  Ad- 

tiistrations  to  give  them  grants  exceeding  a  million  of  acres.*    That 

The  s«ttlement  duties  now  yery  generally  enforced  by  the  Government  ot 

[Jpper  Canada,  and  a  failure  in  the  execution  of  which  leads  to  forfeiture  are,  to  clear 

nd  fence  five  acres  on  every  hundred  ticres  granted,  to  build  s  bouse  not  less  than 

16  feel  by  20  ;  and  to  clear  one  half  of  the  road  in  front  of  each  lot ;  an  allowance 

Dr  road,  independent  of  the  full  quota  granted,  being  left  by  the  Sui'veyor,  m  every 

)utance,  so  that  no  lot  is  without  a  public  highway.     These  settlement  duties  may 

'■  valued  at  six  pounds  per  bundled  acres ;  and  if  they  had  been  rigidly  enforced  in 

ower  Canada,  we  should  never  have  heard  of  the  crying  abuses  above  mentioned  ; 

or  would  the  majority  of  the  Executive  Council  of  that  time,  who  approved  of  tho 

bnduct  of  their  colleagues  of  the  Land  Board,  have  received  six  Townships.     On 

kis  important  subject,  it  may  he  permitted  to  anticipate  a  litUe,  and  here  give  our 

ilers  the  information  preseuied  tu  the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  year  1824,  by 

ke  Surveyor  General,  who  thus  stated  the  division  of  the  spoil. 

p  6  Executive  Councillors,  5  Legislative  Councillors,  1  Law  Office  for 

I  ths  Crown,  and  7  Civil  Officers  of  the  Crown,  one  hundred  and  niqtty-five 
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the  Muiority  t>i'tlie  House  of  ABnonibly,  r('|iri'Hcntiiig  in  fat  t  tlii>  oini. 
piiTH  ot  laiul  iiiuUr  (lie  I'eiulnl  tenure,  hIioiiM  look  on  \tiili  i-onipliudi. I 
I'V   while  the  mill    of  the  Si'ttleinentM  uiidi'i' the  Mn^iJHh   Icniirc  uaj 
pernetrating,  wh«  nntural ;  nn<l  we  have  prcsiiniplivc  iJnioCi  (  ijiis  dis 

I)OKition  in  the  reeent  atteniptR  (hiring;  the  Adniinistralion  of  I.nrd  |);,| 
louHie  to  extend  the  feudal  teniire,  and  eonK(<(|M(>iiily  thr  I'lciu  h  |,,hJ 
in  every  direction,  hy  reeoniniending  to  an  Mn^lish  Monarih  to  iiImisJ 
his  prerogative,  hy  ereetiiig  S»'imiiovieH,  and  iIiuk  piohtialiitg  tMry 
hope  of  the  Anglilieotion  of  this  iVtivinee. 

The  fatal  events  eonnoetetl  with  the  I-and  fiianling  nhuses,  htwA 
been  ihvelt  upon,  hecause  they  have  a  hearing  on  theanihitious  cHrttr 
of  the  Majority  of  the  late   lIouKeM  ofAssnnhly.     Tlie  iiiifortiiiinicl 
nicn»  injurid  hy  the  monopolising  Junta  before  nienlioiu-d,  uninvmel 
of  the  inveterate  prejudices  and  anti-Hritish  feelings  ofllii-  Lradcrsi 
the   I'Veneh  Canadians,  attempted  to  obtain   their  inlerferenec,  iiiull 
though  this  was  withheld  under  |)lausil)Ie  pretences,   the  discniitditJ 
against  the  Kxeeutivc  were   secretly   fostered,   and  the  (lovenmitij 
proportionably  brought    into   the  hatred  and  conlenipt  of  no  sniulll 
number  of  the  population  of  English   origin    in  the  Province.    \vJ 
shall  soon  arrive  at  nn  epoch,  when,  feeling  the  strength  of  this  niuJ 
tnalous  alliance,  the  Majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly  will  assiiiii(l 
a  higher  tone,  appointing  their  grand  eomnnitees  of  grievances,  assiiinf 
ing  the  language  of  protectors,  and  uniformly  exerting  their  iiilluj 
encc  and  their  hired  presses  in  excusing  insubordinate  conduct,  ex(i'|)t| 
in  such  cases  as  interfere  with  that  peculiar  ambition  which  we  liuvel 
ascribed  to  then»,  of  keeping  their  countrymen  a  separate  iH'ople,  diy 
tinguishcd  by   Vrcnch  laws,  a  feudal   tenure  of  lands,  and  a  rvYuM 
and  language  different  from  that  of  the  Sovereign  and  of  three  fouitlij 
of  the  liritish  nation. 

But  from  this  anticipation  of  our  history,  we  return  to  review  tin 
events  of  the  second   Session  of  the  second  Provincial  Parliament 
Lower  Canada,  which  was  opened  by  Governor  (jlencral   Prescott'^ 
Speech  to  both  Houses,  *20th  February,  1798;  in  which  we  find  lira 
addressing  the  local  Legislature,  as  if  that  body  took  a  sincere  iiiUrcji 
in  the  fortunes  of  the  British  nation,  and  in  the  general  measures  dfitJ 
Government;  a  mode  of  address,  be  it  observed  here,  which  was  evenij 
ually   abandoned   when  the  real  disposition  of  the  popular   brancli 
could  no  longer  be  disguised.     The  remainder  of  the  Speech  regardii^ 
the  quota  cf  the  produce  of  Custom  Duties  to  be  allowed  to  Upp 
Canada,  with  a  recommendatic  i  of  the  interest  of  that  Province.i 
being  intimately  blended  with  that  of  Lower  Canada,  and  stating  lil 
Excellency's  opinion  that  the  most  liberal  intercourse  would  be  mot 

thousand  acres,  as  Leaders  of  Townships,  exclusive  of  their  dssocrates,..^  ISbfl 
To  6  Merchants,  as  leadsrs  of  Townships,  exclusive  of  their  associates,,.^  112,9i 
To  a  variety  of  persons  from  the  United  States,  l>eing  almost  the  only  Leaders 

possessing  the  will  and  the  means  of  settling,.,..^..^.....,.,.. ....,- 376,? 


Total  amount  of  Actcsj 


'%Wff^0f^^^t^^^"^ 


,  66I,K 


J  in  fiu  I  I  Ik-  (kiu. 

II  w'n\\  c()in|)lm(ii. I 
n^lisli   tniiirr  «iu| 
[»  prooC  «  I  lliis  (lis. 
ation  «•!'  I<<*r(l  Dul. 
V  tlir  l''ii'inli  law  J 

*  I  I 

Mntuiri'li  to  iiIium' 
proHlratin^  iMiy 

ntin^  iihiiKCs,  linv(l 
\v  iinihitious  nnml 

'I'lll'  UMl'oillllliltcl 

icntiniu'd,  niiDwuicj 
;h  of  till'  lAiulrrsiifl 
r  ink iTiMiiifc,  iiniil 

cs,    tlu'  (lisOODtdlltl 

III  the  (ioviri\niihtl 

ntcinpt  of  III)  snialll 

tlie  Provimc.    WJ 

Iri'ii^lh  ol'tliis  ai)().[ 

isi'inbly  will  assimiel 

['  i^ricvaiuH's,  assiiiiiJ 

exerting  their  intluJ 

ate  eoiulnet,  ex(i'|)ll 

ion  wliieh  ve  liave| 

eparatc  people,  dw 

anils,  and  a  relipoJ 

and  of  tluec  i'ouitlij 

eturn  to  review  tin 
ncial  Parliament 
(Jencral   Prescott'j 

whieh  we  find  linf 
ok  a  sineere  intircsl 
neral  nicasinxsufitl 
re,  which  was  event! 

\c  popular  brantlj 
the  Speech  rcganM 
e  allowed  to  Ui'pjj 

of  that  Province,! 

nada,  and  stating  lii| 

ourse  would  be  mo: 

sir  dssociates,,««.  19^" 
ir  asiociaies,.,^  112,9 
tbe  only  Leaders 

,376,? 


IV. 


or    I.OUKU    (•'\N\l)A. 


.S.5 


#»#i»K»«»«Mn  ^^f^^m^t*^** 


^i^^WWI^*^^*!***^*'****^ 


66l|i« 


coiidinivc  |M  their  mutual  advantage;  n  renewal  likewise  of  the  Act 
fur  tilt'  presi-rvalion  of  hin  Majesty's  (lovtriunent  wan  recoirnnetided, 
l(ii;(iln'i'  with  a  pcrsevj'raiu'e  in  lite  Innniony  which  hin  Kxcellency 
iviis  pica^'d  to  Hiiy  had  hitherto  inthicnccd  (heir  dehheralioriM. 

'I'lll'  l'in|{liNh  Minority   in  this   Parliament  ahan<loncd  i  hnost  ever/ 
pri'tciisioit  to   introihice  iimovalions  on  I'rench  lawK,  coalencin^  willi 
tli(>  IVeiich  Canadian  piaciinen,  who  happened  to  he  MeinhcrH  of  the 
Asxenihly  ;  and  tiiis  S(  ssimi  is  more  diHtingnishcd  by  ditrerenccH  of 
opinion  evinced   in   the  <letailK  of  menhureH  than  by  uny  colliMion  of 
piinciplcs  in  the  popnliu'  branch  of  the   Legislature.     On   the  other 
lliand,  Mev(<ral  IliriN,  including  that  for  amending   the  Hoad  Hill,  were 
lost  I»y  the  tenacity  evinced  by  the  I  louse  of  Assembly  and  the  I<c- 
Lblative  ('onneil,   respectively,  on  some  points;  and  the  inlhicncc  of 
(lit-  I'lxecntive  appeared   to  be  exerted  against  that  encreaKc  of  the 
hiunihcr  of  parishes,  and  alteration  of  their  boundaries,  which  were  so- 
licitnl  by  a  part  ol'the  Woman  Catholic  Clergy  and  I.aity.     Some  un- 
quiet spirits  having  obtained  Kcnt.s   in  the  Assendily,   both  sides  of 
Itlii'  Mouse  occasionally  agreed   in  repressing  their  attempts  at  Legis* 
llmOn  ;  of  these,   Messrs.   Itliiciv  and   Houc  were  particularly  viewed 
[niili  jealousy  ;  and  a  proposal  by  the  former,  for  the  regulation  of 
'Jntaries  was  chiefly  neglected  from   want  of  rcHpect  for  his  personal 
Iciimliict  and  private  character. 

lie  Majority  »)f  the  Assembly  now  began  to  shew  their  jealousy  of 
permanent  Acts,  or  of  those  of  indefinite  duration  ;  and  in  this  res- 
titct  their  jeaKuisy  of  the  Executive  was  evinced  by  rejecting  a  clause 
Introduced  into  the  Hill  for  the  better  preservation  of  his  Majesty's 
liovcrnnient,  which  extended  its  duration  till  the  eiul  of  the  war,  by 

majority  of  17  to  5.  IJut  great  decorum  contimied  to  prevail ;  and 
|n  address  of  thanks  was  voted  to  his  Excellency  for  his  Message, 
Jated  IfJth  March,  accompanying  various  Documents  on  the  Finan- 
ki;il  relations  of  this  Province  with  Upper  ('anada.  Those  Documents, 
llicwing  that  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  the  last  Session  had  not  been 
Vitisractory  to  the  Legislature  of  Upper  Canada,  two  Bills  which  af- 
erwards  became  laws,  were  introduced,  allowing,  for  the  previous 
Ifear,  a  just  proportion  of  the  produce  of  Custom  Duties  to  Upper  Ca- 
nada, to  be  calculated  agreeably  to  the  certified  Report  of  the  Col- 
Dctor  established  at   Coteau-  du-Lac ;  and  appointing  Commissioners 

meet  those  of  Ujiper  Canada,  for  the  purpose  of  coming  to  a  bet- 
er  understanding  with  that  Province  on  the  subject  of  Custom  Du- 
Ses,  and  '•  on  the  proportion  to  be  received  or  to  be  paid  of  any  Dutiet 

already  imposed  or  herenjler  to  be  imposed." 

Much  time  appears  to  have  been  lost  this  Session  ;  for  though  the 
toad  Act  Amendment  Bill  and  the  Judicature  Act  Amend  .lent  Bill 
m1  been  long  deliberated  upon,  they  were  finally  postponed. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  Session,  the  Speaker  communicated  to  the 
louse  a  letter  from  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Upper 
janada,  dated  September,  1797,  which  accompanied  three  setts  of  the 
lets  of  the  Legislature  of  that  Province,  and  suggested  the  propriety  of 
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n  rrcinroi  al  coiunuinicnlioii  ot'lawM  nriHiicil  in  mcli  oi'thc  (wii  IVnviiiii'«  I 
•<)  intinintrly  coiiiktUmI  in  iiuliticii)  iiiid  conMMi'rcial  rclalioiu.    i||,J 
in^l^rNlioi)  liu<i  hoiMi  |tr(Hii|itly  nrlcil  iipiin,  llir  Spraker  liavinj^  iuininli. 
Alcly  Kont  ill  return  (liriT  RcllAorilic  OnlinunrcH  oi'tlic  ('taru  il  uihI  iho 
J'ariianicntnry  Statiiirn  partNcd  in  (jni'licr  I'nun  llu<  year  I  TV  I. 

TliiM   Si*HKi<ni,  Iravin^  much  uniinJMluil  liusincMM,   w^^'^  cloMcd  17,., 
M.iy.  I7!>H,  by  il  Spcri'h  from  flu*  (invrrnur  (i«  luial  to  liotli  IIoim*, 
in  uliirliluH  I'iXcrlloncy  Cdu^ratulatnl  tlu'Ui    upnn  llir  internal  pciii 
1111(1  tran  piility  oC the  Country,  uhieh  ht<  aMerilied  (<•  the  uell  riMimlii, 
conviction  in  the  niindsi  oi'thc  fi;rv\\t  nnijiuily  ol'hiN  MajeHty'H  SnlijniJ 
that  they  enjoyed  the  I'nMeHt  proteetitni  of  penani  and  property,  uiili 
that  N(>(urily   apiiuHt  ttu'ei^n  a^^reH>«ion,  which  the  powerl'ul  arm  if 
(ireat  Britain  alone  could  have  allorded,  amidst  tlic  collisiouH  ol'  tliJ 
nu)st  warlike  natiouM  of  the  worhl.     llin  I'Acellency  i'urther  rcrdtn. 
mended  to  the  MetnherH  the  expetliency  of  chcriKJiin^,  nnniuf;  tluir 
constituentH,  thoHo  sentimentti  oi'loyal  Hatisl'action  whidi  would  riiidirl 
them  worthy  of  the  continnwl  regard  of  the  Sovert'ign,  and  of  a  |mrl 
ticipation  in  all  the  benefitn  which  their  conncctiui)  with  tltu  Uritishl 
Knipirc  wui  calculated  tu  ubtnin. 
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•fhiril  Sfiu'tn  of  Ihf  nfciuiil  I'rovitirin/  hitlinnwnl,  A  ''«•»/  firui'tu,  prtUffc  in 
new  Litwi.  -ditvevnin-'iSiierrh.  l'/ii(lrrinf(  Aihhm  nf  Ihe  limine  nf  A»tttnh/i/, 
iiili'iiifi'il I  >  tit'iilily  llii'  /,(•  [hlitliveCtiiinrtl.  Iti'inlhr^  >ifit  l!i//tir/'iir  n'iiili»!f 
fill  F.yi'i'//enrj/'n  S/h'rrfi.  S^in/>/iiiiii  uf  Inifv-ivfinrnt  (  •  oniliir/inif  tlir  l>u- 
linftnuf  Ihf  lluunf.  Mint  ijinit  inn*  of  the  Html  Ail,  in  fin- a*  irxanliil  the 
litifiiif  Uiiflti'canil  Mn'tieal,  Thenr  M I'li/iriitiuim  (Irirriht-'t,  anil  rennn' 
mciiilnl  in  iiiiit/ 1(  Hin  1 1  lUiN^h  itnil  I'.thininl  /niirtiif.  I'ermnnnit  hinliUti/ 
to  th.'  prinripleiuf  tli'i  e  moili/iritlion$  in  the  Miijuiily  nfihe  Anicmhlyiinil  if 
l/ifc/erlii'fbii/^.  Hi f I  for  Ihi^eiilabHthinnil  uf  fluufcn  ofC'tnrrli'in.  hrfriii 
ofiuth  fUiihtiihiiwntu  iin  Ihf  fueneiit  itfilem.  Will  f>r  the  better  re^ulnti  m  uf 
IVei^hti  It  ml  Men m re  i.-  li^ll  tu  /irmiile  a  I'unil  tt  ilefniy  the  e  i  jietixe  ufhii  ilil' 
ii'K  Court 'Hniiie».  It^  pt  inriplei  ileriiiteit  frnm  nflerwitril<.  I'Allftr  le- 
eiiiiiiinfithe  Coniuliiliitiun  Art.  lU'Jlrrli'HiHun  thiiAvf.  Mtiti/icnlion  of  the 
ntrcemeiit  with  Upjier  Vuiimln  on  the  diiinion  uf  Hevenue.  -IHIt  ftr  the  re. 
Kniiition  of  Miiitrei  ite  l')\te.  -Attempt  t'l  ene turii^^e  the  l'ultiia/i:j/i  of  Ihe 
Sir^nr  Maple  Tree,  Vet  it  ion*  ftr  the  entnbliHhment  of  new  I'ariihii.  ^^yl'- 
enior'n  Speech  at  the  end  of  the  .k'lxiin,  tneiitioned  in  rtnnixli  m  with  hit 
intended  departure  tt  l/tnd tn.  -Fourth  He$tion.  -I'relimimiry  reniarkt  on 
tliefeelinit^ofthe  I'^enrh  Canadian*,  an  evinced  hi/  the  Jail  ure  inohlaininn 
vuliinlitr^  etntributi'inn.  Addre^iei  to  (iorernor  I'reHCill  on  hit  depintnre 
f rum  the  I'rovince.  Accetiiuu  uf  Sir  Hohert  Shore  Mihiei  at  l.ieule>iiii/t 
Covernor.  -llii  fon^  Adniiniiitration,  and  iln  pcrniciom  eJJ'ectH  on  Uriliih 
Colonisation.  -Ilii/ird  Speech  dencribcil,  with  a  remark  up  tn  the  Address  of 
the  llouu!  of  Amembljf.  Attempt  to  obtain  encoura-^eincn/  for  the  Citltira- 
ti'tn  of  Hemp,  -lienewal  of  the  Claim  ori  the  part  of  the  I'rovince  tt  the  Jc- 
iuitii'  FMale.».—Addres»  to  the  Lieutenant  (Governor  on  thimuhjcct.  — Hi* 
FJicel/ency*  nejpljf.-~l'rid;fe  over  the  Hirer  Jacquen  Cartier.  —Unnuccensful 
tdlenipt  on  the  part  of  the  Minority  to  entablish  a  qualification  of  Property 
for  a  neat  in  the  Home  of  Amembly.  Expulsion  of  a  Member  toithout  a  call 
of  the  House.-  Fnereaned  Jealouxy  between  the  House  of  As»embly  and  the 
Iji'^inlative  Council.— End  of  the  secofid  House  of  Atnemblyf  and  its  charac- 
ter. -Bnumeruiion  of  new  /let*. 

TiiE  third  Session  of  the  second  Provincial  Parliament  of  Lower 
ICanada,  pregnant  with  the  dehberutions  of  previous  Sessions,  was  un- 
lusually  prolific  in  laws,  principally,  however,  of  a  local  description, 
lit  was  opened  on  the  28th  of  iMarch,  1799,  with  a  Speech  from  the 
|(jovernor  General,  which  alluded  to  the  late  iniportant  exploit."  of  his 
■Majesty's  Navy,  under  the  command  of  the  heroic  Nelson ;  recommend- 
ed the  re-enactment  of  the  Consolidation  Act,  and  the  continuation 
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oftlic  Art  fertile  l>cttpr  preservation  of  his  Majesty's  Governnunt,  to 
the  sii[)|)OJt  of  vvliich  in  due  vigour,  was  justly  ascribed  the  peace 
prosperity,  and  extending  conmierce  of  the  Country. 

The  Addresses  of  both  Houses  in  reply,  were  nearly  echoes  of  the  I 
Speech  ;  and,  owing  probably  to  the  knowledge  possessed  by  the  Ma. 
jority  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  differences  between  the  Gov- 
ernor and  several  Mend)ers  ot    the   Executive  and  the    Legislative  I 
Councils  on  the  Land-business,  the  language  of  the  Commons  was  flat- 
tering  to  his  Excellency,  whose  Administration  was  characterised  aj| 
benevolent. 

The  vigilant  ambition  of  the  Majority  appeared,  in  adopting  an  I 
analagous  practice  of  the  House  o"  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  by 
postponing  tl«e  reading  of  his  Excellency's  Speech  till  after  tljeirprivi.  I 
lege  of  originating  laws  should,  as  matter  of  form,  be  exercised.    Ac- 
cordingly,  when  the  House  had  returned  from  the   Legislative  Coun. 
cil  Chamber,  where    the  Provincial   Parliament   had  been  opened,  a  I 
Bill  continuing  a  previous  Act  for  the  appointment  of  Returning  Offi. 
cers  was  read  for  the  first  time ;  after  which  the  Speaker  reported  tlie  i 
Speech  of  the  Governor ;  and  a  Conimitiee  of  five  Members  was  ap- 
pointed to  frame  an  Address. 

Some  improvement  in  conducting  the  routine  of  public  business  I 
was  evident   this    Session;  for  we  find  that  the  renewal  of  expiring 
laws  occupied   the  first  attention   of  the  Legislators  ;  and  the  Bills  | 
were  promptly  brought  in  and  considered. 

The  violent  aggressions  on  the  public  authorities  by  the  opponents  I 
of  the  Road  Act,  having  been  properly   resisted   by  the  Governor,  | 
those  who  had   any  just  grievances  resorted  .     Constitutional  mea- 
sures, praying  for  a  modification  of  some  of  the  enactments ;  and  a  I 
Bill  was  introduced  which  became  a  law  this  Session,  modifying  and 
improving  the  previous  Act,  with  reference  chiefly  to  the  cities  and  | 
vicinities  of  Quebec  and  'Montreal,     lliis  Act,  imposing  an   Assess- 
ment on  Rent,  and  enactirig  a  composition  for  public  labour,  is  analo- 
gous to  what,  in  Great  Britain  and  Upper  Canada,  is  termed  Coun- 
ty Rates,  a  species  of  local  ^nd  direct  taxes,  which  forms  the  legiti- 
mate fund  for  the  expenses  of  local  establishments  and  improvements. 
It  will  hereafter  appear  that  the  Majority  of  the  House  of  Assemblj-^ 
influenced  both  by  interest  and  anti-commercial  prejudices,  were  re- 
solved to  raise  by  taxes  on  Commerce,  instead  of  County,  or  rather 
District  Rates,   the  means  of  building  and  repairing   Court-Houses 
and  Gaols,  thus  deviating,  in  an  important  point,  from  the  practice  of  I 
other  Countries,  and  leading  to  a  lavish  expenditure  of  the  public  mo* 
nies. 

The  increasing  population  of  the  Province,  attended  by  a  large 
augmentation  of  inhabitants  in  Quebec  and  Montreal,  exposed  to  the 
usual  temptations,  prescribed  the  necessity  of  a  Lf.gislative  Provision 
for  the  correction  of  various  minor  offenders ;  but  the  views  of  the 
Legislature  at  that  time  extended  no  farther  than  to  make  distinctions 
between  the  prisoners  in  the  District  Gaols,  confined  as  culprits,  and 


01'    LOVvKIl    CANADA, 


39 


loflicrs  confiiicil  for  punibhments  awiirdcd.  The  first  essay  towards  a 
lllnuse  of  Correction  niercly  declared  llie  Common  Gaol  to  be  a  re- 
jccptacle  for  various  minor  ofiendcrs,  who  should  be  employed  at  hard 
lliibour,  under  ihe  superiiitendunce  of  Commissioners,  iiiterft;ring  in  no 
Igmall  degree  with  the  responsibilities  of  the  Sheriff,  and  leading  to  in- 
Iconveniencies  which  can  only  be  removed  by  establishments  for  the 
ICoirectional  Police  of  Quebec  and  Montreal,  entirely  separated  from 
jtiie  Coannon  Prisons  of  the  Districts.  The  Act  for  the  restricted  pur- 
Ipose  iforesaid,  however,  gave  rise  to  various  temporary  expedients, 
jtendiiig  to  show  the  necessity  of  establishing,  as  soon  as  possible,  a 
lllouse  of  Correction,  worthy  of  the  name;  and  of  which  the  Ins»'*u- 
[tions  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  of  the  United  States  afford  so  many 
Iniodcls. 

The  Bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  Weights  and  Measures  throng!*  • 
lout  the  Province,  which  became  a  law  this  Session,  was  of  great  uti- 
llity;  hut  in  the  course  of  its  discussion,  the  tenacity  of  the  Majority 
Ito  old  denominations,  was  particularly  evinced  in  retaining  the  Cana- 
Idian  Minot,  which  is  about  eight  per  cent  larger  than  the  Wincliester 
Ibusliel,  and  five  per  cent  larger  than  the  bushel  comprised  in  the  Im- 
Ipcrial  Quarter  of  eight  bushels,  established  in  England  in  the  year 
IIH'2,5. 

The  House  of  Assembly  was  employed  in  deliberating  on  the  con- 
Itiimation  of  various  temporary  Acts,  and  on  the  Bills  before  men- 
(tioned,  till  the  23d  April,  when  a  Message  was  received  from  his  Ex- 
cellency signifying  his  Majesty's  gracious  intention  to  advance  a  suffi- 
cient sum  of  Money  for  the  erection  of  Court  Houses  in  the  Districts 
lofQuebec  and  Montreal.     An  address  of  thanks  was  voted  for  this 
Message  ;  and  a  Bill  was  soon  after  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  ap- 
plying this  Money  by  Commissioners,   and  devising  means  of  repay- 
ment.   The  expenses  were   limited  to   Five  Thousand  Pounds  for 
iuebec  and    Montreal   respectively;  and   the  means  of  repayment 
|»vere  established  by  taxes  on  various  Writs,  issuing  in  due  course 
of  law  in  his  Majesty's  Provincial  Courts.      This  Bill  having  be- 
come a  law,  had  a  considerable  influence  on  the  future  conduct  of  the 
Majorities  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  who,  being  partly  composed  of 
..awyers,  were  led  by  professional  interest  to  deprecate  such  restric- 
tions upon  the  litigious  spirit  of  their  clients.     Taxes  on  Merchandise 
vere  more  agreeable  to  that  influential  profession  ;  and  were  success- 
fully recommended  as  the  ways  and  means  for  providing,  at  a  future 
day,  new  Gaols  for  the  Districts  of  Quebec,  Montreal,  and  Three 
livers. 

The  re-enactment  of  the  Consolidation  Act,  which  had  not  been 
issented  to  by  his  Majesty  in  the  time  limited  hy  the  Constitution, 
fas  carried  through  with  the  utmost  unanimity  ;  and  as  this  law  has  a 
bearini;  upon  the  Financial  disputes,  which  have  long  agitated  the 
branches  of  the  Provincial  Legislature,  it  may  be  proper  here  to  state 
!ts  object  and  consequences.  The  object  of  this  Act,  3D  Geo.  HI. 
cap.  9,  was  to  obtain  the  repeal  of  the  Britisli  Act  11  Geo.  III.  cap  US, 
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uiul  '2H  Geo.  III.  cap.  39 — and  by  offeiing  a  permanent  Act,  with  por. 
nuiiient  appropriations  uniountin|r  to  Twelve  Thousand  Pounds  Jjtcr- 
ling,  to  obliterate  all  traces  of  Taxation  by  the  Imperial  GovcrniiHnt 
for  the  pur|)ose.s  of  internal  Kevenuc.  'J'he  conscquencesof  a  conipliante 
on  the  part  of  the  British  Parliament  with  the  object  of  this  Colonial 
Act  would  have  been,  theoretically  at  least,  to  make  the  existence  oF  his 
iNIiijesty's  Civil  (lovernment  depend  on  ttie  will  of  the  Canadian  Lcgis. 
lature.  The  British  Ministry,  however,  have  never  moved  Parliament  I 
to  coniply  with  the  conditions  of  this  Act,  which  remains  a  dead  let. 
ter  upon  the  Statute  Hook  of  liOwrr  Canada.  This  hesitation  was 
the  most  decisive  proof  then  afforded  by  his  Majesty's  (jiovernnien:, 
that  the  operjitionof  the  Constitutional  Act  had  not  answered  the  ex- 
pectation of  its  framers  ;  and,,  aware  of  the  composition  of  our  lod 
Legislature,  no  person,  acquainted  wflh  the  tendencies  of  Colonial  af- 
fairs, and  sincerely  attached  to  the  British  connection,  can  avoid  ac- 
knowledging the  judicious  conduct  of  the  Colonial  Department,  I 
which  seems  perfectly  to  have  understood  that  there  are  occasionally 
repeated  and  urgent  calls  to  action,  which  true  policy  suggests  the 
expediency  of  answering,  ifj/  doiris;  nothing  at  all. 

But,  retuniing  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  ac  I 
have  to  remark,  that  the  negociations  between  the  Commissioners  of  I 
Lower  Canada,  respecting  the  division  of  Revenue,  was  successful ;  andf 
that  additional  articles  of  agreement,  one  of  which  suspended  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  6th  article  of  the  previous  agreement,  which  slipulatcdl 
the  imposition  by  Upper  Canada  of  the  same  duties  on  imports  from 
the  United  States  into  that  Province,  as  existed  on  imports  from  those 
States  into  the  Lower  Province,  were  sanctioned.     This  part  of  th" I 
arrangement  was  extremely  favourable   to  Upper  Canada,  and  was! 
permitted  to  exist  so  long  as  the  Governn>ent  of  the  United  Statesj 
abstained  from  imposing  duties  on  imports  from  Upper  Canada.* 

As  connected  with  the  Road  Act,  we  should  mention  that  the  easel 
of  Maitres  de  Poste,  or  persons  keeping  horses  arnl  carriages  for  the  I 
acco\nmodation  of  travellers,  was  taken  into  consideration  this  Session,! 
and  that  a  law  was  passed  regulating  the  duty  and  compensation  of| 

•  To  persons  rfesiroHs  of  taking  a  retrospect  of  the  intercourse  between  this  Pro- 
vince and  Upper  Caoada,  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  state  the  dutiable  Aitidtil 
reported  as  having;  passed  upwards  by  Coteau  du  Lac,  namely  :•— 
58,9H9^  gallons  of  Jauiiiica  Spirits,  or  Ruai> 
2,625     do.  foreign  Hrandy,  or  Spirits, 

638     dok   Molasses, 
5000J  do.  Madeira  Wine, 
)3,804>    do.   Fort  and  all  other  Wines  except  Madeira, 
28,801     lbs.  of  Loaf  or  Lump  Sugar, 
)I,.520    do.  Muscovado  Sugar, 
8,445    do.   Coffee, 

2     do.   Leaf  Tobacco, 
1,182     packs  Playing  Cards, 
2,914    ininots  Salt. 
The  2.^  per  cent,  duty  on  dry  goo<lsdid  not  exist  at  this  tinf>e;  consequently,  tlie I 
amount  of  them  and  ul*  many  other  articles  cannot  be  found  in  the  Report. 
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llioso  [UTRons  ill  a  niaiiner  which  oncourngcd  the  inforcourse  by  land 

feftweon  tl>e  principal  Cities  on  the  hne  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  varyintj 

liic  rates  of  mihige  accordinj;  to  the  state  of  the  roads  in  the  Spriii<^  and 

liitumn,  and  admitting  of  an  extra  charge  for  relays  of  horses  requir- 

by  persons  travelling  in  their  own  carriages. 

Several  abortive  projects  for  the  encouragement  of  articles  of  Ca- 

jiadian  produce  were  brought  forward,  and  among  others,  a  bill  for  the 

bresorvation  of  the  Sugar  Maple  and  IMane  Trees,  with  a  view  to   the 

Extension  of  the  manufacture  of  Sugar.     In  a  Commercial  Colony,  in- 

erc'stod  in  keeping  up  an  intercourse  with  the, British  Sugar  Colonies, 

kiiis  proceeding  was  of  doubtful  expediency,  and  was  opposed  by  the 

Jenantile  interest,  with  the  same  views  as  any  direct  encouragement 

br  tlie  manufacture  ot  Whiskey  would  now  be  opposed. 

Applications  for  the  establishment  of  new  Parishes  were  again 
mule  this  Session,  but  without  eflect ;  and  the  remote  concessions, 
nhabited  by  persons  of  the  Itoniish  Religion,  were  accommodated 
^ith  Missionaries,  it  being  considered  that  the  establishment  of  new 
Kirishes  was  a  matter  of  State  policy,  worthy  of  the  deliberation  of 
he  Imperial  Parliament,  and  which  long  afterwards  was  attempted  to 

I  provided  for  in  the  postponed  Bill  for  uniting  the  Legislatures  of 

OH  IT  and  Upper  Canada,  in  the  year  182ii. 

At  the  end  of  this  Session  of  the  Provincial  Parliament,  fJd  June, 
[79,9,  the  lloyal  Assent  was  given  to  ten  Bills;  and,   in  his  closing 

cecli  to  both  Mouses,  the  Crovernorin  Chief  bestowed  ample  praise 

the  Members  of  the  Mouse  of  Assembly,  appearing  to  solicit  from 
|leni  a  testimony  to  their  Constituents  in  favour  of  his  public  con- 
lict;  and  it  is  probable,  from  the  unusual  warmth  of  his  expressions, 
bat  his  Excellency  was  desirous  of  obtaining  farther  proofs  of  attach- 
ent  to  his  Administration  before  visiting  London,  where  his  presence 
k(l  unfortunately  been  rendered  necessary,  in  consequence  of  hisdif- 
rerices  with  Chief  J'astice  Osgoode  and  the  Executive  Council,  on 

subject  of  publishing  his  Majesty's  gracious  Instructions,  to  faci- 
ateajusiand  liberal  arrangement  of  the  Claims  of  numerous  de- 
lving Individuals,  who  had  been  invited  to  lay  out  their  money  and 
bour  upon  the  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown. 

[Before  treating  of  the  Fourth  and  last  Session  of  the  Second  House 
jAssembly,  it  will  be  proper  to  allude  to  some  events  which  throw 
lilt  upon  the  spirit  and  ambition  of  the  Majority  of  that  Body,  and 
Ion  the  general  disposition  of  their  Constituents,  to  whose  sense  so 
any  and  fatiguing  appeals,  by  repeated  dissolutions  and  re-elections, 
Ive  been  made,  in  his  Majesty's  name,  since  the  year  1809. 
iThe  extraordinary  efforts  required  to  carry  on  the  War  between 
jfeat  Britain  and  the  Revolutionary  Government  of  France,  having 
Bily  exhausted  the  ingenious  devices  of  Taxation,  the  Prime  IMinis- 
\,  the  illustrious  Mr.  Pitt,  was  induced  to  feel  the  Pulse  of  the  Na- 

by  calling  for   voluntary  contributions  for  the  support  of  the 

and  necessary  War,  in  which,  for  the  preservation  of  the  Thrones, 
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the   Altars  and  llie  Iiulepeiulencc  of  European  Stafts,  Ilif*  Majtsi,! 
and  his  Allies  were  engaged.     The  result  pnjved  that   the  Piilsp, 
the  British  people  beat  high  with  loyalty  and  patriotism.     The  (on^ 
tributions,  in  which  the  widow's  mite  was  not  despised,  produci 
millions  of  money  in  the  United  Kingdom;   and  the  occasion  «u 
seized  with  avidity  by  Britons  throughout  the  world,  to  manifest  theij| 
zeal  for  the  National  Cause  and  forj^the  support  of  the  Imperial  Go»| 
ernment.     Persons  of  this  description,  and  the  more  inunediate 
lierents  of  the  Administration  of  Lower  Canada,  in  Quebec,  Montreai 
Three  Rivers  and  William-Henry,  attempted  to  second  the  geneiJ 
movement,  and,  by  their  example,  to  draw  from  the  pockets  of  tin 
French  Canadians  and   their  Representatives,   a  icw   thousiuuls  ( 
pounds,  but  without  effect.     The  French  Canadians  and  their  influj 
ential  Representatives,  from  the  causes  already  mentioned,  had  in r 
manner  sympathised  with  the  British  Nation,  nor  ideiitifird  thciiisclvi 
with  its  fortunes  or  its  glory.     On  the  contrary,  the  disposition  ot'i 
*'  Nation  Canadienne"  and  the  ambition  of  its  Representatives,  foi| 
tered  by  the  preposterous  policy  ot  the  ("onquering  Power,  were  i 
remain  a  separate  people,  distinguished  from  Englishmen  by  LaHj 
Language,  ISIannersand  Customs  of  their  own.     Under  such  circua 
stances,  it  was  unnecessary  for  the  Majority  of  the  House  of  Asseii 
biy  to  take  open  measures  against  the  Subscription,   to  alarm  til 
Peasai\try  by  the  spectre  of  Taxation  and  bad  precedents; 
merely  acquiesced  in  the  national  feeling  expressed  in  the  proverlj 
♦'  Charity  begins  at  home,''  adding  signiticantly,  on  the  present  occi 
sion,  that  it  onsrhl  also  to  end  there.    The  result  may  be  easily  gues 
ed  by  our  reaaers :  instead  of  obtaining  fifty  thousand  pounds,  i 
some  sanguine  calculators  expected,  from  a  Province  containing  thi 
number  ot  Householders,  the  Subscription   was  chiefly  confined 
persons  of  British  origin  in  the  Cities  J^rH  Boroughs,  and  did  notf 
ceed  one  tenth  of  that  sum,  th.  joghout  the  Canadas. 

A  contemporaneous  event,  however,  showed  that  a  little  managi 
ment  could  obtain  compliments  and  professions,  costing  little, 
pledging  less  of  money  or  service.  The  intention  of  Governor  Pn 
cott  to  visit  London  produced  Addresses  warmly  expressed  and  nj 
merously  subscribed  ;  and  the  kw  who  sincerely  esteemed  that  exo 
lent  man  were  joined  by  the  many  who  considered  his  vigorous  AJ 
ministration  as  unfavourabb  to  their  views,  combining  expressiomif 
sorrow  for  his  departure  with  their  secret  hopes  that  he  would  neta 
return. 

The  Administration  now,  with  diminished  lustre,  wai»  to  be  coJ 

Y  ducted  by  a  Civil  Governor  ;  and  the  long  contini.ition  of  Sir  Roba 

'   Shore  Milnes,  in  the  capacity  of  Lieutenant  Governor,  had  a  lastiij 

'     effect  on  the  Affairs  of  the  Province,  by  producing  those  comproit 

ing  measures  which  entirely  lost  sight  of  the  means  of  rendering! 

Canadas  subservient  to  the  interest  of  the  Empire  at  large.    This  / 

ministration,   indeed,   was  chiefly  occupied  in  dividing  among  i 
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[ly  adherents  the  wrecks  of  the  New  Settlements  on  the  Tree  and 
fommon  Soccage  Lands;  and,  in  the  absence  of  a  Military  Governor, 
awyer*  and  I'riests  encreased  their  influence  and  intrigues,  while 
otiiing  but  the  tenacity  or  vis  inertias  of  Government  and  Party  was 
jjsplayed.     If  our  readers,  however,  were  satislied  with  appearances 
I  paper,  they  would  admire  the   interested  jugglery  now  (li!sj)layed 
7  the  Executive,  in  numerous  grants  of  Townships,  under  pretext  of 
(tiling  the  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown.     To  a  judicious  observer, 
owever,  the  List  of  Grants,  during  this  long  Admini»tration,  conveys 
be  revolting  idea  ol"  vast  tracts  of  fertile  l^and  being  conveyed    to 
ersons  devoid  alike  of  the  talent  and  capital  recjuisite  to  form  bene- 
biiil  Settlements;  while  the  conduct  of  those  monopolists,   in  eject- 
hgmany  deserving  occupants  of  those  Lands,  forcibly  reminds  us  i)f 
L  bitter  sarcasm  of  (ialgacus  against  the  Koniuus,  ''ti/it//  l/uy  have 
\ade  a  desert  they  cull  it  peare." 
This  Session  was  opened  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  5th  March, 
P(K),  with  a  Speech  tobotli  Houses  ;  in  which  he  alluded  to  the  tran- 
pillity  insured  to  (Uinada,  and  to  the  other  Dependencies  of  the  Brit- 
Ji  Empire   in  North   America,   by   the  protection   of  his  Majesty's 
Jrnis;  but,  considering  the  unabated  spirit  of  intrigue  which  eliarac- 
ir'iscd  the  IVcnch  Govermnent,  then  administered  by  Napoleon  Buo- 
knaitc,  as  First  Consul,  he  recommended  the  continuance  of  these 
nipoiary  Laws,  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's  Government  and  the 
Ijulation  of  Aliens,  which  bad  already  produced  the  most  salutary 
Iccf*.      Adverting  to  a  contagious   disease   wln'ch   had   prevailed 
nong  the  Troops  landed  from  a  Transport  towards  the  close  of  the 
^6tyear,  he  recommended  a  revisal  of  the  Quarantine  Act,  and  the 
vestment  of  the  Executive,  with  additional  powers  for  the  prtvcn- 
|in  of  the  introduction  and  spreading  ol"  such  diseases.     His  Exccl- 
hicy,  addressing  the  House  of  Assembly,   next  pjomised  a  state- 
entofthe  Provincial  Revenue  of  the   Crown,  and   allucj^d  to  the. 
^eerOil  and  successful  manner  in  which  the  British  Nation  support- 
tlie  unexampled  hurthejjs  of  the  War.     Addressing  both  Houses, 
I  injudiciously  boasted  of  an  alledgcd  success  in  obtaining  voluntary 
|iiitributions,  within  the  Province,  for  the  support  of  the  War  in 
lirope;  and,  after  a  transition  to  the  friendly  relations  then  existing 
^th  the  United  States,  his  Excellency  ended  with  stating  that  he 
emed  it  unnecessary  to  reconimend  to  both  Branches  of  the  Legis- 
[uro,  a  continuation  of  that  zealous  attention  to  the  public  welfare, 
liicli,  he  was  pleased  to  say,  had   hitherto  so  highly  distinguished 
eir  proceedings. 

[The  Addresses  of  both  Houses  were  nearly  echoes  to  his  Excellen- 
18  Speech;  but  the  Majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  very  judi- 
|)usly  prevented  any  allusion  to  the  paragraph  which  boasted  of  vo- 
fitary  Contributions,  well  knowing  how  little  share  themselves  or  their 
kistituents  had  in  such  tokens  of  loyally  ;  but  this  Body  coincided 
*h  the  Legislative  Council  in  complimentary  expressions  to  his  Ex- 
llency  on  his  accession  to  the  Government  of  the  Province. 
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llic  House  of  Assembly  began  tbe  public  business,  by  ndvirtiiw 
<o  tbe  expiring  liinvs;  and  it  wus  resolved  to  take  tbe  Speetli  ot'iiJ 
Kxeelleiiey  into  consideration,  tlie  12tb  Marcb.  On  tbe  lOth  ofl 
Marcb,  an  attempt  was  made  by  tbe  ('ommercial  Minority,  to  ohtainl 
some  direct  encouragement  by  bounty,  (or  tbe  cull  ore  of  Ilenip.  nf, 
article  to  vvbicb  the  soil  of  sontc  parts  of  tbe  Province  was  said  tohcl 
uell  adapted,  and  wbicb  tbe  wants  of  tbe  Ibitisb  Navy  vvoidd  n'wki] 
saleable  at  a  fair  rennmerating  price  in  tbe  Hritisb  Market.  Hm  [ 
wben  a  motion  was  make  to  refer  tbe  subject  to  a  ('onmiittee  offivej 
Members,  tbe  Majority,  renuuking  that  tbe  demand  for  tbe  nrtidel 
would  chiefly  depend  uj)on  the  contingency  of  a  long  duration  (ifilicl 
present  War,  negatived  tbe  (jucstion  ;  and  they  have  generally  rellisfjl 
to  vote  the  money  of  their  Constituents  for  similar  purposes,  liwiiij 
such  objects  to  the  influence  of  external  Commerce,  and  to  tlicmJ 
tronageofthe  Imperial  (jovernment.  I 

Alter  tbe  House  had  expeditiously  passed  the  Bills  for  continiiingl 
the  Act  for  the  better  preservation  of  his  Majesty's  (jcvernment,  iindl 
for  the  regulation  of  Conmicrce  between  this  I'rovince  and  the  Uniicdl 
States,  the  Majority  resumed  tbe  subject  of  the  Estates  of  the  Ijitclvl 
proscribed  and  extinct  Order  of  .Jesuits,  which  they  had  learned  liuil 
recently  l)een  taken  possession  of  by  tbe  Executive  under  the  |ircio.| 
gative  of  Con(juest,  and  the  reservation  of  Rights  mentioned  in  the! 
capitulation  of  Montreal,  and  again  adverted   to  in   the  unrepcal 
clauses  of  the  Act  li,  Geo.  HI.  cap.  8IJ.     .Jealous  of  thfs  legitimate! 
approj)riation  of  Estates,  the  Kevenue  of  which  if  afterwards  apjilicdbif 
tbe  Crown  to  purposes  of  Education  might  not  be  so  applied  as  tol 
suit  the  views  of  keeping  the  Nation  Cunadiennc  a  separate  poopleJ 
the  Majoriiy  voted  an  Address  to  bis  Excellency,  praying  for  cert 
documents  to  facilitate  tbe  investigation  of  the  Claims  and  Pretensioiisl 
of  the  Province  on  the  .Jesuits'  College,  converted  into  Barracks,  ai 
to  the  Estates  of  that  Order  originally  granted  by  tbe  King  of  rrnncei 
for  the  purpose  of  educating  tbe  Natives  of  the  Country.     The  riplFJ 
of  his  Excellency  stated,  that  in  consequence  of  the  Address  of  thel 
First  House  of  Assembly,  on  the  lltb  April,  1793,  the  Claims  oi'ikl 
Province  had  been  considered  by  his  Majesty   in  Council,  and  tliatl 
tbe  result  of  this  consideration  had  been  an  Order  to  take  possessioDJ 
for  the  Crown  ;  that  if,  after  this  explanation,  the  House  should  (keiiil 
it  advisable  to  investigate,  they  should  have  access  to  the  Docunitii 
required  ;  but  bis  Excellency  having  insinuated  that  farther  applica-l 
tion  on  the  subject  might  be  inconsistent  with  their  accustomed  rc-l 
spcct  for  the  decisions  of  his  Majesty  on  matters  couiiected  with  iiiij 
Prerogatives,    the  House  passed   to  the  order  of  the  day ;  and  tliel 
•Jesuits'  Estates  and  the  Commissioners  for  their  management  liavfl 
ever  since  been  merely  topics  of  occasional  declamation  in  the  GraiiJl 
C'ommittee  of  Grievances. 

Among  Local  Matters  should  be  mentioned  a  Bill  which  became al 
Law  for  the  erection  of  a  Bridge  over  the  River  Jacques  Carlicr,  thel 
rapidity  of  whose  current  had  recently  been  fatal  to  passengers  intliej 
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(irry-honfs.  The  Evpcnditiiro  on  this  object  was  lo  he  (iffccii  hun- 
dred pounds,  which,  as  usual,  the  Majority  would  notsuHcr  to  depend 
upnn  u  County  Rate,  hut  ordered  to  be  taken  from  the  General  Fund 
oflaxation  on  ('otuniercc. 

This  Session  is  rendered  remarkable  by  an  abortive  attempt  to  rs- 
[fiiblisli  «  <|""''''^'"*'""  *"  entith;  persons  to  be  elected  Members  of 
!|lie  House  of  Avsembly,  a  subject  which  lon{;  afterwards  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Union  Hill  of  the  year  18*22.  It  will  hereafter  appear 
that  the  Majority  were  more  inclined  (as  in  the  instance  of  refusinj^ 
admission  to  u  Jew)  to  establish  a  Religious  Test  than  u  pecuniary 
quiiiilication. 

The  expected  General  Election  and  other  circumstances  produced 
|frn|iicnt  instajiccs  of  adjournment  of  the  House,  and  of  Committees 

f;ir  want  of  a  (juorum  ;  but  an  attempt,  towards  the  end  of  the  Ses- 
Uioii,  to  reduce  the  Quorum  from  17  to  10,  was  resisted  as  tendinj;  to 
IgatriHce  the  interest  of  the  Ruling  Party  to  the  Husiness  of  the  Coun- 
[try,  which  appears  to  have  been  readily  postponed  for  Eleclioneeriiif; 
l|)(;r|)()scs ;  and  this  Session  passed  without  a  call  of  the  House,  iiot- 
Iwitlistanding  the  following;  important  aH'air.  After  some  |)rcliminary 
[proci-'cdings,  includinp;  a  hearing  of  Counsel,  the  House,  on  the  2d 
|Api'il»  resolved,  by  a  Majority  of  *21  to  S,  that  ('.  B.  Bouc,  lvs(j.,  having 
Veil  convicted  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  Montreal,  of  a  conspira- 

lev,  with  sundry  other  persons,  to  defraud  Etienne  Drouin  of  divers 
iirge  sums  of  money,  be  expelled  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  Majority  showed  great  jealousy  of  all  measures  originating  in 
Itlie  Lojfislative  Council ;  and  on  this  account,  some  necessary  amend- 
Inients  of  the  Judicature  Act  had  been  long  retarded.  On  the  Sth 
lApril,  a  Bill  for  this  purpose,  sent  down  by  the  Council  for  concur- 
^L'lict',  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  but  little  progress  was  made  in 
lit  during  the  remainder  of  the  Session. 

The  want  of  a  Quorum,  before  mentioned,  was  the  principal  cause 
of  imich  unfinished  Business  being  left  for  the  consideration  of  a  New 
I'arlianient;  and  having  prolonged  the  Session  with  little  effect,  dur- 
ing April  and   May,    it  was  closed  on  the  20th  of  the    latter  month, 
hitha  Speech  from  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  of  the 
most  conciliatory  description.     This  course,  on  the  eve  of  a  General 
Jlleetion,  may  have  suited  tho  purpose  of  the  Executive  ;  but  we  think 
ihiit  the  praise  that  could  at  any  time  be  justly  bestowed  on  this  Par- 
pament,  is  rather  of  a  negative  description.     This  Second  House  of 
issembly  displayed  no  extensive  views  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Country,  either  in   Agriculture  or  in   Commerce;  and  it  is  worthy  of 
Remark,  that  though  their  Financial  Concerns  were  so  nearly  connect- 
ed with  the  Trade  of  the  Country,  no  General  Statement  of  the  Im- 
ports and  Exports  is  to  be  found  in  their  Journals. 

Besides  continuations  of  previous   Acts,   the  following  Laws  were 
Diade  this  Session  :~An  Act  to  give  further  powers  to  the  Executive 
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novrrnmnit  to  nrrvrnt  t\w  intnuliirflon  or  uprrailing  of  Inli'diou, 
or  ('ootn^ioiiH  DiKnixon  in  tliiM  I'roviniv  ;  An  Act  lor  tliu  I'j'ccI ion  of 

11  Htidgoon  tlio  liivvr  .1(iC(|iu>H  ('tirtiur;  A  Dtuliirntory  A(!l  rcNpoct. 
ing  Suits  Cor  C'riniinal  (.'onvi'rHtition  ;  an  Act  to  prevent  thu  iiarbuur- 
ing  of  Uunuwav  Scunient 

NoTH. — Jonn  .l.»«0|ili  CnkO( .  Ilip  Inot  of  tli*  Canndinn  Jviiuilii,  ilivd  nn  llip  lOih 
Mitri'li,  IK(HK  unci  titv  rx|iroialJ<»ii  ot'lliiR  «'Vi'itl  K«vfl  oi'i'n«li)ii  lo  ihu  |»ro««>ikt  ri>n<>wt| 
ui  tlitu  ll\it'Niiuu  «»hii'l)  liiid  not  bvvn  ngiuivd  in  ilia  A»>uiiil>ly  tinea  ili«  yutir  I7U3, 
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CHAP.   VI. 

A.  n.  IHOl  &  1 802. 

Central  V.lfctinn  ftr  the  Third  Ihune  of /Un'nihfi/.  -Thtt  F.rartilive  pr  event* 
the  retiifn  i{f  Hvy  Member  iniini-al  I'}  the  l.nntl  llndril,  Cmnp'niifiitn  'tf  lh« 
Jhitue  (IciCribril,  I'nrty  Spirit  nut  }iel  an  iiiijiediineiil  tt  I'uhlir  IIUMiiicti. 
■■  'the  Imperiiil  (iitvertiment  iippiirert'i/  iitniware  uf  the  iih;tiirtc:i  to  ,U>nH' 
fieatiint  rnnned  by  the-  CdfiMtilittioiKt/  Arti  limt  Se*Hiini,  Mr.  I'irntt  n  re- 
elected  Speaker.  I.ieiiteiiniit  (iovertinr'n  S/ieerh,  -The  yidilrem  t/J'  the  Huute 
of  An  emblij,  in  al/iidiim  to  I'ree  Schw/n,  nhinii  it^  exc/itnive  a/lnrhinent  tt 
the  I'retivh  lM»Kua/,e.  He-e.'ertion  of  ('.  H.  IUhk\  the  e.vpcl/cd  Member.  • 
His  case  compared  with  that  «/'  .fohn  IVilken.  'l'lii<  Sennioti  remnrknbfe  for 
the  number  of  Acta  ptnued.  -.Jiidne.i  and  Liiun/rrt  c/mbine  with  the  Country 
Membern  in  t».rinn  Commerce.  Thin  »y\lem  of  'I'n.rntion,  and  a  tempirarjif 
pro  perilif,  produce  a  /iivish  diap >!iiti tn  of  Public  Monieu  Act  emp iwcrii^i 
the  Judf^eit  of  the  (\iurt  of  Kinif'^  Peiirh  to  make  Hu/e.t  and  (hde.m  nf  Prac- 
tice, -  Impurtaut  ctnuniuenccn  of  the  tx.-rcine  ofth  ne  pmoern  nt  n  future  do  y. 
J.ebnte^on  the  Act  respecting;  IVills  and  'I'estaments.  The  introduction  of  llie 
]}evi»ori/  Oiilh  cenHured.-  Ab'trtive  attempt  to  modify  the  I'eudat  Law  asre- 
tpectshis  M({/'etfy's  Tenantsen  Hoture.  S'lppfy  to hin  Mujentij  bij Iwopenna- 
tient  Acts.  -Act  fur  the  Advancement  of  Learning.-  Obstacfei  to  Ihecrcrn/i'in 
ofthi*  Act> — Act  fur  remuvinf!,  the  old  I'ortif  cations  of  Monttea/.  J'r<d  of  Ihe 
Session.—Second  lk'g''ion,-l*re/iminarji/  Hemarki,  -The  I'xecutive  e/utic,  the 
dannerouf  onncquences  of  the  pjivers  of  the  Popular  J'.ranch,  hij  temp  ,rit- 
ing  e.vpedicnts.  -  Allusi >n  to  the  Civil  List.  Lieutenant  Corernor'ii  .Speech. 
-The  Address  of  the  Assemb/jy  re'Cchoet  his  abuie  of  the  American  Aitlert 
effected  by  the  Patentee'.  -Abortive  attempt  to  improve  the  lioad  Act,  by  Mr. 
Tasche>  eau.  —  Despatch  of  Business.—  Utility  of  I'xecutive  CuuncillorM  in  the 
House  of  Ansembly.—Utconveniencies  caused  by  their  future  e. relation. —Act 
to  encourage  the  culture  of  Hemp.  -Attempt  to  obtain  a  pecuniary  atluW' 
anee  for  the  service  of  Members  of  the  Assembly,  defeated  by  the  tempurary 

combination  of  English  Members  and  Canadian   Placemen This  Session 

closed  with  a  Speech  suited  tt  the  tempurisinn  views  of  Hir  Hubert  Shore 
Milncti*  Adminintratiun. 

The  Elections  of  the  MeiT'bers  f()r  the  Third  House  of  Assembly  of 
Lower  Canada,  were  distinguished  by  considerable  warmth ;  and  some 
important  local  interests,  combined  with  personal  and  professional  am- 
bition, to  render  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly  an  object  of  competi- 
tion. The  Executive,  anxious  to  prevent  the  arrangements  of  the  Land 
Business  from  being  disturbed,  took  great  pains  to  keep  out  any  one 
likely  to  represent  the  persons  aggrieved  by  those  arrangements  ;  and 
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tlicy  Kiiccri'dcil  ro  m-II  in  tliis  ohjocf,  that  the  disappoiiitcfl  Scttlir, 
I'iMild  not  siTdiid  their  views  of  ohtaiiiiii^  relief  through  a  mission  tij 
Lotuhin,  by  exciting  hoiuc  intt're^it  in  tlicirUivuur  in  the  Iluusc  ut'As- 
scnihly. 

The  FAeentivp  werr  then  nblo  to  return  whom  thry  plenscd  for  the 
n{)ron;j;h  of  William-llenry ;  and  they,  therefore,  iiiHtriicted  the  Ai- 
torney-Cieneral,  Mr.  Sewell,  to  try  his  fortune  as  a  Canchihite  for  the 
("onnty  of  Qiiel)ec;  for  whieh   pin'jiose,   Mr.  IJIack   retired  in  his  fa. 
vonr ;  but  the  Trench  (^ana(han  interest  was  too  stronj;,  and  that  Of. 
firer  owed  his  seat  in  the  House  f<»  his  M.ijfsty's  Borough,  aforcs;ii,|, 
In  the  Horough  of  Three-Kivers,  also,  the  I'ixj'cutive  prevailed  ;  while 
in  tlie  ('ities  of  Queljec  and  Montreal,  tl>o   Mercantile  interest  com- 
bined with  the  I'jxecutivo,  in  returning  a  favoural)le  majority  ;  atul  (in 
a  review  of  the  whole  composition  of  this  Third  House  of  AsseinNv, 
it  njight  have  been  |)redicted  that  the  innnediate  interests  of  the  (i,)v. 
ernment,  apart  from  any  views  »)f  the  anglincalion   of  the  Countrv, 
and  of  making  beneficial  Settlements  of  the  ('rown  Lands,  would  be 
upheld  ;  and  that  the  influence  of  men  in  olficc  would  be  so  much  in. 
creased  as  to  produce  a  considerable  jealousy  ami  reaction  on  thepartof 
the  I'Vench  Canadians  at  a  future  day.*     This  House  consisted  of 
thirty-six    French   Canadian  and  fourteen   English  Members  ;   and 
anjong  those  fifty  were  four  Members  of  the  Executive  Council,  tlirce 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  King's  nench,  four  Seigneurs,  Proprietors  uii. 
der  the  Feudal  Tenure,  some  Notaries  and  Lawyers,  including  the  At. 
torney- General  and   Solicitor  General,   three  Merchants  engaged  in 
extensive  Foreign  Trade,  three  holders  of  minor  Offices  under  Gov- 
ermiient,    hirteen   Habitants  or  Peasants,  some  of  whom  were  nnahk 
to  write  their  names,  the  remainder  consisting  of  Iidand  Traders,  Aiic* 
,  tioneers,  Shopkeepers,  &c.     This  Assembly,  indeed,  was  as  well  com- 1 
Nvposed  as  the  circumstances  of  the  Country  and  its  vicious  Constitu- 
tion, o-iu/«^  rt/<>«OA<  «;/iwrrt/ 5//^rflr;rre  io  the  French  Canadians,  woiM 
permit ; — and  the  business  done,  in  its  contracted  sphere,  will  prove 
the  activity  of  various  interests,  influencing  the  march  of  the  Admi- 
nistration.    It  will  also  be  observed,   that  party  spirit  and  conipcii- 
tion  between  the  Branches  of  the  Legislature  could  still  be  soothed 
into  compromise,  and  that  measures  rather  than  the  men  or  the  depart- 
ments in  which  they  originated,  were  taken  into  consideration.     Mean- 

*  The  following  Members  generally  voted  with  the  Government: — (Executive 
Councillors  and  Officers  under  Government):  Messrs.  Ynunn,  M'Gill,  Lees,  Dt 
Sonne,  P.  L.  Panel,  Scwcli,  Fuucher,  Craigic,  Caldwell,  CnJJln,  Plantc,  Jiaby:  —  {Layi' 
yersand  Merchants);  Walker,  Lester,  Belt,  Badgley: — (Seigneurs);  Jamf*  Cuthbert, 
Jioss  Cuthbert. 

There  was  no  formidable  opposition  to  the  restricted  and  temporising  views  of 
this  Administration  ;  but  the  following  names  were  generally  adverse  to  Guvern. 
n;ent  measures  during  the  present  Session  :  Mes!,rs.  liedurd,  I'oulin,  Archambauii, 
and  Tellicr.  Both  sides  of  the  House,  however,  were  unanimous  in  granting  Sup- 
plies to  his  Majesty  in  aid  of  the  permanent  Revenue,  which  already  exceeded  twen* 
t)  thousand  pounds  sterling. 
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I  (iiiii.,  (lie  Miiri.«.li  (iDViii.nuMi,  I,  riii^;  >i.,'|ii,  dl  tlu- cnn  :i',|ii,  lu-t:;  oC  tlur 
C'(iiisfilii(i<iii;il  Aft>,  I  I  and  .'il,  (ico.  III.,  ii|)|iciir,  I))  ilu-  Itistiiiciionji 
ol'tlif  Colonial  Di'iiaifincnt,  to  have  ailvi'iUil  l<»  llii- anjj;lilifali(»ii  oi 
iho  ('i)iinfiy  lis  a  niirr  niallir  <»l"  lonliiK'  ;  and  tlir  viry  lirni-;  oi"lliiit 
|„iif  tit'liis  Mxtvllcnry's  Spiii'li  uliidi  alluded  to  I  Ik.-  cslahlidnnint 
oi'lVi't-SiIiools,  lii'icaltir  nirnliomd,  proved  lliat  liny  liad  no  idia  of 
tln!  obslacU'.s  to  tlirir  wi.slu.-s  oC^pivadin;,'  llit-  ICnglisli  Language,  n'/ii(  h 
//((•/;■  iw>t  /Ids,  (IS  (ifurcsit'til,  hud  ticiilii!. 

Tiiis  'I'liird  IVovineial   rarlianieiil   uas  hegii/i   on  llie  Is)  January, 

I  sol,  l)y  tlie  preliminary  anaiigenient  of  elioti^ing  a  SpcaLir,   ulun 

hiiiiiL'  tei'hle  allenipts  were  made  l)y  llie  Minority — iir«t,  to  choose  ii 

I lii'iich  Canadian    I'lai-eman,  in  the  pcrsoit  of  Judge   Dehonni- aiul 

liii'xt  to  elect  a  Britihh-horn  Siihjcit,  and   I'AecuJive  (,'oinicillor,   Air. 
JYoiMig;  hnt  Mr.  J.  A.  I'.mct,  the  loinier  Spealvir,  hcing  (iic  choice  of 
jtlic  Majority,  was  approved  !>y  LieulenanL  (Jovernor  Milnes,  in  term.-j 
[ol'eiilogiinn  exci'ciling  the  accustomed  forms  of  eli(|iietle  and  resi'rve 
Inrac'tised  hy  his  p'edcccssors. 

On  (he  lOlh  January,  the  House  being  retiu-ncd  from  tlie  Leglsla- 
livc  Council  Chamber,  and  the  salvo  of  privilegi;  liaving  taken  place 
liv},'iving  leave  to  introduce  and  read  a  l>il',  ihe  Speaker  rej»orted  !ii.'« 
IVALcllcucy's  Speech,  cMubraciiig  a  variety  of  to))I(s,  clilelly  C(jniiecte<l 
niili  the  imujcdiate  wants  and  the  J\dice  oi'tlie  IVovince.     Aliler  al- 
li«/;iig  to  the  uncertain  rchults  of  negocialions  lor  I'eace  in   Kurofjc 
lis  Hxcellency  reconnncnded  a  contiimance  of  the  Acts  for  t!ie  better 
jR'servatioji  of  his  Majesty's  (lovernment  and  the  regnlation  of  Alii'ns  • 
iiid,  adverting  to  the  recent  distressing  I'ne;;  uhicli  a!.'licted  (^ue!)ec,'' 
lu  reconnncnded  that  some  regidations  sliou.'ii  be  made,  to  render  the 
issistanco  of  tlie  Public  more  immediate  and  eiieeiuai  on  such  ocea- 
ns.   Having  next  recoimnended  a  provision  {'or  tin;  support  oft! 
..janc  and  Foundlings,  and  promised  to  submit  a  Statement  (jf  tl-^ 
'roviiicial  Revenue  of  the  Crown  and  of  the  Jv';j)enditure,  remarking, 
ttlic  same  time,  the  encrease  ol"  Trade,  his  Excellency  comniunicat- 
il  tlie  intentions  of  liis  Majesty  to  set  a[)art  a  suitable  portion  of  the 
.imil^of  the  Crov/n,  and  appropriate  their  Ii.eveiiuclbr  the  purpose  of 
jpportlng  a  competent  nunjber  of  IVee-School;;  for  the  instruction  of 
Jie  rising  generation,  in  the  first  rudiments  oi"  u.jeful  Leanu'ng,  and  in 
he  E>i(rlix/t  tou<ri(c,  and  also,  as  occasion  mi;;ht  recjuire,  for  founda- 
lonsof  aniore  large  and  comprehensive  nature.* 
By  conuiuuid  of  his  Majesty,  tlie  Lieutenant  Governor  acknowledged 

*  Tlic  Act  wliicli  was  passed  this  Session,  in  consequence  of  ilic  communication 
tfurc'said,  and  entitled  "An  Act  for  tlie  c.stal>lisliinent  of  I'rce-Stliools  and  for  the 

^advancement  of  Learning  in  this  I'roviiice,"  conlcm>)iafed  two  ol)jccts the  csta- 

lisliinent  of  Colleges  by  u  Corporation  called  l/iu  Itoijal  InslUulioii,  which,  during 
Karl;»hirty  years,  has  remahu'd  iuriHciciit,  and  the  erection  of  Free- Schools,  which 
irty  and  sectarian  obstacles  made  dillicult  of  cKccution.  The  natural  j\alou.->y  of 
le  French  Canadians  was  roused  l)y  the  power  whiih  tliis  Act  gave  to  the  Govim- 
eiit,  in  appointing  Teachers  and  in  diniinibhing  llie  acciislomcd  contruul  of  the 
Ornish  Cleigy  in  lh«  cducutiou  of  the  jj^oplc.     A  dilKrcut  plan  originally  biou'dit 
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till' loyally  <ii' Ills  ('aiiMtliaii   .Siilijcd:),   im   cvinrid   liy    ilic   Miluntir, 
Conti'ilxitioiiH  a«lv(>rl(il  Iti  h\  our  lust  ( 'li,i|itrr  ;  ami  lie  t'liicliiilt  i|  |,ij 
S|K'(>i'li  by  aiiliri|iatlng   iinaiiiinily  and  (lis|iiil«'li    in    I'lililir    !>iisiii<,J 
(Voiii    IMi'inlirrM    wlunii  lio  iicisonnlly    r('('ii;..iiis( d  ih   iin|iuiiiil( d  v.h|, 
tli(>  iii'crssiiry  roiitiiir,  and  animalKl  witli  i'oriii't  viiwj  ol  ljii<  pulilij 
wi'lllni*. 

'I"lu'  Adtlrrrtsrs  oC both  Ilousrs  wnc  fllKd  uitli  <<int|»Ihnrii|s  id  hid 
I'.MiIlriuy,  and  ixpirssionH  of  loyally  |o  liis  Majisiy  ;  but  if  i-;  «„r. 
lliy  orivniaik,  ibat  llit'  Assiinbly,  in  nrarly  t«boin(^  ilic  <lansc  dl  ||, 
iS|i(r(b  ViSjH'c'tinf;  l'"ii't'-S(lut(»ls.  oniillcd  tin-  woiils  "  i.ryjish  Inn'nw 
— .sbowin^  (bat  ibis  part  ol'tlu>  |)ro|)o>-('d  instnulion  ujis  nncnii;:!  nill 
to  (bo  rttlinj;s  ol'tbo  Majorily;  and  it  will  ben  alii  i'  a|i|M'ar  tluil //, 
j))rs(rvatii>n  of  the  I'irmh  toiii^iir.  tiiid  its  cvip/oi^tiinit  in  ihv  coihiinun- 
itttion  of  I'.iij^lish  Voustiliitiiniiil  l.anstiiKl  I  nit(/nif.\  xvrrr  jHiiiiiiiiiin.' 
ii/i/irls  ill  l/inr  viiii<l.\.     'I'br  Coin   ol'lbi"  Id  aim  fxcipud,  ilicv  «(i, 
disposed  (o  (|nan'i-l  witb  tviry  (bin^  tbat  was  nut  pnsii.u  d  in  a  IJuKii 
dri\stt  ;  and  tbis  propinsity  was  viry  nnub  indnlgdl  in  tlu  ir  Kticialjiiil 
political  inti'itiiiiisi'  witb  tbo  Kiiij^'s   iUprtsiiilalivi',  wbo  caniid  Ii„| 
I'oinplaccticy  (o  an  unpiici'di'Mtid  i'xti<nt,in  tlu' annals  oi' t(inp(Mi>iii" 
Policy. 

lUlbrc  adverting  to  (be  lA^islativo  conduit  of  (bo  Asscn  bly  in  ijiij 
Sossit)n,  wo  tniist  remark  a  eurit)ns  instance  of  (lie  tenacity  of  i|ic| 
r«)nstituonts  of  tbo  INIajority,  wbo  tbon,  as  more  recently,  ovinad 
tbeir  obstinacy  in  returning  «)bl  IMend)ers,  bowever  obnoxious  (o  I.iiwj 
nnd  lost  in  cbaracter  and  reputation.  'I'bo  proposed  subject  is  iils)! 
nitcrcsting  as  baving  koujo  dis(an{  imalogy  (o  (be  famous  case  ol  ilol 
Middlesex  Elections  in  Kngland:  wben  Jbeyw/u/o  |m(riot,  John  Wilkisl 
after  baving  boon  expelled,  was  re-electeil  a  iMend)tr  of  the  lloiisif 
of  Conuuons.* 

As  fonnorly  mentioned,  Ciiart-fs  Hai'TIstr  lloiic,  one  of  llci 
^lembors  for  tbo  County  of  Fffingbani,  liad  '""u  expelled  iVoia  ilicl 
House  of  Assembly,  during  tbe  last  iSession  .)f  tbo  ISeeon«l  I'arlijumnil 
in  consequence  of  a  previous  conviction  of  conspiracy,  witb  others,  iJ 
defraud  one  Ktionno  Drouin  of  diNcrs  suina  of  money.  Hut  wlantkl 
Klections  for  (bo  Third  Parliament  approached,  tbe  par(iali(y  ol"  ilcl 
Electors  to  tbis  man,  and  tlioir  contradictory  spirit,  w  ore  oviiictil  i 

forwanl  this  very  Session  by  Mr.  Pcrraiih,  and  laid  aside  by  tlio  influence  ofihl 
Executive,  was  recently  modified,  and  bus  gone  into  c  fleet  in  a  manner  ron.! 
sistent  witb  tlic  intentions  of  the  Majority,  to  dislini^uisb  tbe  I'Veiieb  Caimdian  Nij 
tion  from  tbe  rest  of  bis  Majesty's  Suljectn,  in  tlieir  Language  und  otiier  ciiaracitrl 
istics. 

•  Tbe  principal  difference  between  tJic  two  popular  Tavouriles  was,  that  WiLKtil 
was  a  man  of  talents  and  education,  vbile  hove  was  deficient  in  l)otb  : — these  tml 
worthies,  bowever,  resembled  each  other  in  tbat  species  of  low  cunning,  which,  aiWl 
by  impudence,  always  finds  dupes  in  the  multitude;  and  tbe  cry  uf  persecutitm bfl 
the  Government  was  raised  with  similar  efl'ect  in  both  cases.  At  a  recent  date,  till 
clemency  of  his  Majesty's  Representative  was  exerted  in  paidoning  Mr.  IJouc;  m 
we  have  not  heard  that,  like  Mr.  Wilkes,  he  has  obtained  any  oflicc  of  honuur  urofj 
profit,  from  a  public  body. 
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Illl  i\tr:iiirdlii;u'y  iniiiitiT.     The  trv  in  fn'tiir  nf  (he  ri'jn  frd  Mniilici 

L  ,,„ii„|,.,|  (I i^'h  the  whoir  ( 'niinly  of  l',irm^;li.iiii.      'Ilir  (tppoifinnty 

,r  jKMilinj;  wlial  ihcy  <iiilnl  tlvir   Ifi-^lils   \\\\<^  s(i/r<l  with  aviilily  liy 

Ljii'  I'.li'CtiHN,   wlnt  triiiiii|(haMllv  It  luiMcd    the  ^ainc    Charles   Haptistn 

Itotir.  in  II  Mi'iiihrr   nf  ihr  I  luimiiraMi'    llmisc.      Ilr   was   af.^iiii  e\- 

Iril  with  II  sM'ciiiiioiiy  than  1m  litic  -Init  v.ii ;  ir-eleeled  on  ihr  .'JOlli 

r^\|iiil,  nil*  r  llie  I'mrMj^ation  ol  tlir  i  louse;  and  liii  annual  annnyant'e 

Liiild  oiily  he  prevrnled  hy  the  unprecedented  nieasiire  of  pasHinj^  an 

;\(l  iii(In'  S<'C(»n(l  Srs-iiitn  '*  for  ifisipKi/i/i/iiii/jiml  rrshfiiiiiii/^  Clii/tirf 

*>  I',  ii'llWi-:    ll'Hr  /initi  lirini^  rliiird,  ami  silliii;^  and   v>>liiii^  u.s  a 

[•'  yjrtulh  )■  I'l  till-  Ihtiixr  iif  AsvwMi/." 

Tlii*  SesNion  is  remaikahle  hy  the  nnmher  of  \v\h  pasm'd,  and  ihn 
Iv.irii'fV  ei' snhjcets  hrniit^ht  into  discussion.      Tin- Crown  Lawyernand 
Lcvcriil  .hid«.;c.-i  olthe  Court,  of  Kinj^'s  Uencli  of  (inrhf*;  and  Xliuilreai, 
|l)ri'i(;   Menihers  of  the    House,    important  AmeiidinentH  of  the  Lawn 
Kcic  sMfjijiMted  hy  their  experience,  while  «lefereuc(;  to  their  aiifhori- 
|tv  ficilifated  their  obtaining;  the  ciaiciirrenci'  of  the  other  IJranches  of 
Itiii' he;ri slat  lire.     'I'liis  professional   inlliKMice   was   likewise  exhibited 
III  aiii|ile  a|ipropriations    to  finish  the   Court    IIoiihcs  of  (Quebec  and 
Uliiiitreal  ;  llie  expendiliire  for  which  was  now  calculated  to  be  nearly 
loiilile  the  Hiiins  fust  contemplated.     'Ilii!   prosperity  of  the  Country, 
owin;  to  ail  abiiiidant  Crop,  and  to  the  tetnjiorary  «lemarid  for  (iraiii 
liillic  I'ritish  Market,  had  for  the  present  prodiicecl   a  lavish  disposi- 
Lii,  evinced  at  tuiee  l)y  encreased  appropriations  for  the  expenccH  of 
Wii' lioase  of  Assembly,   in  Salaries  of  Ollicers,  and  for  the  fuircliasc 
I'liriiitiire  and  I'ltKNCii  IJooKs,  and  preparing;  for  the  followin/jj  Ses- 
liDM  a  project  of  ^ran fill};  pecuniary   compensation,   not  only   to  tho 
Ipiakor  hut  also  to  the  Members  of  the  House. 
Tlio  general  importance  of  this  Session,  ami  our  principal  object  of 
pointing  to  the  ani!)ition  of  the  Majority,  will    render  it  necessary  to 
Inter  into  some  details  ;  and  we,  tIu;refore,  proceed  in  order  of  time, 
|u  notice  the  proffiess  of  liiisiness  in  the  Popular  IJrnnch. 
In  Aniendmeiits  of  the  LnwHy  i/ic  fair  M r.  Justice  PfincUWslin'f^uish- 
hiriiself  this  Session;  and  wiifind  him,  at  its  very  comtncncement, 
econdiiig  the  motion  of  Mr.  Jicrlficlnt,  for  leave  to  bring  in   an  im- 
|()rt;int  IJill,  winch,  after  much  discussion  and  modification,  became 
I  Law,  entitled  ^'Anwlcl  to  amend  certain  forms  of  proceedinrr,  in 
\c  Courts  of  Civil  ,/urisdiction  in  this  Province,  and  to  Jacililate  the 
idministration  uf  Justice."     This  Act,  however,  is  not  so  celebrated 
i)r  its  admitted  benefits  in  its  original  enactments,  {is  for  the  conse- 
jencesofthe  employment,   by  the  Judges,  at  a  future  day,  of  the 
3Hcrs  conferred  by   Sections   IGth  and  17th,   which   we  shall  here 
fonscrihe:  Section  Hi,  enacts  that  the  di/fcrent  Courts  of  Civil  Judi- 
\lure  in  this  Province  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  make  and  es- 
hlish  such  Orders  and  Rules  of  Practice  in  the  said  Courts,  in  all  Ci- 
malters,  touching  all  services  of  Process,  executions  ajid  returns  of 
Writs,  proceedings  for  bringing  Causes  to  issue  as  lotll  in  Ter^^i  a^ 
l»<  of  Term,  and  other  matters  of  Regulation  vciihin  the  said  'Jourts, 
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Section  17,  Citncts  that  the   Com  Is  of  Cthniiud  nvtl  Civil  JtiriulicUif, 
xcithin  ihi;;  Province  x/ui/l  /itivr  puxcrr  aurf  a!fl//oiii'/ju:il/iin  I  heir  rrstnt. 
ivc  Jurisdiiiionn  U)  make  a  TaLlc  (if  I'ecs  for  the  0//icers  of  t/ic  Mri\ 
C  arts,  •i(:hi<h  TaLIc  iJic  said  Court-:  af  .luslicc  waij  niter  nitd cormi] 
Jroii;  time  to  tirvc,  as  iJtcj/  r,iai/  sec  n(n:;\arii.     /hid  the  ()f}icerx  of  i<f 
said  Courts  respect ivcli/  arc  directed  to  cnform  to  the  some,     h  woi;!,! 
be  p''cmatuic  liere  to  clcst');I)e    the  miinmr  ia which  llioso  CNtciiviu'i 
powers,  c'apal)le  by  construction  of  iDnovuting  on   the  Laws  and  (!_. 
grading  the  profussioM  of  I'arristcrs  were  exercised.     SiiHicc  it  atim. 
sent  to  say  that,  owing  to  tlie  mode  ol  executing  the  first  inemioindl 
Section,  tlie  Chief  .luslicc  of  the  Province,   Mr.  Sexvcll.  and  t!io!a'f| 
Chief  Justice  of  tlie  Couri  of  King's  Bench   for  the  District  ofMoi:. 
trcal,  ]\Ir.  Monk,  were  s(;' erallj  ini]icached  l>y  the  House  of  Assii;. 
bly  in  the  year  ISl-t,  and  that  the  alles^cd  abuse  of  powers  conilnLui 
by  llie  I7tb  Section,  produced  a  temporary  secession  of  all  tlic  Dar. 
rislers  practising  in  the  Court  of  King's  licnch  of  Montreal. 

Those  results,  with  their  injurious  influence  on  Provincial  Politic', I 
will  in  due  time  be  presented  to  our  readers;  and  we  now  return IdI 
the  Session.  Mr.  Justice  Panct  brought  in  a  Bill  which  excited  ik I 
discussion  of  an  important  question  of  Public  Morals.  The  Bill  ovti.^ 
tually  became  a  Law,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  explain  nvd  omcnd  the  Lk\ 
respecting  Wilis  and  Testaments"  His  principal  object  was  to  prcl 
vent  the  technicalities  of  the  French  Law  from  interfering  with  iliel 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  a  provision  in  the  Act  14',  Geo.  III.  rnpl 
83>  considered  favourable  to  the  interests  of  the  Settlers  of  Hriti>l 
origin,  tchich  enacted  that  evcrj/  owner  of  Lands,  Goods  or  Crc(liu\\ 
the  said  Province,  having  a  right  to  aUcnde  the  same  in  his  or  hcrhjX 
time,  by  Deal  of  Sale,  Gijl  or  othcnvisc.  mai/  devise  or  Lcf/nratli  //J 
same,  at  his  or  her  death-,  hij  his  or  her  last  Will  and  Tcataineiit.  \\ 
the  Bill  of  Amendment,  llie  Third  and  Fourth  Provisoes,  which  rcl 
stricted  the  married  'i'eatator  to  the  rule  of  the  French  Law  with  rcl 
spect  to  Bequests  in  (livour  of  Illegitimate  Children,  were  struck  outj 
by  Majorities  of  13  to  5,  after  some  interesting  Debates  ;  in  which  si 
recurrence  to  the  old  Law  of  Bastardy  was  viewed  as  calculated 
introduce  into  the  Province,  under  the  Feudal  designation  of  Chilihvl 
of  the  State,  a  degraded  race,  burthensome  to  the  Government;  itbcj 
ing  justly  remarked  that  if  the  natural  ali'ection  of  the  Parent  wcreie'| 
stricted  in  providing  for  tlie  Child,  the  grievance  of  abandonment  cl 
Illegitimate  Children  would  be  augmented,  and  the  Public  ExpensJ 
for  the  support  of  Foundlings,  proi)ortionably  cncieased. 

Another  attempt  in  favour  of  the  French  Law  was  more  succcjJ 
ful ;  but  in  our  humble  opinion  it  had  not  even  the  pretext  of  moralil 
ty  in  its  favour :  we  allude  to  the  admission  of  the  Serment  Drcii-om 
or  Oath  hf  which,  under  certain  circumstances,  a  Debtor  maij  he^m 
viittcd  to  clear  himself  of  a  Commercial  Debt  b^!  simplij  sivcarin^'i 
its  having  been  paid  and  satisfied,  without  even  stating  the  time  orpiai 
cf  payment.  Wc  are  bold  to  as=crt  that  this  retrograde  movement  tJ 
French  Law  has  been  mere   proiilic  of  perjury  than  all   the  tempiij 
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tians  to  that  crime  which  the  ])r:ictice  of  the  F.np,lish  Criminal  Law 
and  Unit's  of  I'vidence  has  introduced  into  the  IVovinci';  and  it  is 
oi;e  of  tlio  tk'plorahle  instances,  in  wliiiih  the  Soverei^^n  may  1)(.'  stiid 
t()  tenipf  the  people  to  connnit  sin^  and  become  obnoxious  tu  the  re- 
tiihiitioii-  of  a  future  state  of  existence. 

And  iroin  success  in  reviving  hurtful  laws,  we  have  little  consolation 
in  adverting  to  the  lailure  of  an  attempt  to  give  limi'.cd  relief  to  the 
liiililovs  of  lands  under  tlie  Feudal  Tenure.  In  the  progress  of  the 
niil  for  the  relief  of  Persons  holding  Lands  or  Lnmovcable  Prope.ty 
of  His  INIajesty  rn  Rotvrc,  upon  which  I.(,d,-i  cl  r<i//fs,  or  IMnldficn 
I'iiirs  nro  dnv,  Mr.  Yoiin^i;,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ciil/i'wrf,  j)r()posed  a 
(l.iiisc,  enabling  Mis  Majesty  to  (lonibrm  to  the  jiractice  of  the  old 
C'lilonics,  and  the  spirit  of  the  Proclamation  of  ITHfJ  already  mcn- 
tiiMicd,  by  establishing,  instead'  of  those  Feudal  I>urthens,  an  Annv.nl 
Pti'iit.  This,  however,  was  of  coi'rse  resisted,  as  an  im[)ortaiit  inno- 
ivation  on  the  French  and  lunidal  Law;  and  no  ellectual  rcliei'*;!  this 
i  ik'scription  was  afforded,  till  the  Imperial  Parliament  interfered,  as 
will  be  hereafter  mentioned,  in  the  years  1S22  and  182,}. 

TIic  limits  which  we  have  prescribed  to  ourselves,  prevent  our  en- 
[tcring  into  the  merits  of  various  Acts  of  a  local  description  passed 
Idiiring  this  Session  ;  but  wc  ought  to  mention  the  more  important 
Inwttcrof  the  supplies  voted  to  His  Majest}-,  which  consisted  of  the 
|Ji)ll(ming  permanent  Acts,  41  Gen.  III.,  Cap.  !■{•,  giymlii/o;  io  His 
JMnjc'sti/  certain  netv  Duties  on  the  Importation  into  this  Fnivincc, 
\of  (dl  mnmi  fa  "lured  Tobacco  and  Snuff,  and  Jor  disallowing  ihc  <!ra-A-- 
Uucii  on  Tobacco  manufactured  xvithin  this  Province:  11  Gfo.  [If., 
U'ftp.  l^,  granting  to  His  Majestij  a  dntij  on  licensing  JViHiard  TuIjics 
for  hire,  and  regulating  the  same.  The  most  important  Acts  jiassed 
jlliis  Session,  besides  those  already  alluded  to  in  this  Chapter,  were  an 
JAct  to  amend  an  article  of  the  Code  Civil,  with  its  derogations  as  it 
jliatli  been  usually  received  in  this  Province,  wlilch  directs  and  fixes 
jtlie  degree  of  affinity  and  consanguinity  of  witnesses  in  civil  suits. 

The  following  Bills,  though  reserved  for  His  Majesty's  assent,  bc- 
Iwnie  Laws  eventually,  and  vrere  introduced  into  the  Statute  l^ook 
Incxt  Session : — a  Bill  fir  the  establishment  of  Free  Schools,  and  the 
mhnnccment  of  learning  in  this  Province  ;  and  a  Bill  Jor  rcn.oving 
like  old  Walls  and  Forfi/ications  that  surround  the  Citij  of  Montreal, 
\ml  olherw'sc  provide  Jor  the  salubrity,  convenience  and  embellishment 
\of  the  said  Cit>/. 

This  busy  Session  of  the  Provincial  Parliament,  was  closed  on  the 

5th  of  April,  ISOI,  with  a  speech  expressive  of  the  utmost  conlidencc 

in  the  good   intentions   and   ajjjjrobation  of  the   measures   of  both 

TIoiiscs;  and,  in  the  accustomed  mode  of  giving  them  credit  f)r  ta/iug 

deep  interest  in  the  fortunes  of  the  British   Empire,   His  Fxeellen- 

cy,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  announced  the  comjjletion  of  the  Le- 

jislative  Union  between  the  Kingdoms  of  Great  IJritain  and  liehuM;; 

»iid  he  was    pleased  to  say  that    this    imj)ortant   event  so  ei'.ediii.lly 

tonsuiidating  the   strength,    security  ;u'.d   prosperity  of  tiic    j]ii;;,iie, 
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woiilil  no  <l(>nl)t  l)c  siiisil)! y  tilt  in  this  Proviiu'C!,  wliirh,  p(irtnkiii» ;, 
ilic  ociirral  /M'ur/if,  xvould  nut  lad  lo  partake  also  in  the  .snti.sfdciKin 
xvhuh  it  cnnxTi/('(l  tn  the  patcrva!  husam  of  our  most  grnium.i  Sdvrri'inn, 

From  the  iiii-ts  dctaik'd  in  our  prtivious  Chaj)tcrs,  it  wili  havt- nn. 
pcaixd  to  our  readers  that  tlie  present  Administration  vvasdistiiij,Misli. 
ed  by  a  priidenee  a|)pr()aching  pnsilhinimity,  in  never  risking  a  rccorn. 
inenilatit)n  nri!j;/ii(ilii/j:r  in.  ilsr/f,  to  the  IIuusc  of  Assembly,  ealciila. 
ted  to  excite  tiie  prejJidices  and  strenuous  op{>ositioii  of  the  nuijuii. 
ty.  'I'!h;  Consl'tMtion,  in  its  deveU){)einent,  hlendiuf:^  itsc/f  xvilli  il'e 
French  Laxvs  and  Feudal  Tenure,  eoidd  not  fail  to  alarm  siicli  iin 
adninistration,  and  every  oecasion  of  enabling  the  French  Canadiim 
Mi  jority  to  display  their  power,  was  scdi\lousiy  avoided.  This  system 
is  connected  with  the  refusal  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers  to  move  the 
Imperial  Parliament  to  give  eifect  to  the  Consolidation  Act  before 
mentioned,  which  might  have  procured  a  repeal  of  the  few  Hritish 
Acts,  including  I i  (Jeo.  III.,  Cap.  88,  and  made  the  support  o/'tk 
Cixnl  (iovernnicnl,  and  the  regulation  and  application  of  the  xvlwie 
ProxHucinl  RexHnnic  <>/'  the  Croxvn,  depend  upon,  and  be  conlronhtl  Ivj 
the  Provincial  Legislature.  This  system  of  eluding  the  general  con- 
troul  of  the  Revenue,  will  be  more  clearly  perceived,  when  we  come 
to  state  the  hesitation  evinced  by  Sir  James  Craig,  in  the  year  1810, 
to  applaud  the  oHer  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  vote  the  necessarA 
sums,  for  defraying  the  civil  expenses  of  the  Government  of  the  Prn- 
vince  ;  the  consequences  of  an  acceptance  of  which,  and  the  ambi- 
tion in  which  it  originated,  were  well  understood  by  that  intelli},'ent| 
Officer,  and  by  His  Majesty's  Executive  and  Legislative  Councillors. 

Having  thus  pointed  at  the  interest  and  disposition  of  the  Govern- 
ment, preferring  the  course  of  obstructing  the   career,   instead  of  re- 
Jbrming  the  abuses  of  a  vicious  Constitution,  we  proceed  to  review  tiiel 
events  of  the  second  Session  of  the  third  Provincial   Parliament  ofl 
Lower  Canada. 

This  Session  was  opened   by  the  Ij'eutenant  Governor,   recentlA 
raised  to  the  dignity/   of  a  Baronet   of  the  United  Kingdom,  witha 
most  gracious  speech,  beginning  with  delusive  expectations  of  settled 
peace  in  Europe,  and  alluding  to  the  late  successes  of  His  Majesty's 
arms  in  Egypt.  After  remarking  the  tranquillity  and  prosperity  of  the 
Province,  blessed  with  abundant  crops  of  Grain,  His  Excellency  con- 
gratulated both  Houses  on  the   entire   suppression   of  the   troubles  I 
caused   by  discontented   occupiers   of  the   Crown  Lands,   many  of  J 
whom  having  been   ejected  by  the  Patentees,  had  broken  out  into  ri- 
otous proceedings,  belVre  quitting  the  Province,  subjecting  themselveil 
to  being  stigmatized  by  his   Excellency,  as  a  band  qj  laxvless  adxn-\ 
iurcrs,  to  exterminate  whom,  it  had  been  necessary  to  appeal  to  thel 
loyalty  of  the  great  majority  of  His  Majesty's  Subjects.     The  latej 
coalition  of  the  Northern  Powers  of  Europe,  had  induced  His  Majes-I 
tv  s  Ministers  to  look  to  the  Colonies  for  supplying   some  portion  oil 
Naval  Stores,  in  case  of  future  emergency;  and  His  Excellency  statcdl 
the  conmiands  of  His  Majesty  to  take  into   consideration  the  nieanil 
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of  introdiuing  and  encourn;,Mng  tlie  culture  of  hemp  in  tliis  IVovinco, 
\\]\\vh  subject,  was  thcri'turt;  reconuncndt.d  to  the  Ligisliiture  ;  and 
eNpeLtiitioMs,  tMiually  han<i;iiine  and  deh;sive,  of  success  were  expreiss- 
g,l.*  The  continuation  of  the  Act  for  establishing  Houses  of  Cor- 
R'Ltit)ii,  was  recoininended  ;  /.tli  rtfl-rence  to  which  cstablishinent, 
His  Excellency  made  some  pertinent  remarks  as  to  the  means  of  pro- 
(iiicini;  habits  of  industry  in  cimviets,  particularly  those  who  might 
bi'  still  young  and  guilty  of  minor  o  fences.  After  announcing  bis 
intention  of  laying  the  accounts  of  the  IVovinciiil  Revenue  of  the 
I'rown  before  the  House  of  Assembly,  His  Excellency  ended  bis 
speech,  by  stating  to  both  Houses,  bis  conlidence  in  tiieir  zeal  and 
i)riuleiice  in  pursuit  of  the  pros[)erity  of  the  Province,  and  his  anxi- 
ous wish  that  no  Session  of  the  present  Parliament  should  pass  by, 
wiiliDiit  being  distinguished  by  some  plans  cons[)icuously  productive 
of  public  advantage. 

The  addresses  of  botli  Houses  verc   confmed    to  the  tof)ics  of  the 
speeeh,  divelliiig   emphaticallif  on  the  exlerminnlion  <f  the  lawless  iid- 
wtlurcn  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the    Legislative    Council 
iuiroduced  the  same  topic,  in    an  extraordinary  address  presented  at 
itk  iume   period  to  congratulate    His    Excellency  on  the   hereditary 
Lukof  Baronet,  conferred  upon  him  by  His  Majesty. 
I   On  the  Pith  of  January,  Mr.  Taschereau,  Grand  Voyer,  or  Super- 
jindiulant   of  Roads  and    Bridges,    brought   in    a   Bill  "  to  cxpld/n, 
mi'iul  and  reduce    into  one  Act  0/  Parliament,  the   laivs  for  making, 
•m'inn<\  and  altering  the  Ilighviaijs  and  Bridges  in  the  country/  parts 
v  this  Province."  This  measure  was  proposed,  after  due  deliberation, 
jytlie  OHicer  who  had  experienced  the  deficiencies  of  the  laws;  and, 
in  the  course  of  the  discussion  of  merits,    many  suggestions  of  ini- 
irovement  were  made,   calculated  to  combine  local   with  general  ad- 
fantages;  but  tiie  old  opposition  to  the  Road  Act,  reappeared,  w'nli 
ill  their  prejudices  and  jealousies;  and  employing   the  manoeuvre  of 
ibsenting  themselves,  a  quorum  could  seldom  be  obtained  ;  and  this 
itomising  Bill,   languishing   through   several   stages,   died  a  natural 
Vith  before  the  end  of  the  Session. 
It  should   be  mentioned  that   the  presence  of  men,  with  habits  of 
lusiness,  gave  great  activity  during  the  Session  ;  and  we  occasionally 
nd  at  once  a  reference    to  a  Committee   of  the   whole    ilouse,  of 
leasures  recommended  by  the  Executive,  particularly  when  the  con- 
inuance  and  amendment   only  of  previous   Acts  were  in  (question ; 

*  It  requires  extraordinary    encouragement  to  induce  a  people  to  culiivate  any 

pide  witli  no  other  and  more  inimvdiatu    view  tluin    Comtnerce  ;  l)ut    wIilmi  tla-ir 

"11  wants  ol>lige  them  to  attempt   the  production  of  what  is  connected    wiili  tliuir 

pbsi&tence  or  hixurious  indulgence,  in  eating,   or  diiiikiii<r   uud  clotliin^,    thiy  are 

pily  stimulated   to  action  by  Government.      On  this   principle,  tlie   cultivation  of 

lulwcco,  the  breeding  of  Cattle  and    Hogs,  the  raisin-j;  of  a  surplus  of  Grdin,  *''o 

•lillation  of  Spirituous  Liquors,    could   easily  be  promoted  in  the   Canadas  ; — m 

c  same  manner,  also,  we  have  seen  the  cultivation    of  Cotton    and    ttice   and  tiie 

tensive  hreedinp;  of  Sheep    for  the  sake  of  their  fleeces,  almost  spontaneously  in- 

ptluciiig  tlieiusehes  into  llie  United  Stalt^. 


Miu^!, 


:  ■i', 


3-iJ',,  i 


f! 


i 


I'DI.I  I  l(  Al,     ANNALS 


•IMl 


(lir  (K  .-;  ;iU  li  »il'  hiiNiiu-ss  \v;is  also  liifililali'tl  l»y  llif  circiimsliiiK i  i,| 
Mvcnil  I'.M'iiuivr  ('oiimilldis,  in  ilu  Ildiisc,  l)t  inji;  ciiiildcd  In  ^i.n,, 
xv/hl/h  r  1  i/s  Miijiwiys  jn<-ru!^(itivt'  Wini.'i/  tiilinit  <>/  llir  jimyjcss  <//  //,^. 
)ih(isiii{S  pinpn^vil.  It  will  ln'ri'.irur  ;i|)|iriir  tluil,  wlicii  llu'  jciiloii-i,, 
;iii(l  iiiliij;ius  of  lIu-  iMjjoriiv  li;i(l  |)ii-\t  ntcd  lIu-  tliclion  ol'  AIiinlin, 
I)t'l(tii;',iii.",  l(»  till'  I'Acnilivi',  si'vi'iiil  imiisuicH  uiri'  iiilrodiiccti  ;ii,|| 
piissnl  \i\  (In.-  A.ssi'iid)!)',  wliii'h  >viri'  m'(i'ss;ii  ily  njrcti'd  in  llu'  I,,. 
j>i,sl;ilivr  Couniil,  on  :ifC(Mnil  tif  lliiir  inliTrtii'iivi',  w/ul/icr  oi.siial in 
(/(•>/;;;<■(/.  uidi  (111'  prci'o^iilivc  of  llic  down. 

\\  lu'ii  il  was  t'oniid  llial  tlu<    I'!n;;Iisli  praclici',  ol"  inaKin};  CoiiiiiiiJ 
or  ritio  pay  (or  Kical  iniproviMiuMils,  woidd  not  Uv  cnCoa-cd  in  l,m\. 
vr  Canada,  hot    llial.  iniprovi-inonts   would    be  paid    init.  of  taxcKdni 
('t>uiiiii'Hi>,  tlu-  peasantry    readily  rond)ini'd  in  pi-tilionin!^    lor  KoniU 
and  |lrid_!.',<'s  a(  tlu'  pnhlie  i>\pi'nsi';  and  various  ai)plications  this  iSv 
s:on  wvvv  made,  \(liii'li  nii<;lit  have   iiidiieed  an  inli'lli^cnt  man  to  ;i:i. 
(iei|>ali>  the  extraordinary  voti- ol"  I'il'ty-live  Thousand  Pounds  Hu- ili,; 
improvemenl  ol" /;//(V7vr//   coniniiiniiHtious  in  (lie  ijmr  LMT.*     Wliiiii 
pi-istHis    interested    applied  I'or  a  L'oad  or  a  nrid;;e  at  tlu' pulilic  (\- 

pvll.si<.      Itlnill;r     (lie     opiHttlUllitlf  ol    SitlHC    /'llldl     (Ucidfllt      (tlf.Ulip^    /liiljl 

It'll  ir  iit\!'Ji!\rhii'  /()  pt'i/onii  rotul  lalioin;  they  alli'df;i-d  (hat  the  suliii 
ol"  His  Alaji'sty's  Sid)jeets,  Travillers,  and  (he  intiiest  ol'  ('onniiiKi, 
required  s\ieli  an  i'\[)i'nditure ;  and  (he  pelilion«,  sij^iu-d  by  llie  (Vi 
;«//i\,  l\:plniiis  of  Mi/ilia,  and  Sci^i:;i;< iiis,  were  generally  urj^cd  ii|i(iii| 
the  lAIenibirs  of  tlie  Asscnd)ly,  who,  il"  not,  otlierwise  interesldj 
w<.Me  .'."iven  to  luulerstanii  that  their  re-eleefion  would  de|)end  on  (luitl 
sueeess  in  obtainin;;  tlie  prayers  ol'  sueh  petitions.  Iiistaitl,  l/itn-l 
ii!>:;  ,'/ Cuiniti/  or  Dislrii!  luxu/s,  Jhi(l<^(S,  or  (■oiiii-IIonscs,  dinii 
(u.'(j/,S  (IS  ciisloiiiari/  in  liritnin,  in  l'j)pcr  I'l'iinda,  and  in  I  he  Vniloi 
N/f.'Av,  /iiiiiL::  I'liir  own  cvpcndilurc,  tec  /tavc  aiich  tvor/is  al  the  gcuoA 
ihr.rvj'  i.f  i/'w  I  'rovimy. 

'I"Iie  eueouragement  of  (he  eulture  ol  Hemp  was  taken  into  coiisi- 
deration  at  au  early  peritxl  of  this  Session,  and  (he  Connnittce  iiji- 
pt)iiired.  reporteil  I'avourably  t>n  the  subjeel. 

On  the  li)ih  of  IVbruary,  Mr.  i\I'(Jill  presented  a  Petition,  pnn-l 
ill;;  I'or  'iM  Aet  to  rej;ulate  Apprentiees,  .Journeymen,  and  Donicsticd 
who  were  represented  as  violating;  thei*'  en}j;a!.';ements  with  iinpiiiiitv.l 
A  Dill  was  introilueed  for  (he  rcdrjss  of  those  grievances,  eiiii)omr-| 


; 


*  AVc  luivf  lii-iinl  of  llio  IJiiii.sh  and  oilier  lil)cial  Goverinm-iits  voting  mnncjl 
fiT  llio  iiiuiii;r  of  Caii.ils,  rcsfivinn,  liowcvor,  ti»  tlK-insi-lvos,  llic  jirotliia-  ni  i"| 
'l\>lls;  vvi'Iiavo  l-.oanl,  likow  iM>,tliat  llu'  CiovcrniiU'iit  of  Great  Hiitaiii  iiavooc'caMniixjl 
itniiiil  iitcil  half  till"  ixpcn.sL'  of  tliu  County  Uoails  ;  liut  we  could  ni'vir  have  iiii«| 
uii.id  iliat  any  tMiveninient  should  have  acte.'  as  that  of  I-owcr  Cauaila,  in  la-virj 
a  siiiu  ei|ual  to  a  whole  year's  re\enue  of  the  Coiiulry,  for  the  purpose  of  api)!)!!;! 
it  through  interested  Coiimiissioners,  to  merely  loeal  improvements.  Tlw  //''»| 
o/  .-Is.tciiil'h/  which  orii^iiuiUd,  the  l.cuhlutiri-  Council  mul  the  Governor  who  snii(lh'4 
til  such  (1  hiC'ifiirc,  must  be  chnr;;cil  by  postcriti/  with  their  Just  shares  (f  blame  iii'-m 
J.\^rdit!  <i  (!•  ri~i!i.'ii  f)\>iii  their  respective  duties;  let  vis,  al  Kast,  hope  that  siiciis'l 
a])(jiieaiion  of  public  muuieSj  for  private  purpoies,  us  proved  I'jj  /nets,  will  mi('^l|  j^^ 
ranir.  HMr.  Ji 


JU! 


( II.\I 


VI.  I 


or   i.owrn   cwada. 


(111-  tiirnmsliiiici  n 
iiig   i'n;il>lr«l  to  stiiii 

,   ulll-U    llu-  jculoM'ii, 

.•liiliiiM  (»!'  Mciiiliii,! 
,i>ri«   'mlrotliicitl  uii 
njt'iti'il  ill  IIk'  1,1- 
I',   w/ntlii'i'  Cdsiinl  1,1 

dl"  nii\Kin^!;  Coiiiiiiis 
1)1'  iiiloirt'il  ill  I.ou- 
mill  out.  ol"  liixisdii 
)i'litit»iiii>|^  lor  Hid, 
iippliratinns  (liis  kS> 

nU'!lit;ii>l  """'  '"  •'"• 
usaiul  roumls  fur  ik 
miir  |}>17.*  NVluii 
itifj;r  ill  iIh'  puMit'i^- 
nridfiil  aii.'^ii'p,  /iM 
Inlgiil  tlwit  llu'  M'lili 
nliicst  1)1"  ('(iniimm, 

|«,     si^;lH>ll  l)>'   llu-  <((• 

jrcmTiilly  iii't;*''!  "1"'" 
t)tlicr\visc  i lit i-ri'st I'll, 

VOllUl  lU'pOIKl  (111  tlllit 

ions,      liislcdd,  ///('■(•• 
-  Coiirl- 1  louses,  (Dili 


was  lakcM  info  coiw- 
the   Conmiillce  apf 

itoil  a  IVlition,  pnu- 

•nion,  and  l)onicslic>,| 

nonts  with  iinpiimtjl 

grievances,  empower- 

cviTUUHMits   votint;  mowj 

•Ive-s,    tlio    procUu-e  I'l  i!« 

It  nritaiMlKivooi'CiiMDiw.! 

wccouiaiK'Virluivciu.«. 

Lower  Cauiulii,  iu  la^ifj 

,r  iho  iiurposc  of  api-ly'^ 

,pi-ovcuuMit>t.      77a-  H  "I 

//;,•  (.'ofcruar  who  sniidi' 

just  iliurcs  <f  blamnn'A 

;'  l,ast.  I.OI.C  tl.at  smb' 

roved  by  ./"fti-,  «'l^  "^"■' 


,,  (iii.  lofil  in:i"i  .(racy  lo  maKc  rci'iilahoim,  tailijrci    lo  (he  ji|)j)r(n'al 
i-i' ill' ('unit   ol    l\iii);'M  l»cii<  li    id'  (^ifltcc  i*ii(l  \i(iiiii(al. 

Tlu!    Ai't    ol   lliin    ScsHion,    t'liiiliiMiiiif;   an    Act,    lor    rsfnlilisliin^ 

|jl,msi'*  of  ('iiircclioii,    aiilli(»ri'^c(l    llic    applicaliitn    of  on(;    Iniiidrcd 

Inoiinils  lov  iciiliiij;  a  lioiisc,  payiii;;  a  lvcc|>cr,  a. id  |»r()vidin;^   the  slock 

1)1' iiialcrials  rc(|iiiHil(;    lur  Hclliiip;    coiivicis    to  \v<n!\.     'I'liis  essay  f.(»- 

i;ii(!saii  (■slal)lislinM'iil,  separate  iVoiii    tin-  Distriel  (•a(d,  lias,  o(  lafo 

H'Mis,  l»(  en  very  iiijiidiciou.-ily  aI)audoncd  ;  and  llu;    loucr  part  of  the 

ii(l(i.i(>l,  appi'oprialcd  as  a  flonsd    of  ( loireetio'i, //'a///  vintis  (if  aut- 

|k»)///,  liiii^  only  Irndcd    to  flic  inerea>!<;  ol"  erinieH,  hy  lIic  eoinnninieii- 

jiiM,  wliicli  lliis  lo(ali(,ii  lacililales,  Im-Iuccii  tlir  oljjccti  orilie  eorrec- 

[li'iial  l'oli<"e.  find  llic  niort!  hardened  iniiialcH  of  llic  Prison. 

On  llie  i;»tli  of  I'lhriiary,  Mr.  lirrl/if/of,  seeonded  l)y  Mr.  Plantr, 
nidvi'd  to  resolve  tlial,  on  llie  I.Otli  of  l'"el)rnary,  tlie  House  would  },'o 
|iil(t  Comyiillee  to  eotisidcr  tli<!  expediency  of  eslal)Ilsln'ii;;  a  peeunia- 
|v  iiIlo\vanee  to  l)c  made  to  llie  Speaker  and  Mendxrs  of  Ok;  As- 
;ii!)ly.  Tlii-i  luolion  was  strenuously  opposed,  as  eonteniplatinj;  a 
piMsino  eonlrary  lo  tli"  practice!  and  spirit  of  tlie  liritisli  Constitii- 
lion;  hat  fill'  united  elforts  oi'  tlu;  I',n;^iisli  MeinherH  asid  the  C'ana- 
IJiiiii  Placemen,  <'oul(I  not  at  onrv  defeat  tlu;  motion.  liy  ohUi'tnluij;, 
iiowiviT,  a  call  of  tiie  House  for  the  Hth  of  March,  they  were  ahle 
ir.'.ilv  their  whole  forec;  and  inlhu-nee,  and  on  that  day,  they  suc- 
fciiVil  in  throvviii-f  cut  the  motion,  by  the  usual  vote  of  a  j)OJitp()ne- 
[if lit  till  the  1st  of  v\uffMst  next. 

On  tliu  'Jlst  (if  March,  an  important  I'ill,  which  afterwards  became 

la»v,  v;as  passed  for   the  ret^ulation  of  the  Police,  within    tin;  Cities 

Qiieboc  and  Montreal,  and  the  Town  of  Thri^e-llivers.     This  Act 

iremarkable  as  eontainiii;;  the  first  syuiptotn  of  prospective  policy  ia 

lie  Majority  of  the  House   of  AHsenibly ;  for  it  has  a  [)rovis(),  that, 

[lieiicver  the  Inhabitants  of  any  Village,   cionsisting  of  not  less  than 

[lirty  iiiiiabited    houses  within  a  space  of  fifteen  acres    square,  shall 

eiition  the  Court  of  (Jcneral  Quarter    Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the 

listrict  in  which  it  may  be  situated,  for  the  estal)Iishment  of  regula- 

oiis  of  I'olice,  the  Justices  are  authorised  and  required  to  grant  the 

aycr  of  such    IVtitioii.  by  framing  Rules   and  Orders,    with  proper 

Dij  and    penalties,   and   submitting    the  same   for  approval   to  the 

kiccs  of  the  Court  of  Kiri!''  -  lieneh,  as  provided  in  the  same  Act, 

flh  respect  to  the  Cities  of  Quebec  and  Montreal,  and  the  Town  of 

rcediivers. 

JTiis  accounts  of  the  Provincial  Revenue  of  the    Crown  showed  an 

crease  of  seven   thousand    pounds ;  but  the   only  appropriation* 

juirtd  and  sanctioned  by  Government,  were  four  thousand  pounds 

leplacc  the  like  sum  advanced  by   His  Majesty  for  the  erection  of 

[ourt  Houses,  and  two  hundred  pounds  sterling,  likewise  advanced, 

Brsuant  to  an  Address  of  the  House  of  Assembly,   for  the  purchase 

Books,  X  chiefly  French. 

K  The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  wan   this  Session  under  consideration 
1  Mr,  Justice  Panet,  and  other  Members  of  a  Special  Committee,  who  classed  the 
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riic  Ani\Ufil  N'olc  lor  piiiiliiif;  llic  .loiiin;iI;t  of  ilic  llotmc,  «;i,(|, 
Si'ssion  (irfoinpiinicil  uilli  iin  onl«'r  to  rmnu'  IndrsfH.  (o  ranliii, 
i(  rnriut'  It)  llir  I'tMilcniN  of  llu'  ulinlc  sj-iics,  \vlii<li  linci  iittu  cNldil. 
vt\  to  Irn  voliiincs. 

Some  tliirrrciH'CM  ol'  opinion  »)  rnnnl  lirtwri  n  Imlli  I  Iinisc;,  i], 
Si'ssioi),  ciiiisiiig  |lu<  loss  ol  II  Hill  iiilrodiMMd  hy  Mr.  .Iiislirc  I'.nni 
(o  r»'|;iil;il('  llio  iiioilo  of  i^riinliii}',  lln>  rriiudy  niMJcr  llu-  IVciicli  |,;iii 
i'iillnl  lu'iiifirr  <!'  linrnUiirr,  whit  h  nmUMiiill^'  inlcrr.sltd  ilic  iiiiini, 
ol"  llio  ("iMinlry. 

On  llio  !}\]\  of  April,  ll\t«  I.icnlrnimt  (Jovcr.^n-  y^nw  (lie  Koynj  V. 
sent  (o  rlt'vrn  Acts,  livo  of  wliirh  nrrc  lor  llio  piirposr  ol  coiiiinii, 
inj:  prrvioMs  Ads,  jnul  all  w«>rr  lordclinilo  linics,  rxrcpl  lliiit  Ini di,. 
ijnalilyinjjf  C/iar/rs  li<iyli.slc  liouc,  uliich  «iis  lo  conliniu'  in  lorcc  im. 
til  it  .•>lioitl(l  piciiso  His  ^^lj(>sly  to  grant  liini  liis  gnicions  pin  (Inn,  .ni^; 
roloaso  Inn)  Iron)  llir  K'gal  ronsr«ini'ncrs  of  his  convirtion  »»r  t()ii>|,i, 
riioy  lo  (U'lVand  I'ticinn'  Dronin. 

It  (loos  not  appear,  iron)  inspocting  the  .Tonrnals,  that  the  hiillin 
r\prt'talions  of  His  I'Arclli'jjry,  Ironi  tlu*  labours  ol'  tlu»  Assniihli 
woro  roali/rtl :  but  it.  si'(>n)s  to  have  biuM)  r(<Holvi(l  by  \\\v.  ICxct iilm 
to  p>n>ur  the  Uunlalory  slrain.  Thr  closing  Speech  ol'  the  l.iiiiUn 
ant  (iovernor,  avoiding  all  invidions  dislinctions  between  thw  ci)ii<liirl 
ol'  tho  two  1  looses,  ascribes  to  both  at)  active  and  steady  /eal  / 
ihr  !ir>icrnl  intortfs  of  ific  Provimr.  His  ICxcellency  exprcs.si'sj 
the  warn)cst  manner,  his  reliance  on  tho  bencHcial  i))i1nence  ol'lli 
ISIonibers  [u  their  several  Counties  during  thi«  recess,  and  points i 
tho  Toundatiou  ol*  tho  prosperity  und  happiness  ol'  the  Connlry,  nv 
ing  upon  Agriculture  and  Cou)merce,  and  secured  by  a  coned  ai 
ministration  of  jjislico,  under  the  lioo  and  protecting  InstitnlioiiM 
tho  !Mi)thor  (\)unliy,  the  binelit  of  which  would  bo  I'ldly  npprciiali 
by  the  increasing  intelligonco  of  a  loyal  people. 

Books,  niul  ordoroil  them  to  l)0  preserved  in  |inrtnl)lo  onsos,  Ijitviiip;  tlic  conti'iiiKJ 
eaci)  Oiiso  Diarkod  on  tlio  outsido  :  itio  lloiiso  |)iisscil  Hi'soivrs,  nlUiwing  tlic  ii«( 
the  Library  to  (ho  Governor,  I.iciitvnHnt  Governor,  tho  Kxeciilivo  und  l.i|;islaii>l 
Coimcillori,  &o.  ;  which  Ui<&ulv?s  were  roinmiinicutvil  to  thu  LogiHlutive  Cuuk 
by  Message,  and  thankfully  received  by  that  budy. 
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A.    I>.    |M();{  ,v   I  HO  I'. 

fn'miridii/  l't■llVll^K^  nil  f  fir  /riiip  ni  inii{  ritiiiliirt  iif  Ihr  Ailiniiihtnil  ini,  n  ml 
III,-  jii'i'nli'i-  viiuors  iij  Ihn  i-niiluii.      I  inin  nj  i ii Jlunil ml  iiiil ixiiliui'i,  ii  <  I  > 
t'lC  ,•. lull' nil  iiiful  iij  II  l.iiiiitr  I  Ariilini'dry  iniil  lifrnliliiiy  I'tllfi  nj   Ihniniii 
III  l,iw<r  i'ltnn  lit.     'I'lii-  r/n-'^i/   IIi'm-i'ith.     Hiiirii/itfiinn  in  fmr^  /.rinri  uj 
I, mill  i  II. 'Ill  Hi  [III  I,  III  III  III  moil  Hill  in  In)  Siuniniei,     'lliiiil  Smiitn.     I.icii^ 
l,iiii/it  (•'ni'i'itiitr'n  S/>iiili.      r,//riii  iif  lliiiin  lUirn/ii- on  flir  'J'liiili:  o/  (una- 
ilii.     Vrciriitiiii'iilH  of  I  he  Cm  ml  .litricH  of  tin:  In4iirli  of  Qiirlirr  mill  A/'/7/- 
liy:il,  i/ii  llii'  ■ii'li/iTt  of  iii'w  (Jiioln  and  llninn  of  Conri'lioh.      Iiiiiniirrniriit 
iif  l/ir  Mil  it  ill   I. mill  III-  nil  nil- mil'  I  bif  kin  Exiclliniij.     Dc^jiiilcli  of  lluu' 
nc^n  rerun  nil' mil. I.     'IViiilrmjf  of  the  I'lniHlilulion.  I.'i  llir  fnmnli'tn  of  an 
llHiiiirlij/,  iiinm;ir  I  until  tlir  i'.xciuilinc.      'I'lit:   lluiinc  of  AHHcnihlif  icjuntH 
VI  fiti<<iiir  of  mm  (.iiili,    ^'i:     Stale  nf  llie    I'rmiinciat   lUwciiiir.     Smir 
Vifiirli   ('ami  linn.    I'liucincn  in  favimr  of  inntvatimiH.    -Mr.  .fimlic  I'li- 
nd'n  /irijcii  of  iiholisliinK    Interment  in  the  (htirchei  of  the  I'r'tvuicc. 
{' rive i/ii nee  of  Triireller.i  bi/  the  Maitrei  di:  I'.nte  at  thin  time  cinitrnnlril 
uilk  llie  fiieilitie.i  /{IJ'nrileil  biy  S.'jantbimti.    -The  Militia  Utwi  anicmhit. 
Scui  mttlc  of  inteiTturHC  between  the  Lr^iilativc  ('oitiir.il  ami  the  llouHeoJ 
/Isscmblj/.  -('all  of  the  Meinbcm  of  the  IIhihc  of  Anneinblj/.     /ti^ilation  of  the 
ijiialiin  of  iibtli.'ihinfr  the  Slavery/  of  Ne:',rici  within  the  I'rouince.     'I'hn 
quediiii  sn/iemeileil  In/  the  ojiintjn  of  Chief  ,/uslicc  Monk,  in  favour  oj  the 
iihii'iile  frceiitni  of  all  Ne'^r<te»y  while  resiilinf!,  in  the  J'rrjvinre.  -  -  I'lTcau- 
li'iiiHof  the  Ihiise  of  Aisetnbljj  on  the  mibjeet  of  (iranti  of  Toll».     Hill  of 
Siiiijili/ to  I'i.i  Miije^if.     Abntire  nttoinpt,  on  the  part  of  Mr.   Von n-^,  to  ei- 
iuhli.ih  a  Hi\j;i<ter  OJ/iee.     He/leetiunu.  -I'rojien.ntj/  of  the  Ma/oritjj  to  c.x- 
]KiHlthe  I'nblic  M.tnej/  in  trati.ilatin^  Knf^li.ih  I'reccdenti  into  French.     End 
iif  Ihc  Sc-iHi/n.  -Fourth,  or  cxlranrditiary  Scmvin  of  the  Provincial  I'arlia- 
iiient,  held  in  eniHeqiicnecof  the  renewal  of  War  in  F.arope.   -Prompt  attend^ 
mice  of  the  ^reat  Majoritij  of  the  Members  of  the  llou-ic  of  /imembly.     The 
Lieutenant  Cjvcrnor'ii  Speech  to  bjth  IIoukci^  rend  in  theab'tence  of  Mr.  l'api~ 
iicuit,  with'tut  the  usual  nalvo  of  previously  readinir  a  Hill.     Addrci.et  in 
reply  tj  the  i.iciitenan*  (.'oveinor's  Speech.    ■  U/unnmily  and  de.iputch  of  the 
Ujusc  of  Assembly  in  pa-isini^  the  Jiill.i  for  the  renewal  of  the  Act:i  for  the 
h.Ucrpre.^crvation  of  His  Majesty'  nCovernnieiit  and  the  Herniation  of  Aliens. 
—i)i(j'erences  on  the  Bill  from  the  Lei^islulivc  Council,  making  it  the  duly 
of  lijinidi  and  other  Parish  Prie.*t3  to  read  Acts  of  Parliament,  Pr.jclmnU' 
ti'jiis,  ^.c.~  Pill  for  the  He^ulution  of  Folunteers,  introduced  by  Mr.  I'api- 
veuu,  rejected  by  the  Lej^islalivo  Council.  —End  of  the  Sets  on.  —The  <..  ecti 
uf  the  renewal  of  the  IVat  in  Europe  upj?i  the  Commerce  >f  the  Canadas.— 
i'rjgrcssDj  Induilry  and  Internal   Trade  ascribod  chiefly  to  external  and 
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fortuitous  cftuje.1 — Anti  commercin/  System  of  the  .Uffmb'y  in  ti'xhmy,,,] 
cltandiae  fjr  all  puvpjsd!!.  -T/iis  y^itv/n  dclerj  t)t<:  I'x.'Ciilive  fti'n  pr  i.. 
i/ii;  Internal  hiiprjveinenti.  —liflh  Sasiun  of  the  Third  I'ro.-incial  J'an;. 
ment.  -His  F.xcelleucy't  Speech  ^  i/s  reciiii'nc,  dati ,rs.  aj,d  c^miwjnp'cA 
eu^o;^iums  on  the  Le'^ishitive  Hodics,  -T.'ie  /ddras  of  tl.e  l.c_x.iihdi\:{  c,i,r, 
cif  not  the  usual  echo  to  hii  I'xcel/ericij\i  Speech,  ii/id  di_[}'erii>g  in  fhii  rt.\ 
tpect  from  that  of  the  House  of  As:-:etnl)'y.  — The  Hou  e  chicjly  occupUlX 
the  que.it ijn  of  building  new  Caoh,  and  on  the  means  of  precef  tinj  jccJ 
dents  by  Fire  in  (Quebec  and  Montreal.— Abortive  attempt  toe.dubliih  annA 
ditional  Jnd;ie  and  Court  Term  fjr  the  District  of  Three'Uijers.—^itutcA 
the  Pro vincial  llevenue and  F.xpenditure.  —  Pr,'j;re.ts  of  Vopuhtt itn  and  (.Ji.l 
mcrce  in  Upper  Canada.— Imptrtanl  Presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury  ujii\ 
District  of  Montreal,  recommending  an  Assessment  to  defray  the  e.T:i)-:iut ,\ 
building  a  Caol  f,r  that  Didric',  — Characteristic   Treatment  of  Ifitit  Pr;] 
ientment  by  the   French  Canadian  Majority  of  the  House  of  Asiemb'Ai-. 
The  Uuorum  of  the  Fouse  reduced  for  the  remainder  of  the  Seasion  to  TrnJ 
Members, — Bill  for  amending  the  Ordinance  for  the  prevent i)7i  oj  M'.\ 
dents  by  Fire.— -Causes  of  its  rejcclijn  in  the  Legiis'aticc  Council.— Rcjli;. 
iijns  on  the  well  fjunded  Jealousy  of  the  other  liranchcj  of  the  Lejii!at;i,M 
with  respect  to  the  sydematic  Policy  of  the  Asscmb'y  in  ieplacingper,r\ 
nent  by  temporary  Aets. — The  Legislative  Council  objects  to  the  appuii,tmiM 
of  Commissi j7iers  by  Bill  to  treat  on  Financial  matters  with  Upper  CanaiM 
— Conduct  of  the  Majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  .subject  nil 
Grant  solicited  from  the  Crown  for  the  scite  of  the  District  Gaol  in  .VisJ 
treat. — Important  question  as  to  the  lieligious  Bights  of  Pre ibyteriam 
Lower  Canada,  excited  by  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Chief  Justiceofli 
Province  in  the  Court  of  Appeals.— Claims  of  Presbyterian  CongrejatiA 
i«  connection  with  the  National  Church  of  Scotland. — Supply  to  his  iluj.; 
ty  this  Session. — Act  for  the  Inspection  of  Beef  and  Pork.  —  Number  oJ  .-fJ 
passed. — End  of  this  Session,  and  of  the  Third  Provincial  Farliameil- 
Reflection  on  Grievances^  real  and  imaginary. 

In  our  last  Chapter,  we  touched  upon  the  temporising  Policy  of  ilJ 
present  Administration.  The  Members  of  the  Executive  Mere  ger/ 
rally  advanced  in  years;  and  the  few  English  comprised  in  it,  havirJ 
been  foiled  in  every  effort  to  introduce  the  spirit  of  liritish  Legi>i 
tion  into  the  practice  of  the  Constitution,  now  appear  to  have  turni 
their  attention  to  the  improvement  or  repair  of  their  private  fortunti 
leaving  the  Country  to  vegetate  like  an  untveeded  garden.  That  ScJ 
tion  of  the  Constitutional  Act,  which  authorised  His  Majesty  to  n 
hereditary  titles  of  honour  to  the  office  of  Legislative  Councillor,  1 
long  fixed  the  attention  of  some  individuals  ambitious  of  founditijiiij 
jnilies  ;  and  the  French  Law  of  Substitution  or  Entail,  restricted  i 
the  third  generaticn,  was  chosen  as  tiie  first  means  of  securing  t;| 
fortunes  of  descendants,  till  the  course  of  events  should  facilitate  i 
introduction  of  the  English  Law  of  Primogeniture,  so  well  calcnlat'l 
for  establishing  a  landed  aristocracy  on  a  stable  foundation.    A"  A 
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norfiiiit  irnUancc  of  the  enip'.oynipjU  of  llie  I'rencli  L'uv  ofSih^titufion, 
with  tlie  vifW  ofiouiidii'.g  a  lasiiily,  is  that  of  the  latu  Iloiioiirahli." 
Ik'iiry  Cakhvell,  wlio  entailed  ouo  of  his  Seiijiiiuriej  upon  his  giaml- 
^(,n.  On  the  other  liand,  t!>ose  who  had  obtained  huge  (Jrants  ol'ihe 
Waste  Lund. •<  of  the  Crown  under  t!ie  Kn<;]iih  Tenure,  looked  forward 
to  tlie  period  when,  a<.ncead/j/  to  the  spirit  of  the  ninth  Sccti'.n  of  the 
Ad  14'i  Oi^'>'  ai-  <'('!>•  ^'}.  //'■-'  I'-'tis/ish  Lnivs  of  Descent,  n>id  cnnm:- 
(jHentli/  the  rin^ht  of  I'/iriw<^eniture,  ..hc"''t  he  introduced  into  ihe  Tuwu' 
sliipi  of  Lower  Canada.  Not  only,  therefore,  were  the  iii)pli'j;'.ntsfcr 
Township  Lands  animated  with  views  of  irnniediate  interest,  but  like- 
wise with  the  hope  of  estabhbhin;^  an  Aristoeracy  tit  a  future  day ; 
and,  as  many  of  them  entered  into  the  composition  of  the  Govern- 
ment, they  naturally  expeeted  to  render  the  duties  and  expenses  of 
Settlement  ahnost  nominal,  or  at  all  events  capable  of  being  trans- 
ft'ired  as  a  burthen  upon  those  who  nn'ght  purchase  a  portion  of  their 
Lands.  Tlie  Cler^^y,  secured  in  one  seventh  of  the  Township  Landj, 
equally  looked  forward  to  the  performance  of  Settlement  Duties  by 
means  of  their  Lessees  ;  and  as  the  Lots  were  scattered  systematic- 
ally, no  improvement  in  Roads  tliroughout  those  Lands  could  taku 
place,  without  encreasinj;  the  value  of  the  Clergy  lleserves.  'I'he  en- 
virons of  the  Cities  and  Boroughs  hkewisc,  under  the  present  Laws 
and  Establishments  of  the  Country,  afforded  opportunities  for  sjiecu- 
lation  10  persons  possessing  some  influence  in  the  ICxecutive  and  Le- 
gislative Departments.  The  Lands  and  Rights,  and  even  Servitudes, 
of  the  Religious  Communities  of  Nuns,  permitted  to  exist  in  Quebec, 
Montreal  and  Three-Rivers,  were  obtained  on  long  Leases  of  ninety- 
nine  years,  and  turned  to  account  by  ingenious  Speculators;  in  tvhose 
hands  a  mere  right  to  establish  a  Fishery  ivas  converted  to  that  of  erect- 
ing Wharves  and  Buildings,  Jirst  for  ihe  use  of  the  Lessee,  and  after 
the  end  of  the  long  Lease,  to  revert  to  the  Lessor  ;  and  thus  to  jierpc- 
iuate  the  vceatth  and  importance  cf  those  anr.malous  Institutions. 

After  those  preliminary  notices,  calculated  to  account  for  the  apa- 
thy with  which  influential  individuals  looked  upon  the  defects  and  vi- 
ces of  the  Constitution,  we  proceed  to  review  the  events  of  the  Third 
Session  of  the  Third  Provincial  Parliament.  It  wiis  opened  on  the 
8th  February,  1803,  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  wit'a  a  gracious 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  addressed  to  both  Houses,  which  began 
with  congratulations  upon  the  ratification  of  the  DefinitivL-  Treaty  of 
Peace  between  his  Britannic  Majesty,  the  French  Republic  and  other 
Powers.  This  event,  contrary  to  all  theory  and  past  experience,  was 
asserted  to  be  fraught  with  Commercial  benelits  to  Canada.*     His 

*  It  is  chiefly  when  Britain  is  engaged  in  War  that  tlic  Commercial  resources 
of  the  Canndas  are  drawn  forth  and  encouraged,  by  tlie  wants  of  the  Mother  Coun- 
try. To  War  alone,  or  to  the  prospective  Policy  of  pri'paring  for  its  exigencies, 
Imve  tlie  Canadas  been  indebted  for  the  extent  of'  iheir  Trade,  more  particularly  in 
(»rain.  Lumber  and  Provisions.  To  tlie  same  event  and  policy  they  owe  the  bene- 
fit!, arising  from  the  great  expenditure  of  British  Kevcnuc  in  i'uLilic  Work.;;;  and, 
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lUiclli'DC'V  next  alluilcd  to  IVcscntnicnts  from  tlif  ruMiul  .TuiicMi 
(^m-lii'c;  ami  AJoiifrcal  iTs|)cctive!y,  {lemonslratiiijf  the  insutliciciifv  if 
tlii'lr  (jaols,  unci  tlic  urjjt'iit  necessity  of  estahlisliiii;;  Houses  ol"(,'i.r. 
ri'ctioM  ill  those  Cities,  for  tlie  use  of  their  extensive  Districts.  \ 
provision  for  those  important  objects  was  iirj^ed  upon  the  ir  iimiicili.itu 
attention  ;ancl  His  Kxeellency  enlargeil  Ujion  the  duty  ol'tlie  Le!,'i^!;i. 
ture  to  use  means  fur  the  ellectua)  application  of  the  Laws  to  tlit  n.r. 
recti(M»  of  minor  olleir  "s,  us  being  eventually  not  less  important  to 
p'-iblic  morals  and  the  peace  of  society,  tlian  the  pumslnnent  of  tlagriHii 
crimes.  'J'he  continuation  and  improvement  of  the  Militia  Acts  wiro 
next  reconnnended.  After  promiiinj;  to  order  Statements  ol' the  (j. 
virExpcnditurc  of  the  past  year,  and  of  the  I'rovincial  Ueveniieof 
the  Crown,  to  be  laid  beibre  the  Assembly,  his  Excellency,  addrisj. 
inj^  both  Houses,  recommended  a  continuance  of  the  zeal  which,  he 
was  pleased  to  say,  had  been  manifested  by  them  in  the  previous  Ses- 
sion for  the  public  welfare,  ending  his  Sj)eech  by  recommending  dcs- 
patch  of  Ikisincss,  as  the  obvious  means  of  enabling  them  sjieedily  to 
return  to  the  occupations  and  comforts  of  theii  respective  private  sta- 
tions. The  Addresses  of  both  Houses  were  echoes  to  the  Spcodi, 
promising  attention  to  the  objects  recommended,  with  compliments  to 
J  lis  Excellency  in  return  for  his  expressions  of  unqualified  approba- 
tion ol'  their  previous  conduct. 

It  is,  however,  remarkable,  and  in  apparent  contradiction  to  this 
last  recommendation,  that  Mr.  Justice  Debonrie  proposed,  instead  of 
meeting  daily  as  previously  practised,  that  the  House  of  Assembly 
should  meet  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays;  and  that,  though 
this  proposal  was  not  formally  sanctioned,  the  House,  during  this 
Session,  did  not  actually,  on  the  average,  meet  oftener  than  three 
times  a  week.  * 

On  the  1 1th  of  February,  the  House  proceeded  to  take  into  consi- 
deration, t!ie  Speech  of  His  Excellency  ;  Mr.  McGiU  and  Mr.  Jm- 
ticc  Debonne  taking  the  lead  in  proposing  Committees  on  different 
subjects;  and  on  the  16th  of  February,  the  House  in  Committee,  re- 
in this  rosppct,  the  Colonies  of  Great  Britain,  on  this  Continent,  have  advantngn 
(luring  War  exceeding  those  of  neutral  Countries,  which  are  sul>jected  to  the  plun- 
der and  vexations  of  all  the  Belligerents,  on  various  pretences. 

•  'I'liis  may  be  ascribed  to  the  wish  of  the  Judges  and  other  riaccmen,  that 
their  legiblalive  duties  should  not  interfere  with  their  judicial  avocations  ;  thiyn.v 
turaUy  considered  their  presence  in  the  House,  essentially  calculated  to  pronmie  the 
views  of  the  Administration,  and  correctness  in  legislative  proceedings,  vvliich  the 
less  informed  character  of  many  of  the  Members  was  inadequate  to  supply.  Tliis 
proposal  likewise  proves  the  tendency  of  the  Government  towards  an  OUganhij, 
being  tlia  onlj/  form  under  the  present  Constitution,  vliidt  could  prevent  the  compkU 
ascendancy  of  the  French  Canaditms,  as  already  mentioned  in  our  first  Chapter;  and 
we  may  here  remark,  that  the  frequent  changes  of  Governors,  ?.nd  the  vicissitude 
of  peace  and  war,  together  with  other  circumstances,  render  an  Oligarchy  imprac 
ticahle  in  the  subordinate  Government  of  Lower  Canada,  without  the  expenditure 
of  money  for  conciliating  the  Members  of  the  popular  Bianch,  which  would  rtniiir 
it  b:athcnsoinu  to  the  supreme  Guvcnimcut. 
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pniti'd  in  Hivour  of  »ic\v  Gaols  iind  IIons(^s  of  Concttion,  lor  I  lie 
Ijiliicts  ot  (iiic'l)ec  aiul  Montrial,  and  a  Special  Coiiiinittn.'  was  ap- 
nitinti'il  to  eiKjiii  e  into  tlic  fittest  places  for  tlieir  erection  uitliin 
ih.ise  Cities,  and  into  tlie  expenses  likely  to  attend  the  biiildiiiL;  of 
tli(>  same. 

On  tlie  18th  nf  rebniary,  a  Mes.>:i|^e  was    received    from  His  V,\- 

c'licnoy,   accompanyinjj;  Statements  of  the   Provincial    Ueveiuic  and 

Kxnciulifure.     'I'he  former,  having  been    increased  by  the  anionnt  of 

iirrt'urs  of  Territorial  Revenue,    exceeding  six  thousand    pounds,  was 

this  year  above  thirty-two  thousand  pouiuls  currency,  or  nearly  tliiriy 

thousand  pounds  sterling,  while  tlic  abstract  of  warrants   granted  for 

the  public  service,  including  the  (|Uota  of  duties   payable  to  the  I'ro- 

\inc'C  of  Upper  Canada,    amounting  to  eleven    hunclred  and  sever. ly- 

f,vo  pounds  currency,  was   thirty-seven    thousand   and    eight  jiotnids 

sovciiteen  shillings  and  six  pence  sterling.     The  e:;penscs  of  the  Lc- 

i^islative  Council,   for  the  past   year,  were  eight   hundred  and   ibrty- 

scvcn  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  two  pence,  and  for  the  House  of 

Assembly,  twelve   hundred  and   fifty-one  pounds   four   shillings  and 

I'mir  pence,    together,    two  thousaiul   and   ninety-nine    pounds  three 

sliillings  and  six  pence  currency.     Of  the  whoh;   expenditure,  about 

twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling  were  for  salaries  and  other  ex[>enses 

of  the  Civil   Government;  three  thousand,  pounds   for  Pensions  and 

Allowances  ;  and  the  rest  for  advances  towards  the  building  of  Court- 

liouses  and  Bridges,  and  the  support  of  other  local  Establislnnents. 

\Vc  find  the  late  Mr.  Justice  Panel,  this  Session,  zealous  to  intro- 
duce improvements,  bearing  upon  the  health  and  morals  of  the  com- 
niunity,  and  suggested  to  his  intelligent  mind  by  the  progress  of  sei  • 
ciicc.  On  the  tilst  of  February,  he  brought  in  a  Bill  "  i'ov prmh'iif- 
inn  the  burial  of  the  Dead  in  the  Churches  of  this  Province,  and  in  the 
Church-yards  and  Burning-places  xvithin  the  toalls  of  the  Towns  ;>/' 
(Inekc  and  Montreal."  This  measure  excited  much  clamour  among 
those  adverse  to  every  innovation,  however  judicious ;  but  though  not 
I  passed  into  a  law,  its  spirit  now  prevails,  and  burials  in  Churches  are 
chiefly  confined  to  the  interment  of  Romish  Priests  and  Nuns,  who 
are  to  be  considered,  in  some  degree,  as  separated  in  life  and  death 
from  the  rest  of  the  community. 

In  consequence  of  Petitions  from  persons  employed  under  license 
for  the  conveyance  of  Travellers  by  land,  a  Bill  was  ii^troduced,  giv- 
ing a  more  ample  allowance  to  Mnitrcs  dc  Postc,  by  which,  at  some 
seasons  of  the  year,  five  pounds  would  have  been  the  total  fare  from 
Quebec  to  Montreal,  and  vice  versa ;  that  is  to  say.  about  seven  pence 
hennile,  exclusive  of  subsistence;  but  the  Legislature  very  properly 
confined  itself  to  a  continuance  of  previous  Acts  on  this  subject ;  and 
when  afterwards  the  Maitrcs  de  Poste  became  restive,  several  enter- 
prising individuals,  of  English  origin.^  established  covered  carriages, 
running  weekly  between  Quebec  and  Montreal,  furnishing  such  spee- 
dy conveyance   and  good   entertainment  to  Travellers,  at  reasonable 
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r:it(N,  a«  prr.'illy  incri'tHcd  flio  iitfcrcoiiryo,  hy  liJiul,  Iicfurcn  Q'.kIk,' 
niid  M.miMimI,  mid  llii!  inU'uirdiiiti;  pljci-s.  ili'rc;irii.r,  \\c  shiill  l„nc 
oi'cusioii  tonolicij  ihv  ititri'diictioii  ot"  Sti'inn-navi^jiitin,  by  Mr.  Mc,;. 
R(>ii,  wliifli  lu!s  iu»\v  rcdiiii'd  ihu  c\[)C'ii3c' of  coavo^jiiu'i;  by  vvjitir  (,:i 
the  coirmiuiiicMtion  be'i"ci.ii  (iiicbtc  and  Mohtmd,  to  tiic  lnwt-,t 
cIkiiilji's,  on  wliic'u  a  pir^mi  uniU  riakidg  llic  jounioy  by  land,  on  \\u,\ 
would  ii)cvitid)Iy  bo  subjected.  * 

The  priueipiil  subject  ul'  discussion  tin's  Scsj:ion,  was  tl)e  improve, 
mcnt  of  the  iMlhtia  I-a\vs ;  and  an  Act  was  pasi-ed,  wliich,  it'  dulv 
executed,  would  Iiave  rendered  t:mt  species  of  force  niueli  belter  prj. 
pnrcd  fur  the  dtfeiice  of  the  Province,  tlian  it  was  found  to  he  at  ilio 
cntnnienccincnt  of  thu  late  war  between  Great  IJritain  and  the  U'liitui 
States. 

This  Session  Is  remarkable  for  n  cliaucjc  in  the  previous  mode  of 
intcrcour«^e  between  both  Houses,  evincnig  no  small  jealousy  botuctii 
the  Legislative  Council  aiul  the  House  of  Assend)ly,  and  a  stridor 
connection  between  tl>e  former  Branch  and  the  Executive,  than  \ni 
previously  existed.  'J'ill  tiiis  period,  Messagea  Irom  the  House  of  As. 
scmbly  to  the  l^egislative  Council,  had  been  carried  by  two  Mernbiri 
of  the  former  body  ;  and,  from  the  latter  to  tlie  former,  l)y  one  Xuin- 
bi'r ;  but  this  Session,  Committees  of  Conference  i'.greed,  and  it  wm 
afterwards  resolved  by  each  IJrunch,  that  Messages  irom  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  should  be  sent  by  an  Officer  of  the  Crown,  of  the  niik I 
of  Master  in  Chan(;ery,  and  that  Messages  from  the  Assembly,  slionlj 
be  sent  to  the  Legislative  Council  by  one  Member  of  the  Assembly, 

The  House  and  its  Committees  having   been  repeatedly  adjournd 
for  want  of  the  ordinary  quorums  for  the  transaction  of  business,  be- 
ing seventeen  for  the  House,  and  three  Jhr  Committees,  a  call  of  the  I 
House  was  ordered  in  the  most  peremptory  (brm,  for  the  4  th  of  Mardi; 
when  several    Members  returned  to   their   legislative   duty,  and  ten 
were  absent.     While  Great  Britain  enjoyed  peace,    the  French  Cam- 
dian  Leaders,  at  this  time,  did  not  expect  to  incrcasf  the  importance  A 
the  Natios  Cai^adtesse,  by  their  presence  in  the  House  o/  AssemljIyA 
and  when,  in   consequence  of  the  order  of  the  Speaker,   Mr.  Josei)'n\ 
Papineau,  Member  for  the  County  of  Montreal,  was  brought  to  Que- 
bec in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,    we  find  him  petitioning  tor  I 
a  release  from  his  legislative  duties,  which,  after  much  discussion,  was] 
granted  for  the  present  Session. 

During  every    Session  of  the  Legislature,  the  House  of  Asscniblj| 
had  been  agitated  on  the  question  of  the  existence  of  Slavery  of  Ne- 
groes  within  the  Province;  and  this    Session,  on  the  1st  of  MarcliJ 
Mr.  James  Cuthbert,  seconded  by  Mr.  Justice  Panel,  brought  in  a  I 

•  Raftsmen  and  common  Labourers,  as  well  ns  Emigrants,  can  now  be  con»pytill 
from  Quebec  to  Montreiil,  for  two  dollars  each,  or  \)^d.  per  mile,  and  sometiDifii[ 
from  the  spirit  of  competition  in  the  owners  of  Steam-boats,  ut  three  farthings  fX 
mile,  as  deck  passengers:  this  aHbrds  such  a  striking  contrast,  that  our  readers tfili| 
duubtless  excuse  us  for  anticipating  the  regular  progress  of  events. 
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liill  Id  n'.'W'U'i" '///  iliiitfi/s  rc^/xvliin:;  S/avcri/  -ivil/iin  this  Vmvi  ice,  .ntd 
lor  other  purpisC',,  This  iniMsurc  wim  not  pcnsc  viTiil  in,  htiii}^  cdii- 
siilitc'd  uniu'rc'ssary,  from  the  (k-ciik'd  inaiiiur  in  which  the  Chief 
jiistiix'  t>t  .Montreal  Iiad  (U-claivd  that  the  Criminal  Law  oi'  Kn;;l  ind, 
j.sta!)li.shed  in  the   IVovinee  hy  the  (iuehec  Act,  and  the  IIal)eas  C(ir- 


s  A'.'t  <»r  Canada,    nnuht  he  so  construed  as   to  destroy   al 


n-^l.ts 


I'" 

ot'  |)iM|)crty  in  Slaves  in  Lower  Canada.     There  was,  bc'siile«,  nt»  cir- 

tiiiiistance  ol"  cHniate  or  spi'cies  of  cultivation  in  the  Province,  which 
jiistitioil  lliL'  continuation  oC  Slavery;  anil  it  was  very  |)ro[)er  tlia!,  as 
ill  i;iii,'l4intl,  evi'ry  human  hein^  who  may  touch  the  soil  of  the  Colo- 
nics oi'  (jreat  IJritain,  on  the  Continent  of  North  Anurica,  simuld  he 
fortiiwitli  recoj^nised  as  free,  without  prejudice  to  j)rivate  contracts  of 
HTvice. 

Wt  find,  this  Session,  the  Urst  application  for  authority  to  erect  a 
l]riil;^e  ovt.r  the  Montmorenci,  and  exact  a  Toll;  and  a  liill  for  tliis 
purpose  \v'as  introduced  by  Mr.  James  Cuthhert;  hut  little  pro^n-tss 
was  made;  and  we  shall  hereat'ter  (ind  that  the  House  became 
cautious,  antl  ordered  several  preliminary  en(juiries  to  he  made,  and 
iniblic  notices  to  be  given  of  the  objects  of  such  applications,  before 
ukmg  them  into  consideration. 

On  the  yth  and  J  1th  of  .March,  several  Members  obtained  leave  of 
ak'ncc  ;  and  occasioiud  adjournments,  for  a\  lUit  of  a  quorum,  took 
nLice  durinj;  the  remainder  of  this  Session. 

On  the  11th  of  March,  a  Bill    for  a  Supply  to  His  Majesty,  was 
introduced,  amending  the  Act  ;jj,   Geo.  HL,  and  increasing   the  du- 
ties on  Licenses  wiiich  it  imposed ;  but  this  measure  was  not  perse- 
vered in  ;  and  the  House  merely   passed  another   Bill  to  replace  ad- 
Ivances  made   by   His  Majesty   for   the    building   of  Court-houses, 
mounting  to  six  thousand  pounds,  to  be  taken  from  the  unappropri- 
tcd  produce  of  the  duties  levied   by  the  periuanent   Acts  35,  Geo. 
II.,  Ciips.  8  and  9,  and  41,  Geo.  HL,  Cap   14. 
On  the    1st  of  April,  Mr.  Young  introduced  a  Bill  for  Entcgistcr- 
mg  certain  Deeds,  and  Certificates  of  Deeds  affecting  Real  Proj)erty, 
anted  hy  His  Maji'sty  in  Free  and  Common  Soccage ; — but  this  at- 
iiipt  to  obtain  a  Uegister  Act,  completely  tailed ;  and,  after  repeat- 
I  endeavours  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  the  actual   passage  of 
similar  Bill  in  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  year  18'J5,   thk  Pro- 
me  rcDiaiu.'i  iin protected  J rom  the   accumulating  evils  of  vortgage 
aiuh,  and  secret  transfers  of  propertij. 

On  the  same  day,  an  Address  Avas  voted  to  His  Excellency,  to  be 
companied  with  plans  and  estimates  for  the  erection  of  Gaols  and 
ouses  of  Correction  for  the  Cities  and  Districts  of  Quebec  and 
ontrcal,  praying  that  His  Excellency  would,  in  behalf  of  His  Ma- 
sty,  grant  the  necessary  lots  of  ground  for  the  scites  of  those 
ildin^^s;  to  which  Address,  a  favorable  answer  was  received  from 
is  Excellency,  who  was  pleased  to  say,  that  he  v\  ould  take  every 
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measure  which  depended  upon  him  to  fidvance  the  objects  proposcJ. 

On  tlic  9th  of  April,  the  propensity  of  the  Mtijcrily  to  accumulate 
expenses,  by  transhiting  Engh'sh  Laws  into  French,  was  evinced  Ly 
a  resolve  to  apply  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  to  the  transliuioa 
of  the  Lex  ParHmnenUoia.  The  Lieutenant  Coveinor  was  induced 
to  acciuiesce  in  this  measure ;  but,  tv/ien  the  House  of  Assembly,  nl  a 
Julure  time,  voted  a  mnc/i  /archer  sum  fortlietrnusldlion  into  Frciirh  of 
t'^c  volumiuous  ivor/c  of  Ha'.seU's  Frccedoitx,  [lis  Uoiiour,  l^res'uifk* 
J);i)iu,  deemed  it  expcdieid  to  c/ieck  this  propeiisili/,  htf  relusiutrto  mdr 
the  (idvances  before  provvdoti  should  be  made  Jor  the  expense,  hn  aw 
Act  of  the  Legislature. 

The  business  of  this  Session  was  much  interrupt!  d  by  the  absence 
of  INIendjcrs ;  but  the  Fvcncli  Canadians  took  care  to  be  sufficienily 
stror.j:^  in  the  House,  to  defeat  all  attempts  at  innovation  lui  the  Laus 
and  Customs  of  the  Province,  bein^^  equalltj  regardless  of  the  exoinphs 
of  improvemeid  J'cld  forth  by  ihi  course  of  Legislation  /;.  Frame, 
El/gland,  the  United  States  of  America,  and  Upper  Canada. 

After  having  voted  considerable  sums  for  the  yearly  increasing  ex- 
penses of  the  Assend)iy,  the  House,  on  the  14th  of  April,  was  com- 
manded to  attend  His  iixcellency  in  the  Legislative  Council  Chamber, 
where  tlic  S{)eaker  appeared,  accompanied  with  only  seventeen  Mem- 
bers.  The  Royal  Assent  was  given  to  six  Acts,  already  alluded  to  I 
in  the  course  of  our  preceding  remarks  ;  and  His  E.cellency  closed 
the  Session  with  a  Speech  conta'ning  the  usual  topics  of  praise  for 
past  conduct,  and  pleasing  anticipations  for  the  future. 

The  treaty  of  Amiens,   on  the   conclusion   of  which,    Lieuteiwhtl 
Governor   Milncs  had  so  recently   congratulated   the  Parliament  of 
Lower  Canada,  was  soon  found  (O  be   only  a  hollow   truce  between 
France  and    England,   during  which,    hiapoleon  Bonaparte   was  un- 
ceasingly occupied  with  schemes  of  unprincipled  ambition,  more  con- 
nected with  the   aggrandizement  of  himself  and   his  relations,  tliaii] 
with  the  happiness  of  the  thoughtless  and  infatuated  Frenchmen,  \vl; 
had  suffered  themselves  to  be  harnessed  to  the  triumphal  car  of  tliiil 
Corsican  adventurer.     The   rapid  extension  of  the  effects  of  his  am- 
bition, in  Italy  and  Switzerland,  was  accompanied  by  such  taunts  anill 
insults  to   England,   that  a  rupture   became   inevitable ;  and,  in  tliel 
month  of  May,  His  Majesty  recommenced  war,  with  a  more  general 
support  from  the  British  Parliament  and  Nation,  than  had  been  expe- 
rienced since  the   period  of  the  conquest  of  Canada,  in  the  Adininb-| 
tration  of  the  elder  Pitt. 

Oflicial  intelligence  of  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  tkl 
French,  and  the  Batavian  Republics,  having  reached  Quebec  in  Jiiivf 
1803,  the  same  was  communicated  by  Proclamation  ;  and  in  viriuej 
of  a  section  of  the  Militia  Act,  the  Provincial  Parliament,  wliiitf 
stood  prorogued  till  the  24th  of  August,  was  summoned  to  meet,/| 
the  despatch  of  business,  on  the  2d  of  the  same  month. 

This  rxtraordmary  Session  was  opened   by  Lieutenant    Govenffl 
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Sir  liohert  Shore  Milnes,  witli  a  short  Speech,  announcing  the  com- 
menct'iiieiit  of  hostilities,  and  recommending  the  renewal  of  the  cx- 
nired  Acts  f'or  the  rc;,^uIation  of  Aliens,  and  for  the  better  preserva- 
tion of  His  Majesty's  (jovernmer !:. 

Thc!  promptitude  with  which  tlic  great  Majority  of  the  INIembers 
of  tlie  House  of  Assembly  repaired  to  Quebec  for  the  public  service, 
vas  a  topic  of  eulogiuin  in  the  Otlicial  Gazi-tte;  and  the  Addresses  of 
both  Houses  to  His  Excellency,  were  replete  with  sentiments  of  loy- 
alty and  patriot'sin. 

The  zeal  of  the  Majority  was  so  great,  that  the  accustomed  salvo 
of  privilege  was  omitted :  and,  without  waiting  for  the  introduction 
and  rea^!;ng  of  any  Bill,  the  ISpeaker  was  requested,  immediuttly  af- 
ter the  return  of  the  House,  to  report  His  Excellency's  Speech,  which 
being  done,  a  Connnittee  of  live  ^lembers  was  appointed  to  frame  the 
Address  in  reply.* 

The  utmost  unanimity  prevailed  in  passing  the  temporary  Acts  al- 
luded to  in  His  Excellency's  Speech;  but  even   this  short    Session  of 
te.n  days  affords  some  specimens  of  opposition  to  the  Executive,  and 
diftlronces  between  the  Legislative   Council  and  tlie  House  of  As- 
sembly.    The  increase  of  new  Laws  bearing  upon  the  public  duties 
ot'an  uncdiijatcd  Popidation,  whose  plea  of  ignorance  could  not  al- 
ways be  equitably  rejected,  induced  the  Government  to  devise  more 
siiituble  means  than  the  press,  for  the  communication  of  Laws  to  the 
unlettered  Peasantry  ;  and,   at  the  suggestion  of  the  Executive,  the 
Legislative  Council  passed  a  Bill,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  the  more  mn- 
^  pic  publication  of  certain  Acts  of  the  Provincial  Parliament,"  by  which 
it  was  enacted,  that  all  Rectors,  Citrates,  or  other  Priests  or  Ministers 
of  the  several  Parishes  or  Churches  of  this  Province,  slioU'  publicly 
read  after  Divine  Service  ;'«  the  morning,  at  the  Preshytcre  or  other 
usual  places,  ivhere  the  legal  assemblies  ()f  each  larish  are  held,  all 
Acts  and  l-roclamatlons,  or  any  part  thereof,  tvhen  and  so  often  as  they 
\  or  cither  of  them  shall  be  thereunto  required  by  the  Governor,  Lieute- 
nant Governor,  S^c.  ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  it  was  further  enacted,  thut 
UU  such  persons  should  be  furnished,  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  icith  cipies  of  the  Laws  passed  at  each  Session  of  the  1  ro- 
I  'uiicial  Parliament. 

When  this  Bill  on  the  8th  August  was  moved  to  a  second  reading 
I  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  Mr.  Papineau,  who  abhorred  the  measure, 
Jfls  being  calculated  to  facilitate  the  extension  of  the  influence  of  the  i'x- 
lecuiiue  over  the  Romish  Priests,  and,  through  them,  over  the  Constilu- 
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*  Mr.  Joseph  Papineau,  who  had  ahsented  himself  during  the  pre'.ous  Sessions, 
Itook  ilie  oaths  and  his  s«at  on  the  3d  of  Auj^ust ;  and  liis  name  apjjc;  rs  on  the  same 
May  as  one  of  the  Messengers  sent  to  His  Excellency  to  learn  wliei  ho  would  he 
Iplcaseil  to  receive  the  House  with  its  Address.  We  may  here  remark,  that  the  at- 
llendance  of  Meinhers  was  considered  of  such  consequence,   that  Ihr  namrs  of  i/msr 

W'lo  had  performed  their  public  duties   teere  ordered  tj  be  recordtd  in  the  Joutnals  of 

mi  House,  being  in  all  thirlt/'scvcn. 
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riifs  I)''  liir  Miijo/I'/,  iiiovnl  ii)  .'nnrndninil  iImI  iIm  (jiu  ,-(i..ii  sldui,; 
l)r  |)osl|)(tiH'(l  lill  |s|  S»'|t|(>iiilMr  iifxl  ;  ;iii(l  lliis  nuiins  i.l'tN  l(  iiiiii;  ilii 
nM'iismc  l;iil»'i'  n  ily  by  llu-  «  .isliii;j;  xolc  olllu'  .'"  |Mjil,rr.  '!  I:c  hm,.,. 
silion  iM'Nt  (Ml.  ivoiirctl  lo  s!il»s(iliit('  llu'dltlcl  ( ".'ipliiiiiH  ul' Alilnn 
\'o\  llic  I'n'csls;  t\\\{\  lliisf  \\ni  !;k<'  ninvcnirni  lind  iiKtnii'iiliirv  mkcis, 
ImK.  jis  ill  llu'  ft'Irln.'ilnl  V'.\^r  ol'llu'  IhiimI  AcI  hi  iIw  yijir  I7!','»,  \W 
rriciids  oClIu*  Atlniiiiistiiilidii  inllicd  llu-ii  Imuccs,  iCHtund  llic  riusis, 
:iiid  llic  \Vi\\  wiisliiiidly  piisscd  oil  tlic  lOtli  <ii' Aii;.;iist,  ^villioiil  iiiikikI. 

An(»flirr  nirasurc,  rt'conni'iMidocI  I»y  His  I'vctllfiicy,  ^v.■lH  lludi. 
rom)ijx«'"H'nt  and  discipliiu'  ol  such  Corps  ol'  Men  jis  ^ll(Hlld  volimin. 
rily  «>Hl'r  tluMr  services  lor  llie  dclciict'  ollluir  Towns  inid  Coiisls,  (ir 
for  tlie  |:;eiu'r;d  jli'l'ei\i'i'  ol'lliis  Province  «Iiiiiii<f  the  present  VVfir.  ,\ 
\M\\  \'o\  lliis  purpose  was  iiilrodiiced  by  M"*.  I'apineiiii,  iiiterrcriii}!;  wiih 
that  complete  eontroul  of  iNIililia  arraiif';eiiieiits  wliicli  tin-  l,;nv 
liad  invested  in  the  (I(»vernor  ;  and  as  tlie  nieasnre  did  not  apjunr 
eah"»ilafed  to  extend  the  powi-rs  ol'lIu"  I'Aecntiv«',  the  Mill  passed  hv 
the  Assemhlv.  al't(>r  some  unsnccesshd  eli'orls  (o  rcMider  it  accepliihi,, 
was  not  proi'i'cdi-d  iip(M«  in  the  l,e};islativi;  Conncil  hel'ore  tin-  I'ldiii- 
jAation,  win'ch  took  phice  oe,  ihe  I  Ith  ol"  Aninisl,  !,' ();5. 

'I'he  closini':  SpiH'ch  oi"  I  lis  I'.xci'Ilencv  to  both  I  louses  jm  Know  li  (!;;^n| 
the  alacrity  w  ith  which  they  had  provided  lor  tlu>  priniaiy  objct  Ih  hI 
bis  recommendation  ;  alluded  to  the  late  successes  ol'  His  IMajcsly's 
Anns  in  the  West  Indies,  as  l^eiiip;  events  cotuieeled  with  tlic's(- 
tairity  ol'lhe  IVovinci' :  and  lii.ally  inlin.alctl  to  lie  Members  theiiii. 
portance  of  their  unnnutled  cxeifions.  in  such  limes,  to  ilisseiiiiii.ilr 
tliroup;I\(nit  the  Colony  those  princij)ies  of  loyally  by  which  lluy 
appealed  (o  have  been  acliialed. 

Durinij  the  recess,  the  ellects  of  the  War,  carried  on  with   vlpnir, 
Avas  extensively  felt,  in  the  encrcased  demand  lor  (irain,  I'loiir,  I'm- 
visions,  Lum!)i'  ,  and  other  articles  oft'anadian    Produce  in  ihe  I!ii- 
fish  iNIarkefs;  all  whii-h  were  admitted  for  Home  Consnmpiion,  Duly 
free,  with  the  exception  of  (Jrain,  Moiir,  l''urs  and  IVItrii's,  whiilipiinl 
iiuiderate  Duties.     JShipbuildiii}::,  which  had  been  j;radually  ani^iiuiii- 
inp:  at  (iuobcc,   was    soon   di'stincd  to  be  eonimencid   at   Moiilri;il; 
and,  bein«r  a  branch   ol'  liuhisliy  which   can  be  exercised  (Iuriii<;  tlie  | 
loiv:^  C'anadian  Winter,  it  was  as  nmch  recommended  by  this  circtiiii- 
stance  of  continual  cmploymcjit,  as  bv  the  scope  which  it  a  Horded  to 
the  clearance  of  Lands,  by  (he  internal  demand  lor  Timhc'  .huseriMl 
ed.     As  being  oomiocted  also  with  the  oncourai^ement  to  clear  Laiuls  | 
we  slioulil  mention  the  encreasin;;  mamilacture  of  Pot  and  Pearl  A.sIuj, 
of  which  articles  above  a  tlu)usaiul  tons  wi>re  this  year  exported  I'loiiil 
(Quebec  to  the   l\M-ts  of  (ireat   llritain.     The  Trade  of  the  Coaiiliv. 
Inland  and  Foreip;!!,  auf^mented  by  the  donand  caused  by  the  War  in 
Kurope,  had  «>braiiu>(l  no  direct  eiicour;ij:;ement  from  the  I>ocal  (icv- 
ernment  ami  Legislature:  on  tlie  contrary,  it  will  appiarthat  t/ic  I^lc-l 
J'vifi/  (}/' ihe  House  of  Assciubfj/    rxt ended  i/ieir  pcmieiaus  and  Aiiti-\ 
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t'Ctrd  witli  lliCM- 
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("onsnmi-iion.  Duly 

Vltrii's,  \vliiilii'anl 

nuluiilly  juijiiiHiil- 

uT(l  at,  Moiitiiiil; 

Nt-rciscd  (Imiii{;  tlie 

I'd  by  this  ciiriim- 
Iwhirb  it  idlordcd  to 
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Ln.^inh'irnii  r,ijslnu  n/  taviii<\  MrnfnKii/i  i-  /!ir  rrrri/  >;/vt/V",  '/  l^nhllc 
\l'nH'ii(litiit(\  ■'<lii[»i'ili^iii;\  ('i)timirnr  as  llic  laiisr  nf  llic  riiiHttsr  n/' 
L,iiii,,  (iii(/  iicir.s.s//(il/ii:[  llic  crnfio'i  n/  ('miillinii^is,  (iimls,  llmisis  d/' 
\('  rial  ion  ■>  Uospildh,  S,i'-  Siu  II  condiH't  and  iniHrepreHcnIjition, 
iMiiiili'il  "illi  eoniplinii'iilH  l<>  the  simple  and  iieivilive  viilnrH  ol'  tlu! 
||)|,iil(!iii;^  reasiinlry,  could  not  liiil  to  plcn.-ic  the  j',reat  body  of  I'^lec- 
lliiis,  iiiid  I"  iii'^iiri!  the  ic-eleetitm  ol'the  same  Members,  ^f/v///;;  a  nnn- 
tjkxioii  ilrciili'iilif  I'rniili,  i'cii(hil  tnul  /tnlf-(  <nniiirninl  In  llir  l.ri'isln- 
ji,ii  nf  I'OWr  CiiiKKfiis  (iiiil  JiiKilli/  f/firrrinjr  His  Mnjrslifs  ncjirr- 
\ioilnliv<'  fiii'f  ill''  liilioliildiils  if  lUitish  i)ri:<in  /nun  ir<iliitiii</  ainf 
Ificiisiirt's  of  iDnprovcninil  in  l/ir  f.ivur  I  Innsr,  cnriil  tv/iiii  Jijucf/  tq 
ilisii  ill/  f/'i'  'vaiils  <>/  nn  r}UfC(i.siii;\  /'o/in/nliini,  and  l/ir  iinp'trhiniln:^ 
L/'///('  liilinliihiiils  nf  Ujiprr  ('nn/u/a  and  I  lie  (i(/jo/niii/r  Stales  ;  iv/nisr 
li'iituiiinridl  rvlalimix  with  Lower  Cn  inula  rrifnirrd  llic  /aril  it  in:  of 
III  Hiiik/^;  /{riil:irs.  Canals,  llic  iniprnv mcnf  n/'  liivcrs,  anil  llic 
fiifinis  nf  ('i>nx"'i/nncr  hif  I. anil  anil  hi/  If'atcr. 

Tlic  I'ilih  and  last,  Si-ssion  ol'the  Third    Provincial   I*arIIanicnf,  wnn 

niH'iii'iI  on  the    lOlh  l''cbriiary,    IHOl,  by  I  he    Lieutenant   (iovernor, 

SI'  Spi'c<h,  as  iisnal,  I)e(.;an  with  hnsiness  and  ended  with  (■.,  iipli^ 

|iu:it,  hrealhin;;  aelsnowledf^menlH  lor  jiast  and  expectation  ol'  rniuro 

Inviaiices  of  duty   and   loyalty.     Mis    I'iXeelk'ney   ascribed    to   both 

|lin;('s  iineoinmon  anxiety  to  eontimm  the  Acts  revivH'»l  hint  Scsnion, 

ill  liic  rcfi;nIalion  of  AliiMis  and  tlu-  better  preservation  of  His  Majes- 

Iv'sdovermnent ;  and  he  reinindi'd  thetn  ol'the  expiring  Aet  lor  the 

ji'lici'oi' Insane  Persons  and  liie  support  of  l''onndlin;.;M,  rcri'rriri;.^  t(» 

[lie  hi'iiclicial  eU'eels   ol'that   hwniane   Law    Itnitif^  an   experience   of 

1)111'  years.     Alhidiiif;   to   the  repeated  oeeiirrenee  of  Aecidentrt  I)y 

r,  liis  I'iXoelleiiey  expressed  a  hope  that  this  Session  would  not  pass 

bv  witliout  some  provision  for  their  prevention  or  (or  restrainirif^  their 

lisi'.troiis  eU'ects,  sfatin*;  I'arther  that,  in  eonse(|nence  of  tlie  <lesfnie- 

Bcii  of  the  (iaol  of  Montreal  by  one  o("  those  aeeidentfi,  he  had  been 

Iblii^'cd  to  ;;ive  directions  I'or  sneli  re[)aration   of  tlu;  riiin'^  as  niif^ht 

en  I' as  a  teinj)orary   Prison,  the  expense  ol'wliich  would  be  laid  bc- 

p  tlictn.     Adiirc-sln;.^  the  House  of  As';em!)ly,  his  I'',\cellericy  next 

|Miiiiscd  Statements   of  the    Provincial  JJevenue  of  the  Crown,  antl 

the  Civil  Expenditure  of  t!ie  past   year ;    afl''r  which,   address- 

kbotli  Houses,  he  attempted  to  excite  their  emulation,  by  referririf; 

tiio  important  advantafj;es  of  unanimity  and  envrgy,  exhihitid   in 

lie  public  alfairs  of  the  J'arent  State.     Pledging  himself  to  perform 

ps  part,  His  Kxeelleney  ended  his  Sj)ceeh  with  the  most  earnest  re- 

Biiiinciidation  of  unanimity  and  vigour  in  the  despatch  of  the  public 

lusincss. 

Tlie  Address  of  tlie   Legislative  Council,   though  expressed  in  re- 

kcttiil  hmguage,  was  not  that  echo  to  the  Speech  which  was  usually 

|v*-'ii ;  it  was  brief,  and  alluded,  in  general  terms  only,  to  the  rcec.ui- 

|eiidalions  contained  in  the   Speech  ;  and  the  spirit  of  litis  composi- 
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tioii  ficcmed  cnhiilatcd  to  deprecate  the  sti/le  in   xv/iieh    His  Escdicn: 
iniii<ilid  eulo'^inm  of  tlw  past  with  hrilliaut  aitlicijmlions  (if  the  J'nhu\ 
un  even/  oecn.sioii  of  vieeliiig  the  Le<;;i.statiire. 

Tlu'  AiMirss  ol'tlic  Hoiiso  of  Asscnihly  was  n  perfect  (m-Iio  tn li;; 
SpiH'cIt,  containing  promises  ol"  unanimity,  zeal,  untl  despatch,  wlm; 
uere  very  ini])eri'ectly  perlbrmed. 

I'lcfore  tlie  Sj)eaker  was  pi-rmitted,  however,  to  report  the  Siieccli 
tlie  iMajority  Jook  care  to  resume  the  salvo  of  privilep;e  omitted  in |[,( 
Tourtli  Ses^ion  ;  and  leave  was  accordingly  granted  to  Mr.  Ikitluii 
to  bring  in  a  Hill  to  continue  "am  Act  for  es'ablishiiig  Ihpilnli:;. 
respect  iii<r  Jliois  and  certain  Subjects  of  J  lis  Alojesf//  tvho  have  mi 
id  ill  France,  coining  into  this  Province^  or  residiinj;  therein" — \\\]^[ 
l)ecame  a  liaw  witiiout  any  material  debate  or  discussion.  The  oilir 
temporary  Acts  recommended  to  be  continued  by  His  Excellei:('v,a; 
matter  ol"  course,  and  other  expiring  Laws  were  duly  renewed. 

The  means  to  be  devised  tor  the  prevention  oi'  Accidents  by  lire 
and  the  discussions  on  the  mode  in  which  the  expense  of  erecting;  ji 
(.laol  in  Montreal,  together  with  the  choice  of  a  lit  sj)ot  lor  its  Ioq. 
tion,  were  the  subjects  that  chiefly  produced  debates,  and  called  font 
the  peculiarities  of  the  ambition  of  the  Majority.     'Jhis  Session  isJ 
so  remarkable  for  the  hrst  attempt  to  establish  the  Corporation,  cal 
cd  afterwards  the  Trinity  House  of  (-iuebec,  for  the  better  regulation 
of  Pilots  and  Shipping,  and  for  the  improvement  of  the  Navigation! 
the  St.  Lawrence;  but  this  measure  was  postponed,  as  being  Icssii 
gent  than  others,  which  came  home  to  the  business  and  bosoms  oftii 
Maji.iity.     An  attempt  was  also  made  this  Session,  by  the  Itcprtj 
sentatives  of  the  IJorough  of  Three-llivcrs,  to  have  its  Courts  ofJu: 
ticc  on  a  more  extensive  scale,  with  two  Sedentary  Judges,  instc 
of  on.",  and  four  Court  Terms,  instead  of  two;  and  very  plausiblei' 
gum.'nts  lor  this  extension  were  found  in  the  encreasing  Populali'!! 
and  Connnerce  of  that  Borough  and  Disnict,  and  in  the  expected  pre 
gress  of  the  new  Townships.     This  measure  was,  however,  opposdl 
with  success,  by  the  Attorney-General,   A/r.   Scivel/,  toho  appears  I'. 
have  doubted  the  progress  of  the  settlement  of  the  Toxvnships  undal 
iiijiucnce  of  French  Laiv  and  of  the  late  arrangements  o;  the  hi 
Hoard.     Leave  of  absence  having  been  granted  to   William  -J 
Esq.,  IMastcr  in  Chancery,  a  second  OfHcer  of  that  rank  was  appokj 
ed  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  in  the  person  of  Charles  Deleri/,E 
and  this  new  appointment  of  an  Officer,  to  whose  other  duties  was;it| 
tached  that  of  carrying  Messages  from  the  Legislative  Council  to 
Assembly,  was  communicated  to  the  latter  Body  by  one  of  its  Med 
bers,  the  Honourable  James  M'Cill,  an  Executive  Councillor,  and 
objection  to  this  new  appointment  was  made  by  the  Majority. 

On  the  i)th  of  March,  the  Honourable  Mr.  M'Gill  presented 
Message  from  His  Erccellency,  accompanying  Statements  of  the  I'H 
vincial  Revenue  of  the  Crown,  and  the  Expenditure  for  the  yeareKi 
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itlie  .'jtli  ol'  JaniKiry,  I  SOI-,  wliicli  !VIfss:i<f(;  wiis  rcntl,  all  tlic  Mt'iii- 
urs  stamliii!.^  imcovcrid,  jmrccaMy  to  the  t'ti([uuttu  of  flu;  Mritish 
limscot' Coniiiions  on  .similar  oceasionH.  Tiiu  amount  of  i'.iu  Hc- 
iiuiL'  was  tliirty-tuo  tliotisand  two  liundrcd  and  seventy  six  pounds, 
uririu'V,  and  tliat  of  tlic  t'xptMiditnrc,  thirty-six  thousand  tii;ht  hun- 
n'd  ami  scvinty-one  pounds  stcrliuf^,  or  ahout  I'orty-ono  thousand 
io',iii(!s  currency  ;  (nid  xvc  may  here  remark,  that  llif.  ciyas  of  [he  ex- 
fiii'iliirc   over  llic  licvciiuc,    had  ahkuij/.s  hrcn   drfrui/cd  /;■/  the  lirilisli 


jovcrinuciil,  ivilhoul,  in  a  sihide    instaiirr,   iir^iii'^   the    ilousi'  of  //.v- 
Dwhlif  to  nndc  <>ood  the  dr/icif.  The  amount  of  l)ra\vl)ack,s  of  Duties 
wliicli  Upper  ('anada    was  this    year    entitled,  was    one    thousand 
rce  liundred  and  forty  |)oiuuls  sterling,',  showing;  a  decideil    increase 
the  consumption  of  dutiable  articles  in  that  Province,  whose  popu- 
tion  was  now  augment inji;  by  emi{i;ration   frojii  Scotland,    under  the 
ispices  of  the  enterprising,    though  singidarly   unfortunate,    Marl  of 
iilkiik ;  whose  eventful    undertakings    nuist  licreaiter  be   frc(|uently 
Liitioned,  as  Iiaving    been  the    means  of  enforcing  the   attention  of 
e  British  Government  to  the  state  of  the  Canada^. 
Oil  the  10th  of  March,  the  Lieutenant  Governor  cnmnnmicated  to 
e  Assembly,  by  a  written  Message,  a  statement  of  the  expcndituri! 
It  a  temporary    Prison  in  Montreal,   amounting  to  six    hiuulred  ami 
it'tetn  pounds  currency,  accompanied  by  a  Presentment  of  the  (irand 
uriof  that  City  and  District,  addressed  to  the  Justices  of  His  Ma- 
sty's  Court  of  King's  Ik'uch.     'I'his  latter  Document  is  of  such  im- 
rtance,  with   respect    to  the  financial  principle    whicli   it  su})poris, 
It  wc  deem  it  expedient  to  make  a  i'cw  extracts  from  it,  and  to  give 
e  names  of  the  subscribing  Jurors,  the  Majority  of  whom  were  un- 
|Ui'Stionably  the  richest,  best  informed,  and  most  respectable  persons 
longing  to  the  City  and  District  of  Montreal.     The  Grand  Jurors, 
ving  stated  in  their  Presentment  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  speedy 
ovisioii  for  a  permanent  Gaol  and  House  of  Correction,  suitable  to 
le  growing  wants  of  the  increasing  population  of  that  large  District, 
ccued  as  follows: — 

''  No  question  can  therefore  arise  upon  the  subject,  but  as  to  the 
mode  of  making  Provision  for  the  expense  to  be  incurred ;  and  on 
tills  head,  they  conceive  there  is  no  impropriety  in  the  Grand  Jury 
expressing  their  sentiments. 

"  Tliei/  hold  it  as  a  general  principle,  to  Le  economical  and  ivise, 
that  ike  expense  of  local  objects  should  he  dcfratjcd  hy  hxal  means. 
"  An  Assessment  upon  the  District  of  Montreal,  for  a  Gaol  and 
House  of  Correction,  cannot  possiblij  he  biirthensomc  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants  thereof,  and  is,  in  our  opinion,  the  proper  means  to  be  re- 
Sinied  to,  on  the  occasion. 

"  The  uniform  practice  of  the  Mother  Country,  in  this  respect, 
xvhere  the  subject  of  Finance,  both  general  and  local,  is  thoroughly 
mdersloady  not  only  sanctions,  but  strongly   recommends  this  mea- 
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*•  sure ;  and  it  will  he  ivi^c  lo  be  guided  Li/  her  c.vjuricncc  of  tltcsr,lJ 
"  fftri/ (J/his  u/iii/i  lutvc  resulted  from  smh  a  si/stcvi." 

The  .iraiul  Jurors,  alter  allutiiiij;  to  the  alarniiii};  iiicrcasi;  of  ciinJ 
witliin  their  large  and    ceiiti-al    District,  aiul  to   tlie    hite   ilcstiutinJ 
fires  u'hieli  had  ta^eii  place,  liiiish  their  Presentment,    hy  statiiii;  ill 
necessity  of  an    Ai:t,  /or  llic  piirpu,se   of  strengthening  lite  lian(h\ 
the  Magistrates  of  MonlreaU  J'>r  the  prevention  of  accidents  liij  Jin,  I 
The  names  of  the  subscribers  to   this  im-portant    Document,  i\c,\^\ 
Montreal,  the  10th  of  JSeiitensber,  ISO.'},  are  Is.  Gnu,  James  Diuvi, 
,/.  Ihinlhillier,    J.  (1.  J)elisle,   J.  M.  Mondeljt,    Ls.   Chahoillcz,  ,k 
Ogilvie,  M.  Kaij,  J.  Ilervieux,   John  Jjlacliwood,  Junr.,   Joseph  /, . 
bisher,    Joint    McKindlaij,  Mce.    Biondeauy  John    Lilli/,  Gab.  Ik,. 
chore,  li.  Crui/cshanli;   St.  Geo.  Dnpre,   John    Jiichardsun,  Fruii^^i 
Dc^rivieres,  James  Caldxvell,  J.  P.  I.epiohon. 

The  Financial  doctrine  contained  in  this  Prcscntnicnt,  was  so  c(ii.| 
trary  to  the  views  of  the  Majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  iluit, 
was  not  treated  with  the  regard  which  it  deserved  ;  and,  th()iii;|i ; 
contained  important  matter  o\\  the  subject  of  accidents  by  lire,  \ 
was  not  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Connnittee  appointed,  ubo  .1 
this  time,  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  prevention  of  such  accidciits.-| 
This  Presentment,  hotvever,  xvas  employed  to  injlnence  the  approiniii, 
JClection,  as  containing  a  Doctrine  revolt in^^  lu  the  pennrious  //«////.<. I 
the  Peasantri/,  xvlin  Jound  in  it  an  extension  of  the  principles  o///,[ 
Itoad  Act,  xvhich  Jirst  laid  a  conlr  ibid  ion  on  their  labour  for  luA 
improvement. 

We  return  to  the  events  of  the  Session,  by  stating  that  the  absmei 
of  Members,  for  Electioneering  and  other  purposes,  had,  on  the  IcJ 
of  March,  so   much  reduced   the  number  of  those   present,  tluii  lid 
quorum  for  the  remainder  of  the    Session  was,  bj  the  ca&ting  v(jI<: I'i 
the  Speaker,  ordered  to  be  Twef.ve  Me.mbkks. 

The  same  day,  the  Bill  foramending  the  Ordinance  and  Act  for  pit] 
venting  Accidents  by  Tire,  was  committed  ;  and  some  progress  luuir.'j 
been  reported,  leave  was  obtaiiK'd  for  the  Connnittee  to  sit  iij; 
This  very  important  Bill,  having  been  much  modified  in  its  pibsd 
through  the  House,  by  the  INTajority,  ivho  ivcre  not  inclined  to  ;';•.;[ 
anj/  encouragement  to  proprietors  covering  their  buildings  xvilh  Tin  iv\ 
Iron,  instead  of  Shingles,  was  amended  la  the  Legislative  Coiimi'. 
for  the  })ur])ose  of  such  encouragement ;  and,  after  a  confereiu'e  I 
twcen  the  Houses  on  the  disputed  points,  the  measure  was  laid  usiilej 
nor  has  the  yearly  increasing  importunity  nf  the  Cities  of  Quebec  (~A 
Montreal  yet  succeeded  in  obtaining  any  amendment  of  the  OrdinmX 
and  Act  for  preventing  Accidents  by  Fire.  The  endeavours  of  llJ 
Citizens  for  this  purpose  have  been  the  more  w  eakly  sccontlcd  I 
the  Executive;  because  the  ambition  of  the  Majority  of  the  IIouk(\ 
Assembly,  hadnoxv  declared  xvar  against  all  permanent  Acts;  ami,  sj 
the  (question   whether  a  temporary  Act  could  suspend  u  pcniiaiial 
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■\!'t  beyond  the  period  o("  the  (v^istcnce  of  such  temporary  Act,  had 
iiitt  bt'fii  S'jttli'd  (as  it  may  now  bo  ct)Msidered  Irom  the  revival  of  the 
(lid  Militia  Lav.s  in  this  present  year  1S27)  the  (Jovernment,  as  will 
lic'iTaltfr  appear,  was  extremely  cautious  in  calling  ior  the  exorcise 
(if  the  Powers  of  the  Iluuse  of  Assend)Iy,  rvhich  were  general/ 1/  em- 
n!ijii:!il  bij  the  Majoriti/  t'>  t'liernaeh  upon  Jlii  Mnjcstijs  Prerogatives, 
(tiiil  cramp  the  operations  of  the  Executive. 

Tlic  conduct  of  the  Majority  now  began  to  interfere  with  that  spirit 
of  compromise  which  had  previously  ey'.-.Led;  and  the  liCgisIativo 
Couin'il,  in  self-defence,  began  to  scrutinise  the  pretentions  of  the 
Assi'inhls',  with  that  legal  aeuteness  v.jiich  the  composition  -^f  the 
('()iiiii'il  enabled  it  to  bring  to  such  (piestiens.  This  [)resent  Session, 
Hiicii  the  Assend)ly  had  sent  up  for  concurrence,  a  Hill  a[)pointing 
Commissioners  to  meet  Co.amissioners  to  be  appointed  by  Upper  Ca- 
luula,  on  (he  divisiou  ol  Revenue,  which  Bill  contained  the  names  of 
till'  proposed  Commissioners,  the  Council  amended  it  by  investing  the 
nomination  and  appointment  of  the  Commissioners  m  the  Governor, 
(tuaulerin'j;  them  as  a  kind  of  diplomatic  mission  to  be  re<rulaled  agree- 
ahlji  lit  the  ana!oj;ies  of  the  treaty  ma/cing  poiver,  inherent  in  the  Croxcn. 
A  long  aiul  interesting  conlerence  took  {)lace  between  both  Houses 
on  this  subject ;  when  the  Managers  for  the  Assembly  attempted  to 
ctii'olish  a  distinction  between  Missions  on  (piestious  of  Jievenue,  and 
.M.saions  for  (Jeneral  and  International  purposes.  The  influence  of 
t'li' mercantile  interest,  the  practice  hitljcrto  followed,  and  the  ur- 
gency of  the  meaaure,  prevailed  on  the  Coimcil  to  withdraw  its 
iiiirjnclnicnt,  not,  huioi^vjr,  without  protesting  against  this  concession 
kiii'^  drawn  into  precedent ;  and  the  Bill  received  the  Royal  Assent 
at  the  end  of  the  Session. 

With  a  view  to  call  in  (picstion  the  Territorial  Prerogative  of  the 
Crown  in  virtue  of  the  Conquest,  the  Majority  of  the  Assem[)ly  re- 
fusal to  proceed  in  voting  a  Supply  for  the  building  of  a  Gaol  in 
Montreal,  before  appointing  Conunissioners  to  inquire  whether  no 
private  individuals  had  claims  on  the  lot  of  ground  j)ro|K)sed  to  be 
iinntod  by  His  Majesty  tor  its  scite  ;  but  the  Bill  j)assed  for  this  pur- 
])o>e,  was  rejected  by  the  Legislative  Council ;  and  the  next  Assem- 
bly, importuned  by  the  Citi:«ens  of  Montreal  to  make  provision  for 
jso  urgent  an  objyct,  accepted  the  proposed  lot  of  ground  with  that 
Isiillcn  discontent,  which  characterises  disappointed  fimbition. 

A  late  opinion  of  the  Chief  Jus'tice,  expressed  in  the  Court  of  Ap- 
Ipeals,  having  called  in  (piestion  the  legality  of  numerous  Marriages, 
Isolemtiizeil  by  Ministers  not  belonging  to  the  Protestant  Epi  >copal 
laiul  Romish  Church,  the  greatest  alarm  and  anxiety  took  place  in  the 
jhiiiKls  of  Presbyterians  and  other  Protestants,  cc  ising  some  to  apply 
till  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Quebec,  ^  for  a  Ratification  of  Marriages  of  lung 
htamling,  by  a  new  Celebration  of  the  Rite,  agrfcabl//  to  the  forms  of 
yiir  Church  of  England.  But  this  being  no  remedy  to  the  civil  effects 
[of  illegal  Marriage,   an  Act  was   passed  this   Session,   to   quiet   the 
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minds  of  the  interested,  by  confirming  all  Maniages  which  had  been 
solemnized  since  the  Conciuest,  by  Ministers  and  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  enacting  ihat  all  such  Marriages,  from  the  day  of  their  cdc- 
bration,  shall  be  held  good  and  valid  in  law,  to  all  civil  effects,  in. 
tents  and  purposes. 

The  opinion  expressed  in  the  Court  of  Appeals,  having  placed  the 
Presbyterians  in  cormection  with  the  General  Afoembly  of  the  Cliurch 
of  Scotland  on  the  footing  of  Dissenters  within  the  Province,  a  Bill 
was  introduced  into  the  Assembly  for  their  relief;  but  this  measure 
was  not  persevered  in,  owing  to  the  repugnance  of  this  alkdgid 
branch  of  the  established  Church  of  Scotland  to  be  publicly  designa. 
ted  as  Dissenters ;  and  they  have  never  ceased  to  urge  Iheir  claimsto 
participate  in  the  conjideuct,  support  and  patronage  of  the  Government, 
as  a  Church  co-ordinate  in  civH  and  religious  rights,  with  the  Prota- 
tent  Episcopal  Church. 

The  Supplies  voted  this  Session,  were  three  thousand  three  hundred 
and  ninety-one  pounds  seven  shillings  and  ten  pence  currency,  to 
make  gcod  the  deficiency  in  the  Funds  for  paying  the  salaries  of  the 
Officers  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  Assembly,  and  the  contingent 
c>penses  thereof,  and  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-one 
pounds  four  shillings,  to  replace  advances  by  His  Majesty,  ♦owards 
the  completion  of  i.he  Court-houses  of  Quebec  and  Montreal ;-— for  | 
the  translation  of  the  Lex  Parliamentaria,  two  hundred  pounds,  and, 
to  balance  an  account,  of  Books  purchased,  seventy-five  pounds. 

The  only  new  A.  :i,  affecting  Con^merce,  passed   this  Session,  was  I 
one  for  the  inspection  of  Beef  and  Pork,  containing   regulations  for 
the  curing  and  packing  of  Provisions,   and  the  conduct  of  Inspectors 
appointed  for  the  purpose.     This  Act  contains  a  judicious  clause  res- 
tricting all  such   Inspectors  from   dealing  in  provisions  ;  and,  though  i 
the  exigencies  of  an  extending   commerce   required  its  amendment, 
some  of  the  recent  modifications  have  not  been  approved  of  by  prac- 
tical men.     It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  the  year  1 824-,  in  the  first  j 
Session  of  the  last  Parliament,  a  Bill  for  the  amendment  of  the  laws 
for  curing  and   inspecting  Provisions,   was  drafted   by  the  Montreal 
Committee  of  7Vade,  and  transmitted  with  accompanying  minutes  ofl 
evidence,  to  certain   Members  of  the   honourable  House;  but  that  J 
such  was  the  neglect  exhibited  of  the  mercantile  interest  of  Montre- 
al, that  the  Dill  and  Papers  xverj  minlaid,  to  the  great   dicapp^'i.ntumt] 
and  disgust  of  the  Jramers.,  ^oho  have  never  returner'  to  the  iaskoj  «• 
pairing  this  loss. 

Thirteen  Acts,  of  which  eight  were  temporary,  were  passed  tlii)| 
Session,  which  was  closed  on  the  2d  c'.'May,  ISO-i,  with  a  S'^^occlihjf 
the  Lieutenant  Governor,  who  added  to  his  accustomed  portion  ofl 
praise,  the  mosi.  earnest  solicitations  that  the  Members,  returning  to| 
their  respective  residences,  would  ci.crt  themselves  to  strengthen  an(l[ 
extend  the  spirit  ot  byahy  and  gratitude  to  His  Majesty,  whose  Guv- 
trnment  had  cc;nfrrrt;d  so  many  benefits  Uv)on  the  Province,  prottcl-j 
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cd  as  it  was,  from  the  evils  of  the  war  afflicting  many  Countries,  by 
the  powerful  arms  of  Great  Britain.  Such  benefits,  long  familiarised 
to  tlie  minds  of  the  great  Majority  of  the  Population,  were,  however, 
tiifling  into  contempt  and  oblivion  ,  and,  it  being  the  lot  of  humanity, 
thd  the  a/jseuce  of  real  grievanac  should  be  replaced  hi/ imaginary 
oneny  there  ivns  not  wanting  a  variety  of  such  topics ^for  the  exercise  of 
eloquence  and  declamation  on  the  part  of  the  Majority  of  the  French 
Canadian  Candidates  at  the  approaching  General  Election. 
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Fourth  Ilou^e  of  Asnemb!i/.—Acc;)Uvt  of  (he  cjnilurt  n>  li  Sprrr^tr^  of  f/.e  fumi,. 
data  nt  the  Cetieral  FJection.—  The  topics  of  dednmation,   pntpn-'y  nvn. 
/jfteil,  are  all  referable  to  the  natural  (1iicintt-vt.<  of  a,  Jloinnn  CatlinHcn  \ 
rreiich  Vc iplc,  nuh/erfnl  tn  a  I'rofeitant  and   J'ritiih  Kirft^.-'l'he  1  ev.c.. 
fto'^ues  begin  to  draw  false  aiinloiiie^  between  the  Crievances  of  ^  <"  •  .,.  ."•; 
those  of  Lou'cr  Canada.     Their  vjntinualbtasts  of  Loyalty  t'l  the  S'ini:  cm. 
ployed  1 1  cloak  their  hatred  of  Jlritons,  and  their  oppysHunt   1 1  the  Im\ 
t,ovcr?iinent.— Composition  of  the  Fourth   lloii^e  of  Asscmb'y,    vieiveil  Kti\ 
refcirnce  to  the  Tc/npirisinir  Dispjsitijn  of  the  F.xecu tire.— First  Savr 
—Mr.    Panel  re-elected  Speaker — Lieutenant    Governor's  Speech  ti  li,!h 
Jlousei,  characterised  by  moderated  expectations  of  benefit  from  the  ,",»i 
lar  Branch  — Addressei  in  Reply.  —  Uenewal  of  Tenip'jrary  Act.i,-'l\tr.  lliii.\ 
ardson's  Bill  for  the  l^estritetion  of  Thirties,  passed  by  the  House  of  /f«jf7i. 
Irly,  but  rejected  by  the  Lej,islaiive  Council,-  Proceedings  on  Otvtrtvcrt'. 
Elections,  defeated  by  the  want  of  a  Pnvincial  Laio  on  the  subject -Hi 

Feject  afterwards  supplied  by  the  Act  -IS,  Cc).  JIT.,  Cap.  21 ]irfi;enrr '■■ 

the  Commercial  Minority  in  obtaining  the  impruvemej:t  of  Hie  Jiff/nV/j,  (imI 
the  establishment  of  a  Turnpike  Uoad  between  Montreal  and  I.achine.-,\ 
lusijn  to  the  Corporatioji  of  the  Trinity  House,  as  being:  connected  with  tk\ 
viciius,  Anti-camtnercial   and  Anti-colonial  Syifeni  of  c-)nccnlratitr^  c. 
power  in  Quebec. — Abjrtive  attempts  of  the  F.ng;lish  Seigneiiis  and  Merclm.l 
in  the  Assembly  to  obtain  modifications  of  the  Feudal   Tenure  of  Lnmh 
Description  of  the  lietrait  Ugnagcr. — This  right  defendcdby  the  Majml'A 
as  preserving  Heritable  Property  in  Families.— Account  of  the  Febale  .tl 
Mr.  Caldwell's  Bill  for  enabling  the  Seigneurs  t)  compound  fjr  their  Yn- 
dal  Rights.  —  The  arguments  of  the  opponents  of  this  measure  combalted  Ij 
reference  to  the  effects  of  a  Free  Tenure  of  Lands  in  Xew  Hampshire.-.'dl 
to  encourage  Credit  Sales  of  Seed  JVhcat,  by  giving  a  privilege  to  Sellers  nl 
the  Crop,  besides  a  general  Mortgage.— Reflections  on  Lcgislalivc  RclicJ  A 
cases  of  Local  Scarcity. — Act  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  District  Caah  v\ 
Quebec  and  Montreal. —The  Commercial  I\finority  make  an  inc[feclual'iA 
position  to  the  system  of  expending  the  Fvnds  rai^rdby  Taxes  on  Merci.c 
disc,  for  Local  Establishments. — Mr.  Richard  on' s  Bi/ 1  for  the  cclebrttti^^X 
of  Matrimony,  passed  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  is  rejected  by  the  Legim 
live  Council. — Amount  of  the  Provincial  Revcfiuc  and  Expenditure.— Ti\:\ 
House  of  Assembly  orders  the  translation  of  HatselPs  Precedents, — Jfrii/'-j 
of  some  private  Acts  parsed  this  .Session. —Sir  Robert  Shore  Milne's  Speech 
the  end  of  the  Session. — E7id  of  his  Administration,  and  conjecture  on  /f'l 
nature  of  his  licp-jrt  to  the  Colonial  Department  on  the  state  of  ike  TruiUH 
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.■Ad:.!i''i'lrati>n  of  Mr  JinUce  l:unri.  in;il<  r  fhf  lille  o/  ]  rmidenl.  Hit 
n:lvn>ice:l  n'je  and  temptri  i  i:  diipi^ition  enr'jurn;j;e  the  Veiniy^n'^nen  ti 
makt  nettt  attempts  fa  overnwr  nrid  silence  their  opp'tnent*.  Second  S(.mnTi> 
-Acritint  of  the  I're^'idr/'f's  S/ircrh,  which  rec ininiendi  no  nieanures  except 
therenewil  of  the  tanj) >r:irij  Act!>.~  Addrcsci  ofbitli  llouiei  in  rep'y. — 
/jnid  one  ha'f  of  the  Members  of  the  Ihuse  of  /ssemb'y  d  t  not  attend  th  a 
Sejtii">  n>'d  the  reit  are  chiefly  occupied  in  vi  jlent  and  vindictive  vietnurci 
a'j\ir.dthe  Merchants  and  other  oppments  of  their  financial  System.  ■■ 
]  iiianciitl  princip'e^  of  the  Merchanli  ami  r,riti<k  Settlers  dcsvribeil. 
menn^  einp' >yeil  ti  reannnend  thent  to  the  liritiali  part  of  the  I'lpulati/Jt 
nndtt  nil  Majaly'a  (Government. —The  MaJ irity  of  the  House  of  Asic^nb^y 
men  ill  c  instructive  priviUxes  intenijierate'ij  a'^ninst  the  Vresi.  —  i'utcs  ccr- 
laiti  Ton 't.i  at  a  public  Dinner  at  Montreal  libellous  :  and  orders  Mr.  'J'uilil, 
the  I'rendcnt  of  the  Dinner  Party,  and  Mr,  F.lward:^  the  Pub'isherof  the 
Totnt.u  t  J  be  taken  into  custody  In/  the  Serjeai.t  at  Arms.  — Tin:  obno.riji/u 
Tiiids  stilled  verbatim,  showin'x  that  an  inljlcrant  and  overbear  in -^  spirit 
aljiiecjuld  have  reprobated  Iheir  freed nn.—Mr,  Vary,  the  l'.dit tr  of  the 
Uncbec  Mercury,  ordered  into  custtdy  fjr  f^iviny;  an  acctunt  of  the  Debater 
inthe  House  of  Asiembly  i  but  i'<  released  on  makin;^  an  apdosy  fjr  his 
ctnduct.-'l'he  Maj )rily.  meetiny;  with  delayi  and  dificulties,  i^ive  up  the 
prj  ecutijn  of  Mr.  TjdJ  and  Mr.  Jul  wards.  —Memorial  of  the  Assenihli^  to  Hit 
yiajc  ty  in  support  of  the  Financial  Sijitem  of  taxing  importji  Merchan- 
diie  exclusivc'y  tj  defray  Public  Kxpenses,  local  as  tvcll  as  general, — This 
fnductitn  criticised,  and  its  false  and  factious  principles  exposed.  Its 
misrepresentation  of  fads  rej'erred  to,  as  characteristic  of  the  past  and  pre- 
sent conduct  of  the  Popular  liranch  ,•  which  .sacrifices  the  Commercial  anil 
Culunial  interests  to  those  of  an  ignorant  Peasantry — J'ill  ti  constlidatc 
the  Imws  giving  a  regulated  monopoly  for  the  cmveyancc  of  Travellers, 
passed  in  the  Assembly,  but  rcjecttd,  in  the  Legislative  Council.— Tfjorls  of 
the  Commercial  Minority  in  the  House. — Act  ftr  the  Inspcrtiji  of  Flour, 
SfC.—lieflect ions.— Amount  of  the  Provincial  Revenue  and  r.xpenditure.-- 
The  President  refuses  to  advance  money  on  the  Address  of  the  House,  fjr 
the  translation  of  Hatscll's  Precedents.  — Kcientmenl  of  the  Assembly  ile'tiy- 
cd  by  the  Prorogation — End  of  (his  short  and  unproductive  Sesiion.—  Thc 
Vrcaident,  in  his  closing  Speech,  laments  the  absence  of  many  of  the  Mem- 
bers from  the  House  of  Assembly  during  the  whole  Seisijn. 

Is  our  last  Chapter,  we  alluded  to  the  topics  of  declamation  cni- 
Iployed  hy  the  Candidates  for  seats  in  the  Fourth  House  of  Asseiii- 
jlily,  at  the  General  Election,  which  took  phice  in  July,  1801'.  'J'iiose 
[topics  were  partly  retrospective  and  cxistinj^^  hut  ciiietly  ])n).spective 
lor  imaginar)'.  The  retrospective,  properly  analysed,  merely  bewailed 
jtlic  natural  consequences  of  the  concjuest  of  the  Country,  uhith  luul 
linvestcd  the  conquering  Sovereign,  ft  IVotestant  King  of  a  ConinKi- 
jciai  and  Protestant  Nation,  with  power  over  a  people  •  ''  the  Itonn'sh 
jHoligion,  and  habituated  to  the  French  and  Feudal  L  ivvs,  and  oilier 
Ui\itiiuiioi:)s,  embarrassing  io  Commerce  and  iu  /Igricuilurul  Impruxe- 
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meat.  Tlic  ncc'ommodatinp  Act  of  177+  liad  not  removed  nil  iIkh, 
circumstanci's  of  th(!  Coiupii'st,  whitli  disturbed  tlic  routine  niid  lu. 
hitsofllie  IVasantry,  and  still  Icit  causes  of  jealousy  between  il,i 
new  iuid  old  subjects,  wbicli  were  deeply  felt,  tlu»ugh  not  opeiilvtx. 
pressed,  by  tbe  IVcncb  Canadians  and  by  tbeir  Hepresentativis, 
The  Kinj;  of  Enj^land  bad  taken  possession  of  the  Property  of  the  late 
Order  of  Jesuits,  ori};inalIy  granted  for  the  tuUicafion  of  persons  |)rfl. 
fc'jsin^  the  Koniish  llcli^iou  ;  and  would  naturally  employ  the  rtvi. 
nue  of  that  Property  in  such  a  manner  as  might  insure  a  share  of  its 
benefits  to  bis  Protestant  Sui)jects,  xv/to  xvcre  likeivisc  free  from  ihA 
o/jl/irafion  of  p'ii/iiii>  ti/thcs  to  the  liumisli  Priests.  Under  the  Fremli 
dominion,  all  the  Lands  of  New  France  would  have  been  granted,  un- 
der the  I'eudal  Tenure,  to  provide  for  tbe  encreasing  population  of 
Frinch  Canadians  of  the  llomisb  Keligion  ;  while  the  King  of  En- 
gland, a  Soverel^;.  of  a  Nation  chietiy  Protestant,  would  naturally 
employ  his  Prerogative  with  the  view  of  giving  an  ample  share  of  tlic 
unlocated  and  ungranted  Lands  to  Protestants.  These  conse(|uencej 
were  already  felt  l)y  the  FVeneb  Canadians;  and  niingle<l  in  their 
minds  with  other  alledgcd  grievances  actually  existing  ; — theyrepiiuil 
at  the  mimber  of  olliees  of  profit  and  honour  held  by  Protestants,  nnil 
at  that  compromise  which,  imder  tbe  new  Constitution,  had  takiii 
place  between  a  majority  of  Protestant  Officers  and  a  minority  of  Ho- 
man  Catholic  Officers  of  tbe  Civil  F^stablishment,  forming  a  specits 
of  Oligarchy.  The  Constitution,  indeed,  had  a  decided  tendency  to 
render  the  Popular  Brancli  of  tbe  Provincial  Legislature  Roman  Ca- 
tholic and  Frencl);  but  tbe  importance  of  tliat  Branch  was  lessened, 
and  its  ambition  of  exclusive  dominion  impeded,  by  the  existence  ol  j 
the  Legislative  Council  as  a  co-ordinate  Brancli  originating  in,  a 
influenced  by,  the  prerogatives  and  characteristics  of  a  Protestant  | 
Crown.  Among  the  alledged  existing  grievances  was  farther  men- 
tioned tbe  reluctance  of  the  Executive  to  tbe  establishment  of  new 
Parisbes,  to  facilitate  the  extension  of  a  Roman  Catholic  Population, 
whose  encreasing  numbers  were  said  to  be  wasted,  and  reduced  to 
hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  for  Commercial  Adventurers.  | 
The  prospective  evils  held  forth  were  the  tendency  to  heavy  Taxa- 
tion, which  a  connection  with  tbe  British  Government  was  calculated  I 
to  introduce  ;  and  the  marked  disposition  of  Commercial  men  to  throw 
the  expenses  of  Government  upon  the  occupiers  of  Land,  in  the  shape 
of  Assessments  and  other  direct  Taxes.  Though  as  yet  only  attempt- 
ed tor  Local  purposes,  it  was  boldly  asserted,  by  some  of  the  Candi- 
dates, that  tbe  Lands  would  eventually  be  taxed  for  general  purposes,  | 
including  that  of  supporting  a  Protestant  standing  Army,  as  in  Ire- 
land. All  these  delusive  topics  were,  however,  strangely  and  hypo- 
critically mingled  with  displays  of  loyalty  to  tbe  King;  and  jealom\ 
of  Ernrlishmen  uias  succcssfulli/  engrafled  upon  the  hereditary  devotit 
of  the  French  Canadiatis  to  Monarchical  jwiver. 
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Notwithstanding  the  effects  of  such  topics  upon  the  great  body 
n(  tlic  IJectors  wlu),  in  fact,  felt  no  pressure  of  immediate  eviU,  the 
I'ourlh  House  of  Assembly  presented  no  very  formidable  opponents 
ti)  file  tein|)orising  views  of  the  Executive,  which  merely  assumed  a 
ilifcnsive  position  to  guard  that  distriljution  of  power  and  prolit, 
which  the  individuals  comprising  it  had  long  enjoyed.  The  (iovern- 
nicnt  of  Sir  Robert  Shore  Milnes  had  nothing  of  enterprise  in  its 
(.haructcr,  and  was  intiuenced  in  its  measures  by  the  pressure  of  cir- 
I  tumstances  only. 

The  I'ourth  House  of  Assembly  was  composed  of  thirty- five  Ca- 
jnadian,  and  fifteen  English  Members;  among  the  whole  liffy,  were 
\(i<iht  Vroprieton  of  Seigniories,  Jive  Memhers  of  the  i'.xcciitive  Conn- 
\(il,  two  JudgeSy  ei;rht  Laivijers,  includiiifr  the  Altontci/  denern/, 
f'lur  Notaries,  ten  Habitants,  or  rarmcm.,  nnd  the  remainder  Traders^ 
hknplicepcrs,  i^c.  Including  Executive  Ctiuncillors,  we  find  in  ttiis 
House,  ten  Individuals  exter.sively  engaged  in  Foreign  and  Inlat\d 
ITrade,  to  whom  may  be  entirely  ascribed  the  measures  of  the  pre- 
iRMit  Session,  ctmnected  with  the  improvement  of  the  connnunicationa 
IbvLand  and  by  Water,  and  the  extension  of  tlwi  Tinaneial  Arrange- 
Inv.nt  with  Upiicr  Canada,  for  four  years,  enacted  during  the  Hrst  JSes- 
liion,  which  was  distinguished  by  a  great  variety  of  interesting  di&- 
IcusMons. 

Akcr  an  unsuccessful  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Minorify,  on  the 
bill  of  January,  to  nominate  a  French  Canadian  Placeman  as  Speak- 
er, Mr.  J.  A.  Panet,  was  elected  by  a  great  majority  of  the  .Members, 
liid  approved  of  by  the  Crown  ;  and  on  the  llth  of  January,  180.5, 
Ills  Excellency  opened  the  Session  with  a  gracious  Speech,  in  which, 
lioHever,  we  perceive  a  subdued  tone  and  less  of  brilliant  anficipa- 
|ion,  than  distinguished  that  of  the  first  Session  of  the  third  Parlia- 
nent.  His  F^xcellency  first  recommended  the  continuance  of  the 
lemporary  Acts  connected  with  the  security  of  His  Majesty's  (Jov- 
irnnient,  and  next  urged  the  necessity  of  providing  for  a  Gaol  at 
ilontreal.  Addressing  himself  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  he  pro- 
liised  Statements  of  the  Provincial  Revenue  of  the  Crown,  and  of 
he  Civil  Expenditure  during  the  last  twelve  months.  The  Speech 
nded  by  assuring  both  Houses,  that  His  Excellency  felt  much  inter- 
stinthe  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  Country,  and  called  upon 
hem  for  unanimity  and  despatch,  as  the  best  means  of  evincing  their 
jratitude  to  His  Majesty,  for  having  conferred  upon  them  what  he 
fas  pleased,  as  usual,  to  characteris^e  as  an  excellent  Constitution. 
The  Addresses  of  both  Houses,  in  reply,  were  nearly  echoes  to  the 
peech;  but  the  Legislative  Council  said  nothing  in  reference  to  the 
baracter  of  the  Constitution  ;  while  the  Mouse  of  Assembly  repre- 
titod  it  in  the  brightesi  ''olours ;  and,  without  the  slightest  allusion 
the  Foreign  Laws  and  Institutions  on  which  it  hail  been  engrafted, 
l>r  to  its  inefficacy  in  jjroducing  fruits  agreeable  to  a  British  taste, 
was  declared  to  be  an  inestimable  blessing. 
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I/ffore  tI)o  Sp(>i5kcr  rcporfod    tlio  SjK'wIi,    the  accustomed  salvo  ot 
privilege    took  place,    by  iiitrodueiiij^^    and  read ia<^,    i'or  tlic  iirst  time, 
"  An  Ac!  tn  continue  an  Act  for  the  belter  ijrcscivation  of  iik  Ma- 
jest.f.^  (t  oven  I  men  t. ' ' 

On  the  l,;th  of  January,  Mr.  Uichardson  presented  a  Pill  for  ilic 
destuiction  of  Thist  'S  and  other  Weeds  noxious  to  Agrimiture, 
•hich  eventually  j'P^ed  tlie  House,  but  was  lojit  in  the  Legislative 
Council,  to  the  great  disappointment  of  all  who  could  a|);:reciate  tho 
<lani;ige  done  by  the  spreading  nature  of  the  Canada  Tliistle,  iv/iosc 
srcft's,  carried  hij  the  xviud  tliroiiffjiout  the  Province  and  ncighbouiui» 
Slaies,  coutaminate  ever^  field,  and  give  a  sluveidit  oppearance  to  cvc- 
ry  farm. 

This  Session,  proceedings  took  place  on  controverted  Elections; 
but,  though  great  irreguluriu'es  were  proved,  no  Election  wq;-,  annulltd, 
the  matter  being  die  more  easily  laid  aside,  because  Members  of  the 
Majority,  a:^  well  as  of  the  Minority,  were  implicated.  The  (i;;tcnsi- 
l)lc  reason  given  for  this  compromise,  however,  was  that  there  was  no 
Act  providing  for  the  trial  of  controverted  Elections.,  whicli  defect 
was  aftervvards  supplied  in  the  fourth  Session  of  this  Parliament,  by 
the  Act  48,  Geo.  III.  Cap.  21. 

In  consci|uence  of  a  Petition   from  tlie   Merchants   of  Montreal, 
praying  for  the  means  of  removing   obstructions  in  the  Rapids  of  tlie 
St.  Lawrence,  between  Lachine  and  Montreal,  and  for  a   Law  to  re- 
gulate all  Persons  undertaking  to  act  as  Guides  or  Pilots  of  Scows  and 
Kafts,  two  Bills  were  passed  in    both  Houses,  and   sanctioned  at  the 
end  of  this    Session  ;  the  one  for  applying  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
pounds  towards   the    improvement  of  the  Inland    Navigation   of  this 
Province,  and  the  other  for  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector  and  Mea- 
surer of  Scov,-s  and  Rafts,   and  for  regulating  the  Pilots  and  Conduc- 
tors thereof,  between  Chnteaugnni/  and  the  City  of  Montreal.     Those 
Measures,   and  the  Act   for  establishing  a  Turnpike   Road   between 
Montreal  and  the  Village  of  Lachine,  showed  considerable  attention 
to  the  interests  and  growing  commerce  of  that   City ;  but  the  Act 
passed  this  Session,  establishing  the  Corporation  of  tlie  Trinity  House, 
for  the  better  regulation  of  Pilots  and  Shipj)ing   in  the  Port  of  Que- 
bec, and  in  the   Harbours  of  Quebec   and   Montreal,    exhibited  that 
disposition  to  concentrate  all  power  in  Quebec,  which  has  long  exist- 
ed likewise  in  the  matter  cf  Appeals,  causing  great  abuses  and  unne- 
cessary expenses  to  the  ('ity  and  District  of  Montreal,  which  can  on- 
ly be   remedied   and    prevented   by   sepaiate  establishments.     This 
Trinity  House,  during  more   than  t\  cnty  years,  has  effected  none  of 
t)ie  contcmpliited   improvements  in  the  Harbour  of  Montreal,  nor  in 
the  Navigation  between  that  City  and  Quc4jec;  and  so   great  appears 
to  bo  the  wish  o"  the    Executive  to  exleid   the    Controul  of  the  me- 
tropolis over  all  other  places,  that  it  remains  till  now  the  only  Port  of 
Entry  for  Ves  els  from  Sea  in  the  Canadas  ;  it  contains  the  only  Court 
of  Appc'ils,  the  only  Court  of  Admiralty ;  and  its  Trinity  House,  not- 
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withstanding  every  effort  on  tlso  part  of  tlic  Mcrc.liants  and  other  Ci- 
tizens of  Montreal ;  is  invested  with  the  regidation  of  a  Beaeh  and 
Hurhour  situated  at  the  distanee  of  ore  hundred  and  eighty  miles. 
Oil  llie  whole,  we  may  holdly  assert  th  *,  Quebec  affords  an  example 
of  centralization  of  Mih'tary,  Civil,  l*'iiiai)eial,  Clerical,  Commercial 
and  Marine  Power  worthy  of  the  policy  of  the  late  Napoleon  Bo- 
na|  arte,  and  totally  hostile  to  the  general  improvement  ot  the  Coun- 
try, and  to  the  conveniciice  of  Trade. 

This  Session  is  remarkable  for  some  unsuccessful  attacks  upon  the 
Feudal  Tenure  of  Lands,  by  a  few  English  Seigneurs  and  Merchants 
iij  the  Minority.  The  first  motion  was  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Cuthbert, 
who  accompanied  his  Bill  to  aboK.h  the  Hetrait  Lignager,  or  Right 
of  Redemption  by  near  and  distant  Relations  of  an}'  Seller  of  Seig- 
norial  Lands,  by  remarks  to  the  following  effect.  Any  relation  of 
the  Seller,  if  of  the  same  line  or  stock  from  whence  the  property 
descended,  may,  xvil/iin  a  year  and  a  day,  by  this  Feudal  Law,  take 
from  the  Purchaser  the  Property  bought,  on  condition  of  returning 
the  price  and  necessary  expenses.  A  person,  therefore,  buying  a  lot 
of  ground  for  a  hundred  pounds,  and  expending  five  thousand  upon 
it,  in  buildings,  within  tlie  year,  may  be  deprived  of  the  whole  by  a 
relation  of  the  Seller,  on  condition  of  reimbursing  the  hundred  pounds, 
the  buildings  here  contemplated,  not  bving  considered,  in  the  eye  of 
the  law,  as  necessary  expenses.  A  motion  having  been  made  by  Mr. 
Cuthbert,  seconded  by  Mr.  Young,  on  the  M\\  of  February,  that  the 
Bill  be  engrossed,  the  supporters  of  the  measure  were  astonished  to 
find  a  strong  opposition  to  it,  headed  by  an  English  Seigneur  of  old 
standing,  wlio  stated  that  the  Relrait  Lignnger  was  a  j  .rt  of  the 
law  of  the  land,  respectable  from  its  anti(iuily,  and  that  it  formed 
part  of  that  general  system  which  preserved  in  families  the  property 
which  they  had  long  possessed.*  This  Bill  was  finally  laid  aside ; 
but  the  young  innovators  were  not  yet  discouraged  ;  for,  on  the  13th 
of  February,  Mr.  John  Caldwell  brought  in  a  Bill  to  enaUe  the  Seign- 
eurs  of  this  Province  to  compound  for  their  Feudal  Rights  and  Dues, 
•with  their  Vassals  and  Censitaires.  The  Majority,  as  may  be  suppos- 
ed, prevented  this  Bill  from  advancing  beyond  a  second  reading ;  but, 
when  the  motion  was  made  to  go  into  Committee,  an  interesting  de- 
bate took  place,  the  substance  of  which  we  shall  give  in  a  note,  with 
the  names  of  the  Members  who  voted  for   and  against  the  postpone- 

*  It  was  only  after  the  death  of  this  VetcMn  Li'jrislator,  that  the  puhlic  could 
conjecture  his  reasons  far  iMving  opposed  ail  ;nodi*ications  of  the  Feudal  Law,  and 
more  particularly  exerting  himself  to  prevent  tlie  Chtablishment  of  Otfites  for  the 
public  Registration  of  all  Deeds  of  Sale  and  Encumbrances:  this  Gentleman  died 
witli  the  reputation,  not  only  of  a  usefid  public  servant,  but  of  beln^j  extremely 
rich;  but,  when  his  affairs  were  examined,  it  was  found  that  his  extensive  landed 
property  was  burthencd  to  such  an  extent  with  privileged  claims,  that  it  required 
the  long  and  indefatigable  exertions  of  his  Executors,  tu  pay  llie  debts  of  his  Es- 
tate, leaving  a  nacre  trifle  tu  the  Legatees. 
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nil  nt  of  this  iniportont  ami  sjiliitjiry  nieasine  ;  wliitli,  iiWvr  a  lapse  of 
tufiity  ytjiis,  was  the  Kubjtft  of"  an  Act  of"  the  Imperial  Parhaiiieiit, 
llu'  (111}  Lej^islative  l^ody  v\lii(  h  sctnis  disposed  to  listen  to  the 
prayers  of"  llie  iiitreasiiig  j)opiilatii/n  of"  Liiglibh  ori,<.n!n  in  Lower 
Canada,  for  any  inij^rovenient  of  a  code  of  laus  so  hostile  to  the 
ideas  of  this  enlightened  age,  to  tlie  best  interests  of  cornniertt,  and 
to  the  industry  and  freedom  of  the  human  race.* 

♦  Vhrn  ll)is  Bill,  on  the  f8tli  of  Marrb,  wos  movrd  to  be  committed  on  the 
20ih  «if  tlie  same  month;  an  anuMxInitnt  postpoiiini;  ti.e  (■(■nimittk'c  till  the  1st  of 
Aii{;ii-t.  next,  was  moved  by  the  RJajuriiy,  who  ai^iu-cl  to  the  t'ol lowing  effect. — 
'I'liai  time  wiis  necessary  to  consider  a  questicn  of  the  importance  of  the  one  before 
the  House.  That  it  was  an  triifice  not  to  be  touched  but  w  ith  yreat  caution: — 'Hint 
the  Censitiiirrs  were  too  ignorant  to  mnke  n  proper  estimation  of  the  ri^'hls  to  le 
puicliastd  (roro  the  S  igveur,  and  would  const  quently  be  lial)le  to  imposition  :  —  'J'liat 
many  of  tliem  weie  not  in  circumstances  to  pay  the  amount  oCthe  commutation  :— 
'I'hfitiii  caseihey  made  such  coinmniatiMn,  iheir  lands  wonld  be  in  dangi  r  of  falling 
into  il  e  liands  of  the  Siigiiiur,  for  ntm-performance  of  their  agretmmt : — Tiiat  the 
Sdi^neur  might  tngage  tliem  in  a  conmiotation,  without  his  hiiving  previously  com- 
muted wid)  the  Sei^rtevr  Suzerain,  the  King  ;  wiiliout  which  previous  conimulation, 
llie  Scignevr  would  lie  incompetent  to  give  a  clear  title  to  tiie  Censitnire  : — That  the 
pfesent  -yslem  servid  to  keep  property  in  families  : — 'I  liat  the  liintes  were  known, 
tixed  arid  moderate  : — That  a  chan^je  of  system  would  enable  proprietors  to  insist  up- 
on  any  ri^nitliey  might  think  proper,  from  the  tenant,  and  lands  might  thus  he  raised 
to  any  value  :  —That  when  properly  did  not  go  out  of  families,  the  Seigneur  received 
no  l.ods  et  Ventes,  the  burthen  so  much  complained  of.  Mr.  Planle  admitted 
that  sucii  a  commutation  might  be  benbiicial  ii  the  neighbourhood  of  new  estab- 
li-fhments,  such  as  St.  Gervais.  Mr.  De  Salaberry,  in  an  animated  bpeech  of 
sonie  length,  besides  entering  into  the  general  arguments  against  the  commutation, 
combated  some  facts  and  dates  laid  down  by  Mr.  ('aidweil,  respecting  the  first  set- 
tling of  the  Country,  in  respect  to  its  causes  and  views;  and  the  application  of  the 
l-eudal  Tenure  thereto. 

The  Speakeis  for  llie  amendment,  were  Messrs.  Grant,  De  Salaberry,  Bourdages, 
Bedord  and  Planle. 

Against  the  amendment,  it  was  urged  that,  though  there  was  no  wish  to  press  the 
business  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  it  to  a  conclusion  this  Session,  yet,  by  going 
into  a  Committee,  though  it  should  not  be  at  so  early  a  day  as  the  one  fixed  on  by 
the  original  motion,  it  would  open  a  field  for  inforrr.ation  and  di.'^cuision,  and  ena- 
ble the  Members  to  come  better  prepared  to  meet  the  question,  on  its  renewal,  the 
next  Session: — Thtt  the  present  Feudal  System  of  '1  enures,  however  proper  for 
military  views,  on  the  first  settlement  of  the  Colony,  was  incompatible  wiih  the  pre- 
sent stale  of  the  Province  :  —  That  every  facility  should  be  given  to  the  mutation  of 
property,  as  well  real  as  personal : — That  frequent  mutations  were  sure  signs  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  Country  :— Tliat,  under  the  piesent  Feudal  Tenures,  .i  transfer  of 
property  was  too  much  clogged: — That  the  l.uds  et  Ventes,  particularly,  were  high- 
ly discouraging  to  enterprise;  os  ■nothing  could  be  71101  e  revolting  to  a  ]wrson  dispos- 
ed  to  build  on  a  lot  of  giouiid,  in  ustlf  if  little  r  !ue,  than  the  reflection  that  a  twelfth 
part  if  his  expense  and  labour,  hoivever  con sddt.r able,  is  for  the  iSV(;,'»ie«r :— -That  if 
the  proposed  commutation  would  raise  the  value  ot  land,  it  was  a  strong  argument 
in  favour  of  the  measure  :  -  Ihat  if  the  tenant  of  land,  in  free  and  common  soccage, 
pays  a  higher  rent,  he  is  fully  compensated  by  liaving  no  feudal  burthens: — That 
there  was  no  danger  of  exorbitant  exactions  in  a  Country  where  tliere  was  such  an 
extent  of  unsettled  land  :...That  the  purchasers,  under  such  a  tenure,  would  hold  land 
free  of  all  charge  and  seivitude  whatever:.  .That,  should  ihe  Bill  for  the  commutation 
pass  into  a  luw,  it  wuald   be  compulsory  on  110  one  :...That  it   would  do  no  mote 
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The  inadequate  crop  of  Wheat  in  the  Autumn  of  ISOi,  arising 
partly  from  an  unpropitious  season,  and  partly  from  the  unproductive 
system  ol'  Agriculture,  oh-^tinately  adhered  to  by  an  ignorant  peusan- 
tiy,  had  reduced  many  Farmers,  more  particularly  in  the  District  of 
(Quebec,  to  great  privations  ;  and  it  was  thought  expedient  to  facili- 
tate their  purchases  of  Wheat  for  Seed,  by  a  law,  making  the  amoimt 
of  such  purchases,  a  privileged  debt,  bearing  a  general  mortgage, 
preferable  to  all  others,  and  extending  to  the  Crop  of  Grain.  This 
measure,  so  interesting  to  the  Electors  of  the  Majority,  is  the  more 
worthy  of  being  mentioned  here,  because  it  afterwards  led  to  the  dan- 
gerous  meamre  of  granting  fori  ij-fivc  thousand  pounds  to  be  distributed 
in  Loans,  under  similar  circumstances,  for  the  purchase  of  Seed  Wh<at 
lor  poor  Farmers  in  the  District  of  Quebec,  ivhich  Loans  ivill,  in  all 
probability,  never  be  repaid  to  the  public. 

On  the  Gth  of  February,  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  subject 
of  District  Gaols  for  Quebec  and  Montreal,  reported  Resolutions;  of 
which,  tile  fourth  intimated  that  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  pounds 
for  those  objects,  should  be  taken  from  the  general  funds  of  the  Pro- 
vince, and  the  fifth  recommended  a  variety  of  duties  on  iaijjorted 
Merchandise,  as  the  ways  and  means  of  reimbursement.  T!ie  Mem- 
bers of  the  City  of  Montreal,  in  compliance  with  the  opinion  express- 
ed by  the  Grand  Jury  in  the  Prcacntment  mentioned  in  our  last  Chap- 
ter, opposed  those  Resolutions,  in  so  far  as  they  made  the  Province, 
instead  of  the   Districts  respectively,   bear  the  expense ;  but   the 

than  give  a  freedom  of  choice  to  tlie  parties,  of  remaining  under  their  present  tenure, 
or  changing  it  for  a  free  one  ;...That  the  Censilaires  are  not  so  ignorant  of  their  in- 
terest as  liad  been  asserted,  and  could  easily  inform  themselves  of  the  value  of  tlie 
rights  or  dues  they  might  be  disposed  to  commute  for,  as  well  as  of  the  qualification 
of  the  Seigneur  to  commute  -....That  the  question  was  simply  this  :...Was  it  better 
to  remain  bound  to  one  tenure,  or  to  have  the  choice  of  two?  Mr.  Richardson,  in 
urging  these  points,  was  clo^e  and  pointed  in  his  arguments.  He  further  said,  that 
the  House  ought  to  iiave  less  repugnance  to  commit  the  Bill  this  Session,  from  a 
questi.m  of  a  like  nature,  having  been  fully  discussed  under  the  Government  of 
Lord  Dorchester  ;  when  he,  IVIr.  R. ,  laid  a  number  of  Uesnlvts  on  the  sul)ject,  ou 
the  table  of  the  House.  Mr.  Young,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  after  having  strong- 
ly urged  tlie  benefit  that  would  arise  to  the  Country  from  a  facility  of  a  transfer  of 
property,  very  ably  replied  to  Mr.  Dr.  Salaberry,  on  his  statement  of  dates  and 
facts  respecting  the  colonization  of  this  Province,  compared  with  tiie  first  English 
Settlements  in  America.  He  said  that  this  Province  was  a  century  behind  New 
Hampshire  in  improvement,  notwithstanding  the  superiority  of  the  climate  of  thii 
Province  over  that  of  New  Hampshire.  The  latter  being  unhealthy  from  the  hu- 
niidity  of  the  air. 

The  Members  who  voted  for  the  amendment  were  : — De/anaudiere,  Archavibault, 
F.  Hoy,  Brodeur,  Poutin,  Tuschereau,  Itaijmond,  Roi/  Portelance,  Mondelet,  Citron, 
Bedard,  Bourduges,  De  Salaberri/,  Grant,  Berthelot,  I'lanl^,  Vigjr,  Legcndre,  WeU- 
brentier,  Curlier,  Chaboil/ez,  Rocheblave,  Turgeon. 

The  Speakers  against  the  amendment  were  -.—Messrs,  Richardson,  M'Gill,  Young, 
and  CaldweU. 

The  Members  who  voted  against  the  atnendment  were  :  —  Tlie  Attorney  General, 
Messrs.  U'Gill,  Richardson,  Young,  Caldwell,  Frobisher,  Monro,  Pyke,  Portcout, 
Mure,  Perraull,  Dumont  and  Bcrnier. 
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House,  having  corcurred  with  the  Committee,  the   Act  was  speedily 
passed,  and  htcame  a  law  at  the  end  of  the  Session. 

1'he  Presbyterian  Congregations  of  the  Province,  :\..Ing  petition- 
ed for  a  Law  to  remove  all  doubts  as  to  tho  li-iht  of  their  Pastors  to 


solemnize  Marriages,  a  Bill  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Richardson,  whitli 
passed  the  8th  of  March,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  make  J'rovisiou  for 
the  cele/nati.jn  of  Matrimony/  xvit/iin  this  Province,  and  to  coujlnn  cer- 
tain Marriages  therein  mentioned ;"  but  this  Bill  was  rejected  in  the 
Legislative  Council,  which  body  appears  to  have  been  influenced  by 
certain  opinions  expressed  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  already  alluded  to 
in  our  last  Chapter. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  Statements  o  the  Provincial  Revenue  of  the 
Crown,  and  of  the  Expenditure  for  the  year  ending  the  Cth  of  Janua- 
ry, 1805,  were  laid  before  the  House.  The  Revenue  amounted  to 
about  thirty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  the  Exj)enditure  to  thirty- 
three  thousand  pounds  sterling. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  Session,  the  propensity  of  the  Majority  to 
the  French  tongue,  was  again  displayed,  by  ordering  the  Translation 
of  the  four  Volumes  of  Hatsell's  Precedents  of  Proceedings  in  the 
House  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  restricting  the  expense  of 
Translating  and  Printing  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  House,  to  se- 
ven hundred  and  fifty  pounds ;  and  they  addressed  the  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  on  the  subject  of  issuing  his  warrant  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  House,  including  a  sum  of 
twenty-five  pounds  for  Indexes  to  two  hundred  copies  of  the  Lex 
Parliamentaria,  a  work  translated  into  French  as  already  mentioned  ; 
recommending,  also,  to  His  Excellency,  the  consideration  of  recom- 
pensing the  services  of  Mr.  Desharats,  French  Translator  for  the 
House.  The  answer  of  His  Excellency  was  unfavourable  to  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Indexes  to  the  Lex  Parliamentaria,  and  to  any  recom- 
pense to  Mr.  Desharats,  beyond  his  ordinary  salary,  expressing  his 
opinion  that  the  expenditures  prayed  for,  were  not  in  accordance  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Act  33,  Geo  HI. ;  but  extraordinary  charges,  which 
the  Legislature  had  not  contemplated. 

The  principal  Bills,  in  which  private  Individuals  were  interested 
this  Session,  which  have  not  been  already  mentioned,  were  as  fol- 
lows : — 

1.  An  Act  for  the  preservation  of  Apple  Trees,  in  the  Parish  of 
Montreal,  which  enjoined,  under  a  ])enalty,  the  application  of  Tar, 
as  the  means  of  destroying  a  Caterpillar,  called  the  Arpent/ieiiH'. 
This  Act,  and  the  Bill  for  t)ie  destruction  of  Thistles,  are  the  first 
instances  of  the  Majority  being  induced  to  enjoin  any  course  of  iiii- 1  gland  fol 
provement  in  agricultural  pursuits.  I      anxietief 

2.  An  Act  to  authorise  Thomas   Porteous,   Esquire,  to  build   one  I      and  the 
Bridge  over  a  Branch  of  the   River   Ottawa,   otherwise  Desprairies,  i      and  decil 
from  Lachenaye,  to  the  Isle  Bourdon,  and  another  Bridge  from  tlutti      bJe  TiioJ 
Island,  to  the  Island  of  Montreal;  to  establish  the  rale  of  Toll  paya-|     the  Dist] 
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ble  thereon,  and  for  regulating  the  said  Bridge.  These  great  under- 
takings, which  promised  much  good  to  the  enterprising  projector,  as 
well  as  to  the  Country,  were  successfully  executed ;  but  soon  after 
their  benefits  had  been  ascertained,  the  Bridges  were  carried  away  by 
the  breaking  up  of  the  Ice. 

3.  An  Act  for  erecting  an  Hotel,  Coffee-house  and  Assembly-room 
in  the  City  of  Quebec.  Numerous  Individuals,  living  together  on 
friendly  terms,  had  associated  together,  with  the  view  of  combining 
accommodation  to  Travellers,  with  a  convenient  place  of  resort  for 
themst'lves  and  Families,  for  business  and  amusement ;  and,  having 
obtained  this  Act,  they  built  and  fitted  up,  at  a  great  expense,  the 
Union  Hotel,  which,  like  several  other  premature  establishments  in 
Quebec  and  Montreal,  caused  great  loss  and  disappointment  to  the 
Proprietors. 

This  Session  was  closed  on  the  2.5th  of  March,  wh  n.  the  Royal 
Assent  was  given  to  Sixteen  Bills,  chiefly  temporary ;  among  which, 
was  one  imposing  a  variety  of  Duties  on  Imported  Goods,  and  on 
Goods  to  be  sold  at  Auction. 

The  Presentation  of  this  Bill  of  Supply,  by  the  Speaker,  was  ac- 
companied by  a  few  observations,  explanatory  of  the  views  of  the 
House,  in  the  choice  which  had  been  made  of  the  particular  objects 
taxed  in  preference  to  others,  asserting  that  the  new  Duties,  affect- 
ing, as  they  would,  articles  of  luxury  only,  were  most  congenial  to 
the  situation  of  the  Country,  and  to  the   temper  of  the  Inhabitants. 

The  closing  Speech  of  His  Excellency  found  topics  of  approba- 
tion in  the  great  assiduity  in  public  business,  displayed  by  the  Mem- 
bers of  both  Houses,  and  entirely  omitted  any  allusion  to  differences 
on  Financial  Principles  and  on  other  matters,  which  unfortunately  ex- 
isted between  Members  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  between  that 
House  and  the  Executive  Council.  If  we  may  judge  from  the 
Speeches  of  Sir  R.  S.  Milnes  to  the  Legislature,  his  previous  Des- 
patches, and  the  Report  which  he  made  of  his  long  Administra- 
tion to  the  Colonial  Dept  rtment,  on  his  return  to  England  this  year, 
could  not  have  given  a  true  picture  of  the  embarrassing  effects  of  the 
new  Constitution,  nor  have  forewarned  His  Majesty's  Government  of 
tue  expediency  of  applying  a  speedy  and  effectual  remedy  to  a  dis- 
order which  was  yearly  advancing,  slowly,  but  certainly,  to  attack 
the  vitals  of  the  Administration,  which,  like  a  ctnsumptive  patient, 
had  hitherto  flattered  itself,  from  time  to  time,  with  a  restoration  of 
strength. 

Sir  Robert  Shore  Milnes,  alledging  the  necessity  of  a  visit  to  En- 
gland for  the  improvement  of  his  liealth,  impaired  by  the  labours  and 
anxieties  attendii  g  his  high  station,  obtained  leave  of  absence  in  180.5  ; 
and  the  Government  was  allowed  to  sink  still  farther  into  lethargy 
and  decrepitude  for  two  yearS;  under  the  Presidency  of  the  Honoura- 
ble Thomas  Dunn,  a  Puisne  Judge  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  for 
the  District  of  Quebec. 
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This  Gentleman,  who  succeeded  to  the  AdnunistnUioii  as  the  old- 
est IVotestaiit  Member  of  the  Executive  Council,  was  ill  titled  tor  the 
arduous  situation  of  detbnding  His  Majesty's  Prerogative  and  the 
principles  of  Britisli  Le^isslation,  against  the  systematic  encroaeh- 
nients  of  the  French  Canadian  Majority  in  the  House  of  Assembly. 
The  whose  of  his  official  experience  had  tended  to  impress  him  with 
despair  of  obtaining  the  sma'lest  alterations  in  tlie  French  and  Feu- 
dal Laws  under  the  present  Constitution  ;  and  his  only  object  appears 
to  have  been  to  imitate  the  temporising  and  sycophantic  Policy  of  his 
])rcdecessor.  Equally  despised  by  his  colleagues  in  oliice,  and  by  the 
I'opular  Leaders,  his  Administration  afforded  an  opportunity  to  the 
Majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  to  attempt  to  render  the  con- 
structive privileges  of  that  Body  oppressive  to  the  liberty  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Subjects,  particularly  to  the  Merchants,  'vho  vented  their  dis- 
approbation of  the  late  taxes  on  (commerce,  through  the  medium  of 
the  Press. 

The  Second  Session  of  the  Fourth  Provincial  Parliament  was  open- 
ed, by  the  superannuated  and  temporising  President,  on  the  iiOth  Fe- 
bruary, ISOG,  with  a  Speech  from  the  Throne  addressed  to  both 
Houses,  vviiich  contains  the  recommendation  of  not  one  Act  of  Legis- 
lation or  provision  for  the  Public  Service,  except  the  renewal  of  those 
temporary  Acts  for  the  preservation  of  His  Majesty's  Government, 
which  had  been  considered  part  of  the  routine  business  of  the  pre- 
vious Sessions  of  the  Provincial  Parliaments,  without  a  single  expres- 
sion on  the  part  of  his  Honour  intimating  hi,s  wish  to  distinguish  his 
A(iniini>itration,  by  any  measure  for  the  improvement  of  the  Country 
iji  Agriculture,  Commerce,  Revenue,  or  the  Arts  of  Life. 

The  Addresses  of  both  Houses  were  echoes  to  the  Speech,  accom- 
panied with  a  compliment  to  the  President ;  to  whom  they  ascribed 
a  warm  attachment  to  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  the  Province,  in 
which  he  had  so  long  resided. 

This  Session  is  distinguished  by  the  continued  absence  of  one  half 
of  the  Members  of  the  Assembly,  and  the  irregular  attendance  of  the 
rest ;  and,  though  it  lasted  only  two  months,  the  quorums  requisite 
for  the  transaction  of  business  could  not  be  obtained  during  half  that 
period.  The  only  indications  of  life  in  the  Legislature,  may  be  said 
to  have  arisen  from  the  stinmlus  applied  to  the  ambitious  Majority 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  the  disapprobation  of  their  previous 
conduct,  expressed,  through  the  medium  of  the  Press,  by  the  Mer- 
cantile interest,  particularly  that  of  Montreal ;  in  which  City  resided 
the  influential  Merchants  engaged  in  the  Fur  Trade,  under  the  cele- 
brated Firm  of  the  I^orth  IVest  Company,  and  other  large  Capitalists, 
who  gave  an  ephemeral  existence  to  a  monied  Aristocracy  in  (he  Pro- 
vince, now  extinct ;  and  which  the  establishment  of  Banks  r.nd  their 
fictitious  Capital  have  endeavoured  in  vain  to  replace,  giving,  as  it 
were,  the  shadow  for  the  substance. 
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The  <;rtuliuil  rotrcat  of  the  Local  Government,  nnd  the  CiMiinier- 
ciiil  Body,  helore  the  ainbilioiis  progress  of  the  French  (.'anacHan  Ma- 
jority, appears,  at  the  distant  jieriod  when  we  \*  rile,  to  have  prochicc*! 
aTi  obHvion  of  the  strug<^le.s  whicii  took  place  in  the  year  1(S0.'3  and 
1806,  botli  on  the  principles  and  on  the  detail.'S  of  Provincial  Taxation  ; 
but  they  are  not  the  less  worthy  of  the  attention,  both  lif  the  pub- 
lic and  of  that  Executive  authority,  which  has  been  lately  driven  io 
the  ivall  by  the  usurpin;^  agitators  of  the    French  Canadian    iMajoriiy. 

Tlie  Financial  principles,  avowed  by  the  Merchants  and  other  Sub- 
jects of  British  origin,  were  congenial  to  the  practice  of  Ijigland  and 
of  her  most  successful  Colonies.  They  were  recommended  likewise 
by  simj)lieity,  and  by  their  ca[)ability  of  being  i educed  to  a  srable 
system  of  Political  Economy,  distinguishing  the  Public  Expenditure 
into  three  great  branches,  namely  the  necessary  Exj)enses  of  Civil 
Government ;  those  oi"  Local  Establishments  ;  and  those  for  the  Ge- 
neral Improvements  of  the  Country.  Tha  Mcrchnnis  and  others, 
friendly  to  British  principles  and  pt  act  ice,  contended,  that,  if  the  sup- 
port of  the  Civil  Government  were  not  to  rest  nu  direct  Taxes,  it  shonlil 
at  least  he  secured  bij  permanent  Acts  of  indirect  Taxation,  as  alrvadij 
ihlrodaced  by  the  British  Act  14,  Geo.  III.,  Cap.  83/  and  the  Pro- 
vincial Acts  33,  3,3  and  4-1,  Geo.  III.  That  Local  Kstablishmehts, 
such  as  Court  Houses,  Gaols  and  Houses  of  Correction,  should  be  dr- 
fraijed  by  Assessments  or  direct  Taxes  upon  the  Districts,  Counties 
and  Cities  fortvhose  benefit  they  might  respectively  be  required.  And 
that,  for  the  general  improvement  o/  the  Country  alone,  its  Agriculture, 
Commerce,  and  Communication  by  Land  and  Water  ivith  the  adjoin- 
ing Colonies  and  Foreign  States,  recourse  should  be  had  to  indin  ct 
Taxes,  of  temporary  duration. 

The  support  of  those  principles  and  practices,  through  the  medium 
of  the  Press,  and  an  appeal  in  their  favor  to  the  Colonial  Depart- 
ment of  His  Majesty's  Government  on  the  part  of  the  Montreal  ^ler- 
chants,  excited  the  jealousy  of  the  Anti-British  and  Anti-Commercial 
French  Canadian  Majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  whose  object 
was  now  to  obliterate  all  traces  of  British  Parlianjentary,  and  perma- 
nent Taxation,  and  to  reduce  His  Majesty's  Civil  Government,  in- 
cluding the  Judges  and  Officers  of  the  Crown,  to  a  dopendancc  upi  n 
the  annual  Grants  of  a  Body  elected  by  the  almost  Universal  Suf- 
frage of  a  Population,  insulated  from  EngliJnnen,by  LuxvSy  Language, 
prejudices  and  habits,  peculiar  to  themselves. 

This  being  notoriously  the  case,  it  should  not  surprise  our  readers 
to  find  the  Majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly  this  Session,  exercising 
their  constructive  privileges  to  counteract  the  public  expression  of 
any  sentiments  hostile  to  those  objects  of  their  a;ubition.  Accord- 
ingly, when  the  toasts  at  a  public  dinner  in  Montreal,  given  in  ho- 
nor of  the  Members  ^for  that  City,  who  had  supported  British  prin- 
ciples of  Taxation,  were  published  in  the  Moiitreal  Gazette,  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Dinne/  Party,  Isaac  Todd,  Esij ,  and  the  Printer,  Mr. 
Edwards,  were  marked  out  as  objects  of  Pailiamcntary  persecution. 
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On  the  7fh  March,  18()f),  Mr.  Bcdnrd  amX  Mr.  BoHrflnf^c;  moved 
the  rending  of  the  alledged  Libel,  on  tlie  House  of  Assembly  and  the 
olher  Branches  of  (lovirnuienf, contained  in  N umber. 'JO.'i  of  tlie  Mon- 
treal (iazette,  dated  first  April,  i 801 ;  which  having  been  done,  the 
same  Members  moved  the  Ilouse  to  resolve,  that  "  Mc  said  paper 
contains  a  false,  scaudnlous  and  seditious  LUicI,  hitrhly  rr//ccliiig  on 
His  Majestt/s  Representative  in  this  Prvriiice,  and  on  IjoIIi  Houses  of 
the  Provincial  Parliament,  and  tending  to  lessen  tlie  affections  of  I  lis 
Majrsfi/s  Sahjccis  towards  his  Government  in  this  l^rovince."*  Which 
resolve,  after  an  attempt  or  the  par?  ot  ^he  Minority  to  show  that  tlit: 
sc  (>ct  "as  unworihy  of st  >  's  '  'Ici  tion,  wa..  passe*'  by  u  Ma- 
jority of  17  to  7. 

But  those  two  individufls  vvfrf  «'  <  -he  only  objects  of  persecution. 
Mr.  Thomas  Gary,  the  intellig.-  i:  lYp' 'etor  and  Editor  of  the  lOn- 
glisli  Paper,  called  the  Quebec  Merc:i.y,  having  accompanied  his 
usual  Report  of  Proceedings  of  the  Ilouse  with  some  remarks  upon 
the  rigorous  course  intended  against  the  Editor  of  the  Montreal  Ga- 
zette, incurred  the  high  displeasure  of  the  Majority,  who  retrograding 
half  a  century  in  search  of  British  precedents,  declared  it  a  high 
breach  of  their  privileges,  for  any  individual  to  presume  to  give  to  tiie 
Public  an  account  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

After  much  debate  and  overruling  of  the  Speaker  on  a  question  af- 
fecting a  standing  regulation  of  the  House,  the  Majority,  on  the  1  Ith 
of  March,  obtained  a  resolve  ^^that  Thomas  Cary,  Editor  of  the 
Newspaper  entitled  *'the  Quebec  Mercury"  f  r  undertaking  in  his  Pa- 
per of  yesterday,  to  give  an  account  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  House, 
be  taken  into  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this  House." 
The  Minority  in  vain  attempted  to  delay  this  injudicious,  precipitate 
and  intemperate  measure;  first, by  moving,  in  an^.codment,  that  Tho- 
mas Gary  has  violated  no  rule  or  privilege  of  this  Ilouse  ;  and  next, 

*  The  following  were  the  obnoxious  Toasts  :— 

The  Honourable  Members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  who  were  friendly  to  Con- 
stitutional Taxation,  as  proposed  by  our  worthy  Members,  in  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

Our  Representatives,  in  Provincial  Parliament,  who  proposed  a  Constitutional 
and  proper  mode  of  Taxation,  for  building  Gaols ;  and  who  opposed  a  Tax  on  Com- 
merce, for  that  purpose,  as  contrary  to  the  sound  practice  of  the  Parent  State. 

May  our  Representatives  be  actuated  by  a  patriotic  spirit,  for  the  good  of  the 
Province,  as  dependant  on  the  British  Kmpire,  and  divested  of  Local  prejudices. 

Prosperity  to  the  Agriculture  an(i  Conmierce  of  Canada;  and  may  they  aid  each 
other,  as  their  true  interest  dictates,  by  sharing  a  due  proportion  of  advantages  and 
burthens. 

The  CIfy  and  County  of  Montreal  and  the  Grand  Juries  of  the  District,  who  re- 
commended Local  Assessments  for  local  purposes. 

May  the  City  of  Montreal  be  enabled  to  support  a  Newspaper,  though  deprived 
of  its  natural  and  useful  advantage:*;  apparently  for  the  benefit  of  an  individual. 

May  the  Commercial  Interest  of  this  Province  have  its  due  influence  in  the  ad- 
miiiistratiua  of  its  Government. 


N 


VJTl.] 


OF    LOWER   CAN'ADA. 


89 


that  there  was  no  proof  before  the  House  that  he  was  the  Author, 
Printer  or  Pubhshtr  of  the  Paper  or  Paraj^raplis  in  question.  No- 
thing I  luld  stop  the  headlong  violence  of  th<^  French  Canadian  Ma- 
jority, ■■  lose  passion  wn%  foind  ucaf  ahke  lo  connnon  decoriun  and 
to  com  .  in  sense.  Their  victim  havinj^  surr'-ndered  himself  to  the 
Scrj  jam  at  Arms,  pn-vailed  upon  Mr.  lioitn  '.ges  to  present  l)is  hum- 
ble Pel  ,io!i  to  the  House  on  the  12th  of  March,  expressing  sorrow 
for  ha\  ■  r  unintentionally  given  otft.ice,  and  praying  that  he  might 
be  reh  vsed  ;  whereupon  »'» ;  Majority,  become  more  cool,  agreed  to 
his  discharge,  —itho.il  even  bringing  him  to  the  IJar  of  the  House  for  the 
purpOvse  of  being  reprimanded.  Uesuming  their  persecution  of  Mr. 
Todd  and  Mr.  Kdwards,  the  Majority,  on  the  15th  of  March,  carried 
resolves  against  these  individuals,  who  were  voted  guilty  of  a  high 
breach  »)f  the  privileges  of  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms.  On  the  19th  of  March,  the  Speak- 
er submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  "  a  dni/l  of  a  War- 
rant to  take  Edward  Edwards,  Printer  at  Montreal,  into  the  custodv 
of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  ;  and  praijed  the  advice  and  instructions 
the  House  thereupon."  But  Mr.  Todd,  against  whom  the  vengeance 
of  the  Majority  was  chiefly  pointed,  having  retired  into  the  IJnit;^  I 
States,  farther  proceedings  in  this  case  of  alledged  libel,  were  L 
aside.  Meantime,  several  well  written  communications,  calling  in 
question  the  right  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  arrest  a  Subject  of 
His  Majesty  by  its  Speaker's  Warrant,  appeared  in  the  Quebec  Mer- 
cury ;  and  this  constructive  right  was  considered  so  worthy  of  regu- 
lation, that  a  clause  in  the  Union  Bill  of  1822,  prohibited  its  exercise 
before  it  should  have  been  enacted  hy  the  proposed  new  Legislature, 
and  declared  necessary  for  the  support  of  its  dignity. 

This  Session  is  less  remarkable  for  any  new  Laws,  than  for  in- 
stances of  the  pertinacity  of  the  French  Canadian  Majority,  in  their 
endeavours  to  justify  their  system  of  taxing  Merchandise  as  their 
only  ways  and  means  for  defraying  general  and  local  Expenses.  On 
the  4«th  of  March,  Mr.  Dedard,  seconded  by  Mr.  Berthelot,  obtained 
a  resolve  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Nine  Members  to 
prepare  an  Address  and  Memorial  to  His  Majesty,  beseeching  His 
Majesty  not  to  exercise  his  right  of  disallowing  the  late  Act  of  the 
Legislature,  providing  means  for  building  Gaols  at  Quebec  and  Mon- 
treal, with  a  Memorial  containing  the  reasons  of  the  House  for  avoid- 
ing an  Assessment  on  Lands  for  such  purposes.  This  Measure  hav- 
ing been  carried,  copies  of  these  Documents  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Journals  of  the  House,  and  are  particularly  worthy  of  the  attention 
of  the  Student  in  the  Constitutional  History  of  Lower  Canada. 
They  are  too  long  for  insertion  here,  but  we  shall  make  a  few  remarks 
upon  their  contents. 

The  Address,  which  passed  the  House  on  the  18th  of  March,  ex- 
presses repeatedly  the  loyalty,  attachment  and  heartfelt  gratitude  of 
ihe  Representatives  of  Lower  Canada,  to  His  Majesty's  Sacred  Per- 
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ion,  Family  nnd  Government.  In  its  progress  towards  the  object  of 
reconciling  His  Majesty  to  the  Anti-Hritish  iind  Anti-C'ommcrciiil 
system  of  taxing  Commerce,  it  purposely  confounds  the  Connnerce 
arising  from  the  products  of  Provincial  Agriculture,  that  is  to  say, 
Exports,  with  Imports,  consisting,  as  they  principally  did,  ol'  liritij*h 
Manufactures,  lie  it  observed  here,  that  the  Majority  took  cine  not 
to  tax  Exports  for  any  (Jeneral  or  l^ocal  purpose,  well  knowing  that 
this  principle  might  be  felt  by  their  Constituents,  whose  (jrain  might 
already  be  cor.sidered  as  sulliciently  Taxed  by  the  rent  to  the  Seign- 
eur, and  the  tythe  to  the  Priest.  The  Tax  which  they,  in  the  pleni- 
t"de  of  their  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  King  of  Great  Ihitain, 
prayed  him  to  approve,  was  not  a  Tax  on  Colonial  Produce,  as  exists 
in  other  Colonies,  but  a  Tax  on  the  Manufactures  of  the  British  Na- 
tion, already  taxed  to  a  great  amount,  for  the  Military  and  Naval 
defence  oi'  Canada.  The  Address  and  Memorial  arc,  in  fact,  a  spe- 
cimen of  that  continued  misrepresentation  which  has  distinguished  the 
clucaning  and  special  pleading  Leaders  of  the  Nation  (Jariadicnne, 
in  Provincial  Parliament  assembled,  and  are  suitable  forerunners  to 
the  Non-parity  Resolutions  respecting  the  Koyal  Commands  to  vote 
a  Civil  List,  permanent  for  the  King's  life.  The  asserted  difficulties 
attending  the  imposition  and  collection  of  a  Land  Tax,  under  any 
form,  are,  in  a  great  degree,  imaginary,  and  are  partly  contradicted 
by  the  very  facts  which  the  Memorial  admits  to  exist  in  the  domestic 
economy  of  Lower  Canada.  The  Habitant  or  Farmer  contributes,  in 
almost  every  instance,  several  bushels  of  Wheat  and  other  Grain  to 
the  Seigneur  and  to  the  Priest : — to  the  latter,  he  gives  a  stated  pro- 
portion of  his  Crop ;  what  difficulty,  then,  would  be  found  in  his  be- 
ing rated  for  a  moderate  quota  of  his  Crop,  or  its  equivalent  in  mo- 
ney, towards  the  building  of  a  District  CoUrt-house,  a  District  Gaol, 
or  other  local  establishment  ?  This  difficulty  is  mere  pretence  ;  and 
the  truth  is,  that  the  Habitants  consider  themselves  sufficiently  taxed 
by  the  French  law  of  the  land,  in  being  obliged  to  pay  rents  and 
other  feudal  burthens  to  the  Seigneur,  and  tythes  to  the  Priest ;  aijtl 
if  you  were  to  ask  any  one  of  them  to  contribute  tuo  bushels  of  Wheats 
or  two  Dollars,  for  the  support  of  Government,  he  would  give  you  the 
equivocal  French  sign  of  inability  or  untvillingness,  by  ihrugging  up 
his  shoulders.  The  Address  and  IVemorial  do  not  candidly  state 
such  facts;  but  they  cannot  help  insinuating  that  the  attachment  of 
the  French  Canadians  mainly  depends  upon  their  being  always  ena- 
bled to  consider  themselves  as  less  taxed  than  their  neighbours,  mean- 
ing, we  suppose,  the  Citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Upper  Canada,  ttjAo  are  subjected  to  District  Assessments  Jor 
local  purposes.  If  the  Memorialists  had  foreseen  that  their  taxes  on 
British  Manufactures  imported  into  Canada,  would,  at  a  future  day, 
have  been  referred  to  in  the  Imperial  Parliament  as  a  justification  for 
imposing  Duties  on  Canadian  Grain,  Flour,  Potashes  and  Lumber, 
imported  into  Great  Britain,  they  might,  nevertheless,  have  persisted 
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in  tl»uir  ftystoni,  because  the  Mcrtlmnts  would  be  the  apparent  luflTer- 
ers,  us  tlii'v  are  in  tlie  case  of  IJrifish  Munufuctures  imported  into 
('an:;(Ia.  We  shall  only  raither  remark,  tiiat  the  Address  and  Memo- 
rial were  rather  suited  to  court  popularity  among  the  great  body  of 
the  Eleetorx,  than  to  convince  His  Majesty's  Ministers  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  principles,  or  of  the  information  which  they  contain- 
ed :  and  we  again  re<juest  our  enquiring  readers  to  study  these  so- 
phistical Documents,  as  a  key  to  some  suhsequent  Financial  Pro- 
t'cedings  of  the  Leaders  of  the  Nation  Canndietnte. 

We  have  Hlled  so  much  space  with  the  more  characteristic  pro- 
fcoedings  of  the  Ilonourahle  House,  that  we  nuist  be  brief  upon  the 
other  occurrences  of  the  Session.  Several  Bills  were  introduced, 
which,  though  they  did  not  become  Laws,  show  the  disposition  of  the 
Members  of  the  House.  The  Bill  for  consolidating  previous  Acts, 
and  giving  the  exclusive  right  of  conveyance  of  Travellers  by  Land 
to  the  Maitres  de  I'oste,  passed  the  Houscj  but  was  amended  in  such 
a  manr.er  in  the  Council,  as  to  require  a  conference  between  both 
Houses,  the  pr  <liminaries  of  vvhich  spent  the  remainder  of  the 
Session,  thus  happily  leaving  the  conveyance  of  Travellers  open  to 
the  competition  of  the  enterprising  Proprietors  of  Stage  Coaches. 

This  Session  is  also  renuirl.able  for  an  attempt,  on  the  part  of  the 
Majority,  to  grant  a  Patent  for  the  exclusive  building  of  Bridges,  on 
a  particular  plan,  in  the  Province,  to  J.  B.  Bednrd,  for  twenty-five 
years ;  but  this  job  was  so  much  deprecated  by  the  public  voice,  that 
the  Bill,  after  having  been  once  read,  was  suffered  to  lie  dormant 
during  the  rest  of  the  Session. 

The  increasing  applications  for  privileges  to  build  Toll  Bridges, 
naving  alarmed  the  cautious  disposition  of  the  President,  he  reserved 
the  Bill  passed  in  favour  of  Jactjues  La  Combe,  Esquire,  for  building 
a  Toll  Bridge  at  L'Assomption,  for  the  signification  of  His  Majesty's 
pleasure  thereon  ;  and  it  never  became  a  law. 

The  Commercial  Minority  made  strenuous  exertions  to  obtain  some 
beneficial  Regulations ;  and  they  procured  the  passage  of  an  Act 
this  Session,  4-6,  Geo.  HL,  Cap.  4,  to  regulate  the  Packing  and  /n- 
spection  of  Flour  and  Indian  Meal,  and  to  provide  for  ascertaining 
the   quality  of  Biscuit.* 

A  Bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  Fisheries  in  ttie  District  of  Gaspe, 
on  the  Gulph  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  made  some  progress,  but  was  hot 
passed  till  the  following  Session. 

The  Petition  from  the  Borough  and  District  of  Three-Rivers,  for 
two  Judges  instead  of  one,  and  four  Court  Terms  instead  of  two,  al- 

,  •  This  Act,  being  a  temporary  one,  has  been  repeatedly  amended  ;  and,  is  the 
latest  Act  on  this  subject,  5,  Geo  VI.,  Cap.  17,  will  eipirfe  on  the  1st  of  March 
next ;  arid  as  the  circumstances  of  the  recent  prorogation  of  the  Provincial  Parlia- 
ment give  no  hope  of  an  early  Session,  the  rfguiation  of  ihe  Flour  Trade  will  d«« 
pend  upon  the  old  Ordinance  of  the  Governor  and  Legislativo  Council,  25,  G«o. 
III.,  Cap.  0. 
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ready  incntionod,  vrau  ngain  prrsrntod  tliis  Sossion,  but  without  ef- 
fect; and  tlu,>  cons('(|U(>nt  dibcontent  of  lliu  Klectors,  {iroduced  a 
t.-liaiige  in  tlieir  lU'prcsi'ntativcs  on  tlieiirst  opportunity. 

On  the  *Jlst  of  March,  the  IVcsidcnt  comnninicntcd,  by  Special 
Message,  Statements  of  the  Provincial  Revenue  of  the  Crown,  and 
of  the  Kxpenditure  for  the  year  ending  the  Ath  of  January,  18()(). 
The  former,  owing  to  the  productiveness  of  the  Gaol  Du.ies,  amount- 
ed to  about  forty-two  thousand  pounds  steHing  ;  and  the  latter,  in- 
cluding twelve  hundred  pounds  sterling,  (the  claim  of  Upper  Canada 
on  the  Provincial  Duties,)  amounted  to  thirty-five  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty-nine  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  ten  pence  sterling. 

The  only  appropriations  this  Session,  besides  the  annual  votes  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Legislature,  were  one  thousand  pounds 
to  complete  the  improvement  of  the  Tiachine  liapids,  and  ninety-six 
pounds  as  a  compensation  to  Charles  Simon  Delorme,  the  Contractor, 
(or  damage  done  to  his  Machinery  employed  on  that  Work,  by  tim- 
ber rafts. 

The  Majority  having  persisted  in  their  design  of  having  the  four 
Volumes  of  Hatsell's  Precedents  translated  into  French,  addressed 
the  President,  praying  that  his  Honour  would  be  pleased  to  advance 
to  the  Speaker,  out  of  the  funds  established  to  defray  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Legislature,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
currency,  for  that  purpose.  His  Honour  excused  himself  from  grant- 
ing the  prayer  of  this  Address,  referring  to  the  previous  refusal  of 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  to  advance  a  sum  of  twenty-five  pounds  for 
Indexes  to  the  Lex  Parliamentaria. 

This  check  to  the  Majority,  together  with  a  complaint  on  the  part 
of  the  President,  that  the  House  had  failed  in  a  point  of  etiquette, 
(having  addressed  his  Honour  to  transmit  their  Address  and  Memorial 
to  His  Majesty,  without  having  previously  communicated  their  con- 
tents,) produced  symptoms  of  reciprocal  discontent.  But  the  pro- 
rogation of  the  Parliament  soon  interrupted  the  course  of  resentment. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  this  short  and  unproductive  Session  came  to 
a  close.  The  President  gave  the  Royal  Assent  to  Seven  Acts,  all 
temporary,  and  chiefly  to  continue  previous  Acts :  after  which,  his 
Honour  made  a  short  Speech  to  both  Houses,  giving  due  praise  to 
the  Members  of  the  Assembly,  who  had  attended,  and  ascribing  the 
unfinished  state  of  the  public  business  to  the  lamentable  neglect  of 
their  public  duties,  on  the  part  of  the  absent  Members.  His  Ho- 
nour closed  his  Speech,  in  imitation  of  his  Predecessor,  with  express- 
ing his  conviction,  that  the  Members  highly  esteemed  the  Constitu- 
tion conferred  upon  the  Province,  and  that  they  would  feel  it  incum- 
bent upon  them  to  impress  their  fellow  subjects  with  sentiments  of 
the  most  grateful  attachment  to  His  Majesty's  Person  and  Govern- 
ment. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

A.  D.  1807  &  1808. 

Prrlimitiary  remarks  on  thf  pro^rrnn  of  Cntimlliin  Commrrrr  produrctl  l>,i/ tfn' 
vomhiiied  hoitilUy  of  tlie  Kmpeior  Saptfctn,  ami  I'lrsidnil  Jefinsitii  /» 
British  Muiitiinc  rii^htii.     The  Decree*  of  I'erlin  and  Milau,   intended  to 
deHrity  the  ititercoume  of  the  Neutral  Powers  of  Europe  and  America  milh 
(,'real  Urita  in. -Measures  of  the  Krifmh  Ministry  tu  enconro'^e  the  employ' 
nient  of  Capital  and  Shipping,  in  procuring  Timber  and  other  arlides  from 
Canada'  -Incapacity  of  the  Ix'^islature  and  French  pupu/ntiun  of  Lower 
Canada,  to  improve  thin  opportunity  of  Clearing  and  Settling  the   IVasle 
iMnds  of  the  Province.— Superior  qualificalijna  of  the  Americana  for  the 
Clearance  of  Lands  and  the  formation  of  new  Settlements,  contrasted  with 
the  apathy  and  Local  attachment  of  the  French   Canadiana.  —  The  Upper 
Canadians  and  the  Citixensofthe  United  States  on  the  St.  iMwrcnee  profit 
most  by  the  increasing  Export  Trade  of  Quebec— Impotent  jealousy  of  the 
FrenchCanadian  Ma,jority  of  the  House  of  Assembly  and  of  their  Electors  ^who 
repine  at  the  rewards  of  British  ^foreign  Industry— Third  Session  of  the 
fourth  Provincial  Parliament.— Account  of  President  Dunn's  Speech  to  both 
Houses. — Addresses  from  them. — Temporising  and  trifling  conduct  and  occu- 
pation of  the  friends  of  the  Executive  in  the  House  of  dssemUly.— Renewal  of 
the  Act  for  appointing  Returning  Officers,  and  extension  of  its  provisions  for 
securing  the  ascendancy  of  French  Canadian  Members. — Act  for  making  per' 
mant.it  the  powers  of  the  Justices  in  Quarter  Sessions  to  regulate  Apprentices 
and  Servants.— Failure  of  an  impolitic  attempt  to  introduce  a  Poor's  Rate.—- 
Fru  it  less  endea  vors  of  Go  vernment  to  promote  the  culture  of  Hemp, — On  uses  of 
the  failure  of  this  costly  experiment.— Act  for  the  regulation  of  Maitres  de 
Poste.-'Benewed  attempt  to  amend  the  law  for  preventing  the  breaking  out  and 
spreading  of  fires.— Petition  for  Drawbacks  of  Duties  paid  on  imported 
Goodi,  to  encourage  re-exportation.— Allusion  to  the  Bonding  System  which 
toas  long  afterwards  introd  ced  into  Canada,  by  the  Imperial  Parliament. 
Failure  oj  the  Majority  ini  le  renewed  attempt  to  obtain  pecuniary  com- 
pensation for  the  services  of  Members  of  the  Assembly. — General  character  of 
this  tranquil  Session. — Dislike   f  the  Executive  to  temporary  Acts  contras- 
ted with  the  partiality  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  that  mode  of  legislation. 
— Unpopular  Act  in  favor  of  5.  B.  Bedard.— Nwniter  of  Acts  passed.— Close  of 
the  Session.— Events  in  Europe  and  America  during  the  recess.— Account  of 
the  short  Administration  of  the  late  Mr.  Fox,  and  of  the  succeeding  coalition 
Ministry.— Domestic,Colonial  and  Foreign  Policy  of  those  Administi-at  ions. 
— ATory  Ministry  appointed,  eager  to  recover  the  foreign  Alliances  and  ta 
carry  on  thi  tear  against  Napoleon  with  yigor.— Secret  Artides  of  Ujc  Treaty  of 
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Til-iif.  find  ncresiitn  of  .'mmki  (  i  Sopnlroit'^  Oivtht"  tul  Fy^frm,  i>:hf,(lfil 
tn  anvifiHntt-  Die  FoiYr^n  ihinnn-iTr  mii  Mnnlitnr  liv^/it^nl'  (,'rint  tUifm.'i 
and  of  Xrtitfii/  /'.)»/'fr.«.  Vontiuls  of  thin  Ticott)  i/nriirririi  1 1  the  ju  ic  Wtii 
intry.  <\)nsrqiicncrs  ofthii  tiisi'itouir,  (\)iiifiirt  of  Ihe  (.'(ivt'itntifil  nf  llif 
thiiti^i  Sfntt-f  pt'ofrss/nir  Sri/txi/ift/,  hut  imt  fu-ifiniiitin  f/ir  iiiilies  n/  t/nif 
rrlatiitn  tnimrdx  (^rrat  lirifnin.  Sfirrtifnino'^e,  llivilfurrtitn  nj  seiiiiii-n  fmnt 
Jhitish  vrsft,/x  i)f  irur  07>  tfic  .'f'niitir  I'onst.  I  Jhiiyrniit  inxtmirr  <if(/,i^ 
fatdi  to  the  ultock  <{fthr  ^rrrrrirufi  I'rttxitfr  (hrsnprnKr  by  (\ipt.  Ihimfi/niru 
fc//)  cinipr'/s  ilir  C/ir^niuuihr  ft  surron/rr,  nful  tnhrs  nwny  the  dr^irtiii. 
rivr^dmotfon  of  ViYsiiicnt  ./(;//i^»v.v)w  t>t  Cofisr^iirmr  oftlii'^  dttarh,  afi(/  ne- 
gntfni'i)7>  %vHh  (.'*/'nt  Ihitnin  to  ohtniii  reporuli  >n  fov  the  ivsult  nnil  iii- 
juty  >-v9lainc<i.  Thi^foi-hirrnnrr  (,J'//ir  Urttish  Ministij/  roiiif'hud  %i'ilh  c  i  - 
tvcmejcnlouxff  i;)wai'ih  thr  Vvilcil  Stnlr^.  tpjiDitifmritt  of  Si\\  .Iakifr  IIjimi  v 
I'mu:  titthf  (^ovrtvnictit  of  l.ou'<  r  CnufKta.niiif  to  Ihr  Mi/ftitiy  I'omnini-.it  nf 
Tifitifh  S'orth  America.  MiHtnry  ami  Cuif  sHiiolion  of  1  oieir  Ciihittfn  o» 
his  arrival  at  (,'?/r/>.r  i«  Oftobcr  1807.  r..rlraorifiiiiirt/  po/icy  of  the  I'nitrit 
Ktat^D.  The  Congress',  hi^  reennimfrxlation  of  Presiiirnt  Jc(fei-mi7u  /(.'v  nn 
y.mlxrrgn  on  al!  Amcritan  ve-se/s,  limt  prohihitu  infeirourse  by  la  ml  amf 
inland  laviu^ation  ii'ith  Uritish  y.irth  America  K'J'ectn  of  this  I'lnhartro 
and  no.i'intcixoiirne  on  the  trade  of  Cana<la.  Infli/v  of  America?/  proihice 
and  capital.  -Thf  Americavn  res.ifting  to  Lower  Cnnada,  expose  the  defctli 
of  tit  latrs  and  institutionn,  in  glaring  colors,  stimulating  the  J'\tecutiv^ 
to  attempt  improvement.  J'ninfh  Session  of  the  Vrovincial  Parliament.  - 
Jeeount  of  f  he  Speech  of  the  (iovtrnor  (General,  Addresses  of  b  tth  Houses,  - 
Fir.it  direct  deviati  m  from  the  Constitution,  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  in 
re  fusing  to  admit  n  rgpectable  Jew,  F.^ehiel  Hart,  elected  a  Memhc'rfor  the 
Bororgh  of  Three  liivrrs.  Reflections.  Second  deviation,  less  reprehensible, 
of  excluding  by  tin  Act  v/  the  Legislature,  h'is  Majef^i/'"  Ju.itices  of  the 
King^s  lieneh,  from  Seat.t  in  the  Housf  of  Assembly.  Th&  Hill  passed  for 
this  purpose,  refected  by  f hi  TjCgis/ative  Council. —First  direct  attempt  of 
the  Uou.ie  of  Assembly  on  His  Maje.tti/'s  Prerogative,  as  to  granting  or  sell- 
ing the  l\'a.<!te  Leinds  of  the  C"own.  —  rrrrgulfir  Proceedings  of  the  Ma- 
joritt/lo  attain  their  purpose.  — The  Quorum  reduced  from  17  to  II  Members. 
—  Urgency  of  Petitioners  for  various  Enactments,  i-hiejly  connected  with 

Commerce.  —Uevirw  of  various  Acts,  p(t.i.tcd  this  Session Rejlections  on  the 

admission  of  foreign  coins,  ns  n  part  of  thf  circulating  medium,  and  a 
teitder  of  payment  in  .i  Jhitish  Colony.  —Opinion  on  the  best  mode  of  esta- 
blishing the  inspection  of  Staple  Articles  of  Colonial.  F.xp.}rtation.--The 
Commercir, I  projects  introduced  this  Ses.<iion  criticised  ,•  with  an  account  of 
their  con.<tefuences,  under  the  influence  of  the  old  French  Laws,  when  after- 
vtai'd.s  tuluptcd.  — Intercourse  between  Quebec  and  the  Ihitish  IVest  India 
Islands, — The  iMcal  I^g  islaiure  having  refused  co-operation,  the  '  'crchants, 
bjsf  means  of  an  Agent,  obtain  from  the  Imperial  Parliament  som^  beneficial 
regulations  of  Trade,  in  the  intercourse  hetueen  Quebec,  Fermuda,  and  for- 
eign  European  Varts.—Jhe  Governor  (Senear s  Speech  at  the  end  of  the 
Session.— The  fate  of  the  fourth  Provincial  Parliamcntf  contrasted  with  that 
of  sonu  suc'^eedinr^  Parliaments, 
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|{i;|-(»HK  )1(v-s<'iil»iii!^  tlic  |»rn(.^»css  of  llio  fitiil>itif»ii'?  INTajority  of  fli(! 
MoMsr  ol'  A-4S(inl)ly  iii  llic  (liird  ScMsioii  olllic  ('oiiifli  iVoviiu  iiil  I'ur- 
li.iiiiciil,  it  will  he  csiu'diciil  In  icsmiic  lliosc  n-iiifiiks  on  tlir  stiitc 
iiikI  'IVirlc  nlllic  IVdviiire  (id'ccfol  hy  llic  wiir  in  l',nr(i[ic,  mmiI  iIk;  |»«»- 
Im  yol  ll,(<  Uiiilcd  Sditc*^,  wliicli  Ctiiinfry  was  flicii  under  llic  I'lcsidtncy 
of  (l»r  ((  inpni  i^illl;  inid  H|MCul!i(iv('  |{  ('|iMlili('iMi,    'I'lunmis  .Irfl'i  isnn. 

In  nnr  srvcnili  ('li;i|)(f'i,  we  icinailvcd  (liiit  cxfcinid  rirciinishinci* 
iiiid  icliiliitns  liiid  (lii(Hv  iMi-^nicntcd  fhr  A^ricnltiiri;  aixl  Conumrcd 
ol  l/uwcr  CiHindii,  inxl  fliiil  flir  liOcnl  (i(»v(  rnnicnt,  an<l  more  particu- 
l.nly  (Im-  I  Inline  of  Asscrnlily,  was  little  calcid.itcd  to  take  advatita^^o 
III  siiel)  ciicinnKtances,  and  to  promote  tliime  oUjeefs,  even  by  re- 
ni(»viM;r  ohstnn  lions  to  the  march  of  I'onwneree  and  the  pro<^re><;  (»!' 
Settlements,  in  this  Province.  ]/<tvver  (Canada,  chiefly  wasteland  hm- 
pritdm  live,  owes  its  partial  advancement,  nnder  every  disadvantage, 
in  the  r[jii)ls  u/' infii,  iv/imii  the  i'trii(li  ('(iiKitlidn  Lriilrrs,  xvilh  uiijiiiu- 
i.ijilnl  (Hiilncih^,  lutvc  Intdidcdds  sh  (tinkers  and  iiilnidrm. 

Ill  the  comse  of  the  year  iSOfi,  the  events  and  policy  of  the  war  in 
l',nrope  had  an  exiriiordinary  edect  upon  the  Trade  of  this  Province; 
wiiosi'  ex|>ortal)ii'  pro(hiC(;  was  yearly  anfj;mented  I»y  the  iidhix  ofthc; 
i'lonr,  Provisions  and  Ijimher  oi  the  rapidly  improving  Arru'rican 
.Settlements  on  Lake  Champlaiii  tmd  on  the  lliver  JSt.  Lawrence,  an 
««'ll  ashy   the  smphis  pro«hice  of"  Upper  I'anada. 

\(t/i(dc()n  HoiKiparlr,  who  had  hitely  assnmed  the  imjiosing  titlcf? 
of  Enijinar  of  I'rance,  Kiiifi;  of  Itulij,  ^'Ct  signahscd  cv(.ry  htep  in 
his  progress  towards  universal  I'jnpire,  by  new  Decrees  against  the 
'J'ra(h!  ol"  (ircat  liritain,  encU-avonring,  at  hist,  to  destroy  her  ('oni- 
niercial  Intercourse  with  the  Ccmtincnt  of  Kurojie,  even  through  the 
nu'diuMi  of  the  Ships  of  the  United  States,  and  of  ol'ier  neutral 
powers,  thus  involving  the  <U.'structi()n  •;''  all  Maritime  Commerce 
with  that  of  (Jreat  Britain.  At  this  period,  his  increasing  influence 
over  the  other  J'ofentates  of  Enroj)e,  began  to  aUirm  the  (iovern- 
nient  and  (Capitalists  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  Ministry,  dread- 
ing the  hostility  of  the  Northern  Powers  of  Europe,  determined 
on  giving  the  most  decisive  encoiuagement  to  the  enifiloymerit  of 
capital,  in  furnishing  Masts  and  'I'imber  for  naval  purj.oses  from  the 
C'anadas,  and  the  other  Provinces  of  Hritish  North  America,  which  ar- 
ticles were  ena(!ted  to  be  admitted  duty  free,  while  the  permanent  and 
war  duties  on  Foreign  Timber,  wv;re  greatly  increased.  The  Capi- 
talists eagerly  seized  this  opening!;  f"or  the  employment  of  money ; 
and  facilitated  the  erection  of  Saw-mills,  and  other  establisliments 
connected  with  the  Lumber  Ti'ade  iti  the  Canadas,  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick.  Quebec,  henceforth,  became  the  resort  of  many 
hundreds  of  Vessels  making  regularly  two  voyages  outwards  and 
homewards,  creating  such  a  demand  for  Lumber,  Labour  and  IVo- 
vi-.ions,  as  conrpletcly  changed  the  monotonous  routine  of  previous 
trade,  both  inland  and  forci;;n.  If  the  Pruvincial  Legislature  had 
been  so  composed  as  to  have  seconded  this  general  movement,  the 
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facilities  of  clearajicc  and  Hettloineiit  would  have  given  n  new  face  to 
the  whole  Country  : — if  the  inHuence  of  French  and  I'eudal  Laws 
had  been  mitigated  at  this  peculiar  crisis,  the  surplus  population  of 
the  Seigncmies  would  have  inn'tated  the  enterprising  Settlers  of  New 
Hampshire  and  New  York,  establishing  their  home  in  the  woods,  and 
reaping  those  benefits  which  an  anti-conunercial  policy  still  chicHy 
confines  to  the  enterprising  population  of  British  origin,  settled  in 
U|)per  Canada,  and  on  the  frontiers  of  the  neighbouring  States. 
INKantime,  however,  the  in(lirv.'ctbenefits  derived  by  the  French  Can- 
adians from  the  effects  of  the  war,  and  this  new  branch  of  conuDcr- 
cial  j)olicy,  were  as  great  as  they  were  unexpected.  Even  the  pro- 
duce of  their  unscientific  agricultural  industry  and  manual  labour,  if 
husbanded  with  intelligent  economy,  would  have  accumulated  a  last- 
ing fund  of  capital  and  comfort ;  but,  as  will  hereafter  more  clearly 
appear,  the  great  majority  of  this  vain  and  thoughtless  people,  be- 
came wasteful,  dissipated  and  indolent,  in  proportion  to  the  teni|)ora- 
ry  increase  of  compensation  for  their  labour,  caused  by  the  exten- 
sion of  Commerce. 

When  an  American  Labourer  has  an  opportunity  of  saving,  out  of 
the  wages  of  his  labour,  even  less  than  the  moderate  sum  of  one 
hundred  dollars,  he  will  alone,  and  unaided  by  associates,  venture  in- 
to the  forest  and  make  a  home  there,  contending  against  all  the  dif- 
ficulties of  incipient  settlement.  He  looks  always  forward,  calcula- 
ting and  contriving  his  means  of  conquering  the  wilds  and  extending 
the  circle  of  cultivation.  His  enjoyment  is  chiefly  in  anticipating 
the  consequences  of  his  industry;  and  he  perseveres  from  youth  to 
old  age,  in  reflecting  r*.  the  past,  and  speculating  on  the  future,  ra- 
ther than  enjoying  i..c  ,; 'esent  hour.  These  habits,  which  partly  be- 
long also  to  other  branches  of  the  great  British  Family,  form  an  in- 
teresting contrast  to  those  of  the  French  Canadians,  who  present  the 
characteristics  of  an  old  and  corrupted  society,  in  a  new  Country, 
requiring  the  vigilance  of  Priests,  and  the  power  of  Feudal  Superi- 
ors to  keep  them  in  order,  and  prevent  them  from  becoming  wild  as 
the  aborigines  of  the  Country.  We  forbear,  however,  to  extend  the 
comparison  ;*  and  we  shall  only  venture  to  assert  that,  this  Province 
will  never  be  extensively  settled  by  French  Canadians,  unless  their 
Leaders  can  be  induced  to  consent  to  facilitate  their  combination 
wi^h  Emigrants  and  others  of  British  origin,  possessed  of  that  pecu- 
liar energy  and  courage  which  can  alone  brave  the  difficulties  of 
clearing  lands  at  a  distance  fiom  the  Banks  of  large  Rivers  commu- 
nicating with  Sea  Ports  and  Commercial  Towns,  and  remote  from 
the  aids  and  comforts  of  civilised  Society.  Till  this  desirable  com- 
bination take  place,  we  shall  invariably  find  the  capital  occasionally 

*  Oil  the  subject  of  the  contrast  between  Frenclimcn  ar«f  Americans,  we  beg 
leave  to  reftr  our  enquiring  readers  to  the  pliilosophic  French  Traveller  Volney, 
who,  in  hi"  Views  of  America,  has  prcsentfd  an  interesting  picture  of  th«  progress 
of  Settletnents  in  the  Forests  of  the  United  ijtales. 
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spread  among  the  French  Canadians,  either  dissipated  in  luxurious 
indulgence,  or  left  unemplo-e'l,  or  at  best,  applied  to  enhance  the 
value  of  the  lands  about  th.  /imeval  Forts,  Churches  and  Con- 
vents, round  which  thei/  continue  to  rally  in  ivnr  and  in  peace. 

While  the  extending  Commerce  ah-eady  mentioned,  was  furnishing 
a  Market   for    Agricultural   and    other    IVoduce,    the   efforts  of  the 
Amtrican  Settlers  beyond  the  Seigniories,  and  the  American  Citizens 
on  the  Frontiers,  to  forward  sui)plies  of  Cattle,  Hogs,  JVovisions  and 
Lumber,  were  extraordinary,   and  completely  astonished  the  French 
CuniuUans,  who  could  not,  without  the  powerful  influence  of  a  com- 
petent, intelligent  anil  harmonious  Legislature,   change  their  heredi- 
tary routine  of  labour  and  amusement.  They  were  not,  however,  inat- 
tentive to  the  scenes  passing  around  them ;  thei/  saw  the  benefits  derived 
by  Foreigners,  and  were  envious  of  their  pros fvrily,  thoiigh  not  emulous 
of  their  industry.     This  spirit  naturally  extended  from  the  great  bo- 
dy of  the   Electois   to  their   Representatives ;  the   Majority  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  will  soon  appear,  therefore,  extremely  jealous  of 
every  Legislative  Measure,  calculated  to  facilitate  the  competition  of 
the  produce  of  the   Countries  beyond   the  Seigniories,  with  that  of 
their  own  Constituents  ;  and  this  jealousy,  of  what  they  will  call  the 
Agriculture  of  Foreigners,    will  be  accompanied  with  an   increased 
hostility  to  the  Merchants  who  pursue  this  transit  Trade,  so  interest- 
ing to  British   Shipping,  and  to   the   general    Commerce  of  the  Em- 
pire.    This  narrow  jealousy  was  likewise  afterwards  displayed  by  cer- 
tain speculative  Seigneurs,  who  had  established  Mills  on  an  extensive 
scale,  for  the  manufacture  of  Flour,  and  with  whose  profits,  the  sup- 
plies of  that  article  from  Upper   Canada  and  the  United  States  in- 
terfered. 

These  sketches  of  the  circumstances  and  prospects  of  the  Province, 
will  prepare  our  readers  for  the  appearance  of  energy  in  the  Admin- 
istration of  President  Dunn,  whose  Executive  Council  could  not  help 
feeling  the  influence  of  the  general  spirit,  which  British  Merchants 
and  British  Capital  diffused  throughout  the  Country. 

The  third  Session  of  the  fourth  Provincial  Parliament,  was  opened 
by  the  President,  on  the  21st  of  January,  1807,  with  a  Speech  to 
both  Houses,  which  began  by  referring  to  the  Act  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  which,  in  conferring  on  the  Province,  what  he  was  pleas- 
ed to  call  an  invvduable  Constitution,  hadt  enjoined  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  Legislature ;  and  His  Honour  also  referred  to  the  absence 
of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  as  again  imposing  upon  him  the  duty  of 
calling  tlie  Members  from  their  private  occupations,  ascribing  to 
theui  the  greatest  aeal  for  j)ronu)ting  to  the  utmost,  the  welfare  of 
V  e  Country.  After  intimating  to  the  House  of  Assembly  his  inten- 
u^nx  of  laying  before  them  Statements  of  the  Provincial  Revenue  of 
the  Crown,  and  of  the  Expenditure,  during  the  last  twelve  months, 
His  Honour,  addressing  both  Houses,  endeavoured  to  interest  them 
in  the  success  of  His   Majesty's  Arms,  as  connected  with  the  safer/ 
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at\(l  frnn<niilify  ol'  llic  IVovIiut;  but  lie  did  not  r( comimiid  a  siri,'ili> 
IMoiisiiru  of  ImpiovciiKMil  or  Difciu'c,  rxcipt  llii'  iciirwiil  ol'  llic 
trnnxiniry  Acts  I'or  the  rcmdalion  of  Alit-ns,  iind  tin*  pri'siTviitiDii  itl" 
His  iMiijrsty's  (iovcMiiinnif^  wliicli  \\iis  toiisidcicil  nitre  iiuilU'r  ol' 
lOiiliiuMM  I'xciy  Si'ssiim  diirin;:;  llu' war. 

Tlu'  Addi'cssi's  ol"  l)(>(li  Houses,  parlicidarly  llial  of  llic  l.ciiisla- 
(Ivc  Couiuil,  enlarji^i'd  on  lite  (opics  of  liie  Sjieecli  :  and  llio  Hoom; 
ol'  Assembly  eonfjratulaled  (lie  ritsident  on  llie  prolonuafion  of  lii.s 
Adnu'nistralion  dnrin!;  llie  absence  of  tlie  I-ieiileiianl  (iovenior,  as 
ailoriiinu;  bini  an  ()[)|)oittniily  of  ensuring  a  tribnie  ot  i^ratil ude  for 
his  public  conduct. 

A  C'oiuniittve  liaving  been  appointed  on  ibe  expirin<j:  I.aus,  Hills 
for  liieir  eonlinuance  w  cm'c  inlroilneed,  and  passed  uilb  lillle  disens- 
f^ion,  tlie  l^xeeutive  JKninj;  abandoned  llieir  usual  endeavoiu'  It)  ob- 
tain permanent  ciKU'lments  from  a  HtUise  of  Assembly,  nV/zV//  tcr/.s- 
oiubitioHS  of  rcndcr'nitx  l/tc  vr>  j/  existence  n/'  His  iSloJcstij's  ituvci  if 
vieni  tlej>cii(/eiii  upon  its  (iiniiKii  eiiacliueiits. 

This  Session,  tbe  rene«al  of  tbc  Act  for  appointing;  UclurniujLj  Of- 
ficers, alforiled  a  lit  o])poriUnity  for  remedying  many  allcdged  griev- 
ances connected  witb  tbc  l']leeliou  of  IMembcrs  of  llic  Ih)usc  of  As- 
scnd>ly,  tbc  (jualilications  of  Keturning  Ollicers  and  Voters,  ami  tbc 
places  of  EliHtion,  all  of  m bieb  were  provided  for  by  tlic  Act  passed 
this  Session,  after  mucli  discussion,  -l-T,  CJco.  HI.,  Cap.  ](>. 

N\'lule  tbc  Majority  of  tbe  House  of  Assembly,  during  tin's  and  fu- 
ture Sessions,  were  intent  on  extending  and  securing  tbeir  general 
nsccndancy,  we  Iind  tbe  Members  connected  witb  tbc  l'>xccutivc,  con- 
fining their  views  to  matters  of  local  convenience  or  individual  protit ; 
and  the  establisluuent  of  new  IMarket-houses  in  Quebec  and  Montro- 
al,  appears  to  have  cbietly  mono))olised  their  attention  during  this 
Session  of  tbe  Provincial  rarliament.  Acts  were  passed  for  those 
purposes,  without  exciting  much  discussion;  but,  in  their  execution, 
ihey  occasioned  niMch  obloquy  against  their  Promoters,  who  were 
asserted  to  have  been  actuated  by  motives  of  individual  interest  and 
electioneering  purposes. 

This  Session,  a  Law  was  passed  consolidating  the  Regulations, 
which,  under  a  temporary  Act,  the  Justices  of  Quebec  and  Montreal 
had  made  respecting  the  reciprocal  duties  of  Masters,  Apprentices 
.and  Servants,  which,  if  falpitatcd  in  its  execution  by  that  competi- 
tion for  employment,  which  is  found  in  old  Countries,  would  liave 
done  much  for  the  comfort  of  families,  and  the  advancement  of  the 
In'  -tbitants  of  the  Pr(>vincc  in  the  useful  arts. 

Tb"'^  .5:?(S!!)n  vps  distinguished  by  an  attempt  to  introduce  Assess- 
ments for  ih'r  support  of  the  Inlirni  Poor,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to 
suppress  PMhlJ!'  B'^'^gars  and  punish  Idle  Vagabonds.  This  Mea- 
S'trc,  Wiiich  looks  veil  in  tiieorv,  .vould  require,  however,  such  excel- 
lent "iav  ;gc)vi.ent,  ihai  it  is  prooably  fortunate  that  the  Majority  of 
the  Housf  iv'jic  fjund  iiiimu.  tl  to  it ;  as  indued  they  have  ever  bccii 
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'it  ;iiiv  llliii^  in  llic  sliiipc  d!"  dirccf  or  pcnlVluciit  laxiifion.    A 

liitc,  ill  A  ('(timli y    wlitrc  every  Iiulividiinl    wUliii}^'  to  work,  may  (incJ 

nn|)l(iviiieii(,  \v(jiil(|  he  a  piililie  eiie(itirii<i;eineiif  lo  idleness. 

I'ur  some  yi'His.  iiii  eNperinuMil,  liiid  been  palrmi/ed  by  tlip  Trnpr- 
ri.il  and  I'rovineial  (Jovernmeiil,  for  proniofiii!^  the  culliirt'  of  Hemp; 
and  this  year,  \\v  li)id  piildie  examph's  adiUd  to  precepts  and  rcwarcl^'.. 
( io>-einnieiil  secured  to  ihe  Ciihivator,  a  lair  remuiieraliiif^  price  in 
(!m'  l*r(ivi:icial  Alaikel,  and  ihe  Ihitisli  Society  lor  the  ciic(jin'a^f(> 
nuMil  of  lli(>  Arts,  had  ( stahlished  I'reinimnH,  both  Iionorary  and  pe- 
eiiniary,  in  I'avonr  ol"  an  iiii])rovi(l  cnltnrc  and  |)rcparali()n  ol'this  Ar- 
ticle, i'crsoiis  duly  (I'lalil'ied,  were  sent  to  the  I'roviiice  by  llu;  Co- 
lonial l)ej)arlinenl  ;  and  experimental  I'arnis  for  this  new  l)i-anch  of 
indtislry,  were  ordered  to  be  esfablished  in  each  District.  The  k\  s- 
Icm  ol'  Cnlhire  |)rcscribed,  wa.s,  hovve\er,  so  repu;;naiit  lo  the  care- 
less and  slovenly  h.ibitrt  of  the  peasantry,  that  this  costly  and  troii- 
blcsonu.'  cxperimcnL  was  Ibniid  inelliciint.  lo  infrodiice  a  new  .staple 
pnahiction,  which,  at  one  lime,  proniisi'd  to  liirni.sh,  in  tlic  varions 
stages  of  cidlivafion,  clcaniiif;  and  preparation,  for  a  l''orei;.;n  Market, 
extensive  ( inploymenl  to  Men,  Women  and  Children.  Under  every 
disconra^ement,  tin;  (lovernment  persevered  in  this  (h.'sperale  (\pe- 
riment ;  and  the  late  Comuiissnrij  Ciui  /cc,  so  zealous  for  ail  kinds  of 
improvement,  continued  to  be  authorised  for  several  years  to  oiler 
Foity-threc>  Pounds  ^Sterling  per  '['(>n,  for  any  rinantity  delivered  in  a 
clean  and  marketable  htute,  into  His  Majesty's  .Stores,  at  Montreal 
and  (^uel)ee. 

The  Maitres  do  Poste,  this  Session,  renewed  their  a|)])lication  for 
fiCi^islative  protection,  a<j;ainst  those  private  Indiv  iduals  who  interl'ered 
with  them  in  that  ref^ulated  monopoly  of  the  conveyance  of  Travel- 
lers by  land,  which  ,hey  had  loni;  enjoyed.  This  new  Act,  however, 
47j  Geo.  HI.,  Ca]).  5,  took  particular  care  to  prevent  the  conveyance 
ol"  the  j)ublic  Mails,  or  the  exi|^encies  of  llis  \Tajesty's  Service  from 
suHerinfT  by  this  mono|)oly,  which  was  farther  restricted  by  authoris- 
ing the  Justices  to  Ij'cense  other  persons  than  the  Maitres  de  Poste, 
who  should  stipidate  to  convey  'J'ravellers  at  a  reduced  rate,  tlu!i 
leaving  an  0|)ening  for  employment  to  Stage  Coaches. 

Notwithstanding  the  Irecpu'iit  Fires  which  had  atflieted  Quebt  c 
and  Montreal,  and  the  s[)reading  of  which  bad  notoriously  been  fa- 
cilitated by  the  lately  proscribed  prac((|^e  of  covering  the  lloo.  ^  of 
Houses,  in  those  Cities,  with  Shingles,  tliere  were  found  interc  ted 
persons  to  petition  for  permission  to  use  Sliingles,  pretending  that, 
when  washed  with  Lime,  they  would  be  found  less  liable  to  commu- 
nicate Fire,  than  Boards.  This  Petition  was  not  favourably  received, 
owing  to  the  strenuous  opposition  to  its  principles,  which  was  known 
to  exist  among  the  principal  Proprietors  of  Houses  in  Quebec  and 
Montreal. 

The  first   attempt  to  obtain  a  drawback    of  Provincial  Duties  on 
the  re-exportation  of  an  Article  which  had  paid  the  Duty,  was  made 
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by  Irvine,  Afacnaught  Sf  Co.,  this  Session,  in  which  that  rcsprctahic 
Firm  a|>|)i!irt'(l  to  be  sin^oiulrd  l)y  the  wl'ole  Mercantile  Interest; 
but  the  Majority  of  the  Mouse  ol'  Assembly  would  not  listen  to 
any  Prayers  (or  such  a  (U'cided  faeiiily  to  Connnerce,  as  the  I'e- 
tition  contemplated;  /jiit  ivilh  la^pcct  to  Diifirs  ivipnavd  hij  late 
lirilish  Acts,  the  Iiomli)i<x  St/stnn  q/f/rds  a  partial  rclir/  to  the  Mcr- 
clinnt  v^hn  had  been  systnnalienlli/  oppressed  hij  the  Fium-eiol  Vnuci- 
j)les  and  Practiees  of  the  Majnriti/  o/  the  House  of  AssemHif. 

On  the  '21th  of  February,  the  atten)|)t  to  give  pecuniary  compen- 
sation to  the  iVIcni]>i'rs,  was  renewed,  and  on  the  iblIo\\in{^  day,  the 
House  went  into  C'ommittee  on  the  subj(>cl  ;  when,  alter  a  long  de- 
bate, the  adherents  of  the  Kxecutive,  and  others  who  considered  such 
compensation  as  disrej)ulable,  and  as  calculated  to  lower  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Members,  obtained  a  poslj|)onement  till  the  Ist  of  July 
next. 

Much  public  business  was  transacted  this  Session,  which  was  com- 
paratively a  tran(juil  one,  distinguished  for  several  arrangements  for 
the  advancement  of  the  Police,  and  the  improvement  of  the  Domes- 
tic Econoniy  of  the  Province. — Vartjf  Spirit  had  vot  yet  exteuded  its 
ejects  to  destroy  social  iniereotirsc  hud.  jrood  ueighbonrhood. 

A  certain  degree  of  protection  was  giveri  to  the  Naval  Service 
and  the  Shipr'  -^  Interest,  by  the  Act  of  this  Session,  47,  Geo.  III., 
Cap.  9,  to  prevent  the  desertion  of  Seamen  ;  and  this  being  a  per- 
manent Act,  the  Executive  has  not  pressed  any  amendment,  fearing 
that  the  increasing  jealousy  of  the  Frtnich  Canadian  Majority  would 
replace  it  by  a  tem])orary  Act. 

J.  B.  Bedard  obtained  an  Act  this  Session,  granting  him  an  exclu- 
sive privilege  to  build  Bridges  on  a  certain  construction,  during  four- 
teen years,  instead  of  twenty-five  years,  as  he  lirst  prayed  ibr.  This 
exclusive  right  was  very  unpopular  ;  and  excited  a  very  general  re- 
luctance to  approve  of  any  such  modes  of  encouraging  the  Arts 
within  the  Province. 

The  Bills  to  facilitate  the  erection  of  a  Market-house  in  Quebec, 
and  an  additional  Market  in  Montreal,  employed  much  of  the  time 
of  the  House,  which  prolonged  its  Session,  by  a'.icnding  to  matters 
of  local  interest,  including  the  Incorporation  of  numerous  Citi/,ens, 
under  the  name  of  the  Quebec  Benevolent  Society,  till  the  16th  of 
April,  when  the  President  %avc  the  Royal  Assent  to  Sixteen  Acts, 
chiefly  temporary,  reserving  for  His  Majv^sty's  pleasure,  the  Bill  for 
Incorporating  the  Quebec  Benevolent  Society. 

His  Honour,  in  his  ''losing  Speech,  praised  the  disposition  of  both 
Houses  for  the  promotion  of  tlie  public  welfore,  and  strongly  rcKom- 
mended  t»  the  Members  to  carry  the  spirit  of  loyalty  and  attacl-.ment 
to  His  M.ajesty,  displayed  during  the  Session,  into  their  respective 
Counties,  inculcating  among  all  ranks  of  people,  obedience  to  the 
Laws,  and  respect  for  His  Majesty's  Person  and  Government. 
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So(»r)  after  the  IVnroRrition,  iMti'lli}!;tiKe  arrived  at  Qmc  hec  of  ji 
penenil  eliiingt!  in  the  Adiuiiiisfriilioii  of  the  Imperial  (Joveiniiienf. 
'I'he  Ministry  uliieh  was  ironically  called  "  all  the  Ta/fnfs,"  in  llicir 
clfrtrls  to  j)l(  ase  all  parties,  Iiad  altenipted  various  innovations  in  Lavi  s, 
rolities  aiul  lMnan(;es,  which  excited  the  jealousy  ol'  jnany  poweilul 
interests  hoth  in  ihe  United  Kiiu;il(nn  and  in  the  (lolonii'S.  To  di- 
minish the  aecinnulation  of  the  National  Deht,  heavy  war  taxes,  in- 
cludinfjj  an  increase  of  •he  Income  Tax  to  ten  per  cent,  ha<l  heen  ini- 
posi'd  ;  the  Navi|.ration  Laws  had  Ixen  relaxed  in  favour  of  l''oreiii;n 
Vessils,  and  the  Planters  in  the  Suf;ar  Colonies,  in  addition  to  (he 
pressure  of  the  new  War  Duties,  had  heen  deharred  from  the  supply 
of  Negroes,  by  the  aholilion  of  t'ne  Slav(;  Trade,  'i'he  whole  conr.se 
of"  the  Opposition,  headi'd  by  the  late  Mr.  Vox,  havin^f  pli(I<;cd  him 
and  his  as:-.ociat(\s  to  economy,  this  Administration  gradually  witl'held 
those  supplies  of  l>ritish  Treasure,  which,  durin{^  the  hilliant  Minis- 
try of  I'itt,  had  cneoura}:;ed  Austria  and  Russia  to  o|)pose  the  ambi- 
tion of  I"'rance  ;  and,  in  a  j;Teat  n)easure,  they  had  lost  the  allian<c 
and  co-operation  of  those  I'owers,  in  the  prosecutioM  of  a  just  and 
necessary  war  af^ainst  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  Thi'?  Administration 
niimht,  however,  have  s*ru;^gled  throu<;h  the  difficulties  of  domestic 
and  toreifrn  discontents,  if  they  had  not  incurred  the  deep  fr,j,'..a- 
sme  of  tluir  King,  who  was  personally  beloved  and  respecte.'  ic  Inn 
people.  An  attempt  to  diminish  the  securities,  devised  by  the  wis- 
dom of  our  ancestors,  for  th<^  protection  of  our  Protestant  (iovcrn- 
ini!nt,  alienated  from  this  Mini.stry,  tlu  afFecti(ms  and  confidence  of 
the  Monarch,  wl:o  could  not  be  reconciled  to  them  by  any  pleas  of 
expediiiuc}',  or  ostensil>lc  abandonment  of  their  formidable  project .s. 

In  the  nionth.i  of  March  and  April,  a  Tory  and  Anti-<:;allican  Ad- 
ministratior.  wa.s  formed,  containing;- many  Disciples  of  the  Pitt  .School, 
eager  to  recover  the  Foreign  Alliances,  and  to  carry  on  an  intermina- 
ble war  against  the  boundless  and)ition  of  the  Kuler  of  France ; 
whose  measvires  of  comnierciai  and  warlike  hostility  Mere  oj)|){)sed 
and  counteracted  'oy  all  those  means  which  wealth,  energy  and  inge- 
nuity could  devise  and  execute.  During  the  iatc  Admmistration, 
however,  Alcxiw^vi,  the  Empcroi  nf  Russia.,  disgusted  vvi^li  F2ngland, 
and  ambitious  of  adding  to  his  F^mpire  the  Turki^li  Provinces  on  the 
Danube,  was  lured  into  an  alliance  with  Bonavarlc,  and  into  a  co- 
operation with  him  in  his  continental  exclusion  of  the  (.'  jnnnerce  of 
England.  The  famous  I'reaty  of  'I'ilsit,  in  its  secret  articles,  com- 
prehended a  general  system  of  European  hostility  against  F^ngland  ; 
in  which  it  was  agreed  to  force  the  minor  powers  to  co-operate ;  and 
tlie  fortunate  disclosure  of  tiio.se  articles,  by  the  secret  agency  of  an 
individual,  to  the  British  Ministry,  induced  them  to  take  strong  mea- 
sures, disarming  Denmark^  tlireatening  Russia,  and  exliibiting  the 
strongest  jealou,':y  of  th?  conduct  of  al'  Commercial  riovcrmnents, 
including  that  of  the  United  States,  tvhich  continued  to  j),cscrve  the 
apitearanct  of  neiitrrdity. 
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Till'  pMUTfil  mrsisniTS  of  S'fipnfron.  nml  timrc  piirftciiliirly  lil><  I'cr- 
Jiti  tnul  otlu-r  Dcitits,  by  >>lii(  li  ho  hilil  d'clnri'd  nil  nnitiiil  Vessels 
j^Mod  prizes,  wliii  Ii  niifj:lil  Imvi'  toiulied  al  :u)\  I'orl  of  l''n;.'JiUid,  or  l;i- 
ki  n  l'",n};lish  pr^ptTty  o\\  Ixmrd,  forced  the  Ihitisli  (iiiveniiiK  iil,  in 
sell'deieiiee,  to  ristriet  iiixl  regidiile  llie  iiit<  rcoiirsc  l)el\vei'ii  I'imikc 
;iiul  ;dl  llie  luutral  I'ouers  en;4;n^ed  in  tin*  ffiiTyinj;  trade. — 'I'lieM- 
lU'ei  ssjny  measures.  iiitcMllred  uilli  lite  Ire*  dmn  ol'  Commeree  elaiiu- 
V{\  h\  llie  I'liiled  Stales,  and  the  dn[;nias  ol'  their  I'resideiil,  'J  /mnKts 
.ft/frrsoii,  ulu)  I'onnd  if  convenient  to  proelaini  the  principles  that 
**  i'lrr  S/i/ps  should  mtikv  Free  iinot/s."  Secils  ol"  lioslilily  wire  thus 
sown,  uliii  li,  I'ostcrcd  hy  piMinuni'nl  and  aciMdiiital  eanses,  ripciu  d 
centiial'.y  into  a  war,  invttlvins;  tlie  niarilinic  rights  of  (ireal  Urilain, 
an<I  ihe  e\istence  ol'  her  dominion  in  North  Aniirica. 

nurinij  the  year  iSOti,  and  pari  of"  I  SOT.  thi'  hostility  of  the  I'ni- 
ted  Slates  to  (Jreat  Urilain    had  heiMi  displayed,    by    prohihitin};-  Ihe 
importafion  of  certain    arlicle.s  ol'  her  manidacliu'c,  and  by  ihrouin!.; 
a  varii"ty  ol"  intpedinjcnts  in  the    way  to  prevent    the  esenise  ol'  In  r 
rights  to  the  sorvico  of  her  natural  born  Subjects.     The  (iovcrnment 
of  the  l'nit(>d  States,   professing  to  be   neutral,  was  bound  to  permit 
V(>ssels  of  War,  Ix'longing  to  (Jreat    Britain,    to  fre(|iu-nf    the  ("oasis 
and  Harbours  of  that  Country;  and  it  was  also  its  duly  to  ad'ord  that. 
hospiMlity  which  the  practic(M)f  civilized  nations  has  sanctioni-d       I(. 
was  iiLcw'sr  ati    csdablished    duty  of  a  neutral    towards  u  belliijcrenf. 
power,  to  facilitate  the  means  usi<d  by  tlu>  hittcT,  to  retake  Deserters 
iVoni  its  Naval  and  Military  Sirvice.  The  conduct  of  the  (iovcrnment 
of  the  I'nited  States,  in  this  resjicct,  was  extrctnely   defective;  and 
dosortion  from  ?he    I?ritish  Vessels  of  War,    on  the  American  Coast, 
was  not  only  com  i  cd  ;'  ,  hul  the  Drserlos   xvrrr  oa  visional  1 1/  odisttd 
nv}on<y  the    Crews  o/  American    Vessels   of  ff'nr.     An    extraordinary 
and  llagrant  instance  of  this  conduct  occurred,  and  was  made  known 
to  Admiral  Jierk/ej/,    the  Hritish    Naval  Conmiander   in  ^'liief  on  the 
Atlantic  Coast,   who,    acting  on    his  own    rcsponsibilitj',   ri>soIvcd  to 
give  a  decisive  check  to  a  practice,  which    encouragi-d    and  counte- 
nanced desertion  from  Hia   Majesty's  Service.     Having  received  un- 
doubted information,  the  correctness  of  which  was  afterwards  j)roved 
in  ojien  (^o.irt,  that  four  natural    born  British  Subjects,  who  had  de- 
serted  from  the  Halifax,  a  British  Sloop  of  War,  and  who  had  been 
identified  and  claimed  in  the  most  distinct  and   formal  manner,  were 
nevertheless  on   board  of  the  American    Frigate  Chesapeake^,  he  took 
measures  to  compel    their  delivery^      Captain  Humphries.,  command- 
ing the  Leopard,  a  Ship  of  fifty  guns,  accordingly  meeting  .'//r  Chesa- 
peake, commanded  by  Commodore  James  Barron,  on  the  '2;5d  of  ,Iune, 
1807.  who    had    proceeded  to  sea  on  the    morning    of  that  day,   dc" 
manded  the  Deserters ;  but  the  Conmiodore  denied  that  he  had  them 
on  board,  and  reti.scd  to  allow  a  search  for  them,  alledging  the  orders 
of  his  (Tovcrnment  ^o  the  contrary.     On  receiving   tiiis  answer,  Cap- 
tain Humphries,   who  had   given  to  the   Commodore  a  copy   of  the 


>-»    ■:    *i 


i;,'nljii1\  Ilis  r.rr- 
I  iHMiliiil  VcsciIh 
f  l"ii!.',h»n«l,  111-  l;i- 

(lovcnmu  lit,  ill 
-  bi'lwtrii  Inline' 
•r  tiiitlc  — 'I'Ih-m' 
,'()\nuirrcT  cliiiwi- 
ri'sitU'iil,  'I  li  mil  as 
I?  piincipli's  tlnit 
ostility  >viiT  lliiis 
il  fiuiscs,  riiu'iiril 

of  (iiial  r.rilaiii, 

•il. 

utility  of  i1h>  I'ni- 
y    lutiliiliitiii};  I'll' 
,  and  by  <l»i«)wii.,i; 
hi'  f\t'rciso  ol"  litr 
The  (iovt'innu'iit 
s  bouml  to  i>cnnit 
'Hm-nt  thi>  (%iMsts 
Inty  to  an'onl  that 
as  sanctioiu'il       It 
varils  a  bfUigcrcnt, 
)  ri'taUo  Deserters 
)rthe  (M)V(>n»ment 
Iv    (liiective;  ami 
:  American   Coast, 
crusUmaUif  etilhlnl 
An    extraordinary 
'  was  made  known 
,'!•    iii  <  'hiei'on  the 
bility,   resolved  to 
Wed    and  countc- 
Lving  received  un- 
aiterwards  proved 
Roots,  who  had  de- 
[and  who  bad  been 
}inal  manner,  were 
Uicsapat/xe,  he  took 
\j)/irirs,  covumand- 
-nee ting  .'//<*  (V;r.sv7- 
\  the  '23i\  of  .lune, 
(if  that  day,   de-« 
that  lie  had  them 
ledging  the  orders 
this  answer,  Cap- 
re  a  copy  of  the 


,x.l 


OK    I.OWr.R    CANADA. 


lO'J 


Admiral's  orders,  resorted  to  lorce  ;  and,  alter  firing  several  broad- 
sides, and  killiii!.''  and  u-oiinding  hinet.ceii  of  the  (!hesiipeiiki''s  Crew, 
obliged  her  to  strike  her  eolotirn.  A  party  iVoin  the  J<eo|>in(l  tlieii 
eaiiie  on  boiod  ol  (lie  Chesapeake,  niiistcnd  the  remaioiiig  Crt  \v, 
I'oinid  and  identified  the  lour  Deserters,  and  look  them  awjiy.  As  nny 
be  supposed,  Captain  Miniipliries  di'elined  tiiking  possession  ol'  tlu! 
ChesapCidie,  uliieh  Vessel  was  permitted  torelnni  to  I'ort.  'Ilii-.  ac- 
tion, combined  with  previous  causes  ol'  excitemcut,  produced  I'cclin^s 
ol"  sliaim  and  indignation  in  tlu'  breasts  ol"  the  great  body  ol"  tin: 
American  Citi/.ens,  who  were  tlenl"  to  all  the  n*asons  which  might 
b.ivc  p.illialcd  the  insult.  'I'lie  po|)ulur  voice  demanded  immediate 
Nciigcaiicc;  but  the  I'lesident  was  neither  willing  nor  prepared  to  gi» 
to  e\ticniitics.  He,  however,  by  I'rnclamation,  int<  rdicted  lbiti>li 
armed  Vi's^ils  from  entering  the  wafers  of  the  Cnili'd  States,  and 
obtained,  \'\o\u  His  Ibitannic  Majesty,  a  prinnpt  disavowal  ol'  the  act 
of  Ailmiral  Bi'ikley,  with  a  Sj)ecial  Missi(»n  for  the  purpose  of  agree- 
ing upon  a  suitable  reparation  for  the  insult  and  injury  which  had 
bcin  inflicted,  iiuluding  a  provision  for  the  sup|)orl  of  the  families  of 
thosi-  nun  who  had  been  killed  and  disabled  in  the  unfortunate  ren- 
counter. 

We  have  stated    these  particulars,    as  bearing   upon    the  alfairs  of  * 
this  Province,  and  producing  tlu>  appointment  of  an  enterprising  (Jov- 
eriun-  in  Chief,  a  short  j)eriod  of  extraordmary    prosperity  in  tht;  Ca- 
nadas,    and  a  remarkable   epoch  in    the  and  itiou  of  the  Majority  of 
the  House  of  Assembly. 

'I'he  uncertain  relations  between  the  British  and  American  flov- 
(>rnments,  and  the  vicinity  of  the  British  North  American  I'rovinces 
to  the  United  States,  induced  the  ne'v  Ministry  to  send  to  (iuehee  a 
(lovernor  (icneral  of  im'litary  reputation  ;  and  J.initriiunt  (icnrral  Sir 
James  Henri/  (Uaia;,  who  had  begun  his  career  in  the  American  Re- 
volutionary War,  and  distinguished  himself  in  every  quarter  of  the 
world,  arrived  on  the  21st  of"  October,  1S()7,  and  opened  his  Com- 
mission and  took  the  oaths  of  Office  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month. 
He  found  the  Military  AHairs  of  the  Province  well  administered  i)y 
Mdjiir  (Hcnr.ral  BrncL;  Conujiander  of  the  Torees,  during  the  I'resi- 
vlency  of  Air.  Dunn  ;  but  Civil  and  Legislative  Hi;  siness  was  much  in 
arrear.  The  Militia  had  been  regularly  reviewed,  and  the  drafts,  au- 
thorised by  Law,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  had  taken  place  ;  but 
the  Legislature,  during  two  years,  had  done  little  more  than  debate 
and  resolve  on  a  variety  of  subjects,  ivit/iout  providiiitr  /or  the  rx- 
ijj^frncics  of  a  Commcrcinl  Colony^  so  pccnliarlij  situated  ivith  rcfcrcnca 
to  Vppcr  Canada  and  the.   United  Slates. 

In  the  latter  country,  the  temporising  character  of  President  Jeller- 
son  meditated  a  most  extraordinary  dis[)lay  of  what  his  fellow-eiti/en.-i 
calli:d  ^"restrictive  energi-s"  against (Jreat  Britain  and  France  ;  whose 
mutual  hostilities,  as  air  !ady  mentioned,  interrupted  that  com|)lete 
ircedoiu  of  American  Commerce,  which  liis  ideas  of  natiunal  iiidepea- 
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donee  rcciulrcd.  Instead  of  citlior  clmosing  his  party  and  declaring 
war,  or  permitting  the  enterprising  conunereial  citizens  to  arm  their 
vessels  iMul  have  a  chance  ot"  still  enjoying  nuich  foreign  trade,  this 
philos()i)hic  ruler  prescrihed  a  temporary  retirement  from  all  nuiritinie 
intercourse ;  and  accordingly,  at  his  suggestion,  and  to  the  utter 
aniaztnient  of  the  civilised  world,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  coujuiencement  of  the  iSession  in  Decend)er,  ISO?,  laid  an  Em- 
bargo upon  all  American  vessels,  and  soon  after  prohibited  all  inter- 
course by  land  and  inland  navigation  with  the  Canadas  and  other  Ihitish 
American  Provinces.  At  first  it  was  supposed  by  the  Merchants  re- 
siding in  this  Province,  that  this  digtiijicd  retirement,  as  it  was  ironi- 
cally termed,  could  not  last  many  weeks  ;  but  when  these  practical 
men  found  that  the  Philnsnphcr  was  obstinate  in  support  of  his  new 
theory  of  coercing  the  belligerents  by  rcatrictive  etier<ri/,  they  began  a 
variety  of  speculations  on  an  extensive  scale ;  in  which  they  were  se- 
conded by  an  active  contraband  trade,  carried  on  between  the  frontier 
settlements  of  both  countries.  American  produce  and  capital,  from 
New  York  and  the  Northern  States,  were  poured  into  this  Province 
for  many  months;  and  the  Exports  from  Quebec  to  Great  Britain  and 
to  the  West  Indies  in  the  year  1808  were  double  the  accustomed  value. 
But  consequences  of  greater  importance  than  the  extension  of  Com- 
merce arose  from  this  activity  of  intercourse.  The  keen  and  discrimi- 
nating eyes  of  the  Americans,  resorting  for  Commercial  purposes  to 
this  Province,  discovered  and  expos<>d  the  vices  of  its  political  Con- 
stitution, and  the  effects  of  its  domestic  economy.  The  public  prints 
tverc^jillcd  with  remarks  upon  the  bad  roads,  the  want  of  accommodation 
for  travellers  and  speedy  transport  hij  land  and  water  for  merchandize 
in  Canada.  The  inconveniences,  of  French  Laws,  Language,  and  a 
tenure  of  lands,  forming  such  a  contrast  to  the  situation,  improvements 
and  nnlicipntions  of  the  United  States,  were  ever  recurring  themes  for 
writing  and  conversation.  The  new  Governor  General  and  his  Executive 
Council  could  not  help  feeling  the  influence  of  these  discussions  ;  and, 
notwithstanding  previous  failures,  Sir  James  Craig's  Administration 
renewed  the  attempt  of  Legislative  and  general  improvement,  attended 
however,  with  much  trouble  and  little  success. 

The  fourth  Session  of  the  fourth  Provincial  Parliament  was  open- 
ed on  the  29th  January  1808,  by  the  Governor  General,  with  a  long 
i^pecch,  which  chiefiy  dwelt  upon  the  warlike  exploits  and  energies 
of  Great  Britain  and  'he  benefits  which  had  accrued  to  the  Province 
from  its  connection  with  that  powerful  Empire.  The  recent  arrival  of 
His  Excellency  at  Quebec,  his  infirm  health,  preventing  his  personal 
examination  of  the  Country,  and  its  inhabitants,  induced  him  to  speak 
in  ratlier  general  terms  of  its  situation  and  circumstances  ;  but  the  tone 
of  His  Speech  gave  reason  to  expect  that,  both  in  his  Civil  and  Mili- 
tary caj  icitics,  he  would  act  with  vigor  and  decision.  He  alluded  to 
the  unpleasant  discussions  and  fruitless  negotiations  which  had  taken 
place  between  His  Majesty's  Government  and  that  of  the  United 
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States,  cxprcssinf^  a  h()i)c,  however,  that  (hehciu'ricial  intercourse  be- 
tween two  nations  of  the  same  race  and  origin  couUl  ndt  he  long  inter- 
rupt(!d.  In  the  present  uncertainty  olfhe  resnlt  of  negociation,  he  ex- 
pressed Ills  salislactioii  at  the  tokens  of  h)yaUy  wliich  had  been  disphiy- 
eil  in  tlie  Province,  by  the  Militia,  and  the  niassot'the popnlation  ;  and 
he  h)oked  forward  with  conhdcnee  to  prt)ols  of  attaclnnent  to  His  INla* 
jcsty's  Governnitnt  in  the  day  ot"  trial,  liow  soon  or  whenever  it  niigliL 
arrive.  His  I'^xcelltncy  next  recommended  a  revision  of  the  Mihtia 
Laws,  witli  the  view  of  rendering  them  more  suitable  to  the  present 
circinnslances  and  prospects  of  tl»e  IVovince.  Addressing  the  House 
of  Assemhly,  His  I'^xeelleiicy  said  that  he  would  lay  belore  that  body 
Statements  of  ihj  Provincial  Revenue  of  the  Crown  and  of  the  Kx- 
pe'.ulitnre  for  the  last  twelve  months.  Addressing  both  Houses,  His 
l{,xccllcney  stated  his  intention  of  hastening  the  ere(  tion  of  (Jaols  lor 
the  Districts  of  (Quebec  and  Montreal  ;  and  he  cndeii  his  Speech  with 
some  remarks  upon  the  duties  of  those  who  are  called  to  legislate 
ibr  p,  free  people. 

The  Addresses  of  both  Houses  were  perfect  echoes  to  the  Speech, 
blended  with  repeated  compliments  to  His  Excellency  on  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  (jovermnent  of  this  Province,  and  to  the  extensive  Military 
Command  of  His  Majesty's  Forces,  in  British  North  America.  All 
this  dattery,  on  the  j)art  of  the  iNIajority  of  the  House  >f  Assemhly, 
will  appear  however  only  a  cloak  to  their  encreasing  ambition,  which 
during  this  Session  coidd  not  help  discovering  itself  in  a  variety  of 
\vi\ys,  proving  that  the  Constitutional  Ads  xcuiild  i::  practice  be  jiuil 
barriers  to  their  enryu.acJimcnts. 

Passing  by  some  matters  of  routine  and  local  concern,  to  which  wo 
shall  afterwards  return,  we  now  hasten  to  review  some  Constitutional 
questions,  which  the  House  of  Assend)ly  took  upon  itself  to  settle  with 
a  degree  of  egotism  and  presumption  which  astonished  every  unpre- 
judiced and  disinterested  spectator.  Our  political  Hypothesis,  rest- 
ing chiefly  upon  an  ascribed  a;  iI)ition  in  the  Erench  Canadian  Ma- 
jority, of  exclusive  d(imination,  will,  in  our  opinion,  receive  much  proof 
and  illustration  from  their  coiuluct  in  some  partieul,  ""s  tl'is  Session. 
The  first  measure  against  the  Constitution  was  a  Resolve,  carried  by 
a  Majority  of  21  to  5,  ^Uhat  Kzckicl  JIart,  Esquire,  prtifessin'-^  the 
Jcivish  Religion,  cannot  take  n  sent  imr  vote  in  this  House."  This  ex- 
pulsion was  equally  contrary  to  the  Constitution,  and  to  other  Acts  of 
the  British  Parliament,  which  had  conferred  all  the  rights  of  British 
Subjects  upon  all  Jews  who  might  have  rosifled  seven  years  in  any 
British  Colony.  JNlr.  Hart  was  not  only  a  oative  of  Canada,  but  also 
a  person  of  unblemished  character;  and  the  pretention  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  to  exclude  him  was  necessarily  viewed  by  his  Constitu- 
ents and  by  the  Executive  as  highly  unconstitutional.  This  Resolve 
of  the  House  was  also  calculated  to  alarm  all  those  Colonial  Subjects 
who  deprecated  the  introduction  of  a  religious  test  or  qualification 
fur  a  seat   in    the  Assembly  ;    and    we   can  only  account  for  the 

P 


I' 


J 


SMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-S) 


/. 


1.0 


I.I 


1.25 


Ul    12.5 


K 


..  -,.  I 


2.2 


■yuu 

m 

1.4    11.6 


V] 


^ 


/ 


^% 


'/ 


M 


Hiotographic 

Sciences 

Corporation 


23  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  N.Y.  MS80 

(716)  872-4S03 


iV 


qv 


^ 


rn>^ 


^ 


\ 


Q> 


'^J^ 


^.  ■i^' 


■%^ 


fill 


'm 


lOG 


i> 


tW 


roLiiHAi,   A\\;j.«; 


[ 


ciiAr. 


succors  of  tl)is  cncroacIimcMif,  by  supposiiif;  tluit  the  iinp'  rtnnce  of 
a  priiicipU'  was  not  siifficicntly  apprcciiittd  by  tbt*  great  b«!<ly  of  Sub- 
jects of  IJiitisb  ori'i^in,  whose  dearest  interests  h ere  ojjpo^Kl  to  tlie  |)re- 
tcnsions  of  the  rrcnch  Canadian  Majority  of  tbe  House  of  Assembly. 
s,  The  next  unconstitutional  measure  was  the  Hill  introduced  by  Mr. 
Bourdagcs  for  disabling  Judges  from  sitting  and  voting  in  the  I  louse 
of  Assembly,  which  Bill  was  pased  on  the  4th  March,  by  a  Majority 
of  17  to  8,  and  sent  for  concurrence  to  the  Legislative  Council  ; 
where  it  was  unanimously  rejected,  as  unconstitutional ;  after  a  long 
discussion  of  its  character  and  consequences,  in  which  the  late  i\ir. 
De  Loihbiui;  re  bore  a  consj)icuojis  part. 

Having  shown  a  desire  to  introduce  a  religious  test  as  a  quali- 
fication for  a  se.it  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  the  Majority  next 
proceeded  to  interfere  with  His  Majesty's  Prerogative,  and  t(»  dic- 
tate to  the  Sovereign  by  what  means  and  by  what  description  of  per- 
sons the  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown  should  be  settled.  On  Thurscay 
the  24th  March,  it  was  resolved,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ikdard,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Taschereai;,  "  That  this  IIouxc  will,  on  Momlan  next,  resolve 
**  itself  into  a  Cumnutfee  of  the  whole  House  to  take  into  consideration 
"the  alterations  it  may  be  expedient  to  establish,  touching  the  nature 
*'  and  consequences  of  Grants  In  Free  and  Common  Soccage,  and  the 
"precautions  necessary  to  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  Cruvon  Lands 
"being  settled  by  strangers  professing  principles  inimical  to  those  ne- 
**  cessary  for  preserving  this  Country  to  His  Majesty's  Empire." 

To  facilitate  further  proceedings  in  this  proposed  regulation  of  His 
Majesty's  Prerogative,  it  was  resolved  on  the  28th  March,  by  a 
Majority  of  11  to  ,5,  "  That  for  the  remainder  of  this  Session,  ElE' 
"  VEDJ  Members,  Mr.  Speaker  included,  shall  be  a  competent  quorum 
"  to  proceed  in  the  despatch  of  public  business." 

On  the  1st  April,  the  House  in  Committee  renewed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  of  the  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown ;  but  no  Bill 
founded  upon  the  Resolves  was  introduced  this  Session. 

We  now  return  to  the  ordinary  and  less  characteristic  proceedings 
of  the  Members,  during  a  Session  when  the  accumulation  of  public 
business,  and  the  urgency  of  Petitioners  for  new  laws,  produced  no  less 
than  thirty  four  Acts  on  the  Statute  Book  of  Lower  Canada.  Several 
of  those  Bills  were  of  great  commercial  utility;  as  1st,  The  Bill  intro- 
duced 8th  February,  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  weights  and  rates 
at  which  certain  Coins  shall  pass  current  in  this  Province,  and  for 
preventing  the  falsifying,  impairing  or  counterfeiting  the  same.  This 
measure  was  calculated  to  meet  the  consequences  of  some  alterations 
in  the  regulations  respecting  the  Currency  of  the  United  States,  which 
Country,  having  gradually  increased  its  national  coinage,  began  to 
reject  all  cut  and  light  foreign  coins,  which  were  poured  into  Can- 
ada by  speculators.* 

•   It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  no  siil)j(>ct  at  present  is  more  deserving  of  the  con- 
aideration  of  the  Legislatur*  than  tlie  invans  uf  replacing  thu  dufuccd  and  impaired 
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2n(l.  A  Bill  to  rr^rtilafe  the  Lumber  Trade  nns  also  a  rcry  necessa- 
ry measure  which  h:i(l  (or  several  Sr-^sions  been  petitioned  for  by  the 
Ah'rcliants  of  U|)j)er  Canada  as  well  as  by  those  of  the  Lower  I*r<»- 
v'nce.  The  Act,  as  iinally  passed,  was  considered  objectionable,  in 
sill«vving  Connnission.s  to  be  granted  to  persons  in  the  employ  of  the 
great  Lumber  Merchants  in  Quebec.  Various  amendments  have 
since  taken  place  ;  but  we  think  that  the  experience  of  the  intelligent 
citizens  of  New  York,  should  long  ago  have  suggested  to  our  Legisla- 
ture the  expediency  of  establishing  o;/<?  Inspector,  authorised  to  appoint 
Dcpntie  ,  and  made  responsible  for  their  conduct.  This  principle  nu'ght 
be  usefully  applied  in  regulating  the  Inspection  of  Potashes,  Flour  and 
Provisions,  and  would  prevent  that  hurtful  competition  among  our  In- 
spectors, which  has  long  tended  to  lower  the  standard  of  qualities,  and 
depreciate  the  comparative  value  of  Canadian  Produce  in  the  Markets 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  the  West  Indies,  &c. 

Among  the  Counnercial  projects  and  euquiries  of  the  Session  which 
were  postponed,  we  shall  mention  the  Bill,  introduced  by  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson, for  the  establishment  of  a  liank  in  Montreal.  The  House  pro- 
ceeded no  farther  in  this  nieasiu'e  than  to  go  into  Couniiittee ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  indefatigable  efforts  of  its  friends,  renewed  in  the 
the  next  Parliament,  the  Bill  was  finally  postponed.* 

This  Session  furnishes  the  first  instance  of  an  enquiry  into  the 
state  and  relations  of  the  intercourse  between  Quebec  and  the  West 
India  Islands.  The  regulation  of  trade  depending  chiefly  on  the  Im- 
perial Parliament,  the  House  did  not  ajipear  disposed  to  interfere 
even  by  Address  to  His  Majesty  ;  and  the  Merchants,  forming  them- 
selves into  Committees  in  Quebec  and  in  Montreal,  made  applica- 
tion through  a  private  Agent  in  London,  and  obtained  from  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  decisive  encouragement  to  the  intercourse  between 

Silver  Coins  wliicli  circulate  among  our  ignorant  peasantry,  by  British  Coins  of  pro- 
per weiglit  nnd  standard.  The  longertliis  measure  may  he  delayed,  tiiu  greater  will 
be  the  loss  to  the  Province  ;  for  we  cannot  suppose  that  individuals,  or  even  the 
Banking  Institutions,  should  be  saddled  with  th«  expense  of  the  proposed  reform  in 
the    Colonial  circulating  medium. 

*  Ten  years  aftfrwards,  when  a  private  association,  consisting  almost  entirely 
of  Merchants  of  British  origin,  had  made  a  successful  experiment  in  Banking  bu- 
siness, the  Legislature  was  induced  to  grant  Acts  of  Incorporation,  with  the  usuhl 
privileges,  to  one  Bank  in  Quebec  and  two  Banks  in  Montreal.  Much  opposition 
was  made  to  these  measuies,  not  merely  by  persons  hostile  to  Corpomiions  of  Colo- 
nial origin,  but  also  by  those  who  dcprecaUd  the  establishment  of  Banks  btftre  that 
of  Register  Offices,  considering,  will)  much  appearance  of  reason,  that  the  security 
and  other  objects  of  the  former  institutiotis  could  not  be  attained  without  the  latter. 
Events  have  rather  approved  this  opposition  ;  and,  partly  from  the  want  of  Uegister 
Othces,  partly  from  the  ignorance  of  the  great  Majority  oftheFrenchCanadians,  limit- 
ing the  circ'jlation,  besides  other  defects  peculiar  to  this  community,  the  Stcckholdirs, 
more  particularly  of  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  hear  an  ample  share  of  the  (reiieral  losses 
which  occur  by  Bankruptcies,  Mortgage  frauds,  and  otiitr  «vils  which  yi-arly  increase, 
and  threaten  to  destroy  that  con fideucu  between  man  and  inuii,  which  is  the  basis  of 
public  and  commercial  credit. 
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Quebec  and  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  by  the  Act  id,  Geo.  III.  Cap. 
16,  besides  the  redress  of  many  minor  grievances,  and  the  removal  of 
inconveniencies  attending  the  intercourse  between  Quebec  and  foreign 
Ports  to  the  South  of  Cape  Finisterre,  in  Europe. 

The  Act  for  the. Trial  of  Controverted  Elections,  was  passed  this 
Session,  being  48,  Geo.  III.  Cap.  21,  already  alluded  to.  This  Act 
was  afterwards  repealed  by  the  Act  .5,  Geo.  IV.  Cap.  5,  which,  con- 
solidating and  modifying  previous  enactments,  gave  full  scope  to  that 
principle  of  universal  suffrage,  which,  under  the  present  Constitution, 
will  always  secure  to  the  French  Canadians  an  overwhelming  Majority 
in  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature  of  Lower  Canada. 

The  limits  which  we  have  prescribed  to  ourselves  prevent  our  de- 
tailing the  variety  of  Acts  passed  during  this  busy  Session,  which  was 
closed  on  the  Hth  April ;  when  the  Governor  General  spoke,  in  high 
terms,  of  the  zeal,  moderation  and  dispatch  displayed  by  the  Members 
of  both  Houses.  His  Excellency,  alluding  to  the  encreasing  number 
of  the  foes  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  the  uncertain  relations  existing  with 
the  United  States,  strongly  enjoined  upon  the  Representatives  re- 
turning to  their  residences,  the  duty  of  correctly  informing  their  Con- 
stituents of  the  difficulties  existing  and  in  prospect ;  fortifying  their 
minds  with  that  courage  and  loyalty  which  should  distinguish  those  to 
whom  was  entrusted  the  preservation  of  the  many  blessings  enjoyed 
under  the  protection  of  His  Majesty's  Government. 

Thus  ended  the  fourth  Parliament,  dying  a  natural  death,  a  peace- 
able fate  denied  to  several  of  its  successors.  Besides  the  general  prin- 
ciple that  excessive  ambition  leads  individuals  and  public  bodies  to 
final  destruction,  we  shall  be  able  to  alledge  particular  causes  for  the 
short  existence  of  various  Houses  of  Assembly  of  Lower  Canada, 
without  being  able  to  assert  that  the  punishment  inflicted  produced  re- 
formation or  even  repentance  in  the  Constituents  and  Representatives. 
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CHAP.  X. 

A.  D.  1S03. 

Tijlh  Provincial  Parliament. —Pre! iminnr if  remarks  iip-in  that  rising  OH^^ar- 
i:hy,  which  the  vicious  principles  of  the  C  institution  rendered  a  ./eccisar^ 
evil,  Jtr  the  support  of  Rritish  Ascendancy.— Comp-r^iti^n  of  this  O/i-^ur. 
chy,  and  of  the  Quebec  Junta,  more  utrictltf  connected  with  the  Fxccutivc. 
— Jieuiewof  the  si/mpt:>ms  of  the  increaain'j^  hostility  of  the  French   Ca- 
nadian Majority  to  this  Junta.  — The  Majority  ednblish  the  Cu'iadie;/, 
a  French  Scwspaper,  to  counteract  the  iiuebec  Mercury,  an  F.?f.:liih  Xew.-.- 
paper,  devoted  to  British  principles  and  improvements.— Conduct  of  the 
Canadien  and  of  its  Patrons  and  Contributors.— P.oth  the  Mercury  and  the 
Canadien   recommended  to    Writers  on  the  Ad  mi  niat  ration  of  Sir  Jama 
Craig.  — Violence  of  the  Canadien,  when  Mr.  Panet  lost  his  eleclijii  as  one 
of  the  Members  of  the  Assembly  for  Quebec  — The  Governor  (;ercral  dismisses 
Mr.  Panet  from  his  command  in  the  Militia,  vn  acount  of  his  support  of 
the  Canadien  Newspaper,  and  his  general  hostility  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment.— The  Governor  General  now  openly  opposes  the  Leaders  of  the  French, 
Canadians,  and,  in  this  situation,  necessarily  becomes  the  head  of  the  liri- 
tish  party,  and  prepares  to  redress  the  grievances  of  His  Majesty's  Subjects 
of  British  origin. — Review  of  those  grievances  i;i  the  Tnunships  under  the 
English  Tenure,  and  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Parishes,  under  the  Feudal 
Tenure. — First  Session  of  the  fifth  Provincial   Parliament.— Mr.   Panet 
re-elected  Speaker. — Speech  of  the  Governor  General  to  btth  Housa,  describ- 
ing the  uncertain  relations  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  State'. — 
His  Excellency  alludes  to  the  favorable  stimulus  giun  to  the  industry  of  the 
Province  by  the  American  Embargo. — He  recommend;  that  some  lauu  ..hould 
be  devised  for  the  permanent  encouragement  of  the  industry  th  us  excited.—  lie 
gives  his  opinion  that, notwithstanding  the  prosperous  state  of  the  Provinc.:, 
internal  jealousies  existed,  requiring  a  harnuniou-:  co-operation  betio.'e:* 
the  different  branches  of  the  Legislature. — Addresses  of  both  J!ou.ic.;.—Abjr- 
tive  attempt  oj  the  Majority,  in  the  Address  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  to  dis' 
prove  thcexistence  of  internal  jealousies. — Reflections  on  this  attempt  i  anil 
on  the  supposed  neglect  of  previous  Administrations  to  state  those  jcalohsiei 
and  their  permanent  causes  to  Hii  Majesty's  Imperial  Govern, uent.  — Party 
spirit  interferes  with  the  routine  business  of  the  House  of  Assembly  ;  the  Ma- 
jority of  wh  ich  bend  their  whole  force  to  destroy  the  Oligarchy. — They  renew 
the  attack  on  the  right  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Kin,^'s  Bench    to  be 
Elected  Members  oj  the  House  of  Assembly.— The  proceedings  on  this  sub- 
ject assume  a  Revolutionary  character,  by  the  attempt  of  the  Majority  t) 
expel  the  Judges  at  once,  instead  of  renewing  the  Bill  for  their  exclusion  — 
This  attempt  defeated  i  and  the  Majority  revert  to  the  Conslituti^na!  pro- 
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r'filini  l>y  Vi'l.  I'lfKifl  I'art.  fii,'  Jew,  re  c.rpelfrfl  Stnh-  iflhr  I'mrh)- 
riiif  Hfvrinie  atiil  F.xpi'.'uh'ttirf,  rrffriwil  I'lV  t/ir/irt  time  1 1  ii  .Sjuriii/  dnn- 
miUer  of  the  Ihtisc  of  .is.inith'j/.  -  Cnutrt  ft/tfih  tr'i'iTurf,  imit  of  thr  nubtf- 
q.'tent  attrmpt  1 1  obtain  *>ie  ctntrnu/  it f  the  w/m/c  rfrciiiir,  invlmliiix  the 
proiliice  uf  ta.iYi  <:riiitin}f  brfire  the  Con^titiifi/n.  Fii.tt  .statr/iient  uf  Im- 
ftitts  tiitd  l'.xpjrt*.  lii^intiil'orfitn  of  the  (iuverrmr  (.'etieni/  with  the  cha- 
tiicter  a/itt  cjiiiiurt  of  the  Mnjtrifi/.  Ilis  Spetch  I'rinrt^iiiiiii  the  Leiiitla' 
tine,  tt'iil  iiitiiHtilinif  fiin  intention  to  (tisnutve  the  lhu.se  of  .hueiiih/i/.— 
lie  terfi  um  iiput  the  iniiti/ilif  of  repented  i^i.isth/ti  nm,  insteart  ofn/i  r.ver. 
cine  of  the  ri^ht  of  the  Imperial  I'ar/iii'iie/it  tudiiicinl  the  Coiintituti'tisa!  Act. 


In  our  procodirijj  Chapters,  \vv  have  Iia«l  fVnincnt  occasion  to  allmlo 
to  tlu"  coinmciiccnu'iU  t)r  vticfcusoi'  an  Olifjarchy  in  tin.'  (Jovcrnincnt 
of  Lower  Canaila,  wliicli,  if  (irmly  cstablisiud,  wonid  have  enabled  the 
Coinilry  to  ve<;etate  in  trantjnillity,  but  wonid  never  have  been  essen- 
tially useful  in  Anj;lifyiii|;  the  Province,  and   in  renderinj^  it  a  Hrifish 
Colony  in  /mi,  as  it  had  been  for  half  a  century  in  iimm:     This  Oli- 
jiaiehy,  besides  the  ICxecutivc,   consisfe«l  of  the  Majority  of  the  Le- 
gislative Coinicil,  the   Members  of  which  body   were   appointed  for 
lite  by  His  iNLijesty,  with  the  same  unrestricted  Prerogative  as  is  ex- 
ercised,  in  the  United    Kingdom,    in  the  creation   of  Peers  of  the 
Reahn.     Another  part  of  the  rising  Oligarchy,  consisted  of  tlie  fvw 
Executive  Councillors,  Judges,  Crown  Lawyers,  and  other  Officers  of 
the  Government,  who  had  obtained  seats  in  the  House  of  Assembly. 
The  third  and  most  eflicient  part,  might  be  denominated  the  Compo- 
site, consisting  of  Members  of  the    other  parts,  forming  a  private 
Committee  or  .funta,  having  an  extensive  correspondence  throughout 
the  Country,  and  exercising  no  small  influence  over  the  Clergy  and 
other  important  classes  of  the  Community.     This  Junta,  from   the 
nature  of  its  composition,  its  location  in  Quebec,  and  its  strict  con- 
nection with  the  Executive,  had  considerable  sway  in  the  Courts  of 
Justice  ;  and,  being  the  only   Association  which  would  tolerate  the 
smallest  innovation  upon  the  French  and  Feudal  Laws,  its  power  was 
generally  supported,  or  at  least  not  reprobated,  by  the  Merchants 
and  Inhabitants  of  British  origin.     This  anomalous  body,  which,  how- 
ever modified  by  circumstances,  must   always  exist  under  the  pre- 
sent vicious  Constitution,  so  long  as  British  ascendancy  or  influence 
shall  not  entirely   depend  upon  Military  Force,  had  been  a  constant 
object  of  jealousy  to  the  French   Canadian  Majority  of  the   House 
of  Assembly.     This  jealousy   was  at    first  evinced   by  preventing 
any  person,  suspected  of  attachment   to  the  Junta,  from    becoming 
ihe  Speaker  of  the   Assembly;  next,  by   severely  scrutinising  all 
Measures   proposed   by  the   Legislative  Council,  and  by  persons  of 
British  origin,  declaiming  against  them  at  public  meetings  for  elec- 
tioneering or  other  purposes;  and  lastly,  in  the   year  1806,  by  esta- 
blishing a  French  Newspaper,  called  the  Canadien,  with  the  combined 
views  of  calumniating  the  Executive,  the  mediatorial  Juntai  with  its 
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Hrili.'h  Adherents ;  and  holdiiii;  \ip  the  House  of  AsMenihly  as  the 
only  ln»<|y  worthy  of  the  «<in.'i(liiire  of  |!ic  *»  S'ltion  ('(tiiadinuic." 
Tills  Nc\vspH|)»r,  nnukiiij;  a  new  cpoeh  in  Canadian  politics,  eollected 
facts  and  dociinicnts,  old  and  new,  for  the  express  purpose  of  dislort- 
in/^  them,  and,  hy  falsi-  analog  lis,  niiskadini;  the  i};iiorant  peasantry, 
whose  ears  were  refolded,  in  cvciy  eorner  of  the  Country,  hy  appoint- 
ed readers  of  (he  Canadien,  or,  as  it  was  8<)nu'tiines called,  the  Xn- 
tioiuU  M luilor.  Amonj^  the  Doeiinunts  pidiiished  and  conimented 
npon,  in  this  vehicle  of  nn^npresentation  and  abuse,  was  a  letter 
written  by  the  lute  (Jciieral  Murray,  s<K»n  after  the  (!onipiest,  in  eon- 
Keiptencc  of  a  (piarrcl  between  that  imprudent  (iovernor  and  the  Ihi- 
lisli  Si'ttlirs,  tilled  with  the  most  passionate  complaints  against  them. 
This  letter  was  not  only  adopted  by  tla;  Canadien,  as  containing  a 
true  statement  of  facts,  but  also  as  exhiliiting  a  correct  view  of  the 
character  of  the  Merchants  and  other  Settlers  of  Ihilioii  origin,  in 
the  year  LSOT;  when,  instead  of  a  few  army  followers  and  transient 
ailventnrero,  the  I'rovince,  and  more  particularly  its  Cities,  contained 
thousands  of  Ihitons  of  unsullied  reputation,  ivho  had  hccn  the  principal 
inipruvers  of  the  Government,  /tgricii/lure  and  Commerce  n/'  the  Colo 
ni/.  Distortion  of  facts  and  calumny  against  the  local  Authorities 
were,  however,  blended  with  hypocritical  professions  of  loyalty  to 
the  King,  and  conlidenee  in  the  Imperial  (iovernnsent,  who  were  al- 
ways represented  as  friendly  to  the  ascendancy  of  the  French  Cana- 
dians, and  to  the  full  developcment  of  a  Constitution,  which  insured 
to  the  latter  exclusive  domination  in  Legislation  and  Finance.  Mean- 
time, the  Quebec  Mercury,  a  Newspaper  begun  in  the  year  180.5,  de- 
voted to  British  interests,  and  employed  in  exposing  the  intolerable 
grievances  inflicted  by  FVench  Laws,  Feudal  Burthens,  and  a  House 
of  Assembly,  which  had  founded  its  encroaching  power  npon  the 
j)rejudices  of  an  ignorant  population,  watched  and  liarassed  the  march 
of  the  Canadien  with  a  zeal  and  persevering  spirit  which  render  its 
pages,  and  those  of  its  rival,  interesting  studies  to  all  writers  on  the 
Administration  of  Sir  James  Craig.  During  the  election  of  Mem- 
bers for  the  fifth  House  of  Assembly,  in  June,  1808,  the  disappoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Panet,  in  his  expectation  of  being  re-elected  a  Member 
for  the  City  of  Quebec,  ascribed  to  Executive  intrigue,  jjroduced 
such  opprobrious  violence,  in  the  jiages  of  the  ('anadien,  as  drew  the 
attention  of  the  Governor  to  the  conduct  of  that  Paper  and  its  ac- 
knowledged Patrons ;  Mr.  Panet  being  one  of  those,  and,  from  his 
long  occupation  of  the  office  of  Speaker,  considered  a  person  of  in- 
fluence in  the  Assembly  and  among  the  Constituents,  was  deemed  a 
flt  object  of  Executive  disapprobation  ;  and  it  was  naturally  suppos- 
ed that  his  disgrace  would  be  a  'varning  to  the  more  obscure  oppo- 
nents of  the  Government.  He  was  accordingly  dismissed  from  the 
oifice  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  Militia,  accompanied  by  a  i'ew  of  his 
known  adherents ;  and  the  Governor  condescended  to  order  this 
Measure  to  be  privately  explained,  as  being  the   consequence  of  the 
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sodillous  t(  lulciu'V  «'f  liis  B}>eci'lu's  niul  writing's,  in  tlio  CdtuuVicn 
Nt'\vs|)ii|)«T.  Sir  .laiiU'S  ('niij;,  >viili  cliinattcrislu-  lirninrss,  now  took 
liis  stjnul  n^iiinst  the  LcaiUr.s  of  llic  I'lrncli  C'antulians  ;  nnd,  liav- 
in<;  luui  liino  to  nsciitain  that,  mulcr  thu  present  Oonslitiition  and 
iirciuMstanti's  ol'  l-ower  Canada,  no  (Jovernor,  in  hiti  civil  rapacity, 
is  able  to  bahnicc  contendini;  parties,  he  (h'ew  to  his  stanihnd  tiie 
INIeri'hants  and  other  Inhal)itants  of  British  ori|;in  as  the  principal 
means  ol'  preserving  British  aseendaney.  I'Voni  his  new  and  coni- 
niandi'i};  p. 'sit ion,  he  now  reviewed  the  state  of  the  Conntry,  and 
perceived,  \>ilh  sorrow,  the  ntuitiplied  grievances  oC  the  IJiilish  po- 
pidalion.  particularly  in  the  Townships  under  the  ICnglish  Tenure. 
Tlie  Oiiuarehv,  not  only  from  the  private  interests  oi'  part  of  its 
lMend)ers,  but  also  Irom  the  less  exceptionable  motive  of  kccpiiiir  tip 
ilic  anptorauce  of  iufcnial  lotH'ord  anil  traiit/iii//ili/,  had  uniforndy 
«l:se(iuriiged  the  open  expression  of  discontent  on  the  part  of  the  Iri- 
liabitMiUs  of  lirilish  origin  in  the  Seigniorial  Parishes,  and  in  tiiu 
I'.nglish  ToH  n.sliips  of  J.ower  Canada  ;  and  it  is  siill  a  matter  of 
dnuht,  whether  the  Imperial  (lovermnent  had  previously  been  inform- 
ed of  the  ii'Munerable  evils  inliicted  by  the  C^onstilution,  in  connec- 
tion with  I'rench  J.aws,  upon  a  purl  o/  the popn/alioii,  n'/iich  pcciili- 
art  If  virrita/  //v  proteclion  and  /oslcring  care.  The  Settlers  in  the 
Tow  nsliijis,  hampereil  in  their  eliorts  lor  injprovement,  by  the  absurd 
and  luntl'ul  location  of  two  sevenths  of  the  lands  as  Crown  and  Cler^ 
gy  lleservea,  in  scattered  lots,  languished  upon  partial  unconnected 
clearances,  throughout  the  forests,  tvil/iaiil  a  si iig/e  voice,  in  the  House 
ol'  As:imUij,  to  proclaim  their  rii^^hls,  represent  their  grievances^  or 
snc::iest  vicaii:i  of  rendering  them  reciprocalli/  usefuly  by  roads  of  eom- 
niuiiicalion.  At  this  ))criod,  iiuleed,  their  communications  with  Quc- 
lu'c,  'I'luee  Rivers  and  Montreal,  were  hardly  practicable  ;  nnd  they 
were,  in  a  great  nieasure,  debarred  I'rom  the  benelits  of  C'ivil  Gov- 
ernment anil  the  adnnnistration  of  justice:  hence,  the  public  duties 
of  the  Subjects  of  free  Ciovcrmnents  being  strictly  connected  with 
the  enjoyment  of  rights,  these  unlbrtunate  Settlers  were  gradually 
pinking  into  a  state  of  lawless  and  reckless  alienatioji  from  the  rest 
of  the  IVovince.  The  situation  of  the  IVotestants  in  the  Seigniorial 
Parishes  and  Villages,  though  not  intolerable,  was  attended  by  nu- 
merous inconvenieneief',  calculated  to  discourage  the  resort  of  British 
Emigrants  to  Lower  Canada.  Incontrovertible  facts,  and  the  ac- 
knowledged tendencies  of  human  nature,  give  reason  to  believe  that 
Protestants  were  never  cordially  welcomed  by  the  Majority  of  the 
){omish  Clergy;  their  freedom  from  the  obligation  to  jiay  tythes,  af- 
forded no  desirable  csaniple  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Parishioners, 
>vhiie  their  disregard  of  holidays,  processions,  and  other  customary 
observances  encroaching  on  time,  co"ld  not  fail  to  excite  the  jea- 
lousy and  envy  of  all  who  perceived  the  fruits  of  uninterrupted  in- 
dustry. Their  education  and  prepossessions,  equally  hostile  to  feu- 
dal burthens  and  French  lav^  s,  rendered  them  troublesome  vassals  to 
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llir  Siii;iiriir^,    |i;n  lit  iilaily  to  lliofc  ol'  I'rcnch    ori;^in  ;  wIiohc  banal 
ri};hls,  Mnitiil'tiii  lines,  anil  privilejjed   claims,  w(  re  liv(|uent  causes  of 
♦'spensive  and  ruinons    lili]u';ilioii.     Tlic  tli.s:i|;reen  «'iit.s    thus    excited 
from  previously  existing  causes,  were  ii;;;;iavati'd  by  some  recent  re- 
};ulati<ms    of  the    l'n»vinciul  I,«|j;islature,       The    IVofestant,    for  in- 
Ktan(;e,  mij;ht  desire  to  obtain  a  license  lor  keeping  a  Tavern  or  House 
of  iMitertaimuent.     l''or  this  purpose,  it  was  re(|uiri(l  by  Law  that  he 
should  present  a    ccititicate  of  j^ood  conduct    and  character,    sij^ned 
by  the  Kector  and  Wardens  of  that  Church,  whidi  he  neither  rever- 
enced nor  supported  ;  but  the  notorious  i'ait  may  be  reailily  believed, 
that  such  a  certificate  was  often  relused  under  various    pretexts  and 
pleas,    which    the  Courts  of  (Quarter    Sissions,    and    the    i'rotestant 
claimant  could  not  speedily  obviate  and  dismiss  ;  diiliciilfles  and  jea- 
lousies also  arose  I'rom  the   circumstance  of  there    being  established 
by  law,  a  distinction  between  Ihitish  and  (.'anadian   Militi.i.     Ihit  wu 
pass  from  these  to  a  more  serious    inconvenience,  and  cause  of  dete- 
rioration, in  the  religion   and  morals   ol'  the  small    parties  of  I'rotes- 
tants  scatteretl  through    the  Seigniories.     Their    distance   from  Pro- 
testant Churches,   rendered  the  celebration  of  Matrimony,   the  bap- 
tism of  Children,  and  the   interment  of  the  Dead,  with  due  solemni- 
ty, expensive  and  diilicult ;  it  being  often  necessary  to  take  a  journey 
of  fifty  miles,  going   and  returning,    for   tiiose  purposes.     A  compe- 
tent and  impartial  Legislature  would   have  obviated  these  inconveni- 
eiicies,  either  by  empowering  Magistrates  to  celebrate  matrimony  and 
establish  burial  places,  or  by  the  less  exceptionable   measure  of  faci- 
litating  the   license   and    jonipensation    of  Missionaries  to   baptise 
Children,    solemnise   Marriages,  and   administer   periodically   religi- 
ous consolation  and   instruction  at  different    stations.     These   priva- 
tions continue  to  be  notorious  at   the  present  day  ;  and  it  is  needless 
to  add  that  the  House  of  Assembly  has  done    nothing  to  relieve  this 
interesting  portion  of  Ilis  Majesty's  Subjects,  tc/ir;,  nevcithrlcss^  under 
even/  disadvantage,  persist  in  Jiirnishing   occasional  examples  (tf  sue- 
ccss/'ul  industry  to  the  French  Canadians. 

Those  remarks  on  the  Minority  of  the  population  of  the  Country, 
will  best  serve  to  account  for  some  unwelcome  allusions  to  internal 
jealousies,  made  in  the  (lovernor's  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  the  new 
Provincial  Parliament ;  w  hich,  after  an  unusual  delay,  was  summon- 
ed to  meet  for  the  despatch  of  business,  on  the  10th  of  April,  1809. 

The  House  of  Assembly,  which  contained  several  new  Members, 
including  Mr.  D.  13.  Viger,  and  Mr.  Louis  Joseph  Papineau,  proceed- 
ed, by  command  of  the  Governor,  to  elect  a  Speaker.  Mr.  J.  A. 
Panet  having  been  proposed,  some  conversation  took  jilace  as  to  th^ 
probability  of  his  being  rejected  by  the  same  personage  who  had  re- 
cently dismissed  him  from  his  high  rank  in  the  Militia  ;  and,  with  the 
alledged  view  of  avoiding  so  painfid  an  exercise  of  the  Prerogative, 
Mr.  Justice  Dcbonne  proposed  Mr.  D.  B.  Vigera&  Speaker,  eulogis- 
ing his  knowledge  of  the  laws,  h's  independence,  and  industrious  ha- 
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l»il,'  (>f  InisiiH  .;: .       I  Ik  M;ii"!ity  Imwc  v(  i  rc-ilt  rlt  <1  Mr.  I'niNf,  wluini 
llic  (invcrncr,  lltnni'Ii  in   nuitstiii'd  trrnis  :ni(I    in   a  <•(  Id   (iKiiiiur.  ;»)•- 
jTovt  «l.     'I  he    Scssiim  \\;is  (lirn   opt  tiitl   l)y    Ilis   I'xri  Ilcncy,   uillia 
S|Mtrli  lo  |ii>tli  IIoicH'N,  wliicli  niliii|.'i(l  ii|»iMi  the  Hiroiirn  luul  donirs- 
lir  nliaiis  «  f  llii-  riovim-f.  iuit!  liis  (iisoiiif  tlit  int   of  llic  wmlikr  ix- 
plniis  ortlriaf  nrilain.    lie  statfd  tlu-  piotractt  «1  nci^otialions  lH't>\(i  n 
His  >Iaji''f\  and  llu  (lovtinuiint  dl'llt'  Vnittd  States,  and  ^avc  liis 
opinion,  tlial  tlu'  coursp  oCdiscusi^ioii  at.d  |)i-opoKid  ineasmcs  ol  l1  c 
lalfi  r  indicalt-d  no  spordy  adjnstninit.    Tlic  I.inhar<:o,  so  injiiiions  lo 
tlir  citi/cns  ol' iliat  I'omitry,  liad  bot'n  ritnovtd  ;    l)iil   ('oii};rf!'s  l.ad 
sid»slilnti'd  lor  it  an  act  of  n<>n-interci>ursi'  aj^'ainsl  l)olh(ir<at  riiilain 
and  I'Vancr.  to  taKo  plai'i*  on  tlio  'Jf)(Ii  May,  and  continni'  in  loni' 
until  tlu'  ol)n(>\ions  di'cii'os  of  Napoleon  and  the  Orders  in  Conneil  ol" 
His  iNIiijesty  shonltl  lie  ainudlnl,  /";/  so Jiir  as  Ihn/  fi/l'rcta/  l/ir  Viiilnl 
Stales  ;  the  inl(  leoinse  to  be  lestoretl  with  eaeh  p<>>ver  iininnliati'ly 
niter  the  promid|.i;atI(Mi  olsneh  annnlniiiits.    With  this  uncertain  prcs- 
pcct  l)crore  till  Ml,  Ilis  I'.xeellency  ri'coniinended  the  renewal  ol"  the 
temporary   Acts,  lor  the  ri-gulation  of  Aliens  and  the  prcservatiim  of 
His  Majesty's  (Jovernnient.     Alhulinj^  to  the  Spanish  lievohitioii,  the 
I'.nii^ration  of  the  Koyal   Family  oi  I'ortiigal  to  the  Ih;i/ils,  and  the 
share  wliidi  His  A'ajesty's  Army  and   Navy  had   in  those  important 
events,  His  l''\cellency  ( on^rratulateil  Ixith  Houses  on   the  brilliant 
xiiMoiy  (>r  VinuMia,  and  the  subsequent  retreat  of  the    Forces  of"  the 
Tyrant  of  I'Vance  (rom  Portuijal.     Addressing;  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, he  pronnsed  to  lay  before  it  Statements  of  the  Provincial   Ue- 
viiuie  ol' the  Crown  and  c-f  the   Expenditure  during  the  last  twibe 
montln  ;  anil  he  next  called  the  attention  of  both  Houses  to  the  ree- 
tiliealion  of  an  accidental  error  in  an  Aet  of  the  preceding  Parliament, 
for   the  relief  of  the  insane  and  the  support  of  foundlings;  the  conse- 
(juenees  of  which  error  lie  had  obviated  on  his  own  responsibility.  His 
I'ixeellency  then  ailverted  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Province  ;  and  re- 
commended that  the  stinmhis  to  improvement  given  by  the  Ameri- 
can I'jubargo  should  be  followed  up  by  measures  of  domestic  legisla- 
tion,  for  the  permanent  encoin-aj^ement  of  that  industry,  which  had 
been  called  forth,   by  external  and   fortuitous  circumstances.     After 
this  important    recommendation,    His  li!xccllency  proceeded   as  fol- 
lows : — *'  \oUf  Gentlemen,  ti7/o  are  eolUxtcdJrom  all  parts  of  the  Pro' 
*'  vince  must  be  sensihle  ofitsjlourhhin'^  silualiou,  and  of  ihc  happi- 
'*  ncss  ciijoyed  by  a  people  unrestrained  bj/  any  control  but  that  of  the 
"  /<ni'v,  -Ki-hic/i,  enacted  by  their  on'»  Representatives,  can  solely  be  direct- 
"  ed  to  their  bencjil  and  to  thg  advaneoncnt  ofthcirjyrosperity.     These 
"blessings  will  b'.  nnulterably  insured  by  the  dilfusion  of  a  spirit  ofhar- 
"  nxony  and  concord,  the  cultivation  of  tvhich  is  more  especially  called 
"  for,  from  those  nho  have  the  happiness  <)f  the  people  at  heart,Jrom  the 
^'peculiar  circumstances  ofthedifjcrenl  parts  ofxvhich  tiey  arc  coinpo- 
'■'•  scd.     \fnny  thin^j^  can  intervene  to  blast  the  prospect  before  us,  it  can 
'^hc  oulyihe  admissinn  of  causeless  Jealousies,  and  susj)icions  still  more 
"  unjuunded,  aitd  assuredly  most  unmerited,  towards  that  Govcrumeut 
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*"  nndi  rxi'ho^e  priti'itiwjr  and /odrriii.'  cart  y  n    him  utlnnud  to  ijuur 
"  present  st^le  nf  lelieily." 

The  S|»L'eiIi  iiiiied  by  e\pl. lining  the  eanso  of  the  unusually  short 
notice  given  lor  the  nui-ting  oftlu-  r.iilianient. 

The  Aildre.-.si"?  of  bt)th  Houses  uiir  ronlincd  t»)  the  to|)ie.s  of  tin* 
SiK'teh  ;  but  a  portion  of  the  usual  Majority  i»f  the  Honse  ol"  Asseni- 
l)ly,  named  below  in  a  n(»te,*  attempted  to  e.uitradict  tlu-  paragraph 
(jiiolcd  from  His  Kxeelleney's  SptTeli,  uhith  alhuU'd  to  eaustless 
Jral.>usie.s,  denyiw.i  Ihe  cxi^lcicr  n/'sneh  je'doiisivs,  and  nserihiu'j,  the  uS' 
.srrlion  iff  I  hem  tu  the  insiniiuliiius  of  inr.i'iiis  nut  sii//i\/nitl./  loi>n\:n  tn 
I f/'i  I'.xc'lleney,  ivfiiih  persons  tvcrc  (died jvd  t<>  huvc  ueilhet  Ihcxv.l- 
fare  of  the  (Sovernnient  nf  this  Provinee  mtr  that  (}f  I  htt  people,  xvhosc 
httji))iiie.is  is  eiihn.sled  to  its  cure,  at  hem  I. 

This  observation  was  icvelU'd  at  some  M-uibers  of  the  Oliganhy, 
and  more  partieiilarly  at  Jndu;e  Dehnnne,  who  hail  become  an  objcet 
ol' continual  hostility  on  the  |)art  of  the  Speaker  and  some  other  Liad- 
ers  of  the  Niilion  Canadienne,  on  aiieount  of  his  interierciice  with 
their  pretensions  to  excrlusive  (lominatii)n  in  matters  of  Legislation 
and  rinanee.  Its  insertioe.,  however,  in  the  Address  wa:»  ovinuled;  a 
part  of  tile  INIajority  were  satisfied  with  the  near  prospect  of  a  mon- 
signal  vengeance,  not  oidy  upon  the  .Judge  in  (picstioi),  but  involving 
the  perpetual  |)roseription  of  all  Judges  as  Members  of  the  House  ui' 
Assembly.  The  Majority  well  knew  that  jealousies  existed;  and  His 
Excellency  might  have  known  that  they  must  always  exist,  under  tlu' 
present  Constitution,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  paralyze  the  energies  of 
the  Ciovermnent ;  ami  it  is  a  subject  of  regret  that  we  have  no  decis- 
ive proofs  that  those  causes  were  candidly  and  forcibly  stated  and  re- 
conmiended  to  the  consideration  of  the  Imperial  Ciovermncntcven  pre- 
vious to  the  Ailininistratioa  of  Sir  James  Criii'i,  It  is  in  our  humble 
opinion  totally  inconsistent  with  the  wisdom  ascribed  to  the  Ihili.^li 
(Jovernmcnt,  to  suppose  that,  if  Sir  Jiahrit  Shore  Milnes  had  present- 
ed a  true  state  of  the  Province  to  the  Colonial  Uepartment  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  and  solicited  thuir  attention  to  the  theory  of  the 
(■onstitulionand  its  practical  effects,  they  should  not  have  immediate- 
ly ajiplied  tlu'inselves  to  devise  a  remedy  for  the  yearly  accunmlating 
evils  affecting  the  Subjects  of  British  origin,  and  sapj)ing  the  founda- 
tion of  IJiitish  Ascendancy  in  the  Canadas.  A  neglect  o\'  such  infor- 
mation would  be  tantamount  to  treason  to  the  Colonial  polii  y  anil  in- 
terest of  the  Empire. 

IJut  it  is  time  to  return  to  the  events  of  this  short  Parliament. — 
The  excitement  of  i)arty  spirit  rendered  some  laws  relating  to  local  im- 
provement objects  of  much  debute  in  the  House  o\^  Asseud)ly;  the 
conllicting  claims  of  new  and  old  market-houses  occupied  miieli  of  ihv, 
attention  of  the  Majority  ;  but  nothing  was  done  to  compromise  them. 

•  Messrs.  llcbcrl,  Chagnon,  Delormc,  Bourda>^es,  ilucl)  J3>.r-ij^  2?i</ar,/,  Lcui": 
liji,  Buroclur,  li^biuilk,  and  Trcsller. 
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'I'lior  <l«-l«iitr><,  liourxcr  provnl  to  llic  Niili^liiclinn  ol' nil  nii|)i'i'iiiili(  < d 
|tri'von<i  ihiil  (lie  (iiivniHii  IiimI  ^tioil  rcii*«iii)  t<i  iinmi'iI  llir  ('\i.>«Uiiri>  of 
j«  iili)n«ir-4,   M)  tin- ii^  rr^iinlcd  lonil   iiitiilnK. 

I  lie  .ItxintiilH  of  tins  SrsKion  roiiliiiii  iIm'  Hiittsliiiirc  (il'iiiiiitv  1'«'li» 
li«>nH  t'i<r  objrrts  ol'  init  idiiI  iin|iriivrMinit  iniil  iMiJicc  ;  liiit,  an  tiny  |U(i- 
('onliiii:*!  (Ml  llinn  ut  re  inli>t-rn|ii(  il  hy  ilu<  iiji;iiiilinii  orinoir  iin|i))iiiiiit 
«|iu>tiiti)»,  Mr  sliiill  piio"-  lluni  Ity,  nnil  iiltind  cMlnHivcly  In  (lie  |iitt. 
^irss  i)|'|lu>  tlisitnlri  wliith  piodnccd  tlu'  tiit.l  diHMiliilioii  ol' ti  rio\iii< 
i'lid  l*ai-lii«nu-nt  ot'l.o\\«i-  Caniid.i. 

Tlio  Majority  ol  ihr  Nous*' ol"  AssoinMy  f«l»o\v«d  foiiHidi'mldo  mnv- 
vr*  ot  ilisniminaiion  in  » iioowinf;  llir  part  ol'tlir  Olif^anity,  wliirli  iIm  y 
iiu'ant  tiist  to  attack  ;  liiil  ticini;  inllnnu-cd  liy  pn.sonal  lirlinu,  ilu-y 
did  not    conduct    ilit'ir  optralions  wiiji  tlu*  coolncHs    uliicli  rtnils  iliu 
l.(\ci'«laiivc  cliaractn-.     'lluro  was,  inilccd,  no  part    more  (tpm  to  al- 
ta«'k  tlironiih  the  analot;j(  h  ot'  tlic    Hrilisli    Constitntion,    nor  thion^di 
tlic  more  tipcn  anti    direct    road  of  praclicid    inconvenience,    alisiM^ 
Iron  tlie  increase    o\'  parly  spirit.     So  lon^;  as    llie  .lu(l^;cs    could  lie 
elected,  as  at  the  first  elci'lion,  wiili  little   contest,  the  ineonvt  nii  luy 
was  small :  ami    their  kno\vle«lj;e  ol'  (he  IVcnch  Laws  wan  rather  the 
means  of  iarililating  legislation,  and  chetking  iani>v:ttioii  upon  them  ; 
hnf  when,  so  early  as  the  secoml  election,  the  eonteNln  hecame  warm, 
the  Judges    were,  in    sotne    measure,    degraded    by  the    intrigues  ttl' 
their  partizans,  who  were  not  sernpidous  in  using    the  judicial  |ioner 
to  work  upon    the  hopes   and    tVar«  ol"  the   Klectors.     'J'he  Majority 
had  eolleetcil  a  variety  «>!' tacts  »)n  this  subject;  and,  if  they  hail  been 
siitistied  with  combining  iheni  in  u  printed  Report,  it  is  probable  that 
the  Kxccutive   nnd  the  I'.lcctors   wouM  have,   in  due  time,  udniiltetl 
.in  innovation  upon  the  Constitution,    and  (hat  a  Hill  for  their  exclu- 
sion, at  u  stated   pcrioil,    would    have    received    the  sanction  of  IIim 
Majesty's    Representative.     This  feeling  seems  to  have  extended  to 
the  .lodges   themselves  ;  for,    in  the  year    1808,  J\/r.   .Jiislicc  Pauct^ 
whose  services  in  the  lloiise  had  been  duly  appreciated  during  sever- 
al Parliaments,  having  ascertained    that  his  future  election  would  be 
contested,  refused  to  present    himself  on  the  Hustings,   giving    sjieh 
an  example  as  would  eventually   have  been  followed  by  others  of  his 
class.     The  Majority,  however,  not   considering   that,  l)y  suniniari/i/ 
nitacking  a  Const iiutiott  so  favotirah/r,  in  general,  to  the  power  of  the 
French  Canadic.us,  ihe\j  were  putting  arms  against  it  into  the  hands  of 
the  Subjects  of  British    origin,    to  ti'/iose   interests  and   inclinations  it 
tvas  so    radiciilh/   hostile ;  tlid    not  renew   the   Bill    for  disabling  the 
.hidges,  which  had  been  rejected  in  the    Legislative  Council   during 
the  last   Session  of  th:-  previous    Parliament ;  but    the  precipitation 
with  which  they    acted,    shewed  rather  a  desire  to  be  a  Constituent 
A.<isevihli/,  than  the   mere    concurrent    Executors    of  the  Act  of  the 
British    Pailianicnt,  31,  Geo.  III.,  Cap.  31,  which  alone  created  and 
prescribed  their   functions.     Having  made    up  their   minds  in  secret 
conclave  to  treat  both  Judge  and  Jew  in  the  same  manner,  they  pro- 
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piwt'it  III  rxrliitlf  bitlb  by  Hiiiclr  KrNulvcM,  ur,  iC  wr  niav  !>«•  p(  rniil- 
h'd  to  iirtf  u  ii'vohitiiiiiaiy  ('xpiiH.HJiin,  hj  ihinn  jmttiii  with  uiila- 
itititmn. 

On  ibc  iHili  Dp  April,  ubnimt  iiinnfilintily  nOer  baviiig,  in  llirir 
Adtlrr<«'4,  nilogiMcd  llic  ( 'uMHlilntion,  liny  made  llic  <'xp4'riMi4-iil  on 
ilH  pliahilily  lo  puipiiHivH  ol'  aiiil»ifi(Mi ;  and  Mr.  Ihmrdm^rs,  kickiuUuI 
by  Mr.  I.iiiiis  Ifni,  niov«'d  to  iTHidvr, ///«/  Ifir  ./ni/i'm  n/  this  I'riivintv^ 
ni^nriihfi/  to  thr  /»•<'<  and  i mtntni  nf  /'(ii/tmnrnt,  iininnt  lair  a  arat, 
tmr  vnfr  niir  \it  in  this  ll'iusr.  On  llic  '.!'_'«!  of  April,  llit*  IlniiHr  In* 
ini;  in  Connniltrc  nn  iImh  violent  Mrasnrc,  IIh  warnicKl  parli/.aiiH  wcir 
diMCovcri'd  ;  and  Mr.  ,/.  A,  I'dnrty  thr  Sjuaker,  gavi*  liiM  ('aH,<ng  voto 
ai(ainMl  a  postponcnirnl  to  |li«<  !Mli  of  May;  and  when,  art  a  conipro- 
niisc,  Mr.  Cuthhrrl  niovi'd  llial  tlu'  llrHolvc  Klnnild,  instcail  of  being 
dH('liarg4'd,  be  taken  into  conKideratioii  on  iIm*  .'fOlli  of  ,)nly  next, 
ibere  wan  a  Majority  of  two  in  favour  of  ibe  ainendnieiil,  iual  llu; 
tpM'Hiinn  bein^  hiken  on  tbe  original  motion  tlniH  amended,  waH  eur- 
rit  (I  by  a  Majority  of  'J'J  to  17.* 

Not  diHi'ouraged,  but  u  little  (Mxded  l)y  iIuk  defeat,  it  waw  reHoIv- 
ed  on  tbe  'i^.Ttli  of  April,  to  appoint  a  (!ominitte(:  of  five  Membern, 
naini'ly,  Messrs.  Hntn/ain's,  Itvdard,  /inr<^ia,  f.nnix  Ihd,  Mnniinr,  to 
impiire  if  any  und  wbat  ineonvenieneieH  bave  nrisen  at  eleelioim 
where  tbi*  .lodges  of  tbis  I'rovinee  liavc  been  ('andidates,  with  pow- 
er It)  M'lui  for  pei'iionH  und  papers,  und  to  report  tliereuti  with  ull  eon- 
vem'ent  Kpeetl. 

The  Report  «»f  tbis  Committee,  being  in  favour  of  a  Ilill,  for  (b'sa- 
bling  tbe  .Indgex  innnediatvlij^  it  wuh  accordingly  introdueed,  and 
jKiKMing  ibrongb  the  iisuid  HtagCH,  wuh  ordered  to  be  engroHHcd,  on 
the  \^1\\\  of  May.  Its  farlber  progress  wus  prevented  by  ilie  IVoro- 
gittion  liereafter  mentioned. 

The  proeei'dings  in  the  case  of  the  .few,  were  more  summary  ;  and 
Mr.  Ezckivl  lltirt,  whose  ease  we  alluded  to  in  our  lust  Chapter,  was 
again  repelled  by  a  single  Resolve  of  the  House. 

'I'he  (iovernor  (leneral  having  laid  before  the  Hmisc  of  Assembly 
tbe  aeeounis  of  the  )Vovinciai  llevenue  of  the  Crown  und  of  the 
I'^xpenditure,  I  hey  were,  /«r  the  first  time,  formally  referred  ton 
Connnitlee  ;  the  cause  of  tbis  reference  was  well  understood,  hif 
tintsc  in  the  seerel  ;  for  tbey  bad  mude  up  their  minds  to  propose  the 
payment  of  the  necessary  sums  for  defraying  tbe  civil  expenses  of 
ibe  (iovernment  of  the  Province.  Huving,  us  mentioned  in  our  pre- 
vious  Clia|)ters,  proscribed  ull  Assessments  and  direct  Tuxution,  und 
being  unimuted  by  tbe   prosperous   state  of  the    Revenue,  in  conse- 

*  Those  who  vntpd  against   tliis   amcndeil   Motion,   arc  lo   he  roiiHldered  as  fa-        i 
vouruble  to  tlie  courite  Ihul    //irry  coniiilulinwd  ijui\ition    njirtrd  /n/  the  l.rf^iilative  \j 
Cimnril,   slioutd   be    rtinlrodncctl   and   .srtlled  b;/    Ursolncs :    w«   give   lluir   nanus     \ 
as  follows: — Messrs.    Ilehcrt.    Uobitaillc,    1*'.  Koi,  Meuiiicr,    Duclos,    Delorinr,        \ 
riipineaH,    Vif^fr,  M.  CHron,  Ciiagnon,  Bourda^cs,  Jiedurd,    liurgia,  Trcbllcr,  Du- 
Toclicr,  Lungluis,  L.  Koy. 
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i|m;mv  n\'  {he  Anurivaii  Kiul)iirf;o,  tlio  INInjority  nitiinilly  iMmcrivrd 
tli;it  in»w  was  (lu>  liiiu'  to  oliVr,  as  !».  prool"  of  loyalty,  (lie  pltdp-  of 
assjnnini;  ihv  Civil  l'iX|)iMulitiirr,  and  (I)iis  have  a  plaiisihK'  pivtixt, 
fo  rr<xi(hite  Sa/arics,  and  limit  i/ie  nuvibcr  of  all  pnhtic  ()//irct,s,  ac- 
vo)iiiii<x  to  their  ideas  and  nulidual  partialilies.  So  lonj;  as  lI»o  m;- 
lossary  cxpniscs  givally  cxricilcil  the  Ucvciuic  arising  fioni  their  i'a- 
vouiitc  system  of  taxi'S  on  C'omuieree,  and  the  e.recss  H7/,v  vo'ed  liy 
the.  Urilish  House  of  Cnvnnojis,  they  had  remained  silent  ;  but,  no 
sooner  diil  the  prosperous  cireumstanees  of  the  I'rovinee  open  a  new 
path  of  and)ition,  than  it  was  sei/.ed  witli  that  enthusiasm,  whieh  the 
prospect  of  seeming  an  unliniited  controul  over  the  lixueutive,  could 
not  fail  to  inspire. 

The  amount  of  the  whole  llcvenuc  this  year,  was  forty  thousand 
six  hundred  and  eight  pounds  lifteen  shillings  and  six  pence  eurreney, 
or  about  thirty-seven  thousand  pounds  sterling ;  and  the  anu)unl  of 
the  I'.xpenditure,  including  the  expenses  of  eolleeling  the  Wivenue, 
ami  two  thousand  four  hundred  pounds,  the  quota  oi"  drawbacks  pay- 
able t()  llp|)er  Canada,  was  forty-one  thousand  |)oun(ls  sterling. 

Anu)ng  the  iVccounts  ordered  by  His  ICxcellency  to  be  laid  before 
the  Legislature,  we  Ihul  Statements  of  the  Imports  i'lto,  and  Ex|)orls 
i'rom,  the  Port  of  Quebec,  showing  an  extraordinary  increase  of  Coni- 
inercc. 

J  laving  already  mentioned  the  revolutionary  temper,  so  openly 
displayed,  and  indicated  the  projects  of  ambition  jjreparing  in  the 
House  of  Assembly,  our  readers  may  not  be  smprised  to  learn,  that 
liills  and  other  comnmnications  from  the  Legislative  Council,  were 
treated  with  opprobrium  and  contempt,  and  that  Hnally,  the  patience 
of  His  Excellency  was  exhausted. 

,  On  the  1.5th  of  May,  the  Governor  General  closed  the  Session, 
and  intimated  his  intention  of  dissolving  the  House  of  Assembly, 
in  a  Speech  which  exhibited  that  mixture  of  military  liankness 
and  disdain  of  compromise  which  suited  his  character,  a ii(/  funned 
an  exlraonfiuan/  eonlrast  to  the  Speeches  of  all  his  predeecssors. 

His  Excellency  began  by  stating  the  apparent  arrangement  of  all 
diftercnces  with  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Erskine ;  whicli,  lilxc  the 
aiTaii2;(^nieul  of  Legislative  dl/fen'mrs  in  the  i/car  IH'i."),  hi/  Sii-  Fran- 
cis Burton,  was  doomed  to  be  disapproved  by  His  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters. This  une\j)ected  arrangement  with  the  Uniti-d  States,  not  hav- 
ing taken  place  till  the  middle  of  the  Session,  His  Excellency  ex- 
j)ressed  his  displeasure  that,  in  the  critical  circumstances  t)f  the 
Country,  the  House  of  Assembly  had  not  attended  exclusively  to  the 
means  of  preparing  the  Province  for  defence,  and  with  this  view,  cul- 
tivated a  spirit  of  harmony  among  themselves  and  the  othe:- branches 
of  the  Legislature.  After  stating  that  he  had  I'alled  in  every  expec- 
tation, His  Excellency  proceeded  as  follows: — 

"  //'  urnj  fiirllwr  prunf  of  the  inl)in<c  of  xjotir  time  urre  vccessuri/, 
I  hai\    jutil  prcsy:nti.d    it  in  bcin<r   called    vpuu,  after  <i  Session    of  fire 
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vilmally  i-oiurivi'd 
ally,  tlic  pliHljit'  i»l' 
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/('(■'/,  S,  In  rxci(  I  I  lllH  ,l/r//r';'i/'s  ]^>(ri><\ilt  ir(  "/  A^^V'^Vl  In  nnlij  llli  Hdlllf 
luiiii'irr  nf  i\ill:i,  llnrr  nf  irliii  li  irt  rr  the  i)i<  ir  iiiii  inil  nf  .liiiiiKil  /hit'. 
It)  irlmli  ijnii  slioil  jili  (Ip^id,  mill  irli.  ( ll  i  I'jiiind  im  ilisi-.iissiini.'^ 

'■  No  iniirh  nf  inhiiijifrnlc  liiuif  A's  lurii  iiKinilcslcd  •ii  nil  i;iiiir  jirn- 
crcilinirs,  (iiid  ii'iii  Ihil'r  s/iiU'tf  fiirli  n  jirninii'j^vil  ii'id.  dhri!<l>i(lfiil  innl- 
Irin'h'ti  !■>  iiKillrrs  jii  r^oih  d  l<iv  ijoiir  <  inixi<lt  iiiUon ,  fnj  llivuthv  hniinli- 
r.s  of  llie  Lfiisliiliiir,  lliul  irlintrvtr  iiili:;lil.  he  the  tinidrrtilin)!  mid  fm- 
(•rnrciicr  (.r/iiisrd  nil  IJniy  jimh,  a  I'viirrnl  i:;')nd  iiiidii:-<ltniiliiir^  i< 
sciircchi  In  ir  hinhid   for  u'llliniil  a  nnr  , /.<>(;»'</;,." 

"  /  ^//  ill  ml  pdrlif'i'tirlii  tidnrl  lit  nllnr  fnncrd  i  >![:;%  irliic/i  iippmr  lit 
hi  II i,i'iniKl;l'ii'ii'iiiil  i'lj I'liii'^i  iiiciiitt  iij'itu  ifir  ii'iji  a  III  llif  Siilijii'l,  riiiii'r- 
iiiinl  In  tin  I'll  ij  ll  I'll-  nf  llint  Slnlnli'  nf  llir  Iiiji'iial  l\iiliiiiii"nl,  iiinlrr 
ifliili  ijiiii  linid  i.iiiir  si-iih,  mid  In  Inivc  hi  en  iiiiihirrf/  hfj  iimri'rilin^'; 
it'liich  miininil  hi  llit:  ilir<  Ih-linii  nf  llir  fiisl  jniiicliilis  if  luiliind  jiis^ 
ill*:  :  mill  I  nihil!  idishiiii  frniii.  luiij  fnihir  iiiiiincralioii  nf  IJir,  rniism 
III/  irliiili  I  liiivr  hi'i  II  iiiiliiri'd  In  adnfit  Uir  drti'iiiiiiinlinii  nlihli  I  Ihirc 
hdyiii  ;  hii'iiiisi:  ihr  purl  nf  ifoitr  cniidiicl  In  iriiiili  I  linrr  chviulij  vcfv- 
iid  /s  nhvioiisly,  and  in  a  hr^k  (h i^ree,  dehlinnilid  to  Ihe  Itcsl  inlitini:*  nf 
till  ('iiiinlni,  si/ch  as  inij  dtili/  to  ihr.  Crnirii  firldd-*  me.  to  rninilriiniin:, 
(Hid  cniiipih  nil'  In  liavi'  rvciiiirsc  to  a  ilissoliilinn  its  llii:  tmlij  cnnslilulinn- 
itl  iiii-'ins  hii  irlili  h  ih  rrr  III- re  lice  can  he,  pri'venhdy 

Tliiis  ended  the  (ifth  House  of  Assend)ly  of  Lower  Canada;  and 
His  ICxeelleney  resolved,  by  a  new  I'/leetion,  to  appeal  to  the  sense; 
of  His  Majesty's  IVeneh  Canadian  Sujeets,  wiihout  apj)arently  con- 
sidering that  the  Prerogative  exerted,  could  have  no  r.iore  inlluence 
in  producing  harmony,  than  the  mechanical  process  of  blowing  the 
billows,  in  the  nnisic  of  the  organ  :  he  could  renew  the  power  to 
legislate  ;  but  he  could  not,  in  the  circiunstancea  of  Ihe  Country, 
under  the  present  Constitution,  select  or  intluonce  the  Legislalors ; 
and  till!  obnoxious  Assembly  I'ell,  like  the  fabulous  Anteus,  to  the 
ground,  with  the  ellect  oidy  of  rising  up  with  fresh  strength  to  com- 
bat the  British  Hercules,  who,  in  Lower  Canada,  has  been  destined 
lo  pirform  all  his  labours  before  making  it  a  Dritish  Culojiy  m  /«c/, 
as  well  as  in  name. 
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(hmtnotis  of  lh>-  i  .•nl>,l  Mu^ilin,  i- lufur^lnl  H'lt/i  Ihnfr  nf  n  I  hnii'iifi>ii  n/ 
th,'  Uitns,  of  («»« ;/i.'>  j/ n/"  /.'litre  C,vhi<tii.  IVinini'riit  rmiiri  nfthh  nn 
tnmt,  H'biih  sh'>tt/ti  A(nr  Ai^u  .w>n'«  /'n*f>  hi-oitafil  litjoi,'  tin  hni'i  im/  I'ltr- 
!tii>H<til.  Mitiiitifvmr'it  of  tfn"  oht  Mr'nlfii'u  /o  M(»/»r  //»./»•  ir  i/niini. 
Vfie  ('<i«rii/*tvj  \>«i<^/h»/'i  >  s,/,  lit  I'll-  lira/  rii'ittficit  iu'nril^nti»  iif  <>i>i>  i.^itiuM 
t>»  (,'»iii/  Kttliwi  ft  Ih,  (;<>inu »),'::(  iifthf  Hitusi'itf  Sfmiit.  I  fir  t^iimivt 
VMiivs  iiVt-  iHiihOiicii  th\it  }lis  Moji'-tyn  Miiitshus  i»j// (/(w/7»r-iir  o/  ///r 
«Mw./»/.7<)/'Mr  ./.>fMi*!«  OvijX'  l'n\>fs  of  the  I'.terulive,  tnininn  v/iir/ft/  fnnn 
i'l,-  u-ofit  i'fiUlfhii.m  /.» the  {u-i'Mmfil  l\xli»ti,»  »m(  ■^lifvamvi^iij  ofiw  hnii 
riduoi's,  «ivV.)  <i»r  <irit,'}i  tn  J,  ifi  Ihi-  niihfir'  in  ufllir  Mi(/<>i  Hi/  nf  IlitlUiiis,-  <>/ 
Js)>nH!><'y.  Tht  t^'ovfi  tinr  t.turtit/  titniiin  l/ie  inrsx  vt.\its  the  n/ii  anil  >mii» 
.V///Vw«'m/».  -  A//Hsi(i»  {<i  >iii  stipiiosiil  tttiiiitinn  to  rn^nnniimt  iin  nltfrolio^ 
oftht'  ihttstituttoti.  fiffiirfions  on  a  lAnis/itttve  Vnion  uj  l.omr  and  J7>/'<-»* 
(ViM(i./ii.  rir^t\A\t>»oflfnSi.vl?i]'ri>vuiria/t'ar/iainci:t.  Mt;  I'anft  ♦«* 
«'m-«"M/  .N'/H.rAvc  of  tht  tlousY  if  .Usiinh\t,\  .S'/i.vcA  of  the  iiovcniov  Cciirial  f  > 
Mh  UousTi.  lit-  <i//uiit:i  to  Ihf  ilisa/'proni/  /\i/  Itts  Mufr  li/'s  (.'ovennnrnt 
oj'  \fr.  Frukifu's  arn}?tgriHent  tvHh  /.'»«•  Vtittcit  Stafrs,  atui  to  the  quanrl 
with  Mr,  Jack-soft,  the  mw  Vlc»ij>otentiav}f,  lie  cohorts  the  I  t•iiis/alln■,■ 
to  prfpat',^  fir  tht-  <ofiti»gcf)rjt/  of  toar  with  t'n'  I'tiitiit  Statrs.  lie  inti- 
mates having  ♦•<"<vnvi/  itistmetims  to  ,y:»t'i'  the  lioi/a/  Anient  to  a  firojier  l\ili 
f>ti.oy<\i  ^v  hiith  1iouf>es,f\irthce.vc/usionofJu(i;j:eit  q/" //it  Majeitty's  <\nirt 
of  King's  }\'neh  fivm  the  Hoiise  of  Assemt>/ji/.  AiUressen  of  both  lloufe*  in 
ansiecr  to  His  l\ice!te»cjf's  Sfveeh.  H  hi!e  that  of  the  Uouse  of  .hteinh/t/ 
ts  ;)»v/M»««^^-.  the  Af^/.(««7^(/  f>as»  a  /iVWir  censuring  his  Speeeh  at  the  /'»«- 
t-ogatiof)  of  the  ftjlh.  VtMvineia/  Variiameni.  AMrets  ofeongratii/atioti  to 
l}isyuxie.<tj/.—Ue^ffet'tio»s,-Saiutarji/  iUso/ves,  uioreit  l\y  Mr.  Tasehereau, 
tYsiH\Uinii  app'icaiions  for  rurnpike  lioads  ami  Ihidges,  sKbject  to  To//s. 
Vroeeeitings  of  the  Muforitij  oJ'  the  lioute  of  Assemli/j/,  to  obtain  the  eon- 
tivu!  of  the  Civil  List.  — Thtir ambitious  movements  masked  bjf  pnifessiovs 
nf  loj/at'ti^,  but  d  i  SCO  reined  bj^  the  tiorcruor  Ceneral  and  his  Councillors. 
His  guanied  anstver  to  their  Address  ow  this  Fitianciat  A(fair^  con 
trafitcd  tcith  the  conduct  of  a  future  (Governor,  Sir  John  Shvrbraoke.  He 
fr*W«  to  transmit  the  Address  of  the  House  of  Assemb/y  to  the  Lords  and 
Commons  of  Crfai  Britain  on  the  subject  of  the  Civil  Lt«/,  but  promises 
to  transmit  the  Address  on  that  subject  to  His  ytajestj/.  —  l\Csetitment  of  the 
House  of  Assemb^i/,  vhich  renetcs  the  a/tempt  to  appoint  an  Agent  at  tht 
seat  oj  the  Imperial  Coiernmcnt.—liejlections  upon  the  controul  of  the 
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Hill'i-  f,/  iiui'i'i/.  >ii/  t'lf  l.fiifilittn;-  Cii'i'if,  l',r  C m^lilnt I  unit  I  I  tjil, 
III  ir'ii'  'i  li-ili/  Ir  li  ii/,,i'l  ii'ni'.i'ii  In  lirrro  I  hf  jii  •»  mlt  ii'[i  ;f  llic  l.f,{i<tii' 
tiiri'i  III    I  /f/ur  mill    I  nu'ii    iiiniiito,    mill  l/inir  u/    I  lir  I  r.[hhil  in  rn  nl  Ihf 


ot/it'r   Itrih  <li  t'i)fiiriri.      I  he  M  n  ii  il  if  nl  llir  llu 
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Iniiir  nj  huniil'fj/.  i/i/lneiil 
I'l/  liiiliil  III  .hill  [I-  III-  Hum,,  Inline  /I  lU'/  III  l/ic  hninrtliule  dhqiin/ifl. 
Villi  III  1)1  .hill  :,,-t,  and  juiK  ii  ihithe  In  hn  eirlimton.  'Ihi*  /eiiih  tt  mi. 
iil'/i'iiiili  III  1 1  till'  Ciivnnuv  (..iiciiif  (ii  iHniir  II  IViil  of  IWrilion,  iitl/mi^ 
ii/ii'i  llir  C'linilif  III'  Uiirhir  1 1  ,!,-ii.  a  Mrinlwr  ft  iifii/nir  (h  h  oliiiii.iium  in 
dii-ilinil.  'ill!'  I.'inirniin  ( ^•nriiil  irieiiln  th  in  rondinl  ni  I  iiter/'ri  ifi!(  wit/i 
the  ('iiinl ihituni,  mid  ivilli  lin  iiiitriiiii'Hiii,  miil  rr^iihri  to  ili^ii'ilve  the 
Ihiine  (//  .Iniiriiili'i/.  I'.ihiirl*  liiniihii  S/irrih,  luei'i  nn  ti  the  I'ronn^iili'tn 
III  l/ie  l.e^.tiliiliiie.  lUmihilim  nJ  the  ki.iIIi  ll'ime  nJ  ,\Hirnili'i/.  Ile/lee- 
tiiin,  invoh'iii'i  ii  r  ni/nhiir  Hiiitlhe  Mii/nrifi/  of  the  flniine  of  Anniinlifij 
lU'mrd  II  dni  I'lili  in,  Ji'iin  niiihili  nm  and  iiitercnted  iH'il  iien. 

Ilv  dipnoi  viii^  till'  Hour  «»f  AHHcmlily,  (iiid  i^imiiti;'  VV'ritH  in  Ifii 
MiijcsIv'm  iiiiiiu'  (or  a  new  I'Jrdion,  the  (iovniior  (iincrul  mij^lit  be 
hiiid  lo  |Mil,  llio  «|iuv-»lion  Id  \\\v  McrlorH;  "  Did  i/imr  Inlc  nr/nricii- 
li/ives  sjnii/,  i/i/w  1.1' II  SI' or  iinf  /  If  //in/  iliil,  i/du  ivill  rr-rlriL  smli  n/' 
IIkiii  Its  imiif  /)!' nu//iiio  Id  sirvr  i  i/' tint,  t/nn  xvi/l  n/  i.imryr  iIi'hi'sk 
ii//irrs."  VVlu'ii  lliiiH  inlcnogiilid  in  (itoiit  Hiiluiii,  tlu;  grcaftr  pin  t 
of  llic  l',lctloiH,  «lniin|^  more  llian  u  ci-ntury,  liavu  aiiKwcri.d,  /V'o  ; 
and  a  Mnjorily  oi'  iNliinhcrH  friendly  to  (lit-  Administration,  a|)[>oiMt«:d 
liy  Iliu  [NlajiHly,  have  been  unil'orndy  returned.  It  lias  not  hei  ii  sy 
in  Canada;  where  n  i^reat  Majority  of  ICIeetors  «>('  IVtiich  oii^'in, 
prolessin;^  the  iromish  lteli;^ion,  have  nnilorndy  answered  Yes,  to 
their  IJriiish  and  IVolcHtant  King,  and  to  his  Vicegerent.  At  present, 
ni'  shall  ou\y  ask  onr  intelligent  reader,!  iv/irl/irr  this  conlra.tt  rxhi' 
liiti'il  lo  His  Miijrsli/s  Miitislcrs,  at  /our  dif/hrrnt  jicriods  d/irin» 
Iwrii/i/  i/iitrs,  s/iuitld  mil  liiivc  rti/iinrd  Ihrir  ullniliim  to  the  pnlitical 
,sl(tl('  ;>/  Lower  Cniiadii,  iiiid  produced  an  curroclic  and  pcrscvciiiif' 
ttppeiil  lo  the  Jnt/icrial  J'ar/iatuenl,  iv/iic/t  bodij  utoiic  was  jjiopi-rhj 
<liiulijii'd  to  hrliio;  almttl  the  just  and  uircssarij  r/taiipc  /  l/'fitil  (In- 
(lonstitulional  and  other  iJritish  Aeis  respecting  Lower  Canada  bliall 
have  heeji  suhjeeted  to  n  complete  investigation  by  that  AngUHt  Tri- 
bunal, we  shall  have  neither  force  to  resist  a  formidable  invasion,  noi 
that  harmony  between  the  branches  of  the  Legi.ilatnre.  wliich  alone 
can  enable  it  to  make  '  iwa  calculated  to  promote  the  peace,  weUiire 
and  prosperity  of  a  Province,  'w/tic/i  contains  a  poptdation,  varicirateU 
bij  dHJl'renccs  of  oriirin,  iattgiiagc,  religion,  laxvs,   manners  and  habits. 

The  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  had  a  niomentury  effect 
in  discouraging  the  Members,  who  well  knew  the  hereditary  respect 
which  their  Constituents  possessed  for  Monarchical  Power  and  for 
His  Majesty's  Vicegerents.  P>tit  they  also  knew  that  the  vanity  and 
insulating  prejudices  of  their  Constituents  might  be  enlisted  in  tiieir 
service,  and  that  the  medium  of  ridicule  was  an  easy  road  to  cahn 
their  fears  of  British  reseataicnt.     The  unlimited   powers  confcrreil 
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upon  the  Klcctors,  urrp  dispkiycd  in  tlie  pages  of  ihc  Cnun(f/rn 
iicwsp.'ipt>r,  iinlustiiously  nndgiatiiitonsly  ciicvilatctl  and  read  tliiougli- 
out  the  i'arishes  ;  whose  ignorant  inliahitants  were  treated  with  I'ar- 
fieal  misre[)rcsentations  of  the  (Jovernor's  Speeeh,  and  speedily  led 
to  despise  his  Person  and  Government.  At  tho  same  time,  the  His- 
tory and  Parliamentary  proeeedings  of  CJreat  I'ritain,  from  the  period 
of  the  deehne  and  fall  of  the  Stuarts,  were  ransaeked  for  instances 
of  rcsistanee  to  the  Kxeentive  power;  and  a  reader  of  ific  Canndien^ 
unacqnainted  with  the  guUibiiity  of  tlie  hearers,  would  feel  occasion- 
al surprise,  to  find  in  its  pnges,  destined  for  tlic  ears  of  a  Uomish 
Comnumity,  the  remonstrances  of  a  Protestant  Natii*n  against  the 
measures  of  I^)pisll  and  Priest-ridden  Rulers.  Hut,  in  the  hands 
and  mouths  of  tlie  juggling  Demagogues,  these  Documents  took  a 
peculiar  form,  and  excited  resistance  to  the  (Jovernment.  It  was  in- 
geniously stated  that  tlicre  had  only  been  a  change  of  places.  In 
(Jrcat  Britain,  the  great  majority  of  thj  population  being  Protestants, 
had  used  certain  means  and  arguments  to  resist  and  banish  Popish 
Rulers;  and  consequently  the  great  majority  of  the  population  of 
Lower  Canada,  being  Pipists,  should  make  a  selection  from  them,  in 
«»rder  to  resist  Protestant  Rulers.  While  this  course,  however,  was 
hardily  proposed  by  the  Demagogues,  they  craftily  veiled  from  their 
dupes  the  important  consideration,  that  the  French  Canadinns,  though 
impoliticaUy  concentrated  hy  the  conquering jif^'^^^^^  '^''«  (i  separate pcojiley 
tvcrc  nevertheless,  in  laiv  and  in  Jact,  a  xueak  dependency  of  a  jjovoer- 
J'ul  Empire,  tvhose  Government  xms  essentially  Protestant. 

This  oral  sophistry  of  the  demagogues  was  fjarther  assiduously  em- 
ployed, in  persuading  the  ignorant  Electors,  not  only  that  His  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  would  disapprove  of  the  Dissolution,  but  that  the 
Governor  himself  had  been  misled  by  his  advisers ;  and,  on  this  topic, 
they  quoted  and  eulogised  the  opinions  of  numerous  individuals  w  ho, 
liaving  been  personally  injured  by  the  Oligarchy  and  its  adherents, 
took  the  present  opportunity  of  revenge.  And  here  we  have  the  un- 
grateful task  of  stating  our  humble  opinion,  that  the  military  habits  of 
the  Governor  General  exposed  him  occasionally  to  a  want  of  discri- 
mination between  military  and  civil  subordination.  In  the  former,  strict 
and  implicit  obedience,  without  remonstrance,  is  absolutely  necessary ; 
in  the  latter,  under  free  Governments,  Duties  and  Rights,  have  more 
defined  relations,  and  are  co-existent.  Carrying  the  military  idea  of 
uncompromising  command  into  every  branch  of  the  Civil  Service,  in 
a  Government  which  had  for  ten  years  been  administered  by  such 
men  as  Sir  Rober  i  Shore  Milnes  and  President  Dunn,  could  not  fail 
to  disgust  some  ot  the  high  minded  civilians  in  the  service  of  Gov- 
ernment, leading  to  their  dismissal  and  consequent  temptation  to  join 
the  ranks  of  the  opposition.  This,  in  fact,  took  place  in  an  impor- 
tant instance  ;  and  we  shall  accordingly,  for  several  years,  have  the 
mortification  to  present  to  our  readers,  a  British  and  uncompromising 
Leader  of  the  Majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  who  appears  to 
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have  viewed  that  body  and  its  C'onsfifuents  in  (he  light  of  clients, 
whose  ri{j;hf-;  and  pretentions  he  was  hountl  to  iiiforce  to  the  utmost 
linnts.  We  have  only  to  suppose  the  Clonsfifutional  Acts,  1  1- and  31, 
(leo.  HI.,  Cap.  Ji,  to  he  j)lace(l  in  the  hands  of  (,'oinisel,  for  his  opin- 
ion on  llie  powers  wliieh  they  inipoliticaliy  coiiler  upon  the  French 
Canadians,  in  order  to  inler  that  his  opinion  would  he  favoura!)le  to 
their  exclusive  dominalion  in  the  House  of  Assend)ly  of  this  Pro- 
vince.— This  opinion  might  be  accompanied  wi(h  an  explanation  of 
the  dei)endency  of  Lower  Canada  upon»tlie  Ihiush  (jovernnjent,  and 
the  e\pedie)icy  of  a  discreet  use  of  tl.e  powers  conferred  ;  but  this 
is  a  gratuitous,  not  a  necessary  exercise  of  the  duty  of  Counsel,  who, 
in  common  court^sj/  to  his  ('lieiit,  gives  him  credit  for  common  sense 
and  discretion,  and  ascribes  to  him  a  knowledge  of  his  power  and 
means  of  enforcing  his  rights,  and  promoting  his  suit  to  th^  desired 
issue.  If  this  Counsel,  however,  should  assume  the  additional  res- 
ponsibility of  conducting  the  suit,  we  should  then  Hnd  him  engaged 
to  make  a  display  of  all  his  powers,  deliberative  and  active,  for  the 
success  of  the  cause.  The  real  case  is  so  recent,  and  the  fact  so  no- 
torious, that  the  advocate  was  abandoned  by  the  leading  clients  in 
the  most  dishonourable  manner,  that  we  need  not  at  present  pursue 
our  hypothetical  representation,  which  is  also  a  needless  anticipation 
of  the  course  of  our  history. 

The  persons  chosen  to  replace  the  oflicers  dismissed  by  Sir  James 
Ilcnry  Craig,  were  inferior  in  natural  genius,  in  acquired  talents,  and 
in  habits  of  business,  and  recommended  by  nothing  but  a  blind  and 
passive  obedience  to  every  mandate  which  might  be  issued  in  the 
name  of  the  King,  by  the  Governor  and  the  Quebec  Junta. 

Having  explained  the  errors  of  the  Executive,  and  described  the 
intrigues  of  the  demagogues,  we  may  supjjose  our  readers  prepared  to 
learn  that  the  old  Members  of  the  Majority,  or  others  of  similar 
principles,  were  re-elected. 

But,  before  reviewing  the  occurrences  of  this  short  Session  and 
Parliament,  it  may  be  permitted  to  allude  to  a  brilliant  progress 
through  the  old  and  new  Settlements,  which  His  Excellency's  sense 
of  duty,  and  his  improved  health,  induced  him  to  make  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1809.  In  the  middle  of  June,  he  left  Quebec,  attended  by  a 
numerous  suite  ;  and,  travelling  in  a  style  of  magniiicence,  suited  to 
his  high  station  and  large  fortune,  he  excited  the  admiration  of  the 
people,  who  would  have  viewed  him,  as  the  Representative  of  their 
Monarch,  with  unmixed  satisfaction,  if  the  demagogues  had  not  art- 
fully prepossessed  their  minds  with  the  idea  that  the  expenses  would 
be  levied  in  direct  taxes,  and  that  this  joi/euse  entree  would  one  day 
extract  from  their  pockets  a  large  sum  of  money.  Besides  hospi- 
table entertainment  from  men  of  rank  and  fortune,  the  Govern- 
or General  received  Addresses  from  the  Magistrates  and  other  inha- 
bitants of  the  Towns   and  Villages  through  which  he  passed.     The 
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nl%  \hi'  Town  I'l"  f^ntt  lii'xtrr,  <  t  St,  ,fi>fni\,  iiiul  (lie  N'iIIii|M'  nl'  I'rrn- 
/'!>»!»/(•,  pmlicniMilv  itulJni^nivtlMMl  llifiM'<rl\r'».  im  (DiiliiiiiiMi;  ii  cinmi 
i1t<r;)l>1r  propoilion«ii  Ititli'J)  populniion  Mn(l\\«ll  iilli  rir<l  r'liiii  li 
rmijuliaiio,  Ml\«t  viowrtl  llti'  |.n  IrHKioim  of  tlio  lltui'iror  A'~«.(niltl\ , 
ns  raUulutrd.  !«t>inu'r  or  liilrr.  1(»  in\«tl\r  in  sonic  f^t|«iuil  pniiiMlnni'ii), 
{he  i\u\or«M>l  \\\[\\  \\\r  |;nil(\,  tlcpi  ivinfv  tluni  ol  lliono  iiirsiinuiMo  lir- 
lu  ti(<«.  nlut  I)  llu  ir  iiiloplion  into  tlio  f^iiiil  Miilisli  I  annh  umiM  liavr 
PlIhMwiso  ioHtnt'»l  lo  llitMn'^olvoH  mul  to  llirir  lU'Mrrndnnls. 

Onrinjt  lliK  (our,  llin  l'Art"llo«\ry  visiloti  (Ito  l',.Hirrn  'ronnsltiixj, 
nt  iho  only  s(;i'<\>n  ol  ll\«"  \  ojU'  ulion  it  «iim  dim  |irin'li«'iiltlo  (o  ilo  to 
vilh  ^■on\^'^i^  n«"0.  Ilo  \nilio<lll\o  ropoiH.  uliitli  lio  Innl  loooivrd  iit 
(^tiobot*  vf  iho  ili^hvssinfi  jHiviUionn  uhioh  (l\o  inliiiliiliniN  Hnlliuil  ; 
I'o  l>ono\ol»Mitly  lislonod  (o  \hvW  ooinpliiinlH.  innl  ho  slron^l\  inn»i'o»»- 
rtl  (InMM  xnlli  innili^n  ol'  \\'\^  boinfrilio  nu-nns  ol'  lluir  Inlnu-nlirr, 
lli.il  tlu\\  pvopurovl  I'otilioiis  lor  l.ofiislnli\o  n'isisljnioo  in  o|H'niii^ 
voiuls,  and  «>lhi  \uiso  iiuproving  a  Counli  V.  Iiilln'rlo  nllnly  nciilroi- 
j\l  by  \\\v  lJov(Mtntionl  «liioh  lin«l  inviloil  Sol  I  Inn,  and  by  tbo 
Hon  so  of  Ass«Mnl>lv.  \^boso  «bily  il  wan  lo  ro-oporalo  Tor  iboirurl- 
liiiv.  His  IaooIKuov  noi  bavii.fi,  visilod  iho  l'inlr«l  Slalos  h'whv  ibo 
rovoUitiotiaiy  nar,  «as  unduly  inipir.asod  witb  (bo  piogrosK  o\'  iut- 
prov.Muonl  niado  in  l,ow or  Canada,  ibninj!;  (I'o  itUnvoniug  poiioih 
and  i(  is  n»ai(or  ol"  i-ofjrcl  (bat  bo  liad  uo(  lurn  «'n!d)lod  lo  viow  ibo 
lioiUior  ol"  (bal  l\ntnny.  ilun  rapidly  solllin^»  and  inlp^(^vin^[,  an  woi! 
as  Ippov  C'anada,  wbiob  I'loyiuoo,  un^icf  Ihilish  Laws  au<l  the  t'.ti- 
fl/ish  Tc'ifitr  r)/'  I.anri.\\  was  alroady  adyauoing  in  rvoiy  ibing  \voiiby 
of  a  l^iilish  Colony,  cxtonding  its  ndnvalian,  and  ruinisbing  (bo  prin- 
cipal part  oC  tlu'  Ivxports  ol'  I'lour  atid  I.uutbor  ('nun  (j\u>b('o.  ♦ 

rbo  Uovornor  Goucral  rolurncd  to  (^uoboc  in  ibo  luoulb  ol'  Aii- 
srnsl ;  MJnMi  l<o  loarncd  ibat  tbo  unautluaisoil  arrangoniout  luado  by 
His  ^lajosty's  rionipolonliary,  Mr.  I),  M.  Ijskinrt  wUU  tbn  (lov- 
trniucnt  ol'  tbol'nitod  Slates  Mas  tbsapprovod,  and  ibat  tbo  irlations 
bctwxYU  tho  Uiitisb  IVoyinccs  ol'  Nortli  AnuMioa,  and  (bat.  Country, 
Mcro  roturnctl  to  tbe  sauic  suspense  and  in\errtainty  «bioh  existetl 
in  tbe  early  part  ol  tbe  year,  wbcn  be  opened  tbe  I'royineial  Par- 
liament. 

Tbis  state  of  alTliirs  appears  to  bave  disturbetl  some  of  His  I'.xcel- 
loney's  plans  lor  improying  tbe  Country  and  its  Constitiition,  it  being 
considered  tbat  a  eonlirnied  peaee  witb  tbe  I'nited  States,  would 
nlone  justily  suth  undertakings,  and  recuuunend  tbem  to  His  Mu- 
jesty's  Governments 

*  W"p  shall  hero  romsrV.  th*t  mttnr  persons  in  Groat  Riifain,  at  tliis  poriod,  pare  iin- 
diir  iiiijv>rlanor  t.■^  th<>  pri><U)Ciivo  powers  of  lx»vor  Canada,  h\  Miiiposiiip:  that  a  groat  pro- 
portion of  the  K.vpnrts  iVoiYi  (O'lchiY  ^*as  the  fruits  of  tlio  indiiviry  of  that  I'rovinre  ; 
tht'  r»-t(//j  »;<,  tfint  thf  surplu-  produce  of  IWrtfh  Vonoiiiiin  industiy,  has  never 
inaded  on f  tenth  of  the  tonnoae  emp/ni/ed  :  the  Cities'  o»d  i:itrris(>fis  in  peace 
mui  1')  iMir,  arechirfly  supp/ii'd  with  Flour  ond  Trovif  tons  from  Upper  Cana- 
lia  and  the  I'nited  Stai^*. 
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ll  (4  (I  iii'illfr  «t(  (iMMld,  Ivtwrvir,  whcflrcr  »lir  itnprov*  irif  tif ,  ron^ 
|(  iM|il  iJf'd,  udiilil  liiivr  (iii'fucicil  lli««  i'ypr<  (tilioriP  oC  flir  |irojrff»»r.( ; 
flicy  were  cnnliiicd  In  llic  CoiHliliifiofi  of  l,ow»  r  ('(iiifMld,  an*!  (lr»J 
iinf  ('(Milriiipliitc  llif    rr-iminfi  of  (lie  I  J(i|M'r    rrovificc,    wliirli,  in  our 
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/inl/i  ax  II  I  linn  linn  it/  //  jirrviiuii  pnliliiiil  i  rrnr,  iiml 
ii\  Ihi'  unlji  iiiniim  Iff  iiiviiiji  .ihriii't/i  iiinl  iiiiininlini  if  In  llnliJi  mini- 
ilintrif  ill  l/ir  ('iiiiiii/ni,  in  n  mnisinr  n/  Iriiti/tmii/iiiit  iinpinliinie.     Any 


iiil'iiiiinii  III   liivdiir  ol 


lliili 


Hli    iHrcfKiMMcy  in  l/owcr 


/. 


(!iiri(i 


(ifi,  (  (mih:- 


iIciimI  )l^  MC|iiiiii(c  Innii  tin-  |;|»|icr  I'roviiur,  wmiM  ncfiw^arily  con- 
M\\  ill  Mil  (iluidjfiiiriiJ  nC  flic  prililinil  |»(nvcr«  <»♦'  llic  I'JcclMr'',  and  of 
»ln'  |Mi|iiiliir  liniiirli  of  llic  l.it^iHhifiirc.  llrMlHlaaco  to  flu-  vir-ws  of 
iIm'  r'.xrnifivc,  mid  (»('  Mm  Majc»;|y'K  ( i(»viliitTici»f  for  flu- ijfHid  of  ll.rr 
l",m|iirc,  iiii(f|il  tliiH  lie  wraknii  (I  ;  iiml  tlic  liiirlliil  |»r(iiidicc4  of  flir; 
I'k  lull  ('anadiiiim  Miii;lil  lir  «iuirnM(l  wifli  (Iwir  I'lmcli  l.aw^  fo  ilu- 
S<  iffiiioiial  (iiaiits  of  flu;  Kiii/^ol'  V'muvv..  IJiif,  as  wc  arc  cofivincfd 
lliaf  (licHc  |»rcjiidicc«  tiii<l  lawH  iiitinf,  hi;  dcsfroycrl  In  fore  llic 
cud  of  tliin  cciiliiry  l»y  forcii.^ii  «'oiH|iH'«f,  or  I'ritiHli  Icf^islalion,  we 
r;iiiiioj,  liclji  lliiiikiii/f  iJiat  ///r  itiilif  iIiiiiht  ul'  rclniiiiny  llii:  ('niiiilnf 
mill  Pialiinr;  it  inrfiil  nn  n  llrilisit  Drprmlniiif,  wll  In:  /numl  in  a 
Irrjslalivf  Ihiian  ivilh,  Vjifxr  ('nniulii,  SihijiohIhj^  a  tuiion  ho  htron^'- 
ly  rccoininciidcd    by  (■co;riii|iliical  jiORilioii,   wilJioiit  a  HJfi^lr    altera' 


)f  the  (' 


M, 


//. 


// 


»//,  \V(<  Hliotild  lliiiH  iiiHitrct  under  iIk!  frccHt  forniH  of  (fOV(  riuncnt,  a 
rrprcHcnhilion  (M|iially  eoinpowcd  of  McnihcrH  of  l''r<'iicli  and  Kiif^'liwli 
«irigin  ;  and  can  any  man  HOppoKc  tliut  hiicIi  a  Ii('gi»latnre  would  not 
wyjvv  to  a  comproniiw  from  feelings  ol  mutual  interest  i*  Hut,  »np- 
posin^  a  (lill'crt'iuto  to  exint.  between  parties  »»f  (;(jiial  Htrcngtb,  would 
mil  llic  (iovcrnor  (icneral  and  liis  lixecntivc  (!oimeil  bave  a  fair  op- 
portimtly,  directed,  if  need  bo,  by  Hin  Majesty's  Minifotors,  to  act  fbo 
part  of  M('diut(ns  r*  And,  wliat  reason  bavc  we  to  suppose,  or  to  in- 
fer from  analogous  emergencies,  tbat  sucb  a  powcri'ul  mediation  would 
not  prescrvk!  llu'  public  peace?  I'xit,  in  a  Union  Bill,  modilied  ac- 
cording to  tbe  spirit  of  tbc;  I'clition.s  tratismitted  in  its  favour  in  tlie 
ytar  1»S'2.'^  and,  making  duo  allowance  for  tbc  exceptions  taken  by  its 
opponents,  wc  camiot  doubt  but  an  alterative  and  mild  remedy  ccnild 
be  fo\ind  to  ibo  yearly  accumulating  cvil.-«,  wbich  tbe  present  dissen- 
sions between  tbe  inbabitants  of  Krencb  and  tbosc  of  English  origin 
in  this  Province,  and  between  botb  Provinces  produce.  Briti.sb  Jc- 
gixlation  in  tbo  interval,  since  IH'i.'J,  lias  cut  the  gon'.ian  knot  of  one 
difliculty  in  tbo  Lower  Province,  by  the  Hill  to  facilitate  a  change  of 
the  Feudal  Tenure,  regulating  by  English  Law  the  descffit  of  all 
Lands  in  the  TowiiKhips,  granted  under  tbe  Tenure  of  I'ree  and  Coni- 
morj  Soccage,  and  authorising  the  conversion  of  the  I'eudai  Seignio- 
ries into  a  similar  Tenure.  To  persons  like  ourselves,  not  in  the  se- 
cret, it  may  be  permitted  to  conjecture,  that  these  important  changes 
are  only  preliminaries  to  the  union  of  the  Provinces. 
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flitMi'i:  lliiiM  (Mulnivoiirrjl  fo  cniiiolr  onr  iriiilcrH  for  llir  luiliirc  nl" 
•  MIC  i>r  »1m'  »ilK'«l]k;r(l  «lrMii;im  nl'  !\  tiiily  iiitlrprinli'iit  niiil  i  iifcrpi  isin^ 
( i»>\tinor,  «r  pii'riMil  tii  ili<«  '.\r-t  iumI  only  Sinnuiu  »iI"  llu*  nixlli  I'lo- 
^iiicinl  riiili.'iiMcM\t  ill'  1. liner  C 'iiiiiiil.i< 

It  >v,iM  oprncd  on  llu<  '.l!tl1t  ot'  .Imimiihv,  IMIO,  nilli  (lie  iisiiiil  |ii'('* 
)iiniiiin-i(<s  ol'  tul!iiii\isti'rin)jr  tfit<  o.itlis,  iiiiil  <ii-<l«'tiii|{  llir  rliuicc  ol  ii 
S|i(iiKrr  «>r  (lir  llfMisc  dl'  As<nnl>l\.  Wcdiii-il  «ilh  tisi  Icsh  i>|i|iii>ii- 
liiHi.  ll)r  Minoiilv  iliil  nut  |i)'o|i<ist<  ii  riviil  Candidiilr  Id  Mi.  ,/.  .1. 
l\iU(-t,  \\l»n  Mils  ntiiiniiiKMi.sly  ir  tU  <inl  i»s  S|U'iiki'r  »»('  (lu'  IIoum'  vi' 
As-i»MiI)ly.  Miul  ;i|i|ii('vtil  by  llu'  (Jovcmor  (Jcnrrnl. 

On  the  Ii  turn  iVoiu  llu'  I.i\i;isl;ni\  »>  ('umuil,  \\\v  salvn  oC  privilfj^c 
was  «'\t-itisr»l.  in  a  nur.uu'r  characU'iislii' cil"  |l;i<  rn'lin]L;s  of  llu-  Ilnuvc, 
by  onli'iinj!;  that  '.\!r.  Tasilu  rraii  bavr  K  avr  In  biiii'^'  in  r/  llill  (hi- 
iiix,thliin\  .//<i/.<,'r.<  troai  lu'i:)''^  cVt'i7<'(/,  or  Jrom  .silliii<<,  «/«/  V()}iii^\  in  the 
Uou  (•  if   ,'f.sAV  v{''l:.i. 

AiMM'  wbit'b,  ilif  Speaker  reporU'd  ibe  (It>v(>inor  (lenciarH  Speetli 
to  bolb  llnnses.  in  «bieb  His  I'-xei lleney  still  persivercil  in  attnul- 
inj;  tbeir  n*.»onii»»n  t<»  tlu'  warlike  exploits  and  I'nrei^n  relal»unn  of 
(iivaf  Hiitain,  tie.-u"  ibinii  lier  as  stamling  abnoht  wlone  af^ainst  llu; 
)Vst  of  tbo  wnild,  w'.m'b  tlu>n  seemed  to  be  tb<»  fleslined  p»»'y  ol'  Art- 
jh)/rivi  noiinjhutr.  llis  I'Aeellem'y  next  alluded  to  llie  disapproval 
hv  His  Majesty's  Mi»\isters,  ol'tlie  arranfieinent  tnaile  by  Mr.l'.ts/iinc, 
witb  tbe  tJovernnient  til'  llie  I'nited  Stales,  and  tbo  still  less  expeel- 
od  event  ol'n  <inanel  ot»  tbe  part  of  ibat  Ciovernnunt  vitb  bis  siieces- 
sor,  Mr.  ,fiul>:io>i,  inilieatini;  a  more  boUl  unil  bostile  spirit  in  I'rcxiiinil 
Mtiiiisou'x  Administration,  tbati  c\iste<l  in  tbat  of  bis  predee<>ssor. 
Witb  sxub  prospects  of  probal)le  warfare,  His  ICxcelleney  statiil  bi.s 
reliance  upon  tbe  l()yal  co-operation  of  tbo  IMililia  witb  His  Majes- 
ty's regular  forces,  to  resist  any  attack  wbicb  migbt  be  uiatlo  upon  tbe 
l'i\)vincc,  and  tbat  tbo  Legislature  would  not  besitato  to  ronc'.v  tlu)sc 
temporary  Acts  by  wbicb  tbe  l!\ccutivc  was  enabled  to  guard  tbe 
IVovince  against  Alietis  and  disailecttd  persons.  Atldressing  tbe 
H»>uso  of  Assend)ly,  His  1-xeclleney  said  tbat  be  wouhl  lay  l>el'»)re  it 
tbe  Annual  Statement  of  tbe  Prt)vincial  llovenue  of  tbe  Crown 
a»ul  of  tbo  Kxpendituro.  Addressing  botb  Houses,  be  albuled  to 
an  Act  of  tbo  Imperial  Parliauient,  wbicb  bad  atfeetcd  tbe  anei- 
cnt  boundaries  of  tbe  Province,  by  am'.exing  to  tbe  (loverumeut 
of  Xewl'oundlaud,  a  part  of  tbe  Coast  of  Labrador.*     Uis  Excellea- 

•  TliU  unticxation  was  afterwards  reponlcil  at  the  instance  of  the  Legislature  of 
Lower  Canada  ;  and  wc  think  that  this  was  judicious  ;  but  if,  at  tlie  samo  time, 
the  Imperial  r.-,rliamcnt,  in  its  Sovereign  Wisdom,  liad  annexed  tbe  Camidian  Dis- 
trict of  Gaspc  to  the  contiguous  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  it  would  have  done 
goo<\  service  to  the  Knipiie.  Labratior,  divided  from  Newfoundhind  by  the  dan- 
gerous strait  uf  Bclleisle,  could  receive  Imt  little  attention  from  that  Government  ; 
wliile  Gaspo,  a  slightly  connected  excrescence  from  Canada,  might  be  removed 
without  inconvenience,  and,  engrafted  on  New  Brunswick,  would  produce  the  usual 
advantages  which  attend  every  airangcuicnt  which  follows  nature  in  the  settlement 
of  btiuudaiivs. 
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«*y  nrxt  (h-mrUxMl  ihr  iii<i(»  uin^  pr.ii  fire  of  f"iM(.;|i);^  Atm-riinti  Ilink 
N(»I«'M  williiii  till-  I'rnviiici',  liiid  rrciMiiinciKlr.l  it  liiw  Inr  it-*  pnni  ,Iiinrii|, 
MM  hciii^;  r<)'liilly  Mccr.  iiyhi  piTHnvt;  the  nioiidi  ol'  Ifii  .M.iji-m. 
ty'n  SiihjrcfM,  Mini  to  ivincc  ii  dciiip  in  (his  (Jovn'mncnf  fo  prcvrnt 
injiM'y  t(»  ihc  ii('i!^hli(»nriii.'  Sinlct.  lii^  ICsJcllcnt-y  rndcd  ll'n  Speech 
hy  ainKMinciii;,^  hi-*  hiiviitj'  r.msiilted  Mis  Maje-ily'rt  Alirii>lers  on  lhi« 
Md>jee(  oi' (h.«<|iialiryin;;  llie  .iii()|;e'<,  and  he  stated  (hat.  ht;  wauiMtliio* 
ined  fo  give  llie  Wnyal  \'^,m'\\\  to  (tin/  prnjirr  Hill  tor  rniilri  iinj  I  lis 
Mnji-.lif's  ,luil<\€'i  i>f  till'  i'ninl  i\f'  Kiiio'ft  /(null,  i)i  /iilmr,  iiirli''ililr 
tit  snit  i  III  lilt;  Iliiunr  If/  /l\fiin/il</,  in  nlihh  llu:  tn-i  J/ousci  sltoitlil 
« ()//( lit , 

At  (he  name  time  that  it  ('oniinllten  was  nj)p(»Iiifed  lo  prepare  an 
Ailihesiin  aiiHVVi-r  (o  lliH  ICxci  '"ney'H  Speei-h,  anothiT  wan  appoint- 
n\  lo  prepare  an  Addresn  to  I  lis  Maje-^ly,  with  (lie  view  ol'  joiniri}^'  in 
the  (-i)ii;.^ra'ulati))n<<  nf  all  |)ariH  oi'  the  linipiri*  npon  (lie  rare  histiai- 
4  a!  inslanee  of  I  lis  iShijesty's  cveiitl'id  rei^ti  having  extended  to  hidt' 
it  «'enlnry.  Ih>lh  Athlres^eo  wcTc  voted  in  tcniirt  which  \v(Mi!d  havo 
iuduee<l  it  person,  unaecpiainfed  with  (he  prejndiees  of  (In;  Majority, 
(o  Hiippose  that  they  were  ready  to  Kaeriliei?  their  lives  and  lortnia-H 
in  (he  si;rvi<'c  o<"  (he  lanpire  at  lat}.;e;  hut  it  soon  appeared  tliat  ani- 
liilion  and  llu:  ^ralili<'ation  oi' resent iiient  a^^ainst  un  individu.d,  woidd 
<liarae(erise  (heir  nieasm'es. 

'I'he  Speaker  and  hi»t  adherents  had  not  so  far  lost  si|,;lit  of  all  idean 
ol"  deeornni  us  to  join  in  any  piihtic  ilrchiralion  a<.niiiisl  llic  (iovi'rHor'.t 
u'primmid  of  llir  conduct  iff  lite  Jt/ili  I  louse,  of  As,rin/di/,  daring  llic 
l'roro!.'ulu)n  ;  Imt,  on  the  '.iJst  of  I'ehriiary,  after  an  attenij)t  on  the 
|.tart  of  the  now  enl'eehled  Minority,  to  ttnieentrate  the  energies  of 
the  II(HihU  in((»  an  undivided  utti*ntion  to  the  paramount  (d)jeet'of 
evineiiif;  hurmony  l)etvveen  the  l*)xeeutive  and  J.egislative  powers,  for 
iju'  (h'liiMK'e  of  the  I'rovinee,  the  following  resolve  was  passed  hy  a 
Majori(y  of  '21  to  II.* 

"  liniDlvrd  lliiit  n^en/  altr.mpt  of  Ihe  Krrcrilive,  (lorrrnment,  and  of 
"  Ihn  other  hrandirH  of  Ihr  lje.<!;ilnlui'ii  (i2,(iiti-t  thh  llo'isc,  whrlhcr  in 
'*  dlctiilin^  or  rrnf^iiriiiii;  its  pvorecdiinri^.  or  in  (ipjirorlnii;  Ihe  condncl  of 
"  Home  of  ils  Monhirs,  and  diimjiproiunt:;  ihc  <onducl  of  Ihc  olltfru,  in 
"  a  viohUiim  of  die,  Sialnlf.  hi/  iihlch  Ihis  lUnisc  As  cnnsllLitlid  ;  a  hi  inch 
"  of  the  priiilc2;eK  of  thin  House,  (i2;uinHt.  which  i',  cuni.oL  f'lheiir  oh- 
"  ji'ctins;,  and  a  diinii^erouK  allack  upon  the  rii^hls  and  liberties  of  His 
*'    Mdjeshi's  iS/A';;Vf:/.s'  in  this  l^rovinv.e." 

The  same  day  the  attention  of  the  House  was  drawn  from  matters 
of  privilege,  by  Mr.  TaschercaUf  the  Grand  Voyer  or  Superintendajit 

*  We  give  the  names  of  tho  Majority  and  the  Minority,  on  the  question,  as  fol- 
l>)ws:— IVd.f,  A/fMr.v.  Debartzch,  LJ.  I'npincmi,  I.ee ;  licaiichamp,  llcburt,  Huoi, 
Citron,  Langlois,  F.  lloi,  Fortin,  St.  Julicn,  Vi^cr,  L.  lloi,  B.  I'anct,  Uuroilifr, 
Blackwood,  Jicdard,  Drapcau,  Borgia,  RltMinicr,  Uobitaillo,  and  Bcrnier.  A«//.<, 
Messrs.  II.  Cuthbert,  Duchesnay,  M'Curd,  Bell,  Muru,  Dunt3chau,  Jones,  C^f^^> 
Junes  of  Bedford,  Bowen,  and  Ougy. 
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riirotii  Mi^rnii-iil  lioin  llir  l.«  )i,i>>liitui'i'  (<•  iiulu  iiliiiiU,  lor  llir  itiiilinj',  nl 
'riitii|iilM-  KoiitlM  tinil  llir  nil  lioM  <)!'  'loll  |IiiiI;)cm.  Nolici'K  o|  rvr- 
iv  priviilr  Hill.  |«ro|ios«'(|  lo  lie  inlioiliin)!  in  nil  liilnK'  SrvsioiiM  on 
HM(  It  siiliiftlH,  «^  vw  «tr(|r|-(<(l  to  Im'  ills  <i  Inl  in  llir  (^iirlicc  ( i.i/rllc  iind 
ill  oiH*  ol  lite  N'l'w H|tii|i('iN  oi'ilic  DiHii'iti  in  wliitli  rvnv  >iii(  li  ro/i<l  or 
hriil^o  nii|:lil  )>«'  inlnuliMl  lo  hr  tnmli'.  'riir«««<  iixi'l'iil  KihoIvi-m  «m  it 
hoinr  vniis  aOcrwiiiiU  luoililiril  lo  iiiri'l  llii' t'licici^iiii^  Nliiilti|;t'iii.>t  ol 
piiijiTtor".  « lio  lit'  now  ol»li|M'(l  lo  dcsci  ilir,  in  iinlilic  iiilvt  tIhi  iiirhU 
llir  iitilinr  ,iii«l  r\t(<nl  ol'ilir  iin|>ro>('nuiilH  (ind  k^iHJaliM  rni-oniii|;i- 
inrnl  Tor  uliiclt  lIu'V  prlilion. 

On  llir  .)lli  IVIniiin\,  Mr.  H/fuhritufnrvowAvA  l>v  .Vf.  (%non,  nli- 
tiiinctl  li';)\(<  lo  liiiiijr  in  ii  Hill  lo  roiilinno  llir  I(<iii|ioiim  v  Acl  lor  llic 
Im'II«m  pirvrrxiition  ol'  Ills  !Miijr,siv"rt  (ioxrniinnil.  m  lii»  h  miim  liniillf 
p:i«*<4((|  will)  an  anirndnirni,  sliotvin;;  llic  rNirciiio  jniloiHv  ol'llic  iMa- 
ioiih,  un«l  llial  lli(\v  supposed  lliat  llirir  aniliitioiis  piojct  In  tni^'lii 
hv  lu'stinbcd  l>y  (lio  pouern  \Uiirli  tliis  Ait  ionlrii'id  upon  llir 
l'.\miti\r. 

\N  lu-n  tlio  suhj<"(i  oC volinjj;  llir  iuMH>ssafv  Mnnislor  drlraun^;  all  llio 
«'Npt'nst>s  ol"  llu' ri\il  (iovt'rnnu'iil  oCtlir  ri-oxinrt' «hs  a^itatrd  Till 
V'l'lMnarv,  tlu'  anxirly  ol'llio  Alajoiily  lo  avoi«l  a  tIrvcN'prnu'ntol  llirir 
uiinior  vioHs  was  rxitu-rd  hy  it'liisiiifx  lo  npiioini  a  St-Uni  ('onnnilUr 
lo  ontpiiir  inlollio  picsiMil  stale  ol'tlic  Krvniiii>  ami  lApindilun-,  and 
llio  jialurr  ol'  t\\v  Ails  ntiw  in  loiri",  on  lh«»si<  siibjcolM.  Tlu*  llonso 
iinniidiatt'ly  urni  into  Connniller,  and  on  llu<  lOlh  I'dirnary,  al'tri- 
derlnrinu;  thr  aliilily  «>rfhr  I*rovinrc,  tlu*  llousr  l»y  a  gn-al  INIajoiity, 
iiu'huling  Messrs.  Jirdnnf,  Vnpiucau,  li/iiih/ui,  I'nut  and  Drhnrlult, 
ivsolxcvl  as  lollows  :  'iluit  this  House  wi//  voir  in  tfiix  Srssitin  t/w  iir- 
{vssoti/ sums  for  iic/roi^iiip^  the  Civil  Kvpniccs  of  the  (wvcrnnicnt  n/' 
tfils  ri(>viihY. 

TluMonnnririal  IVlinovily,  who  liad  no  idon  tliat  tliisijtiiulgc  wonid 
he  oiinslrn<d  othciwiso  than  as  a  simple  undi'itaKing  to  comt  tlio  dt*- 
livMoni'x  o(  tlio  pormam'nt  KrviMuu',  without  inltMliiinj:!:  with  the 
jipproprialion  of  tho  latlor,  w«mv  ast«)nishrd  at  tho  caj^cnicssand 
puvipiiaiion  «>l'tho  Majority,  aiul  nuioly  doprecattd  lirsh  taxes  on 
Commerce;  but  the  (.unenior  and  his  I-'xeeuiive  (\»uneil  appear  to 
ha\e  penetrateil  the  views  ot'  the  Assembly,  and  to  have  Ibrc'seen  that 
the  eondiiiotis  attaehed  to  the  proposed  vote,  iniijhl,  it  submitted  to, 
brine  the  appropriatioji  Oi  the  whole  lievenue  of  the  Proviuee  under 
the  contronl  of  the  IVeneh  Canadians,  who  nuj;lit  thus  vuifir  nun/ 
vt/iWr,  iucludiii;^  t/ir  (ioxrmor  atid  ihr  Jiu/ofs,  their  hiimhlc  servants, 
i,tst<ad  ofi'ci},;:  the  servants  of' n  'generous.  Monarch. 

Startled  at  this  prospect,  which  came  home  to  their  business  and 
l>osoms,  it  was  agreed  to  give  such  an  answer  to  the  AtUlress  of  the 
House,  accompanying  Addresses  to  the  three  branches  of  the  Impe- 
rial railiaincnt  as  should,  as  for  as  possible,  prevent  liilurc  cavils.    If 
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Sir  Jiilm  Sftiifnitul,  li  ii|  lin  ii  as  attfiilivi;  to  prmlriit  CouiicillorH  in 
llii>(  irrfj)!!-!,  uhni  llir  IIimih-  wan  i  iillcil  ii|ioii  lo  rrdvciii  thi;  |ili'fl^(: 
ol  its  |iii(lrrt' .4i(r,  a*  Sn  Jnni'i  lliiiii/  ('niij'^  wa  t,  whni  if.  wan  (;r4t 
ollrictl,  MMM  II  liMiiIilc  uoiilil  have  i»i en  |a)  vi  iitcii  ;  anil  th«-  new  'I'lnjun 
I  I'll  w  uiiiiM  riMcvii'  have  b(«f  II  ilriiicil  ii(biiitlan<'r — Tlif  aiiAwir  of 
IIh  l'',H('rllnn'y  thi'irloii'  wan  (•xtrcnicly  fnianlid  ;  and  hr  parfif ularly 
lii'ii^lrd  n|HHi  llic  ( '(iii>t|ihlliiiii;il  iiidil  ol'llic  l,iMfi-<!iilivc  Coiiih  I  In  a 
|in\iiiiM  iMV("(li).;alinii  and  i  tinnii  ifiicc  in  tlf  r\|(cdi(ii' y  olii..  Rc- 
KidvcM  and  Addrrs'irM  of  llic  1  liiimc  nl'  Akhi  uilily  ii|ioii  u  Mubjcct,  in 
\\\\u\\,  II  /  iiini/i/  fi\  II  in-nn/itiiifr  fir/liu/i  n/l/irf.rf.rif,/afun-,  hut  n^f 
ttriijii^iil  iif  iii'lii  hlinils  Inn  III"  ii  Im ',',>'  ''liil<i'  in  llir  iiiniltif,  it  xitis  in- 
Itii^hd.  Ill  rii>in<^  III  li.iiisiiiit  llir  A(l(ln'.-.scH  nC  llic  IIniHC  to  llui 
laiiilH  and  ( 'umiiiiuim,  Imlli  oi'  uliirh  he  dcrincd  iin|iri-('«'d(  iitcd,  In: 
|MMiiii4rd  III  liaii'unil  llir  Addiis-i  |o  His  Miijcily,  in  ladir  lliiil,  iiy 
llh-n  own  ai'l,  I  In  Alajiay  nii|dil  be  roiinally  a|i|iiiHrd  oi  the  ability 
ami  ol'llic  voliinlmv  |)l('il;;c,  wliiili  tlic  |ii'o|ilc  of  lliis  I'roviiMc  bad 
llni^  ).^ivin,  to  |t:iy  ibi-  enlire  divil  ICxpiiidiltnc  ol'lbi;  I'roviine,  v\litn 
i('t|niicd  HO  lo  do, 

Il  isrvidcni  iliat  iIiIh  anmvcr  not  only  (guarded  ibc  rijdiis  ofnis  Ma- 
jesty and  oi  llic  Iiii|)ci-ial  I'.n'liaincnl,  bill  aUo  tlioic  oi'ilic  lA-p.N^laiivc 
Conncil.  and  more  iiarlicnlarly  cxclndcd  all  Ii()|m.-  of  admitiin^' iIil; 
eonlroid  ol'llic  ANU'inbly  over  tin;  |>rcsciit  and  i'ntnrc  tirrilorial  Ko 
veiiiie  of  llic  Cidun;  and  we  can  llierelbrir  easily  aeconnt  lor  tliu 
syiii|iloiiis  orinoililicd  anibilion  evliibiud  by  iIil-  Majority,  on  rccciv- 
iiij;  lliix  n'|)ly,  wliicli  tliey  iniinedialely  Riibjeeled  lo  tliu  inve.sli;,'ation 
ol' a  ('oiinnillee,  eoiiiposed  oI'McMsrs.  /iiiniilat'Ts,  lialunl,  'I'usclir.rcnu, 
Hi>i'\hi,  IlidUilirt  iinil  l,.,l.  I'djiincnii, 

In  evciy  procicdin;;  ol'llic  House  of  A.-.'^cMiibly,  the  French  Cana- 
dii.n  Majoiily  showed  a  desire  lo  destroy  the  ri^lilH  of  the  Le;^isla- 
tivi'  Coiineil  as  a^eo-ordiiiale  and  important  brunch  of  the  Provincial 
l4'!;islatin'e.  The  ('oiistitiiiioii:il  rights  of  this  body  inlerfered  with 
eviry  sli'p  in  llic  ambilions  eantr  of  the  former,  and  destroyed  all 
analoi;y  with  llii'  pio<ec(liii{.;.s  of  the  old  Colonies  as  to  the  appoint- 
inciit  of  A};cnls,  and,  xtriclli/  spcdliiirj^,  even  of  CommisKioners,  on 
iMiiancial  inlcrcmirsc  uilh  (Jreat  Ihitain  or  the  sister  I'rovinces  of 
Ihiiish  America.  Whenevi'r,  ihcrelbre,  the  (|tieslion  of  jippointingi 
('ohmial  Ai^i-nl.as  «|iseiissed  this  Session,  has  come  before  the  Ilonso 
of  Assembly,  the  Majority  has  always  resisted  any  interference  on  the 
partofihe  lvejji;islative  Council, vvithout,  however,  receivin*^  any  support 
I'nmi  persons  ae(|uainled  with  the  (Constitution  of  U|)[)er  and  Lower 
Canada,  and  williiit;,  as  becomes  loyal  subjects,  to  submit  to  it  as  an 
Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

The  Majority  of  the  Mouse  of  Assembly  this  Session  attempted  to 
•nppoint  and  support  a  Colonial  Agent  at  the  seat  of  His  Majesty's 
(loveniment,  in  the  same  manner  as  was  ])ractised  by  the  old  Colo- 
nies ;  and  a  liill  for  thi«  pur|)osc  was  introduced,  but,  like  other  ani- 
l)i(ious  pioji'cts,  was  prevented  from  progress  by  the  approaching 
iVorogulion  and  Disuolulioii. 
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1  lie  Hill  for  iinincdi:iti'ly  diiiiiblitig  the  Judges  l>avii)(;  been  speedily 
pnsHed,  was  relumed  hy  the  I.eginlative  Coiiiieil,  willian  iiineiidineiit, 
wliieli,  ill  aeeordunee  with  tlie  leriiis  and  eonditions  ot'tlie  |{<>)al  Ah- 
fceiit  proposed  to  he  ^iveii  hy  His  Majesfy'.s  Kepreseiitalive,  jxistpoif 
C(/,  to  the  cud  of  the  present  /'ttr/itimeiitt  the  incajuuitif  n/'  Jik/^cs  vf 
Wis  Mnjesti/s  Ct  urt  of  Kind's  lieiuh  to  sit  niid  vote  in  the  House  of 
Assniihli/.  The  Miijority,  anxious  to  ohtain  the  jia^sage  of  the  Aet, 
hut  still  more  eager  to  he  relieved  I'roni  the  preseiiee  of  .Judge  De- 
bonne,  now  returned  to  a  vote  ofexpidsion,  and  by  a  Majority  ol'  I!) 
to  10,  they  declared  his  seat  vaeant :  they  also  rejeeted  that  part  of  the 
nnuMidinent  of  the  Council,  which  would  have  admitted  of  this  individual 
being  re-elected  or  replaced  by  another  .Iu<Ige,  and  thus  brought 
themselves  into  direct  collision,  not  only  witli  the  Legislative  Council 
.nnd  with  the  (rovernor'H  instructions,  but  also  with  the  Constitulional 
rights  of  the  elective  body,  to  whom  an  innnediate  appeal  by  Writ  of 
l^lection  to  (ill  thi;  seat  thus  declared  vacant,  Motdd  have  takett  place. 

These  proecedirjgs,  leading  to  n  resort,  through  the  Speaker  of  the 
Iliuise,  to  His  I'.xcellency  to  issue  a  Writ  in  His  Majesty's  name  for 
the  Kleetion  ol'a  Mend>er  forthe('ounty  of  Quebec,  in  the  place  and 
stead  of  the  expelled  .ludge,  placed  the  CJovernor  (Jeneral  in  an  un- 

t)rceedented  dilemma,  from  which  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  extriculu 
limself,  by  a  new  Dissolution  of  the  Provincial  I*jirlian)ent. 

Accordingly,  on  the  '2Gth  February,  His  Excellency,  having  com- 
manded the  attendance  of  the  House  in  the  Legislative  Council 
Chamber,  and  having  there  given  the  Royal  Assent  to  the  Dills  for  re- 
newing two  temporary  Acts,  intimated  his  intentions  in  a  Speec!;  to 
both  Houses,  from  which  we  give  the  following  extracts  : 

yVhnltver  iiiighi  lie  mij  prrstjiKil  u-ishcH,  or  liou^x'er  stioHp;  uilnhi  he 
mil  desire,  that  the  public  /)M.s/H«r,s.s  should  svjfer  no  inleni/ptim,  J  fear 
that,  on  thix  occasion ^  nothiniris  left  to  ///(/  discntiun  :  it  lias  been  ren- 
dered impossible  for  me  to  act  o  hericise  than  in  the  wajj  in  which  I  mn 
proposingj" 

'•  The  House  of  Assembly  his  taken  upon  itself,  without  the  participa- 
tion of  the  olher  brar.ches  of  the  Legislnture,  to  pass  a  vole  that  a  Judge 
of  His  Majesty's  Coiirt  of  Kings  Hench  cannot  sit  nor  vote  in  that 
House,  however  I  might  set  ai>ide  the  personal  feelings  which  irovld 
not  be  unnatural  in  me,  as  to  the  mode  in  which  this  transaction  has  Ik  en 
conducted  toivards  myself,  there  is  another  and  infinilely  higher  consider- 
ation arises  out  of  it,  which  I  must  not  overlook. 

"  It  is  impossihle  for  me  to  consider  irhal  has  been  done  in  any  other 
light  than  as  a  direct  violation  of  an  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament — 
of  that  Parliament  which  confei  red  on  you  the  Constitution,  to  which,  you 
profess  to  owe  your  present  prosperity  ;  nor  can  I  do  otherwise  tiian 
consider  the  House  of  Assembly  as  turning  unconstitutionally  disfran- 
chised a  large  portion  of  His  Majesty'^i  Subjects,  and  rendered  incli- 
gibley  by  an  authority  irhich  they  do  not  possess,  another  not  inconsider- 
able class  of  the  community.''^ 

"  Such  an  assumption  1  should,  at  any  rale,  feci  myself  bound,  by 
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even/  tie  of  dulii,  to  ojijnmr  ;  hut,  in  ronseijui'nre  of  Ihe  rxpntsion  nj  ihi^ 
Alcmhrr  for  thn  ('onntyof  Quebec,  a  vnvuiwy  in  Ihf.  reprfxenftitiun  fur 
Untl.  Ciiunti/  has  betii  divlorcil  ;  diid  It  n'oiihl  be.  nrceHHnn/ th'it  a  fieri/' 
H'lit  should  i^sue  for  the.  rltxlion  of  another  incinbfr.  That  writ  iroulil. 
hell)  he  si<rrit(l  hi/  nic  :  (ienlU'men — I  cnnnot  —ditri-  not  render  niyM-lf 
a  jiuttaker  in  a  vinlntion  uf  on  Act  of  the  loi^t-riul  Puiliuvient  ;  and 
I  Icnow  no  other  way  hy  which  I  can  avoid  becnning  ao,  but  thai 
which  I   lun  piirmiinii.** 

Hid  Kxcelleiicy  eii(le(l  his  Speech  ns  he  had  hemiri  it,  hy  stnliiipj 
hi^  Hiiict're  regret  at  tliis  new  resort  t<»  His  Majesty's  Prerogative,  re- 
lyiiif^iipon  the  good  sense  »)f  the  i^lectors  lor  his  ac<jnittanee  from  all 
blame,  in  the  course  uhich  had  been  rendered  necessary,  by  circum- 
stances beyond  his  controul. 

Thus  ended  the  sixth  Parliament,  after  a  Session  of  four  wpcks. 
Instead  of  feeling  great  alarm  from  this  new  Dissolution,  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Asseml)ly  concerned  in  the  obnoxious  measures,  knowing 
the  gullibility  of  the  great  Majority  of  the  l-llectors,  confidently  ex- 
pected to  be  returni'tl  triumphantly,  and  to  be  enabled  to  continue 
their  plans  of  exclusive  domination  for  iliemselves  and  for  the  "  \u- 
tion  Canndicnne:."  One  might  even  be  permitted  to  conjecture  that 
they  courted  this  new  exercise  of  the  Prerogative,  in  order  io  linve  au 
opportunity  ot  appealing,  as  patriotic  atui  persecuted  men,  to  the 
Electors,  and  to  conciliate  them  in  favor  of  the  fre<juently  proposed 
measure  of  granting  pecuniary  compensation  for  legiblative  services, 
which  the  penurious  spirit  of  the  Habitants,  not  less  ttian  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  KxeciUiyc»  had  hitherto  impeded. 
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CHAP.  XII. 
A.  D.  1811. 

Sccenlh  Prol'iucial  Parliameiil.—  l'ninty  of  the  e.rpcclatinnx  er.lcyhnnctl.  !>j/ 
some  pcrx'jiis  l/nif  tlic  Dissrj/utinii  'J'f/ic  si:vl/i  I'aiiiiiinciit  wtu.'daiu.^t'  Mcin  • 
hcrsfavti(ib/c  to  the  Huvcrninei.t  to  be  vcliniicit.  -77/ /v  ilimiiptiiiliiiful  in- 
ciibcd  to  t/ici'/ianidiiiistic  prcpoxsn.sions  and  peculiarities  i>J'  the  E/cctirn. 
-Uetrospectivc  at/usion  to  the  f urination  of  the  chdntrter  <  d  pj/ilirn/. 
opiiiioits  o/'the  E/ertors.  -The  new  Coi!;:titiitinJt  has  the  cijecl  ufdi^tnidi/iii 
iheiruii luh,  btj  i nt r /d i/c i /rj; ro/ri ■  io/is  between  the  nt.'iir^  aiithorilie^.  Tin: 
vanity  and  the  le/i'^ioiis prej iidiecs oj  llonnsh  Klect'ivx,  incline  litem  nlwui/i 
to  support  the  elected,  au:ai>ist  the  aullioritics  created  by  the  Vrero-^ative  of  a 
Protectant  Kiiig.  —  Co/.'jidencc  at  first  disp/aijed  by  the  old  Members,  as  to  the 
event  oj  beint^  re-e.'ected.  —They  are  however  alarmed  at  the  prcparati  m-f 
oj  I  he  Government  a7td  of  the  subjects  of  Jiritish  descent  to  infuevce  the 
F.lectors.  —  The  ('.\s\mF.y  newspaper  becomes  more  and  mure  violent  a-^ninst 
the  I\vccutive.~  Rumour  of  its  beiii^  partly  supported  by  the  Vlenipotcn- 
tiary  of  Naptleju  JUionaparte.  —  The  C.'cvernor  Clcneral  suppresses  the 
Cauadien,  seizing  the  Printing  Press  an'  all  the  papers  found  in  the 
Print iug  Ojjlce.—llc  imprisons  t'rree  Members  of  the  sixDt  Parliament, 
as  suspected  of  seditions  practices.— Conjectures  on  the  subject  of  those 
measures,  which  ivere  not  fjlhwed  np  by  any  public  trials.— TItey  arc  sup- 
posed to  ha  ve  been  merely  intended  to  excite  the  attention  of  the  Electors  a  t 
this  crisis  of  taking  the  sense  of  the  people.— Reluctance  of  the  Sub- 
jects of  British  origin  to  acquiesce  in  the  intention,  ascribed  to  the 
Covernor,  of  suspending  the  Constitution,— Jealousy  existing  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Montreal  against  the  Quebec  Junta.  — The  Ad'fressei  of  I'.ritish 
Candidates  rejerred  to,  as  proofs  of  their  inexperience  and  delusion — A 
variety  of  Candidates  at  the  general  election.— The  old  Members  prevail — 
Immediate  consequences  of  the  disappointment  oJ  the  British  Candidates. — 
A  feeble  effort  made  in  favor  of  a  suspension,  of  the  Constitution. —  Causes 
of  the  failure  of  this  half  measure,  and  allusion  to  the  preferable  course 
of  uniting  Upper  to  Lower  Canada,  and  at  the  same  time  improving  the 
Cjnsiitutional  Act,  31,  Ceo.  III.  Caj).  5\.— Review  of  arguments  in  favor 
of  this  course,  and  reference  to  the pistponed  Union  Bill  of  the  year  1822, 
as  containing  the  true  remedy  for  the  grievances  of  the  Subjects  of  British 
descent  in.  Lower  Canada.— First  Sessio7i  of  the  seventh  Provincial  Parlia- 
ment.— Feeble  Minority  in  the  House  of  Asscn.bly,  in  favor  oJ' the  Kxecu- 
tive.—^tr.  Panet  re-elected  Speaker.— The  Covernor  C'eneral's  Spcech.—Hc 
sujjpresses  all  his  favorite  topics,  and  confines  himself  to  local  affairs,  and 
to  the  state  of  the  7iegotiations  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 
—Address  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  containing  aremarkablc  admission  that 
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jealousies  exist,  between  the  I'rcncU  {'anailiant  and  the  Si:bjert<  of  i'.rili'h 
descent.  -The  case  u/'  I'ierre  Unliird,  n  Mcinher  uf  Ihc  si.xlU  I'lir/iiiiiienf,  re- 
elected fur  the  seventh,  while  he  was  inijiriiHic  I  uiiiler  the  airn  titi  i/i  o/' 
seditious  practices.  Te/iiptri.  i/r.;  Cjinliict  of  the  Maj  triltj,  with  cu'JeC' 
tnres  un   its  nnascertai/ied   causes.     Indnslrjij  of  the   House  of  Asse:nii'j/.  - 


I'efiti'i'i    of  the  lU'btirs  ctvfined   in  the 
■i:ill  fruni  the   I.c- 


Itcricw  of  vartjus   proceeding. 

Cfi'tl  of  Montreal'  -  T'xnedienctj  of  a  l'.aiikri/}it  Law, 
gislatiee  Council,  makiii g  it  fe/'tpij  t  jciiniterfeit  fjreiiin  Cjtns  ami  firri'ji 
prtinissDry  voles — The  ci  iiiic  reducetl  tin  nii'deinranor  bij  the  As  ei.ibljj  ; 
and  an  Act  pxual  acordingljj.  -liejlccti  ins  on.  the  e.veeulijn  of  this  Act.  -- 
Hill  for  the  contiintatitn  of  the  Ca  tl  *)ut  ies  Act-  promoted  '\ij  the  nr/^eiicij  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Tiiree  Itirer.i  ( ,  have  a  new  Caol,  at  die  general  e.vju/ne. 
Hill  f'trapp'yin;,  the  brqiiest  of  John  Conrad  Marsleller  t  >  the  I'.Unb.'isli.. 
mciil  of  a  House  of  linliistrij  ftr  the  pior,  at  Montreal.  -I'ate  of  this  e^'a- 
l)li<hinent.  Altorlire  olleinpfbi/  the  Maj trilij,lo  rest'ire  the proicribed  nude 
of  civering  the  roofi  of  homes  with  shingla  in  Mtiiti  enl.  —Accjunt  of  th  ^ 
i'ruvincial  Revenue,  and  the  e(]'ects  of  it  i  j)rospvrous  state,  on  the  diipt.<i- 
tion  of  the  House  of  Assembly  tt  lavish  the  prjiluce  of  taxes  on  Mcrchau' 
diseftr  lyjcal purp'jses.  —Hill  to  give  an  exclusive  tight  tj  .luhn  Mtlstn  tt 
S/eamlnat  Xavigatiin  on  the  St,  Lawrence,  passed  in  the  House  of  A-ncub'tj, 
hilt  rejected  in  the  Ixgiilativc  Council,  -llcjlections  upjfi  this  a7id  future 
failures,  f>  obtain  enc turagemcnt  fnjin  the  (Government  of  Low^r  (anada  tj 
great  undertakings,  -dumber  of  Acts  passed  during  this  busy  Se-.itu,  - 
Account  of  Sir  James  Henrjj  Craig^s  farewell  Speech,  and  extracts  ft  jui 
the  same. 

ArTF.ri  the  Dissolution  of  tlie  sixth  House  of  Assembly,  under  crr- 
cumstanci's,  wliich,  to  disint(;rc'ste(l  spcctutorb',  seemed  to  justify  tlii.-» 
exercise  of  the  Prerngsuive,  it  was  expected  that  a  reaction  uoiihl  take 
phice ;  and  that  the  great  body  of  tlie  Constituents  would,  liom  pru- 
dential motives,  if'nolj'roinhvji^hcrprlncipley.,  have  disapproved  of  the 
revolutionary  conduct  of  their  Representatives.  This  expectation, 
however,  was  contradicted  by  the  event,  which  is  to  be  explained  by 
the  peculiai  habits  of  thou<;ht  and  character,  which  distinguiiih  the 
French  Canadians.  These  habits  and  character,  originally  formed  by 
the  despotic  government,  civil,  military,  and  ecclesiastical,  of  Louis 
the  XlVth  of  France,  induced  the  French  Canadian  population  chielly 
to  regard  the  immediate  agents  of  authority,  who  came  in  daily  or  Ire- 
quent  contact  with  them,  by  oral  commantl  or  conmiunication.  Thus, 
long  after  the  Conquest,  the  lowest  agent  of  authority  had  only  to  pre- 
sent himself,  in  the  name  ol  the  k'ii:<r,  to  be  instantly  obeyed.  It  wag 
not  a  King,  a  (Jovernor,  a  (Jeneral,  a  Judge,  or  u  Bishop,  with  whom 
they  had  personal  communication  :  these  awful  authorities  they  sur- 
veyed at  a  distance,  with  due  reverence  ;  but  their  inmiediate  obedi- 
ence was  considered  as  due  to  a  Seigneur,  a  Justice  of  Peace,  an  OIH- 
cer  of  Militia,  a  Bailiff,  and  a  Cure,  or  Priest.  When  the  British 
Parliament,  therefore,  established  a  House  of  Assembly,  the  iSIcin- 


i 


. 


i  'i'  'i' 


If  ^ 
V 


n 


\Sl 


I'Or.rilCAl,    ANNALS 


[CIIAI*. 


IxM-s  of  lliiit  new  ly  (•oiistihiti'd  antlioiity,    tlton'^h   cIiokou    by    tliciii- 
solvfs.   were  adinitlcd  to  a  i;r(';it    sluirc  ol"   tlic    li.'iMdiiil    sulxiiisM'on, 
u liicli  llu'ir  Coiistiliiciils  wi'it'  iici-nstdimd  to  piiy  to  every  Jij^n it  oC 
juilhoritv,  who  liimr  iiiloiinim'di.ito  rontjict  with  tlinti.      By  the  iiiw 
Constitution,   ihi'  Habitants,  in   ("act,  snpjjost'd  that   they    were  tv;»i- 
vnnit/id  by  the  (lovenior,  al  evi-ry  election,   to    choose   riders    over 
themselves  ;  and,   havinj^  once  chosen   them,   they   readily  achnitteil 
lliem  to  ^reat  authority  ami  inHuence  over  tiii'ir  opinions  and   eon- 
(hict.      Ik'lii'vinj;-  this  to  be  the  (hs])osilion  of  tlie  ij^norant    j)ea.santry 
of  Lower  Canaihi,  we  can  have  no  thtiicidly  in  supposinj^  tlwit  what,  in  a 
free  and  inlellifjiMit  c<nnmunity,  is  properly  called  Puumc  Ocinion,  is 
in  //lis  Province  nirn'/i/  the  c(ji'ct  n/'l/iropinioiis  0/  l/ic  immtdititc  a^rcnts  r.f 
niithn-iti/,  iucludiihy  the  .Members  of  the  Assemhli/.,  oprratinja;  upon  the  iia- 
turn!  desires,  of  a  peap.'e  altnelud  to  the  laxvs,  laiio;u(t!re,  /labils,  vitnniers 
and  prejudices  oft  heir  French  ancestors.  The  inunediate  agents  of'aulho- 
rity,  therefore,  who  interfere  the   least  with  those  characteristics,  will 
be  the  most  favored  by  theni.     We  Hatter  ourselves  that  these  expla- 
nations have  enabled  our  readers  to  recojjjnisc   the  inHuence  which 
predominated  at  the  new  election,  in  April,   181  (•.     The  Sovereign 
was  a  Protestant  King  of  a  Protestant  nation;    the  Governor  was  u 
Protestant,  as  was  the  Majority  of  his  Executive  Coujicil ;  the  Ma- 
jority of  the  Legislative  Council  was  also  Protestant,  and  partly  com« 
posed  of  persons  in  olHcc,  who  received  salaries.     On  the  other  iiand, 
the  Members  of  the  dissolved  Assembly  were  persons  who  professed 
the  Uomish  Religion,  who  held  no  lucrative  oHicc  under  the  Covern- 
nicnt,  and  who  had  been  chosen  as  friendly  to  their  civil  and  religious 
rights,  and  opposed  to  every  nieasnre  which  could  disturb   the  rou- 
tine of  their  hereditnr\'  labours  and  enjoyments.     Indolent,  particu- 
larly in  mind,  they  could  not  analyse  the  conduct  of  their  Represen- 
tatives, and  discriminate  the  parts  which  belonged  to  inordinate  and 
selfish  ambition,  from  those  which  nn'ght  be  ascribed  to  zeal  for  their 
service.* 

The  old  Mend)ers  were  so  confident  of  the  effects  of  those  cha- 
racteristics of  their  Constituents,  that  they  derided  every  doubt  of  re- 
election.f  Perceiving,  however,  the  exertions  of  the  Executive  and 
of  the  Subjects  of  Britibh  origin  against  them,  they  resumed  the  aims 

•  With  respect  to  acknowledgment  and  feeh'ngs  of  service,  there  is  little  differ- 
ence between  the  conductor  a  Sovereign  and  tiiat  of  aConstitutional  body  of  the  peo- 
ple :  When  tlie  tyrannical  conduct  of  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  in  Scotland  was  prov- 
ed before  Charles  the  Second  and  his  Council,  that  Monarch,  while  he  reprobated 
it,  could  not  help  expressing  his  feeling  that  the  Noble  Earl  had  been  actuated  with 
views  to  promote  the  interest  of  his  Prince. 

f  One  of  the  old  members,  being  accosted  by  an  acquaintance  in  Montreal,  who,  in 
atone  of  regret,  remarked  that  the  Assembly  had  been  dissolved  or  broken,  repVied-— 
that  it  is  true,  but  the  fragments  are  good.  We  see  that  this  anecdote  will  look  bet- 
ter in  French,  as  follows—"  Un  ami,  rencontrant  sur  le  march^  Montr.  D  '  r, 
"tui  dit,  en  haussant  les  ej>aules^ah.  Monsieur,  notre  Parlement  est  encore  casse ; 
"  oui,  repondit  Jiercment  Mr.  D  r,  le  Parlement  est  cass^,   maii  les  morceaux 

"en  sont  bons." 
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Caiinditiii,  was  adopted  to  riinii.ili  the  text  for  general  comiiienf,  and 
was  circnialed  at  siu  h  expense,  as  gave  occasi(»n  to  suppose  lliat  I'o- 
reign  contrihiitions  !br  its  support  iniglif  have  been  I'lirnished.  I'tliev- 
iiig,  as  we  do,  thiit  'I'/ir  ('(iiiadirn  was  merely  supported  l,>y  the 
l''reiic!i  Canadian  Majority  of  tlie  lionse  ol'  Assend)ly  and  their  ad- 
herents, witii  the  vii'W  of  |)ronioting  the  exehisive  domination  <tt' the 
popular  braneli  of  the  Legislature,  we  cannot  however,  as  historians, 
liejp  iiuMitioning,  that  the  anti-Hritisli  sentiments  which  that  |)ap('r 
contained.  }',-.tve  cmrency  to  an  idle  report,  thatit  was  partly  support- 
ed by  the  I''rench  I'lenipotentiary  at  Washington,  the  Metropolis  of 
the  IJniled  States.  The  ('(iiKidicn  thus  conne(;ted,  in  the  n  'ids  of 
till  credulous,  with  tlu;  intrigui'S  and  ambition  of  iS'dpolcon  UumKipnrlc, 
became  an  object  of  additional  alarm  and  detestation  to  many  per- 
sons well  allected  to  (Joveriiaient.  Urged  by  them,  and  farther  sti- 
mulated hy  the  seditious  writings  which  it  contained,  the  (iovernor 
(ieneral,  whose  native  courage  and  military  hahits  might  have  made 
him  despise  paper  builds,  was  induced  to  take  summary  measures 
against  the  I'Vench  Canadian  Press.  On  the  ITtli  IMarcli,  umier  the 
authority  of  the  I'^xecufive,  the  printiii};  odice  of  the  Canwlirn  was 
forcibly  entered,  and  all  the  papers,  with  the  press  and  piinting  ap- 
paratus found  therein,  were  seized  and  conveyed  to  the  Court  Ilous-e 
of  (Quebec.  As  might  he  expected,  the  Printer  also,  after  examina- 
tion i)efore  the  Council,  was  commit'.ed  to  prison;  but,  on  what 
grounds  the  ulterior  measures  of  the  ICxecutive  wen;  tai<en,  is  a<jues- 
tion  of  mystery  which  future  writers  wi'I  have  to  investigate.  Though 
the  mass  of  tlie  population,  unable  to  read  or  write,  unprovided  with 
arms  ai.<l  the  habit  of  usJngthem,  could  not  be  supposed  to  sympathise 
with  the  fate  of  the  uationnl  press,  or  beable  torevenge  its  destruction, 
the  Executive  followed  up  this  measure  of  force  with  others,  indicating 
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lorcea  ;  anu  mili- 
tary patroies  paraded  tlu'ougb  tlie  city  and  suburbs  of  Quebec.  The 
mail,  containing  letters  for  Montreal,  was  detained;  and  various  other 
precautions  in  the  power  of  Government  were  taken,  as  if  to  prevent  the 
objects  of  prosecution  from  escape.  Meantime,  the  well  disposed  part 
of  the  community  trembled  at  tin's  crisis,  believing  that  an  extensive 
conspiracy  for  their  destruction,  had  been  made  known  to  the  Ciovern- 
nient ;  but  it  turned  out  a  false  f.larni ;  and,  after  due  enquiry  through- 
out the  country,  and  a  strict  examination  of  the  papers  found  in  ilie 
ofHce  of  the  Canadian  j)ress,  six  individuals  only  were  taken  into  cus- 
tody ;  and  none  were  driven  into  concealment  or  exile  by  conscious- 
ness of  guilt.  The  truth  is,  that  the  tendency  of  the  Constitutional 
Act  was  a  permanent  cause  of  disturbing  the  peace  on  the  eve  of  an 
election,  by  open  and  universal  sufhago ;  and,  reduced  as  we  are  to 
mere  conjecture,  we  might  suppose  that  the  (lOvernor  (jeneral,  at  this 
moment,  intended  to  susi)endtheConstituti()n,()n  tlu- jointresponsibility 
of  himself  and  the  Executive  Council,  ifwe  hud  not  the  recent  proof  of 
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Ills  (liircTcnt  PCMitinirnts  in  liis  Sprcch  to  holli  Houses,  'ICAh  rtbniary  ; 
in  which  lie  saiil,  speaking  oftlie  Constitution — "  /  cunwl,  dure  int., 
render  ivijscll  a   j}(irl(d(cr  in    the  violation  of  un  Ad  of   llic   ImpcriuL 
r(ir/i(i)unit."     Wliatever  might  have  been  the  intentions  of  the  I'Ae- 
ciitivcit  is  certain  that  even  the  Subjects  ot'lirilish  origin  had  not  yet 
suliieiently  taste<l  the  bitter  limits  of  the  Constitution  to   approve  of 
its  suspension,     'i'o  niai.y  oi"  them  it  wa?,  ^U\\  pltnsanl  to  the  ctjc  and 
yd-ccl  in  tin'  nioulli  ;   xvliilr  its  hiltcrncss  in  the  hrlli/  had  been  lilt  only 
bv  a  lew  old  residents,  and   persons  capabli-  ol' investigating  the  hrst 
i/iiiuiples  ol'Ciovernment,  and  tlieir  application  to  the  character  and 
eireumstanees  ol"  the  governetl.     The  existence  offhese  llelings  in  iii- 
vour  of  the  Constitution,  vith  al!  its  athnitted  I'aults,  was  more  par- 
ticularly ascertained  in  the  Cily  and  District  oi' Montreal,  containing 
many  lii-w  Settlers,  who  also  had  not  suilicient  confidence  in  the  (-Que- 
bec junta,  alluded  to  in  our  previous  Chapters,  to  strengthen  its  aii- 
ihority.     Strange  as  it  may  now  appear  to  our  reflecting  readers,  it  is 
a  fact"  that  many  well  intentioned  iiulividuals  of  Ih-itisli  origin  persisted 
in  expecting  beiu'fits  from  a  Constitution  connected  with  French  and 
I'eudal  Laws,  and  partly  administered  by  a  House  of  Assembly,  elected 
by  the  universal   suifrago  of  the   I'rench   Canadians  ;  n7/«.st'  ;;r;//V/r/// 
(ytiiiioiis  bad  been  entirely  fornietl  by  the  intrigues  and  speeches  of 
the  candidates  for  their  votes.     They  even  entertained  sanguine   ex- 
pectations of  the  result  of  the  new  elections:  they  seemed   to  think 
that  the  /'onus  of  the  British  Constitution,  trans|)lanted  into  Canada, 
would  operate  as  the  .substance  does   in   the  Ignited  Kingdom  ;  and 
that  the  electors,  who  neither  by  education  or  property,  are  (jualified 
to  iudiie  or  control  the  measiwes  of  the  elected,  would  nevertheless 
come  forward  and  disapprove  of  their  proceedings.     It  is  painful, 
though  necessary,   to  allude   to   those  delusions  ;  i)ut  we  imist  refer 
t)ur  intelligent  readers  to  the  Addresses  of  the  various  Candidates  of 
British  origin,  to   convince  them  of  the  vanity  of  their  expectations 
ironi  the  sense  and   prudence    of  the    elective    body.     The  general 
I'l.'ction  of  ISIO,  brought  forward  Candidates  of  every  class  and  pro- 
fession, except  .ludges:  The  doctors  and  surgeons,  who  perceived  the 
body  politic  diseased,  offered  their  services  ;  the  lawyers,  always  ex- 
pecting to  profit  by  diilerence   of  opinion  ;  the  merchants,  fearing 
new  taxes  on  imported  goods ;  the  auctioneers,  anxious  to  abolish  the 
juiction  duly  ;  the  seigneurs,  w  ishing  to  conciliate  their  feudal  rights 
villi  the  pretensions  of  their  vassals  ; — all  came  forward  on  this  occa- 
sion.    But,  seizing  the  vantage  ground  of  previous  confidence,   the 
ureal  nuijoritv  of  the  old  members  carried  the  day  ;  and  the  Ciovernor 
(leneral  was  destined  to  meet,  in  the  Legislative  Council   Chamber, 
and  even  to  admit  to  bis  social  board  the  same   men,  tvlioni  he  had 
Justin  sliii;vwtised  as    iDixvorthi/  of  the  eovntenance  or  choice  ol  hiyal 
\nh]ccts  of  His  ISIajesitj.     Meantime  the  infbience  of  external  com  ■ 
merce  on  the  progress  of  the   country  demanded  acts  of  legislation, 
which  two  successive  dissolutions  liud  impeded.    The  Majority  of 
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tlie  House  of  Assembly,  aware  that   temporary  Acts   would  best  se- 
cure th'jir  power,  had   rendered  the  regulation  of  Trade  and   Police, 
and  even  a  part  of  the  pecuniary  support  of  the  local  adininist>ation 
of  Justice  temporary;  and  they  could,  at  any  time,  alarm  the  Mer- 
chants a'.id    Citizens  of  the  Towns  with    the  view  of  expiring   Civil 
I^aws,  and  the  fear  of  their   being   replaced  by  Martial  Law,  or  re- 
vived  Ordinances  of  the    old  Government.     A  number,  however,  of 
the  eminent  Merchants  of  Quebec  and    Montreal,   aware  of  the  im- 
mense |)ower  of  the   Imperial    Government,  could   not   conceive  the 
possibility  of  its  long  permitting  a  faction,  under  colour  oi"  an  Act  of 
the  British  Parliament,  to  disturb  the  Colony,  and  paralyse  every  ef- 
fort towards  improvement.     These  practical  men,  who  had  not  oidy 
long  resided  in  Lower  Canada,    but  were  also   acquainted   with  the 
circumstances  and  situation  of  Great  Britain  and   tlie  United  States, 
could  not  be  deluded  by  the   pretensions  of  what  is  familiarly  called 
a  paper  Conslitution.     They  were   convinced  that  the  new   Constitu- 
tional Act,  31,  Geo.  IIL  Cap.  31,  by  the  introduction  of  the  forms  of 
a  free  Government   prematurely   into  Lower   Canada,  had,  in  fact, 
placed  a  Colonij  of  immense  extent,  capable  of  (ingmeiiting   tlie   com' 
nierce,  and  settling  the  surplus  population  of  Great  Britain,  info  the 
power  of  an  Anti-British  and  Anti-commercial  Jliction,   elected  by  the 
almost  universal  suffrage  of  a  gullible  population  of  French  origin, 
whose  restricted  notions  extended  to  none  of  the  improvements  necessary 
to  render  the   Country  useful  to  Great  Britain,  or  to  the  Sister  Pro- 
vinces of  Britiih  North  America.     When  the   result  of  the   General 
Election  of  the  year  1810,   had  discouraged   the  British  admirers  of 
the  Constitution,  it  was  generally  believed  that  they  would  have  sup- 
ported a  Petition  to  the  Imperial    Government,  to  the   following  ef- 
fect : — that  His   Majesty's   Ministers  would  be  pleased    to  take    the 
state  of  Lower   Canada,  under   the  present   Constitution,    into  their 
consideration,  and  investigate   the  numerous  grievances  of  the  Sub- 
jects of  British  origin,  and,  supposing  them  duly  impressed  with  the 
sinister   proceedings   of  the   Majority  of  the   House   of  Assembly, 
praying  them  to  recommend  to  the  Imperial   Parliament,  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  new  Constitution,  and  the  revival  of  the  entire  Act  of  the 
14th,  Geo.  IIL,  Cap.  83,  with  some   modifications   of  the  old  Legis- 
lative Council,  suited  to  the   commercial  and  financial  exigencies  of 
the  Province.     This  Measure,  however,   was  only   recommended  on 
the  principle  of  state  necessity,  and  in  order  to  restore  the  temporary 
tranquillity  of  the  Province,  and  to  give  the  necessary  leisure  for  ma- 
turing a  new  Constitutional  Act,  conferring  a  free  Government,  care^ 
fully  adapted  to  a  Commercial  Colony,  and  conciliating  the  rights  of 
the  Subjects  of  British  origin,  with   those  of  French   origin,    instead 
of  establishing  the  French  Canadians,  tvith  all  their  prejudices,  as  the 
masters  of  the   Country.     This  proposal   appears   to  have   been  that 
choice  of  evils,  which  men  of  property  generally  make,  in  preference 
to  hazarding  the  experioient  of  a  general  and  extensive  measure^ 
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calculated  to  expose  ihc  origin,  and  cfll'ctually  redress  the  grievan- 
ces of  a  Country;  and,  being  what  is  called  a  half  measure,  it  could 
not  excite  the  energy  and  spirit  which  the  prosj)cct  of  an  ctToctuid 
remedy  is  calculated  to  produce.  'J'he  coni|)Iaints  against  the  old 
Constitution  of  17V4,  were  still  present  to  the  nu'nds  of  many  influ- 
ential individuals  both  in  Great  Britain  and  in  Canada;  and  the  idea 
of  retrograding  in  the  forms  of  free  (lovernmcnt,  ivas  extremely  re- 
volting to  the  minds  of  many  Subjects  of  British  origin.  The  pro- 
posal, therefore,  though  probably  made  to  His  Majesty's  Ministers, 
was  not  acted  upon  ;  and  no  effort  was  made  for  the  relief  of  the 
Subjects  of  British  origin,  till  the  introduction  of  the  Bill  for  the  Le- 
gislative Union  of  Lower  and  Upper  Canada,  in  the  year  18'J'2,  which, 
with  all  its  acknowledged  faults,  w^ould  nevertheless  have  had  the  de- 
sired effect  of  teaching  the  plainest  understanding  the  true  line  of 
political  duty.  At  present,  it  is  impossible  for  any  man,  wiNhing  to 
exercise  political  rights,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pursue  in  tranquilli- 
ty his  private  interests,  to  act  with  independence  and  consistency. 
If  we  instance  a  Briton,  desirous  of  legislative  encouragement  lor 
any  improvement,  he  must  first  conciliate  the  French  Canadian  Ma- 
jority of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  thus  indispose  the  other 
branches  of  the  Government.  If  he,  on  the  other  hand,  begin  with 
engaging  the  patronage  of  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council,  his 
project,  approved  by  them,  will  be  sure  to  fail  in  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. In  this  manner,  we  shall  see  the  most  indefatigable  projec- 
tors, esteeming  highly  the  encouragement  of  the  Legislature  of  Low- 
er Canada,  driven  from  pillar  to  post,  and  obliged,  at  last,  to  rely  on 
their  own  resources.  At  this  day,  therefore,  no  individual  has  to 
thank  the  Legislature  of  Lower  Canada,  for  direct  encouragement  to 
great  undertakings ;  and  every  improvement  in  the  inland  Naviga- 
tion of  the  Province  and  of  its  Harbours,  has  been  rather  impeded, 
than  advanced  by  the  tenacious  pretensions  of  the  different  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  except  in  the  instance  of  the  Lachine  Canal. 

But  we  return  from  this  digression,  to  review  the  proceedings  of 
the  first  Session  of  the  seventh  Provincial  Parliament  of  Lower  Ca- 
nada. The  Executive  had  very  few  adherents  in  the  House  of  As- 
sembly; but  we  mention  their  names  below,  in  a  note,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that,  vnder  the  present  Constitution,  ever"  Govern- 
or pursuing  British  interests,  will  find  his  legislative  adherents  in  the 
popular  branch,  decrease  in  numbers,  respectability  and  talent.* 

*  The  Members  who  generally  supported  Government,  were  first: — (Officers  or 
Placemen,) — Mr.  Bowen,  Attorne;/  General,  Afr.  Sctrc/l,  Solicitar  General,  Mr.  Cof- 
Jin,  Mr.  Calduell,  sonof  tlie  Receiver  General.  Sui-oiul  : — (Merchants,) — hhn 
Mure,  James  Inine.  G-  M.  St.  Dir.ier,  A.  N.  McLcixl,  Matlhem  lielL — Ihc  (Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain  has  {jenerally  a  M.tjority  in  (he  Mouse  of  Coiuihoiis  in 
the  proportion  of  two  to  one,  and  in  the  Colonies  of  Nova  Scotiit,  New  liruuswick 
and  Upper  Canada,  throe  to  two; — in  Lower  Canada,  it  has,  on  the  average,  since 
the  new  Constitution,  been  in  the  Minority,  whenever  Kritisli  law  or  ascendancy 
was  in  question.  This  was  never  the  c^aa,  evcu  in  Ireland,  when  bbe  had  a  Hoitiw 
of  Commons, 
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After  the  usual    preliminaries  of  administering   the   oaths  and  ap- 
proving a  Speaker,  which,  iu  the  year  1827,  have  been  called  by  the 
Assembly  mere  mailers  of  court esi/  aiidjbnu,  the  customary  salvo  of 
privilege  took  place,  by  introducing   and  reading,  for    the  first  time, 
(he  contiimation  »)f  the  Act  for  the  regulation  of  Trade  between  this 
Province  and    the   United  States,  by    land  and    inland  Navigation. 
After  which,  Mr.  J.  A.  Panet,    xv/io  might  be   culled  the    Speaker  for 
life,  reported  the    Speech  of  the   Governor   General,  on  the  12th  of 
Decemher,  1810,  confined  chiefly  to  local  topics,  and  to  the  relations 
existing  between  His  Majesty's  Government  and  the  United   States, 
which  vitally  interested  the  Province.     His   Excellency,  feeling  that 
there  existed  no   syni[)athy  between   the    Majority  of  the   House  of 
Assembly  and  himself,    on  his  favorite   topic  of  the  warlike  exploits 
and  glory  of  Great   IJritain,  then    contending   almost   alone  against 
Napoleon  Buonaparte  and  his  Allies,    for  her  independent  existence, 
l)assed  over  European    affairs,  with  a  slight  remark  on  a  want  of  offi- 
cial accounts  to  ground  any  information   to  be  given  to  them.     With 
respect  to  the  negotiations   between   Great    Britain  and  the  United 
States,  His  Excellency  represented  them  to  be  in  a  very  unsatisfacto- 
ry state ;  and  that  new  claims,  connected  with  pretensions  of  neutral 
rights,  had  been  brought  forward,  calculated  to  embarrass  and  delay 
an  amicable   adjustment.     As  to  local  affairs,   His  Excellency  earn- 
estly recommended  the  continuation  of  the  temporary  Acts  for  the 
preservation  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  and  for  the  regulation  of 
Aliens,  together  with   the  Act  for  the  regulation  of  Trade  between 
this  Province  and  the  United  States.     Confining   his  particular  re- 
connnendations  to  those    IMeasures  to  which  their  Predecessors  had 
))ledged  themselves,   His  Excellency,   taught  by  experience  that  the 
projects  of  the  Executive   would  be  viewed  with  jealousy,    had  now 
reverted  to  the  reserved  demeanor,   which  suited  the  defensive  posi- 
tion, into  which  the  result  of  the  recent  Election  had  forced  his  Ad- 
ministration.    Addressing  the    House  of  Assembly,   His  Excellency 
said  that  he  would  direct  to  be  laid  before  it.  Statements  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Revenue  of  the    Crown,  and  of  the  Expenditure  for  the  last 
twelve  months.     He  ended  his  Speech  by  promising  to  both  Houses 
to  concur  with  them,  most  readily  and  cheerfully,  in  every  Measure 
which  they  might  propose,  in  mutual    harmony,  as  conducive  to  the 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  Colony.     "  The  rule  of  my  conduct^'* 
said  His  Excellency,  "  is  to  discharge   my  duty  to  His  Majesty,  by  a 
constant  attention    to  the   interests  of  his    Government,  and  to   the 
ivelfare  of  his   Subjects  which  he  has   committed  to  my   charge  ;  and 
these  objects  I  feel  to  he  best  promoted  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  laws 
and  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  by  maintaining  in  their 
Just  balance,  the    7-ights  and  privileges  of  every  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature" 

This  guarded,  firm  and  temperate  Speech,  in  which  every  personal 
feeling  was  subdued,  disappointed  the  expectations  of  the  Majority 
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of  tlie  House  of  Assembly,  who  found  it  difUciill  to  qunrrcl  at  the 
commencement.  The  Conjmittee  appointed  to  prepare  an  AtUhess, 
vere  at  issue  on  some  points,  as  appeared  when  the  Report  was  sub- 
mitted for  the  concurrence  of  tlie  House,  after  an  unusual  ilcUnj  of 
seven  daijx.  Mr.  Mure  and  the  Solicitor  GcueraU  havinj^  strenuously 
opposed,  in  the  select  Committee,  a  parti^iaj)h  of  the  Address  whicli 
stated  the  manner  of  the  execution  of  the  law  for  the  preservation 
of  His  Majesty's  (Jovernment,  as  not  liaving  been  calculated  to  ren- 
der its  unaltered  renewal,  a  Measure  that  woidd  insure  conlif'ence 
between  His  Majesty's  Government  and  his  Canadian  Subjects,  an 
attempt  to  expunge  it  in  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Huuse,  was 
made  by  the  feeble  Minority  which  now  supported  the  Kxecutivc  ; 
but,  with  other  ofl'ensive  insinuations,  it  was  passed  by  the  Majority. 
It  is,  however,  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  same  men  who  had,  in 
previous  Parliaments,  reprobated  an  allusion  by  His  KxccUency  to 
the  difliculty  of  preserving  the  necessary  harmony,  in  a  Province 
whose  population  was  composed  of  parts  dilfering  in  opinions,  cus- 
toms and  prejudices,  nctc  adopted  his  verij  words  on  the  snhjed,  and 
admitted  the  existence  nf  this  dispariti/  between  Lower  Canada  and  the 
other  Colonies  of  His  Majesty.  Of  the  six  individuals  taken  into 
custody  for  alledgcd  treasonable  practices,  three  were  Members  of 
the  preceding  House  of  Assembly ;  and  one  of  them,  Mr.  Pierre 
Bedard,  who  had,  under  every  condition,  except  an  aquittal  by  a  Ju- 
ry, refused  to  leave  prison,  was  re-elected.  The  Governor,  who  de- 
clined bringing  him  to  trial,  took  the  sense  of  the  House  as  to  his 
eligibility,  and  the  Majority  passed  resolves  disapproving  of  his  im- 
prisonment, and  declaring  him  duly  qualified  to  take  his  seat  and 
vote  therein.  These  resolves  were  ordered  to  be  communicated  to 
His  Excellency,  with  an  Address  expressing  the  desire  of  the  House 
for  the  liberation  of  Mr.  Pierre  Bedard ;  and  Messengers  were  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  who  declined  acting,  on  account  of  a  defect 
in  the  formality  of  their  appointment,  and  the  want  of  directions  for 
their  conduct  on  such  a  delicate  mission.* 

It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  comparative  quiet  which  prevailed 
during  this  Session ;  and,  though  it  has  been  ascribed  to  various 
causes,  some  more  efficient  will  doubtless  be  discovered  in  the  writ- 
ings of  the  adherents  of  the  different  branches  of  the  Legislature. 
It  has  on  this  subject  been  asserted,  that  the  imprisonment  of  the 
most  violent  of  the  Members  of  the  late  House  of  Assembly,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  press,  which  spread  seditious  writings,  had 
quelled  the  turbulent  spirit,  which  the  firmness  and  military  attitude 
of  the  Governor  and  an  efficient  defensive  Staff  prevented  from  ris- 
ing again  during  his  Administration.     It  has  also  been  asserted  that 

•  The  Messengers  who  had  been  named  for  this  purpose,  were  Mears.  Sour- 
dages,  Debartzcit,  Sruneau,  Lee,  Sellet,  Papineau,  junior,  and  Viger ;  but  the 
House,  at  the  moment  of  their  appointment,  having  adjourned  for  want  of  a  quo- 
rum, the  preparation  of  an  Addtess  was  neglected. 
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the  urgency  for  new  laws  on  the  part  of  influential  men  In  tlie  Pro- 
vince, effected  a  truce  between  the  branches  of  the  Legislature  ;  and, 
combined  with  the  hopes  that  the  declining  health  of  the  Ciovernor 
would  induce  him  speedily  to  leave  the  Province,  this  circumstance 
may  have  induced  the  Majority  to  temporise.  The  House  of  Assem- 
bly and  its  adherents,  however,  would  admit  no  farther  reason  for 
tranejuillity,  than  that  they  were  making  a  magnanimous  use  of  their 
victory  over  Judges,  Jews,  and  arbitrary  Dissolutions,  and  that  they 
perfectly  despised  the  Minority  which  supported  the  Executive. 

Leaving  to  future  writers  to  collect  the  various  reasons  winch  com- 
bined to  form  a  sufficient  cause,  the  House  certainly  showed  consi- 
derable industry  in  public  business,  and  matured  a  variety  of  Mea- 
sures in  such  u  manner  as  induced  the  other  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  concur  in  them,  and,  by  the  Royal  Assent,  make  them  Laws 
of  the  land.  The  subjects  which  the  Assembly  postponed,  were  ta- 
ken up  by  the  Legislative  Council,  in  which  branch  originated  the 
continuation  of  tlie  Acts  for  the  preservation  of  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  regulation  of  Aliens ;  and  various  instances  of 
compromise,  after  explanation,  took  place. 

In  the  Conmierce  of  the  Province,  subsequent  to  the  gleam  of 
prosperity  caused  by  the  American  Embargo,  a  re-action  had  taken 
place ;  and  many  persons  were  at  this  time  confined  in  prison  for 
debts.  A  well  written  Petition  from  them,  was  presented  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  29th  of  December,  the  details  of  which 
forcibly  impress  the  mind  with  the  expediency  of  a  Bankrupt  Law  in 
this  Commercial  Country ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  we  are  led  to  per- 
ceive the  necessity  of  the  previous  Measure  of  Register  Offices,  to 
check  the  propensity  of  Bankrupts  to  make  secret  transfers  or  invest- 
ments of  property  justly  belonging  to  their  Creditors.  Some  of  the 
Subscribers  to  the  Petition,  which  more  particularly  prayed  for  a 
larger  contribution  of  subsistence  money,  than  five  shillings  per  week, 
by  the  Creditors,  were  well  known  to  have  conveyed  their  property, 
in  a  manner  which  the  French  Laws  of  the  Province  could  not  trace 
and  make  known  to  the  Courts  of  Justice.  The  House  of  Assembly, 
blinking  the  question  of  the  defects  tohich  it  knew  could  onhf  be  repair- 
ed by  admitting  more  English  Commercial  Laxv,  occupied  itself  mere- 
ly with  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  for  an  additional  allowance  ;  but 
even  this  part  of  the  subject  was  not  prosecuted  when  the  Commit- 
tee, to  which  it  was  referred,  ascertained  the  character  and  origin  of 
the  great  Majority  of  the  Petitioners. 

The  Legislative  Council  having  passed  a  Bill  to  punish,  as  a  Fe- 
lony, the  forging  and  counterfeiting  of  Foreign  Bills  of  Exchange, 
and  Promissory  Notes,  and  Orders  for  the  payment  of  Money,  the 
House  of  Assembly  reduced  the  crime  to  a  misdemeanor ;  and  an 
Act  to  this  effect,  was  finally  sanctioned.  This  la'w,  as  may  indeed 
be  said  of  all  other  laivs  in  the  Province,  is  not  executed  tvith  due  en- 
ergy, oiving  chiefly  to  the  want  of  the  necessary  funds  for  defraying 
the  expenses  attending  the  bringing  of  offenders  to  justice* 
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l")iiiiii}.^  this  Session,  llic  ilaims  ol'tlic  Coiilraclors  for  liiiiidiit;;  (lie 
(iaiil  lit'  (jiii-hfc,  \\v\c  iaki-ii  into  considi ration  ;  lint  lluir  allcil^'cd 
losses  ueiv  not  ('oni|)cnsate(l :  the  ONpenditnic  for  (iaols  and  ('oni't< 
houses,  had  ah'eady  bi'i'n  dntd>le  v.liat  was  intruded  :  and  llir  result 
shoidd  liave  ri'Mdered  tlir  House  oC  Assi  inhlv  I'avonrahle  to  Distriet 
Assissinents  Tor  sueh  purposes,  u/iic/t  iiim/c  o/'  Id.id/ioii  nnn/d  /lavc 
insured  luarr  rare  oitd  trtitiDini/  in  t/ie  api.lnatiaii  of  l/ic  protiiur. 

Thi'  system  of  taxation  ol'C'onnneri'e  havin«:,  however,  heen  adopt- 
ed, lavish  expenditmes  for  pid)lie  oHieis,  were  n»)w  eontenipljited  ; 
and  the  estahlishinents  were  ealenlatcd  toeost  til'ty  thousand  pounds. 
A  etnitinnation  of  the  (Jaol  Duties'  Aet,  15,  (Jeo.  Ill,  Cap.  J.'S,  was 
therefore  deeided  upon,  notwithstanding  the  strenuous  opposition  oC 
some  Merehants  and  Auetioneers.  The  want  ol'  a  Distriet  Claol  lor 
'J'/irci'  liivns,  I'aeilitated  the  passaj^e  oi'  this  Hill;  hut  the  appropria- 
tion ot'  funds  lor  this  pur|)ose,  was  reserved  lor  His  .Majest)'s  plea- 
sure ;  and  the  contemplated  public  oHiees  have  to  this  day  been  ne- 
glected. 

In  eonsc(|Ucncc  of  the  hccjucst  of  property  by  a  (icrnian  of  tlie 
name  of  .lolm  Conrad  Marsteller,  an  Aet  was  passeil  tliis  Session  for 
the  estabh'shment  of  a  House  of  Industry  ;  but  this  well  intended 
Institution,  alter  several  abortive  attempts,  lias  ended  hi  leaving  sonic 
fixed  property  for  sale  on  account  of  the  public. 

Some  Members  of  the  Majority,  possessed  of  vacant  ground  near 
IMontreal,  renewed  their  elforts  in  favour  ol'  the  jiroseribed  mode  of 
covering  the  roofs  of  Houses  with  Shingles;  but  the  well  foimded 
alarms  ot  the  Proprietors  of  Houses  on  account  of  the  danger  of  the 
sjireading  of  Fires  by  means  of  inliamed  Shingles,  jircvcnted  the 
passage  of  the  Bill  into  a  Law,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vigo;  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Papincan,  Junior,  passed  the  Assembly,  but  was  re- 
jected by  the  Legislative  Council.  On  the  15lh  of  February,  the 
Accounts  of  the  Revenue  were  presented,  and  added  to  the  compla- 
cency of  the  Assembly,  by  the  flourishing  state  of  the  Provincial 
Finances  which  they  exhibited.  The  amount  of  the  Revenue  was 
about  sixty-three  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  of  the  Expeiuliturc, 
including  the  expenses  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  drawbacks  to  Up- 
per Canada,  forty-three  thousand  pounds  sterling.  This  Statement 
will  account  for  the  appropriations,  after  some  diiiiculty,  of  the  addi- 
tional sums  required  to  cover  the  great  excesses  of  the  estimated  ex- 
penses of  finishing  the  Gaol  of  Montreal,  and  the  repairs  of  the  resi- 
dence of  the  Governor  in  Quebec  ;  both  of  which  doubled  the  ori- 
ginal estimates,  and  produced  subjects  of  enquiry  to  Committees  of 
the  House ;  and  led  to  some  salutary  restrictions  in  future  grants, 
without,  however,  altering  the  favourite  principle  of  taxing  Commerce, 
for  all  public  purposes. 

An  attempt  was,  this  Session,  renewed  by  the  Maitres  de  Paste,  to 
recover  their  old  monopoly  of  the  conveyance  of  Travellers  by  Land ; 
but  tlicrc  was  a  sufficient  sense  of  justice  and  conioiercial  utility  in 
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the  Ilou'^r,  ti>  prevent  this  r('tr(»;^ratl('  tnovetncnt ;  niul  the  Proprietors 
dl"  Sta|;es  were  niaintaiiifd  in  the  I'm  ilil y  ol   obtainiiu,'  lieeim-.. 

Jii  eonst  (|iieMee  of  a  I'etilioii  iVdin  ,Mr.  John  MoTson,  an  opulent 
brewer,  who,  having  capital  to  s|>are,  had  made  an  experinn-nt  with 
it,  in  imitating  the  beiieliciai  a|)plieiiiion  of  the  |)ower  of  Steam  in 
pro|)elling  vessels,  lately  introduced  info  the  State  of  Ni-w  York,  un- 
der the  encourageineiit  of  an  exclusive  Patent,  a  Hill  was,  on  the 
I  1th  of  I'lbniary,  introduei-d  by  Mr.  Vigrr,  to  grant  to  John  Mol- 
son  the  enelu"iive  right  and  privilege  «»f  navigating  one  or  more  Steam- 
boats betwei-n  (^nebee  and  Montreal,  on  the  Kiver  St.  Laurence. 
'I'his  Hill,  after  uiulergoing  some  amendiuents,  was  passed  on  the  'J.'itli 
of  February,  by  a  .Majority  of  I.>  (o  l-.  This  Measure,  however, 
was  not  (rcnuMirred  in  by  the  Legislative  Council ;  and,  wlu  n  next 
Session  the  Petitioner  had  suceit'ded  in  conciliating  that  body,  tin; 
House  of  Assembly  was  unfavourable;  and,  like  almost  every  pro- 
jector of  benelieial  enterprises  in  this  I'rovinee,  he  was  left  to  depend 
upon  his  own  resources ;  these  were  aniple,  not  only  in  capital,  but 
in  that  persevering  spirit  which  distinguishes  most  ICnglisluneti  who 
have  liad  success  in  their  original  pursuits,  and  turn  their  attention 
to  higher  objects  of  industry  calculated  to  gratify  their  national  am« 
bition  for  improvement:.  This  gentleman's  success  was  soon  after  in- 
siu'cd  by  the  exigencies  of  the  war;  when  his  Hoats  were  chicHy  em- 
ployed in  conveying  Troops,  Scores  and  Provisions,  for  (iovernment ; 
ami  he  is  a  pronwnent  exception  to  the  conmu)n  prepossessions  of 
uiankind,  which,  as  matter  of  course,  consign  to  ruin  and  disappoint- 
ment the  first  projectors  of  great  undertakings. 

The  limits  which  we  have  prescribed  to  ourselves,  and  the  desire 
which  we  feel  to  give  some  extracts  from  Sir  Jawes  llcnrij  Craig's 
farewell  Speech,  to  both  Houses,  prevents  our  giving  some  farther 
details  of  the  proceedings  of  this  busy  Session  ;  in  which  the  Parlia- 
ment seemed  to  feel  that  the  eyes  of  the  intelligent  part  of  the  peo- 
ple were  scrutinising  the  conduct  of  the  diflerent  branches. 

On  the  21st  of  March,  His  Excellency  having  commanded  the  at- 
tendance of  the  Speaker  and  Mend)ers  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
in  the  Legislative  Council  Chamber,  gave  the  lloyal  Assent  to  I'if- 
teen  Acts/rescrving  ibr  His  Majesty's  pleasure  the  liill  for  erecting 
a  District  Gaol  in  the  Borough  of  7'lirce  Rivers. 

His  Excellency  then  closed  the  Session  with  a  long  Speech,  which 
began  by  giving  due  praise  lor  the  assiduity  in  public  business  which 
both  Houses  had  displayed.  He  next  alluded  to  the  alarming  ill- 
ness of  His  Majesty,  which  was  destined  to  cause  the  establish. ment 
of  a  Regency  in  a  period  of  vital  interest  to  the  Nation.  Alluding 
to  the  (iovernment  of  tiie  United  States,  His  I'^xcellency  characteris- 
ed their  new  Act  of  non  importation,  directed  against  (Jreat  Britain, 
as  a  branch  of  partial  and  irritating  policy  ;  the  operation  of  which, 
even  their  own  Law^yers  and  Mercantile  Citizens  could  not  under- 
stand.    After  liavinj;  expressed  his  thanks  fur  the  provision  made  to 
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cover  the  (Ifficiency  in  the  funds  originully  voted  for  repairing  the 
Cuslle  of  St.  Louis,  the  Goveriior's  residence,  he  congrutuhttcd  theui 
upon  the  constitutional  niunner  in  which  the  Act  fur  disquulilying  the 
Judges,  hud  been  passed. 

I  lis  Excellency's  Speech,  nssuniing  tlie  style  of  advice,  in  the 
most  earnest  manner,  called  their  attention  to  those  circumstances  of 
nn  augmenting  Population  and  Conunerce,  which  woidd  deniand  an 
increase  and  energetic  execution  of  the  Laws.  In  this  part  of  his 
Speech,  we  find  a  recommendation  to  the  Legislature,  in  favour  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Townships,  bchmcn  whose  Lands  and  the  Citij 
of  Quebec,  he  had  caused  a  spacious  Road  to  be  opened,  lie  charac- 
terised them  as  cultivating  tlieir  lands  in  a  manner  well  calculated  to 
Bcrve  as  an  example  to  other  parts  of  the  Country  ;  and  he  express- 
ed his  hope  tliat  enmlation,  not  jealouay,  would  be  felt  towards  them. 
The  following  paragraph,  closing  his  Speech,  we  give  verbatim,  ex- 
pressing, at  the  same  time,  our  regret  that  the  opinions  and  advice 
which  it  contains,  have  been  little  attended  to  by  the  Leaders  of  the 
Nation  Canadienne. 

"  And  noiVj  Gentlemen,  I  have  only  further  to  recommend,  that  as, 
in  an  earhj  part  of  the  Session,  you  yourselves  took  occasion  to  observe 
on  the  difficulty  of  the  task,  you  viill  proportionally  exert  your  best  en- 
deavours to  do  away  with  all  distrust  and  animosity  from  among  your- 
selves:  uhile  these  are  suffered  to  remain,  all  exertion  for  the  public 
good  must  be  palsied.  Ao  bar  can  exist  to  a  cordial  union : — religi- 
ous differences  present  none — intolerance  is  not  the  disposition  of  the 
present  times — and,  living  under  one  Government,  enjoying  er/nally  its 
protection  and  fostering  care,  in  the  mutual  intercourse  of  kindness  and 
benevolence,  all  others  ivill  be  found  ideal.  I  am  earnest  in  this  advice, 
gentlemen.  It  is  probably  the  last  legacy  of  ■.  "^ncere  toell-voisher,  who, 
if  he  lives  to  reach  the  presence  of  his  Sovereign,  would  indeed  present 
himself  with  the  proud  certainty  of  obtaining  his  approbation,  if  he 
could  conclude  his  report  of  his  administration  with  saying: — I  found. 
Sire,  the  portion  of  your  Subjects  that  you  committed  to  my  charge,  di- 
vided among  themselves,  viewing  each  other  with  mistrust  and  jealousy, 
and  animated,  as  they  supposed,  by  separate  interests.  I  left  them. 
Sire,  cordially  united  in  the  bonds  of  reciprocal  esteem  and  confidence, 
and  rivalling  each  other  only  in  affectionate  attachment  to  your  Ma- 
jesty s  Government,  and  in  generous  exertions  for  the  public  good." 
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RE  CAP  ITU  I*  AT  I  ON, 

iNTi;iisi'i:iisi:i)  ami  gknkual  RiiiVAKKS. 

A.  1).  1759— ly  11. 

We  think  that  the  present  Ciijpfer  may  be  made  useful  to  our 
reader's,  by  taking  a  rt'trospoct  of  our  previous  eareer,  and  recapitu- 
lating the  inatLrial  piiints  of  the  political  progress  of  the  Majority  of 
the  lV')vii\ci  !l  House  of  Assembly.  'I'lie  recess  of  Parliament,  in  the 
year  1  Ml  I,  seems  particularly  convenient  for  this  temporary  pause  :  the 
lirm  and  unci)nipro;;iI>ing  conduct  of  Sir  James  Henry  Craig,  support- 
ed by  an  accomplijihcd  Alililary  Staff,  hculcd  by  the  brave  General 
Brock,  gives  assurance  ol'internal  trant'tiiility.  The  question  of  peace 
or  war  with  the  United  States  was  still  doubtful,  more  particularly  as 
His  Majesty's  Government  sccinod  resolved  that  it  should  not  be  the 
first  aj^gressor,  but  tluit  the  hi;;h  responsibility  of  declaring  war  should 
be  left  to  the  American  (fovernmcnt,  uiujse  unprepared  situation  for 
active  hostilities,  both  as  to  moral  and  physical  force,  is  notorious. 

Our  first  C!ia;)ter  states  the  design  of  the  work,  being  an  historical 
enquiry  into  t!io   combined  causes   which  have  produced    the  pre- 
sent cxtraordii\ary  crisis  uf  political  aiPairs  in  Lower  Canada.     The 
French    Canadian  Le.ulcrs    in    the    Provincial  House  of  Asscn^bly, 
professing  to   act   constitutionally,   have   brought    themselves    and 
their  adherents  into   direct    collision,   on  matters  of  Finance,  with 
His  Majesty's  Executive,  acting  under  instructions  advisedly   and 
repeatedly  given    by   His   Majesty's    Imperial    Government.      We 
then  give  our  opinion   that  the   pretensions  of  the    House   of  As- 
sembly extend  to  u  virtual  monopoly  of  the  powers  of  the  Civil  Gov- 
ernment, by  such  a  complete  control  in  Legislation  and  Finance  as 
would    render   His    Majesty's  Uepresentative,   and    the   Legislative 
Council,  though  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Legislature,  subservient 
to  the  interests,  prejudices  and  passions  of  the  French  Canadian  Ma- 
jority.    These  pretensions  are  considered  the  more  dangerous,  be- 
cause they  emanate  from  Members  of  the  popular  branch,  who  pro- 
fess the  Komish  Religion,  and  whose  superior  education   and  talent 
enable  them  to  form  the  |)o!itical  opinions  of  the   uneducated  Elec- 
tors, who  are  distinguished  from   the  rest  of  His  Majesty's  Subjects, 
by  an  indiscriminating  at^ichment  to  the  laws,  language,  manners  and 
habits  of  their  French  ancestors.     We  next  state  our  belief  that  these 
pretensions  have,  in  a  great  degree,  arisen  from  the  encouragement 
affjrded  to  the  exclusive  ambition  of  the  French  Canadian  Leaders, 
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by  the  C'oiistiditional  Acts,  11.  (mc.  III.  (';ip.  S,').  ;in(l  M,  dd.  m. 
i'ap.  .'M.  jiiid  wo  propose  to  cNimiim'  llit'ir  (Iu(ir«  (i(  nl  I'rl'ic  (s  ,\\  d 
ihi'ir  pnirti«  III  i-(Misc(]noin'es,  with  rrCrnncc  to  the  intiri'sf^  i)!'  flic 
British  I'.dipiii'  nf  larpr,  niul  to  tlu*  jnslirr  dni'  by  His  iMu- 
jrsly's  Impdijil  (Jovornincnt  to  tin*  chiiins  »>i"  tlu-  iiili;il)il(m(s  of 
Hritisli  (I(>!-oc'iit.  \\"o  nss(-rt  tli;it  tlic  prclcnsidiis  vi'  {he  Hoiii-e 
of  Assembly  nnmot  bc(oiin(k(l  upoti  any  ol' ibesiipuliilions  in  iIhi  Ar- 
ticles of  Ciijiitiiliitioii  or  ill  tlio  'I'rcMiy  ol'  Cission  :  .nul  we  siipp(>rt 
tliis  assertion  by  ibo  result  ot'a  review  of  those  Docimik  nis.  'I  be  si- 
tiiiilion  ill  wbieli  the  Freiu  b  I'anailiiins  were  leil  by  (b.e  ('.ipiliilalidn, 
and  by  tlio  Treaty  of  Paris,  oHerid  no  obslticlo  to  tlie  tine  pobev  et" 
nssiniiliilin;::  tlieni  to  tlial  accession  oilirilisb  p(']i!ilalion  intended  by 
His  IMajesfy,  en  which  point  wo  rci'cr  to  tlio  I'rochiniation,  liaud  the 
Tth  Oetolie'r.  ]'76.). 

After  reviewinij  the  Capilnlatlen,  and  the  Treaty  of  (Vpsion,  wbieh 
cbiel^y  secure  to  the  rrench  Canadians,  life,  j;rop:'r»-y  and  reIi;;ions 
toleration,  we  remark  that  the  whole  of  their  jiretcnsions  now  beceino 
so  formiilablo  to  the  Sniijects  of  l?ri(i;.Ii  dcsi-ent,  and  to  the  Imperial 
(lovornmont,  arise  from  the  injudicious  liiierality  of  the  Ibitisli  Par- 
liament, which,  hv  the  Acts  ll,  (Jeo.  111.  Cap.  S.'5,  and  ;:i,  iJeo.  III. 
Cap.  SI,  indulged  every  wish  of  llie  coiupiercd  :  and  by  the  csfa- 
b!ishme-it  of  the  old  I'Vcnch  Laws  and  Romish  Religion,  with  the 
asoendaney  in  the  popular  branch,  secured  by  universal  suffrage 
in  the  Election  of  Members,  have  given  a  monopoly  of  power  to  the 
rrench  Canadians,  and  loft  the  Subjects  of  Ib-itihh  descent  w'thout  any 
beneficial  iiWhicnce  in  the  Legislature. 

Wo  theretbve  reviewed  the  Act  II,  Geo.  IIL  Cap.  S3,  wliicb  ro- 
cstablished  French  Laws  in  the  Province  ef  Quebec,  tnulivp;  In  con- 
ceniraic  the  Ficncli  Caiiadiaus  as  (7  scpaiatc  prajlc,  ivU/i  n  C/r)fr//  .v//;;- 
jmrtcd  hi/  Ti/lhex,  remarking  in  passing  that  the  natural  disgust  at 
these  Establishments  drove  Hritisli  Emigrants  and  Loyal  Americans 
to  the  Uj^pcr  Districts,  and  led  to  the  noNt  ineasnie,  prolilic  of  evil, 
namely,  that  of  dividing  the  Provir.ce  of  Quebec  in  the  year  17J)I, 
and  granting,  without  the  leas'  rcfj^ard  to  u<Jfhrncc  nfciriiinistoncrs,  ii 
Houscof  Assembly  with  the  same  extensive  privileges  to  each  division. 

We  next  reviewed  the  Constitutional  Act,  31,  (ico.  IlL  Cap  31  ; 
and,  with  particular  reference  to  Lower  Can:ida,wo  foir.ul  it  c-'leidati  il 
to  place  the  French  Canadians  in  rivalship  with  the  other  ISubjv  cts  of 
His  Majesty,  and  to  facilitate  theattemjitsofthcirLeadcrs  in  the  House 
of  Atisembly  to  monopolise  the  powers  of  the  Civil  (lOveMnmcnt.  and 
make  His  Islajesty  a  mere  r.nUlari/  protector,  Invis/iiug  i/ic  blood  a>id 
treasure  oi  the  JBriiiJi  Nafinv  ifi  de'ence  of  n  teparaie  people,  rrprc- 
setttiuf;^  old  France,  rather  than  nssaiiiing  the  charaetcriUics  o/  a  Colo- 
vy  of  Great  Brilain. 

Pursuing  the  subjeet,  we  alluded  to  tlic  legitimate  and  approved 
proress  of  amalgamating  the  conquered  with  the  conquering  nation  : 
a  proper  distinction  was    also  alledgcd  between    a   conquest    that    i* 
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f'ounil  I'nIIv  'fffli'il.  ((i)f  iiis.tiiiKT  flic  Islands  of  (iuernsn/  nnd  ,1rr%nj, 
ninl  ///-•  i'.iiiiinc  o/'i'/iinn)  <(ii(l  luic  like  Kouor  ('ar)ii(la.  iv/nc/i  'lorx  not 
(it  pr.wnif  i-(tiiliiin  mir  Intmltrdlh  jmrf  of  the  population  ivhich  it  wiii 
h'  ohU'  In  r,upp(<rl,  i,hcii  /iropri/'^  .\cUl<':l  anil  cnllixuitrd. 

('iiiisi(li'riii!j;  till.'  riiaitiiuiils  of  (lio  ('oiislihitioriJil   Acf,    with  more 
iininiMliiitc  rciciriicc    to  llu;    Acf  H-,  (jcm.  III.,    (!a|».  Hf5,  wliicli    had 
CMiiccntriifcd    llic  po'.vi  r  ol'  tlic  I'Vciich    Caii-'ulianH,  hy  tlio   cstnblish- 
tnciit  of  the  I'iciicli  I-a\v«  and  I  Ik;  Romish  l{cli}.;ioii,  the  clFcct.  of  the 
Hlinosf  i!ni versa!  s'lHiii^M.'  in  elect iiij:j    Mcuihcrs  of  the   I'roviucial  As- 
P'liihly   confeiTcil    by    thcAct.  ;ij,   (Jco.  111.,   Cap.  f{  I,  on  this   part 
of  the  popidiition,    iiMist,  lend  to  perpetuate!  their    inclination  to  hu  a 
pf'paralc    people,    aiul    to    dir*.  ( t    them  in   choosing    licprcscntntives 
plcd.'^ed  to  maintain  titis  Ihitterin;;  distinction.     'J'ho  thcoieticril  infer- 
ences (ronj  those  enactments,  \ver<,'  next    supported  by  a  brief  recitnl 
<it"  the  pro;;ress  of  the    Constiliitio'i,  till    the    period  of  the  financial 
disi)ntes  bciwec'i  the  Ilntise  of  Assembly  and  Ili.i  Majest  v'.s  (iovern- 
ment;  wlien    it  wms    l"ound    that    the  Provincial    A'hnim'stration  was 
supported,  in  r';^iits  and  nua;  iirc^  absolntely  necessary  for  its  benefi- 
cial cxislcnce,  by  only    three  M(Mn!)crs,  out  of  the    fifty  which   corn- 
pose  the  popular  branch  of  the  Lc'.;islatnrc.     This   progress,  ngrecn- 
l)!y  to  our    hypothesis   ahoady    mentioned,  \vc   suppose  to  have  en- 
ooin-a;;ed    the    Lenders  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to   dictate  such 
term    and  financial    conditions  to  Ilis    Majesty  3   (government,  as  if 
s'.ihmittcd  to,  would  make  tin;  whole  Province  and  the  British  Nation 
C(mtrihute   to  the  wealth  and  pernianent    power  of  tliose  leaders  and 
their  adherents.     \Vc  then  state  our   opinion  that  they  have  a  nearer 
prospect  than  ever  of  this   consummation  ;  and   that  a  review  of  the 
moist   remarkable    stej)s  evincing    the   ambition    and    objects  of  the 
I  louse  of  Assembly,  will    prove  that    they  have    neither   been  negli- 
gent nor  scrupulous,  in    j)nrsuing  the  obj  >ct  of  obtaining  a  complete 
controul  over  the   purse  and  person  of  every  Subject  of  British  ori- 
gin in  the  Provii-.ee. 

Our  second  Chapter  commences  the  promised  review  of  the  most 
remarkable  steps  evincing  ambition  in  the  Leaders  of  the  lute  Houses 
of  Assembly ;  and  we  assert  at  the  outset,  that  in  the  first  and  least 
exceptionable,  and  least  formidable  House  of  Assembly,  the  natin-al 
operation  of  the  (Constitution,  and  the  dawnings  of  that  ambition 
which,  while  wc  write,  has  reached  its  noontide  altitude  ere  discerni- 
ble to  every  intelligent  roadiT  of  the  proceedings. 

The  fatal  omission  in  the  Constilution  to  enact  that  the  minutes  of 
proceedings  should  be  recorded  in  the  En^-lish  language  only,  as  be- 
ing that  of  the  Sovereign,  is  slated  to  have  produced  many  obstacles 
to  the  Anglification  of  the  Country  ;  and  we  contrast  th.is  .">mission 
with  the  provident  conduct  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
which  body,  while  admitting  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  inhabited  by 
Erenchinen,  as  one  of  the  Stages  of  their  Confederation,  enacted,  that 
all   Minutes  of  Proceedings^  in  the   Courts   and  Leginlatvre  of  iheir 
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Siiter  State,  should  he  exclusively  reiorrhd  in  (lie  langiuioe  of  the  Con- 
stilvficii  (if  the  United  State.s ;.  tha*  is  to  say »  in  the  En{^lisl)  lan- 
guage ;  which  enactment  has  naturally  made  the  study  of  the  En- 
glish tongue  a  primary  object  with  the  French  Louisiunians  ;  and, 
though  in  numbers,  at  the  time  of  their  admission,  they  were  abou! 
half  the  amount  of  the  rVench    Canadians  in  1791,   the  former  r.ow 


generally  speak,  or  v.nderstand  English,  and  hc>ve  elianged  their 
French  Lau's  for  a  new  Code,  wliile  the  Legi!?!;;ture  ard  people  of 
Canadf  remain  averse  from  tl'.e  most  salutary  changes  appiovtd  by 
France  herself,  and  necessary  for  the  beneficial  and  lastingly  friendly 
intercovirse  between  this  Province,  and  the  English  spealiing  popula- 
tion and  States,  by  which  she  is  partly  surrounded. 

In  the  first  Scsi^ion  of  the  first  Parliament,  the  ambition  of  the 
Majority  is  chiefly  discernible  in  r.aisi'.ig,  on  futile  pretences,  to 
choose  for  their  Speaker,  a  Member  fully  acquainted  with  both  lan- 
guages, showing,  at  the  very  conn-ncnccmcnt  of  their  career,  that 
the  very  head  cDid  front  presented  to  His  Majesty's  Representative, 
should  be  alu-nys  Ireiuh,  and  that  their  wish  ivas  for  ever  to  nakc 
J.ovoer  Canada,  to  the  back  bone,  French.  The  claim  set  up  to  the 
Jesuits*  Estates,  is  next  brought  forward ;  and  this  early  motion 
in  the  House  of  Assembly,  shows  that  the  constant  object  of 
that  body,  has  been  to  diminish  the  legitimate  rights  of  the  con- 
quering power,  and  to  prevent  a  participation  by  the  old  sub- 
jects in  the  benefits  of  the  Conquest.  France  alxvays  conquered  for 
the  bemjit  of  the  French  Nation  ;  but  cur  French  House  of  Asrembly 
have  used,  from  the  beginning,  the  pfv.ers  conferred  by  Great  Britain, 
to  make  the  Conquest  oj  Canada  beneficial  tu  the  conquered  only,  and 
a  continual  su/Jcct  of  annoyance  to  the  conquerors. 

We  then  allude  to  the  effect  of  the  lemains  of  the  old  French  po- 
liteness, which  frequently  gained  its  ambitious  end,  by  manoeuvring, 
rather  than  by  a  direct  opposition  to  His  Majesty's  Government.  So 
long  as  the  English  Minority  amounted  to  about  a  fourth  part  of  the 
Assembly,  it  frequently  happened  that  the  absence  of  some  French 
Canadian  Members,  for  business  or  for  electioneering  purposes,  re- 
duced their  numbers  to  an  equality  with  the  usual  Minority,  and  the 
House  to  the  lowest  quorum.  Whenever,  in  such  circumstances,  the 
French  found  that  the  English  were  likely  to  carry  a  question,  one  or 
more  French  Canadians  would  w  ithdraw  ;  and  immediately  the  Speak- 
er, always  obsequious  to  the  Faction  who  elected  him,  would  adjourn 
the  House  for  want  of  a  quorum.*  The  question  was  thus  delayed 
until  the  personal  convenience  of  the  absent  Members  would  admit 
of  giving  a  decided  negative.     This  manoeuvre,  however,  was  destin- 

•  It  is  curious  to  remark,  however,  that  this  manoeuvre,  which  Mr.  Speaker 
Panet  afterwards  so  often  encouraged,  was,  in  the  first  instBnr?,  employed  against 
himself,  as  will  appear  by  an  account  of  the  first  debate  on  the  personal  privileges 
of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  As8«>mbly,  contftincd  iu  the  second  Chapter  be- 
(on  mentioned. 
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rd  to  become  obsi)letc  in  the  Parliamentary  tactics  ."f  Lov/cr  Car.n- 
da,  after  the  end  of  Sir  Robert  Shore  M lines  Aihiiinisiraiion ;  when 
the  Minority,  comprising  jnfe  Canadian  I'lacemcn  and  Members  of 
IJritish  origin,  had  dimiriished  !o  about  ten  members,  or  one  fifih  of 
the  House  of  Assembly.  We  also  allude  to  the  delusion  as  to  tlu; 
almost  njagical  eiFccts  ascribed  to  the  forms  of  the  British  Cons! if ;i- 
tion,  in  turning  Frenchmen  into  Englishmen,  the  rallying  cry  of  tin? 
Minority  being,  "  let  ns  all  put  our  shoulders  to  the  ivfieel,  and  let  the 
"  English  Co;istitntion  hare  a  fair  trial  nrnotig  T'rfnchincn."  rijeaa- 
time,  the  new  Judicature  Bill,  aiTording  the  prr-spect  of  lucrative  si- 
tuations to  Judges,  Crovrn  Lawyers,  and  Prothonotarits,  concilirited 
many  individuals  to  things  as  thrii  iverf.  The  I'^secutive  had  ih.eii 
so!nethi;ig  to  gi^^e;  the  resources  t)f  Lord  Dorchester's  Adnriinis- 
trnuon,  had  not  been  dried  r.p  by  a  declared  bankvujjtcy  of  the  Re- 
ceiver General,  nor  by  the  lavish  votes  of  the  Ilouiie  ()f  Asseinbly 
for  internal  communications,  which  have  reduced  the  present  Admin- 
istration to  a  morsel  of  bread. 

Our  third  Chapter  describes  the  pertinacity  with  which  the  French 
Canadian  Majority  resisted  every  modification  of  the  Feudal  Tenure 
of  Lands,  which  Tenure  they  considered  as  best  calculated  to  dis- 
courage Settlers  of  British  origin,  or,  as  they  afterwards  had  the 
hardihood  to  call  them,  intruders,  from  settling  in  tlie  French  Seignio- 
ries. Fear,  xvhick  is  the  original  source  of  French  jvditcues:,  jtili  pre- 
served decorum  in  the  House  of  Assembly  tov»ards  the  Logi.-.lalive 
Council,  and  His  ?»Iajesty's  Representative.  This  characteristic  of 
the  first  House  of  Asr^embly,  was  the  means  of  encouraging  tlie  Ex- 
ecutive to  recommend  several  useful  Measures.  The  Acts  pas- ed 
were  chieflv  permanent ;  and  the  Messages  of  the  Governor  were  re- 
ceived with  thanks,  and  promptly  taken  into  consideration.  A  sup. 
ply  of  five  thousand  pounds  was  unanimously  voted  ;  and,  at  this 
period  of  comparatively  g  >od  feeling,  if  any  shrewd  observer  of  the 
tendency  of  the  Constitution,  the  nature  of  the  Canadian  Leaders, 
and  the  gullibility  of  their  Adherents,  had  pr-^dicted  that  they  would 
eventually  come  into  direct  collision  with  the  Imperial  Government 
on  pecuniary  affairs,  and  set  the  local  Government  at  defiance,  his 
prophecy  would  have  been  treated  with  scorn,  and  his  person  spurned 
from  all  decent  society. 

Next  comes  an  account  of  important  Measures  and  Projects  con- 
nected with  Provincial  Finances  and  Improvements.  With  respect 
to  the  former,  the  Consolidating  Act,  patronised  by  Lord  Dorchester, 
is  not  approved,  for  reasons  hereafter  to  be  mentioned ;  while  the 
lioad  Act  is  referred  to  as  giving  rise  to  an  avowed  and  lasting  op- 
position, on  the  part  of  the  Majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
their  Constituents,  to  every  improvement  calculated  to  disturb  their 
peculiar  habits.  This  Law  was  passed  under  circumstances  which 
prove  that  the  House  of  Assembly  hcs  seldom  been  the  instrument  of 
good,  except  by  chance,  or  by  ajatalify  beyond  the  momentary  controul 
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0/  thf  on'iiinrtf  Majuritij  of  t lie  Mtvibtrx.  The  Road  Act,  so  iirtcr- 
t'Stiii}^  to  the  trade  and  inland  coiiuiiuiiicution  ol'  tlic  Country,  la3'iiig 
a  moderalt}  contrlbiitioo  of"  labour  or  money  upon  the  PVcnch  Canadi- 
ans and  other  h'uhjects,  for  tlic  iui]>roveinent  of  their  property,  was  ne- 
vertheless opposed  by  some  INkMnbcrs  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  as 
leading  to  direct  taxation.  Thi--,  however,  being  the  hist  Session  of 
the  first  Parliament,  the  prineipal  part  of  the  French  Majority,  were 
absent  on  private  afuiirs,  or  for  electioneering  purposes ;  and  this  im- 
portant Bill,  patronised  by  LnrU  Uorche&ler,  was  thus,  by  chance, 
carried  througii,  and  became  the  Law  of  the  Land 

Next  follows  an  account  of  the  failure  of  an  attempt   on  the  part 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  the    Minority  of  the    House  of  As- 
sembly,   to  obtain  a  Bankrupt   Law,  under  the   desigiiniion   of  "  an 
**  /let  /'or  more  cJfl'duaHif  si'ciirin<^,  and  /or  cqualli/  didributing  among 
"  Creditor!:,  ihc  Estate  and  I<]ffccls  of  persons  /ailing  in  trade."     In 
opposing  this  very   seasonable  and  salutary  Bill,  the   Majority  were 
eager,  as  usual,  to  extend  French  Laws,  rather  than   to  adopt  or  im- 
itate what  was  English,  and  therefore  recommended  the  introduction 
of  the  Code  Marchand  of  France,  which,   from  the  restricted  nature 
of  Canadian  Trade,  had  not  been  made  the  Law  of  the  Land,  by  cn- 
registration  in  the  Books  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  Quebec,  before 
the  Conquest.     The  tacit  compromise  which  prevailed  till   the  Majo- 
rity became   stronger  was,  that  the  English  should  make  no  atten<pt 
to  introduce  English  Law ;  and  that  the  French  Canadians  should  be 
satisfied  with  the  Custom  of  Paris,  and  the  Ordinances  enregistered 
as  aforesaid,  thus  leaving  the  Country  and  it:>  extending  Commerce, 
to  suffer  for  want  of  regulations   which  the  Colonial  connection  with 
Great  Britain,  render  peculiarly   expedient  to  be  framed  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Commercial  Law  of  England,  the  introduction  of  which 
was  specifically  prayed  for  by  the  French  Canadians  and  Subjects  of 
British  origin,  who  jointly  petitioned  for  a  House  of  Assembly  in  the 
year  1781.     The  Speaker,  and  even  the  most  loyal  French  Canadians 
who  obtained  places,  never  would  support  Government  in  the  smallest 
innovation  upon  the  Fiench  Laws,  tvJiich,  with  the  Feudal  Tenure  of 
Lands,  ivere  cherished  as  the  means  •>/'  deterring  Emigrants  from  seek- 
ing an  Asylum  in  a  Province,  thus  rendered  French  in  fact,  though 
British  in  name.    With  this  Session  ended  the  first  Provincial  Parlia- 
ment of  Lower  Canada,  and  the   Administration  of  Lord  Dorches- 
ter, who,  as  having  been  instrumental   in  recommending  the  Act  14, 
Geo.  HL,  Cap.  83,  is  to  be  considered  as  inimical  to  British  Coloni- 
zation, and  possessing  those  narrow  views,  which  contemplated  Low- 
er Canada  as  a  sort  of  military  post,  chiefly  important  on  account  of 
the  strong  fortifications  of  Quebec. 

The  fourtli  Chapter  brings  us  to  the  second  Parliament,  and  to  the 
Admiristration  of  General  Prescott,  who  was  sincerely  disposed  to 
introduce  British  principles  and  improvements,  and  who  conducted 
the  Government  with  safety  through  a  crisis  produced  by  internal  dis- 
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coiit'.'Mt,  inducnced  by  the  revolutionary  doctrines  of  the  French  Ue- 
piiblic.  '11k;  Majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  partly  composed 
of  democratic  enthusiasts,  partly  of  Members  pledged  to  their  Cori- 
sti'-jcnts,  to  obtain  the  repeal  of  the  Road  Act,  gave  nuich  trouble  to 
the  Executive;  but  certain  riotous  proceedings,  including  attempts  t«) 
starve  the  Citizens  of  Montreal,  hy  withhiiltiiti|/  supplies  of  provi- 
sions, conibined  with  the  intrigues  of  Revolutionists  to  strengthen  the 
hands  of  (lovernment,  producing  the  cel'^brated  Acts  of  the  first 
Session  for  the  regulation  of  Aliens,  and  the  belter  preservation  of 
His  Majesty's  Ciovernment.  Meantime,  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
rapidly  settling  British  Colony  of  Upper  Canada,  and  the  Cmnmer- 
eial  'i  rcaty  ot  Great  Britain  with  the  United  States,  stimulated  the 
House  of  Assembly  to  puss  several  regulations,  which  enabled  the 
Colony  to  snake  some  advances,  in  spite  of  the  impediments  of  French 
Lius,  ai)d  a  Feudal  Tenure  of  Lands,  inimical  to  human  industry 
aiul  enterprise,  ])articulurly  in  the  Cities  and  Towns. 

Next  comes  an  epoch  when  accidental  causes  begin  to  favour  the 
Fi-ench  Canadian  Majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly  ;  and  we  des- 
cribe the  destructive  conduct  of  the  Land  Board,  a  part  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Government,  entrusted  with  the  superintendance  of  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown,   under   the  Englisih  Tenure 
of  Free  and  Common  Soccage.     The  ruinous  effects  of  the  location 
of  Crown  and  Clergy  Reserves,  in  scattered  ids,  and   the  benevolent 
eiforts  of  General  Prescott  to  redress  the  grievances  of  the  Loyalists 
and  other  Inhabitants  of  the   Townships,    agreeably  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  His  Majesty's   Government,  are   described  in  this  Chapter, 
as  well  as  his  failure  in  his  laudable  intentions,  owing  chiefly  to  the 
influence  of  the   interested   Members  of  the  Land  Board,  over  Mr. 
Osgoddc,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Province.     The  fatal  abuses  in  the 
Land  Granting  Department,   not  only  deprived   the  Province  of  the 
accession  of  thousands  of  Emigrants  from  the  United  States,  skilled 
in  Agriculture  and  in  all  the  Arts    connected  with  ch-aring   and  im- 
proving the  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown,  but  also  laid  the  foundation 
of  much  discontent  against  the  Provincial  Government,  on  the  part 
of  the    Subjects  of  British  origin,   and   gave  an   accession  of  morrl 
force  to  the  French   C  nadian  Majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly  ; 
which  body,  however,  did  not  interfere  to  obtain  justice  for  the  Set- 
tlors, but  rather  secretly  rejoiced  in  th,:ir  ruin. 

This  Session  of  Parliament  which  began  20th  February,  ard  ended 
17th  May,  1798,  is  an  epoch  in  the  constitutional  history  of  the  coun- 
try. The  Executive  now  assumed  merel}' a  defensive  position  against  the 
encrease  of  French  Canadian  influence,  and  formed  a  close  connection 
with  the  Legislative  Council  as  the  only  branch  friendly  to  the  Prero- 
gatives of  the  Crown,  and  to  the  princii)les  of  British  Colonisation. 
The  English  and  Conimercial  Minority  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly meantime  abandoned  almost  every  pretension  to  introduce  innova- 
tions on  French  Laws,  coalescing  with  the  French  Canadian  placemen 
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tvho  hjippciU'd  to  he  Meinbcrs  of  that  Mouse,  and  who  wrrc  as  much  at- 
tacht'ii  to  Trviich  l.au'  though  not  so  prejudiced  arjainst  iniproxeincnt  a^ 
the  Majorii;.  Thiirt  coivimei.cedakiiid  ofOh'garchy  >'.i  the  Go.triiniciit 
ot  Lower  Canada,  ^hich  must  ahvays  exist  under  the  present  vieioiu 
Constitiitioii  'till  the  Mouse  of"  Assembly  shall  be  perniitted  to  be  the 
tele  fouiitcin  of  k};ihlative  authority,  and  obtain  a  complete  con- 
tr(>l  over  the  Executive,  in  financial  affairs,  and  In  the  execution 
of  the  lav.K.* 

The  Majority  cf  the  House  of  Assembly  nov/  began  to  avoid  all 
permanent  Acts  :  they  perceived  that  their  j)retensions  to  make  the 
Colony  and  its  resources  beneficial  to  themselves  and  to  the  French 
Canadians  only,  must  be  contrary  to  the  intentions  of  the  British 
(iovernmcnt ;  and  they,  therefore,  could  only  hope  for  a  proloj^q;  tieii 
cf  their  existence  by  making  tlie  nmrch  of  the  administration  liable  to 
interruption,  v.hencver  their  own  convenience  or  views  of  ulterior 
ambition  should  permit  measures  of  such  avowed  hostih'ty  to  Gov- 
ernment. 

Chapter  fifth  reviews  the  proceedings  of  the  third  Ses?sion  of  the 
poeond  l^roviucial  Parliament,  v/hich  was  remarkable  by  the  des})ateh 
cf  public  business,  owing  partly  to  the  suspension  of  all  attempts  to 

•  Wf  seize  pvcry  opportunity  of  rcmllinjr  tlie  nttpntion  of  our  readers  to  this  as- 
srrti'-ii,  cincJ  to  impress  upon  their  minds  tlint  no  ulicration  of  constitutional  lu-. 
riin_i:eir!fntii  which  sliall  not  insure  to  this  Province,  sipnrately,  or  united  with  Up- 
[>vr  <'!;n:(]<i,  "  :i  House  of  Assembly  representing  the  feelings  and  irttrcstsof  the 
"  liriti-li  <Ts  Well  as  of  the  French  Canadian  population,  can  prevent  the  exisienea 
*•  of  an  CMi;j;;utl;y,  or  monopoly  cf  power  in  a  few  persons,  to  be  employed  for  the 
«' ,(•' jtaiidiscivicnl  of  themselves  and  their  dependents."  That  every  liritoii  wouid 
pri  fir  an  Oligarchy,  influenced  by  British  principles,  to  the  complete  control  of  u 
iJouse  of  /iSTtn.hly  elected  by  nn  overwhelming  Majority  of  French  Canadian 
vot'.;.  cnnnot  be  doubtful  ;  but  it  has  been  proved  by  experience,  that  such  an  Oli- 
garcliy  is  rendered  powerless  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  as  now  composed,  in  every 
aift-mpi  to  encourage  British  Emigration,  or  beneficial  Settlement  of  the  Waste 
Lands  of  ihe  Crcwu  ;  or,  in  ehcrt,  in  making  this  a  British  Province  in  fact,  as  it 
lijs  been  for  half  a  century  in  name.  Under  the  present  Constitution,  the  Subjects  of 
I'litish  origin,  for  the  twenty  years  last  past,  have  never  had  six  Uepresentatives  in 
the  House  of  Assembly,  truly  exhibiting  their  sentiments  ;  and  even  this  small  pro- 
portion has  been  continually  misled  into  compromises,  and  occupied  moro  with 
l!ie  means  cf  preventing  an  absolute  dissolution  of  Civil  Government,  than  withtho 
inttrcsi.  of  their  Constituents,  'i'his  is  a  state  of  affairs  which  our  fellow  subjects  in 
Great  Britain,  and  even  in  the  other  British  Colonies  on  this  Continent,  do  not  un- 
dcrsinud  ;  but  which  their  national  sympathies  should  prompt  them  to  inquire  into, 
A  hriti,h  Erni'xrn?!t  corning  to  Lower  Caiuida,  naturally  thinks  that  the pupu  . 
lar  bnii  ch  shju'd  bs  his  protectur  and  patron  ;  but  when  he  Jinds  that  this 
hiniich  is  French  C»:indiaTU  ajid  inimical  to  British  \  ''Ionization,  he  addresses 
him^eijli  the  Incentive  ,■  but  the  iTiclinatioiis  oj'thi^  branch  iti  his  J'uvor  he 
jitnL  para'y  cd  bij  the  encroachmoits  and  partial  tiispjsition  of  the  llui^se.itf  As- 
.e.mb'y.  Th  us  ?tot  only  the  old  residents  ofl.ritioh  origin  h  :•  ve  fu  part  or  if»rtion 
i;:  tlit  p.-n)U,tar  branch.  ,•  but  the  Emigrant,  deluded  by  the  naineoja  Eritish  FrO' 
t  ir.cc-.j'ii  ds  ki-.nseif  in  a  foreign  country,  and  tiiat  he  might  as  well  have  erni' 
grate.l  to  the  Itepub'ics  oj  Uttifh.  America,,  or  to  the  Brazils,  or  much  better  to  the 
invited  States  than  to  Lower  Canada,  as  respects  political  rights,  and  the  bcr.tfit 
oj  iawi  similar  in  principle  to  those  of  his  native  land. 
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introduce  the  spirit  of  l-inglish  (/Ommercial  Law,  and  partly  to  tlie  en- 
ereasiiig  in'gency  of  tlie  counti-y  for  various  local  establishments  and 
regul.itions  suited  to  the  pn)j^iess  of  the  Colony.  This  Session  was 
opened  2Sth  March,  and  ended  3(1  June,  1799.  The  vigilant  ambi- 
tion of  the  Majority  was  evinced  by  the  adoption  of  the  analagous 
practice  of  the  British  House  of  Commons,  postponing  the  reading 
of  His  Excellency's  Speech  'till  their  privilege  of  origi?iating  laws 
should  have  been  asserted,  by  giving  leave  to  introduce  and  read  a 
I'ill.  This  Chaj)tcr  contains  so  ne  remarks  uj)on  the  only  assessments  or 
direct  taxes  for  local  purposes  which  the  House  of  Assembly  has  ever 
passed  ;  though  petitioned  and  urged  repeatedly  to  adopt  the  system 
approved  by  the  practice  of  Great  Britain,  the  neighbouring  Colonies 
and  Slates.  The  Act  in  qtiestion  imposing  an  assessment  on  rent,  and 
enacting  a  composition  for  public  labor,  for  the  purpose  of  making  and 
repairing  streets  and  roads  in  the  cities  and  vicinities  of  Quebec  and 
Montreal,  if  extended  to  the  coimtry  Parislies  and  Settlements  under 
necessary  modifications,  would  be  a  great  means  of  effecting  improve- 
ments in  an  occonomical  manner,  it  heing  notorious  that  the  produce  of 
(issewnents  is  applied  under  the  vigilant  inspection  of  the  payers  of  it, 
and  cannot  be  employed  to  the  exclusive  benefit  of  a  feiv  individuals, 
ivitltout  subjecting  them  to  speedy  reprobation  and  punishment. 

In  alluding  to  the  discussions  in  the  House  of  Assembly  upon  the 
regulation  of  weights  and  measures,  we  show  the  pertinacity  with 
which  the  Majority  retained  the  Minot;  which  is  eight  per  cent 
larger  than  the  Winchester  Bushel  and  five  per  cent,  larger  than  the 
Bushel  comprehended  in  the  Imperial  Quarter  of  Eight  Bushels  esta- 
blished in  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  year  1825. 

The  Act  for  levying  a  tax  upon  Writs  issuing  in  due  course  of 
law  in  His  Majesty's  Courts,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expen- 
ses of  erecting  Court  Houses  in  Quebec  and  Montreal,  is  mentioned 
in  this  Chapter  as  having  a  considerable  influence  in  making  the  Law- 
yers in  the  Assembly  second  the  members,  closely  connected  with 
the  coutitry  electors,  in  their  views  of  taxing  imported  merchandise, 
including  British  manufactures,  for  all  purposes.  In  this  manner, 
the  commerce  of  Lotver  Canada  is  made  the  common  bearer  of  all  those 
burthens,  tohich  in  other  countries  are  equally  divided  among  agricultu- 
rists, merchants,  vrofessional  men  and  local  associations. 

The  Consolidated  Act,  of  this  Session,  is  next  described  ;  and,  as 
it  is  connected  with  those  financial  disputes  which  have  lately  been 
the  means  of  developing  the  ambition  of  the  French  Canadian  Ma- 
jority, we  shall  here  repeat  what  is  said  of  its  object  and  consequen- 
ces. The  object  of  this  Act,  39,  Geo.  III.  Cap.  9,  was  to  obtain  the 
repeal  of  the  British  Act  14,  Geo.  IH.  Cap.  88,  and  2S  Geo.  HI.  Cap. 
39,  and  offering  a  permanent  Act  with  permanent  appropriations  for 
the  purposes  contemplated  in  these  Acts,  amounting  to  twelve  thou- 
land  pounds  sterling,  thus  obliterating  all  traces  of  the  power  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament  formerly  exerted   in  taxing  the  Colonies  for  the 
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purpose  of  rc'ventio.  The  consoriuoiicr  of  a  coriipliaiice.  on  tlie  part 
of  flic  Inipeiial  l*arliiiniciit,  viilli  the  ohj(  et  of  (his  Colonial  Act, 
would  have  been  to  make  thesupjiort  ol' His  M;ijrsty's  Civil  (loviin- 
uient,  /jot/i  in  U/'/n'r  oiid  1. oxvcr  C'(iiia(/n,  ih])cm\  upon  the  will  (jflhc 
Lejiislatuie  of  this  JVo\inee.  Such  au  expc  riuient  lias  hiiliirto  ap- 
peared unnecessary  and  (lar.geroufi,  tivV//  rc.^/.u rf  Id  a  Coloi'ij  iii/ni/i/lcd 
chic//i/ /)ij  jirr.snti.i  of  Ficiivli  (jiigin  ;  and  liis  Majesty's  Ministers  have, 
in  our  humble  o|iiiiion,  wisely  declined  moving  the  IJiitish  rariianient 
to  coinjtly  witii  the  conditions  of  the  Act  in  ipiestion. 


The  der 


th 


.il  ii 


,fll 


lie  uemands  oi  tne  conijuercti,  meniioneii  in  our  review  oi  iiie 
Capitulation  ol'Montreal,  wne  the  favorite  text  book  of  the  IJouj.e  of 
Assembly  ;  and  this  body  eiu'.eavoiued  to  exercise,  by  niians  of  Colo- 
nial Laws,  the  [)OMer  of  establishing  new  l*ari.>hes,  v\hieli  exclusively 
belongs  to  the  Sovereign  or  his  Delegates.  This  pmvcr  xvas  pnrlicn- 
larhj  embraced  in  the  po.'l/ioncd  Union  Btll  i>J  1 8'i2  ;  Lutt  as  one  oj  ihe 
liiglied  Preragaiives  u/  the  Crown,  il  (tji/irrns  e.yjedient  thai  its  n<^ti- 
laiion  and  the  gcnercd^  slate  o/'the  Roman  Catholic  Clergij  in  Lower  Ca- 
nada should  fje  the  siihjecto/a  scpayale  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

Then  follows  an  allusion  to  the  (iovernor's  Speech,  showing  that 
liis  unfortunate  diiferenccs  with  Chief  Justice  Osgoode  on  the  I^and 
Ciranting  abuses,  had  forced  him  to  conciliate  the  popular  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  and  give  them  an  expectation  that  by  skillully  avail- 
ing themselves  of  the  diiferences  between  the  other  branches  of  the 
Government,  the  French  Canadian  Majority  might  eventually  turn  the 
whole  resources  of  the  Province  to  the  benefit  ot  themselves  and  their 
Constituents.  Indeed,  no  legislative  body  has  profited  more  by  acci- 
dental causes  in  peace  and  in  war,  tlian  the  French  Canadian  IIoufg 
of  Assend>ly  of  Lower  Canada,  notxoithstanding  the  hitwiliatirg 
check  to  unprincipled  ambition,  ivhich  il  lately  received  from  the  Jm/'c- 
rial  Parliament  bij  the  Canada  Trade  Act,  and  the  Act  dill  more  re- 
cent tvhich  regulates  Free  and  Common  Soccage  Lands  in  the  Toiai- 
shi2)s  by  English  laxvs. 

This  Chapter  touches  upon  the  absurdity  of  expecting  that  iil 
Lower  Canada,  tny  appeals  to  the  sense  of  the  people,  by  Dissolu- 
tions of  the  Assembly,  should  have  the  smallest  effect  in  producing  a 
House  differently  composed  as  to  views  and  principles,  or  more  fa- 
vorable to  the  Local  Government  and  to  the  interests  of  the  British 
Empire  at  large,  under  the  present  Constitution.  As  an  illustration 
of  this  peculiarity  in  the  political  state  of  this  Province,  v\e  mention 
the  general  appeal,  made  by  Mr.  Pitt's  Administration  to  His  Majes- 
ty's Subjects  throughout  the  world,  calling  for  voluntary  contribu- 
tions, for  the  suj)port  of  the  just  and  necessary  war  ;  in  '.vliieh,  for  the 
preservation  of  the  tl>»iones,  the  altars,  and  the  independence  of  Eu- 
ropean States,  His  jMajestv,  and  his  Allies  were  engaged. — Those 
contributions  produced  millions  of  money  in  the  United  Kingdom;  and 
the  occasion  was  seized  by  Buitoxs,  in  everij  (/uarter  of  the  globe, 
to  manifest  their  zeal  for  the  national  cause,  and  lor  the  support  of  the 


M     '.\ 


[en  AT. 

f,  on  llif  \nut 
CoIdhIuI  Act, 
Cinl  (lovtiii- 
tlic  will  el"  tliii 
IS  liillirrto  up- 
nloi'lj  iii/liil>il<il 
Miiiistirs  liiivc, 
tish  rarliauitnt 

review   of  tlie 
,f  tlie  IlousC  of 
nuini.-i  of  Cnld- 
lich  cxcKi!*ively 
cr  xvas  pari  ten - 
ulf  (IS  vnc  oj  llie 
I  llial  its   rc}!^u- 
ri/  in  Lower  ( V- 
rinl  Parliawnil. 
,1,  showing   lliiit 
do  on  till!  I^ancl 
pular  branch  of 
y  skilfully  avail- 
branches  of  the 
pntually  turn  the 
nselves  and  their 
il  more  by  acci- 
iJanadiau  House 
1/ie   hinuiliatiig 
!  from  the  Impc- 
tcl  dill  more  rc- 
Is  in  the  Toivw 

lecting  that  irt 
le,  by  Dissohi- 
t  in  producing  a 
les,  or  more  fa- 
s  of  the  British 
,s  an  illustration 
nee,  we  njention 
)n  to  His  iSlajes- 
untary  coiitribu- 
in  'A'hich,  for  the 
pcndcncc  of  Eu- 
ngagcd — Those 
:d  Kingdom;  and 
YtT  (>f  the  globe, 
ic  support  of  the 


XIII.] 


UK  I.OWKIt  CANADA. 


1.'55 


Imperial  (Jovcrnnient.  The  result  of  this  appeal,  however,  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Lower  I'anada,  uns  very  difftrent  I'roni  what  some  san- 
guine c.deulators  expeeteil.  The  French  Caiindians  and  iu/litcnliul 
It  presrnltilives,  from  the  causes  alrend!/  menti'ined,  had  in  no  iiniinicr 
xi/inprilhisrd  xv/lh  the  liritish  Aaliofi,  nor  idoitijird  themselves  ivith  its 

the  dispnsi'.ion   of  the  "Nation 
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separate  peojdr,  di.:lingitishfd  from  f.iigf.shmen,  bi/  lan\s,  iangmi-^:'., 
manners,  habits  and  pnrsu/ts,  of  their  otvn.  Under  such  eireinnstanees, 
the  result  may  be  readily  conjectured  by  our  intelligent  readers; 
instead  of  obtaining  titty  thousand  pounds,  from  a  province  con- 
taining that  number  of  liouselioKIers,  boasting  of  their  loyalty,  the 
contributions  were  chielly  confined  to  the  French  Canadian  Volun- 
teers, a  militarij  corps  in  British  paj,  and  to  persons  of  Hrifijh  origin 
in  the  Cities  and  Horoughs,  producing  not  one  tenth  of  that  sum. 

A  contemporaneous  event  is  however  mentioned  to  show  that  from 
the  same  I'Vench  Canadians,  nt  that  period  of  comparative  good  feel- 
ing,  a  little  management  could  always  obtain  compliments  and  pro- 
fessions, costing  little  and  pledging  less  of  money  or  service.  The  in- 
tention of  Governor  Prcscoti  to  leave  the  Province  on  a  visit  to 
London  produced  Addresses,  in  which  they  joined  with  the  other 
Subjects,  in  tlie  warmest  expressions  of  gratitude  and  attachment  to 
His  h^xcellcncy,  and  to  His  xMajesty's  person  and  Government. 

The  succeeding  Administration  of  Identenant  Governor  Mibies, 
is  severely  characterised  as  being  of  a  weak,  temporising,  selfish  and 
short  sighted  description.  Abandoning  the  objects  of  beneficial 
Colonisation,  this  Administration  was  chiefly  occupied  in  dividing 
among  its  greedy  adherents,  the  wrecks  of  the  new  settlements  in 
the  Townships,  conveying  large  tracts  of  fertile  land  to  persons,  de- 
void alike  of  the  talent  and  the  capital  requisite  to  form  beneficial 
Settlements,  and  extend  British  Colonisation.  We  request  the  par- 
ticular attention  of  our  readers  to  the  systematic  flattery  with  wiiich 
Sir  Robert  Shore  Milncs  plied  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  the  tem- 
porising purposes  of  his  Administration,  showing  his  readiness  to  sell 
the  Birthright  of  Britons  for  a  mess  of  pottage,  intelligent  readers 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  during  his  long  Ad- 
ministration, must  be  confounded  with  the  eulogiutns  on  the  past,  and 
brilliant  anticipations,  of  the  future,  which  jirevail  in  his  Speeclies.* 
Right  or  "wrong,  the  two  Houses  must  be  gorged  with  Jlattery,  till  at 

•  Some  of  those  friends  of  Sir  Robert  Shore  Milnrs,  whom  his  general  ameni- 
ty of  manners  conciliated,  pretend  thit  he  imiuted  the  style  and  spirit  of  Mis  Ma- 
jesty's Speeches  u>  tha  Lords  and  Commons;  but  they  cannot  deny  that,  in  such 
imitation,  he  should  have  t)een  restrained  by  the  disparity  of^ircumstances.  Ills 
Mtjesty,  in  the  homogeneous  nature  and  disposition  of  the  Inhabitants,  with  the 
power  of  balancing  the  great  interests  of  the  United  Kingdom,  finds  ample  means 
of  preventing  that  coiibtant  und  radical  contradiction  of  the  Measures  of  the  Mia- 
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lentil),  jIio  Lpu;islativf  ('(Miiicil.  complttcly  MiiTritid,  t'\liihit  a  lojitli- 
iiig  of  the  annual  hanijuet,  wliilc  llu,'  appi-tile  ol'  llit'  Assembly  coii- 
tinut's  keen  till  the  last,  niisleadinj;  some  more  rieent  (lovernois  in 
plannin}^  their  uays  and  means  of  influencing  the  latter  hody. 

The  events  of  the  Se'"-;ion  beginning  on  the  /jth  of  Mareh,  and 
prolonged  with  little  heneut  till  the  '29th  of  May,  IHOO,  are  chiefly 
remarkable  as  showing  that  the  House  of  Assembly  disregarded  the 
interests  of  Commerce,  how'}ver  much  recommended  by  tliat  of  the 
Clolony.  and  the  Kinpire  at  large,  and  was  eager  to  restore  every  ad- 
vantage, for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  their  ConsUtuciits,  which  had 
accrued  legitimately  to  His  IMajesty  from  the  Concjuest,  and  xihuli 
he  xvns  disposed  to  npplij  to  the  benefit  of  hin  old  and  nciv  Su/Jecls  in- 
discriminate/^^,  particulailij  Inj  promoting  Education  in  the  English 
tongnr. 

An  attempt,  on  the  part  of  the  Commercial  Interest,  to  obtain  some 
jlirect  encouragement,  by  bounty,  for  the  culture  of  Hemp,  failed  this 
Session  ;  but,  when  it  was  afterwards  supported  by  a  strong  recom- 
mendation from  that  Government,  X('hic.h  covered  all  dejicits  in  the 
Provincial  Revenue  by  a  portion  of  the  produce  of  British  taxation, 
it  succeeded:  and  an  experiment  in  the  culture  of  Hemp  was  made, 
which  failed,  partly  from  the  slovenly  and  monotonous  habits  of  the 
peasantry,  and  partly  from  the  circumstance  that  the  French  Canadi- 
an Clergy  have  no  right  of  tythe,  even  Jrom  Roman  Catholic  Parish- 
ioners, on  any  Grain,  except  ivhat  is  Jit  /or  the  ^ocd  of  Man, 

This  Chapter  also  contains  an  account  of  the  renewal  of  the  claim 
of  the  French  Canadians  upon  the  Estates  of  the  Order  of  Jesuits, 
already  mentioned.  Jean  Joseph  Casot,  the  last  of  the  Canadian 
Jesuits,  died  the  10th  of  March,  1800 ;  and  the  House,  hearing  that 
the  Executive,  in  expectation  of  that  event,  extinguishing  the 
pretensions  of  any  individual,  had  finally  taken  possession  for  the 
Crown,  addressed  the  Governor,  praying  for  certain  Documents  to 
facilitate  an  investigation  of  the  claims  of  the  Province  on  the  Es- 
tates, which  that  body  alledged  to  have  been  given  to  the  Jesuits,  by 
the  King  of  France,  for  the  specific  purpose  of  affording  the  means 
of  instruction  to  the  people.  His  Excellency,  however,  having  stat- 
ed that  the  Address  of  the  first  House  of  Assembly  had  been  con- 
sidered by  His  Majesty  in  Council,  and  that  an  order,  nevertheless, 
had  been  received  from  the  Colonial  Department,  to  take  possession 
for  the  Crown ;  the  House  of  Assembly,  injluenced  by  the  deference 
to  Royal  Authority  which  still  restrained  that  body,  was  satisfied  with 
consigning  the  appropriation  of  the  Jesuits'  Estates  to  the  mass  of 
grievances,  which  His  Majesty's  Nation  Canadienne  is  now  pre- 
paring to  exposjg  by  a  Special  Delegation  of  Representatives  at  the 
foot  of  the  Throne. 

istry,  appointed  by  him,  which  are  totnlly  wanting  in  Lower  Canada ;  where  the 
boast  of  biing  born  a  Briton,  is  no  recoinmendatiou  to  the  popular  branch  of  th« 
Legislature,  but  the  contrary. 
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This  t'hai)frr.  complrfiiig  llio  history  of  llio  last  Session  of  the 
second  Hon -c  of  As<»enil)ly,  alhides  to  an  abi>rtive  atti'iiipt  on  the 
part  of  the  Minority,  to  introduce  into  the  (.'onsfitntion,  the  lhiM\h 
priiuipl(!  of  a  qHaliJi  ntinn  of  propcrlij  in  all  Cniulidalcs  /or  a  scit! 
in  the  lliinse  d/'  Asscndi'ij ;  that  body,  houi.-ver,  as  will  soon  appear 
by  the  refusal  to  admit  a  .lew  of  reputable  character,  was  njorc  in- 
clined to  estdjlish  a  licli'rinn'i  Tkst,  Ihun  a  pirunia)  >f  (inalijlcdtion. 

Our  sixtii  ('hapter  opens  with    statiiiu;    tlie  result    of  the  (Jeneral 
I'^Jection  for  the  third    House  of  Assemiily,   uliieh  was    warmly  con- 
tested, and  returned  eightciin  MtMubers,  ineluding  five  French  Cana- 
dian Placemen,  friendly  t*)  the  ICxecutive,  though,  of  thi;^  number,  all 
were  not  favourable  to  the  smallest   modification  <.f  Treneh  Laws,  or 
of  the  Feudal  Tenure  of  Lands.    At  this  period,  the  Dritish    inti-rest 
was  sufliciently  strong  in  the  Citie;;  and    Boroughs  of  Quebec,  Mon- 
treal, 'I'hree    Rivers  and  William-Henry,  to  retm-n  a  Majority  of  the 
nine  Mendiers,  allotted  to  those   places.*     This  House  ol'  Asscir.bly 
indeed,  was  as  well   composed  to  fi)rward  British    Interests  and  sup- 
port the  local  (Jovernment,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  Country,  with 
its  vicious  Constitution,   giving  universal  sufi'rage  to  the   French  Ca- 
nadians, would  permit.     It  will  also  be  ohservecl,  that  party  spirit  and 
compctitl(m  between  the  Legislative  Council  and  the  Assembly,  could 
be  soothed  into   compromise,  and  that  the   success  of  Measures  ditl 
not  always  depend  upon    the  Department   in  which   they  originated. 
Meantime,  the  British  Ministry  appear   to  have  entirely  lost  sight  of 
the  consequences  of  the   injudicious   Constitutional    Acts,  adverting 
always  to  the  Anglification  of  the   Colony,  as  a  mere  matter  of  rou- 
tine, and  having  ai)parently   no  idea  cf  the  obstacles  to   tiieir  wishes 
of  spreading  the  English  Language,  which  the  Acts  14  and  31,  Geo. 
III.,  had   made.     If  they,   however,   received  a   correct    report   of 
the  proceedings  of  this  Session,   they  must  have   been   undeceived  ; 
for  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  nearly  re-ecl>oing   that   clause  of  the 
opening  Speech,  in  which  His  Excellency  intimated  the  intentions  of 
I  lis  Majesty  to  establish  a  competent  number  of  Free   Schools,  for 
the  instruction  of  the  rising  generation,  in  the  first  rudiments  of  use- 
ful learning,  and  in  the  English  Tonp^uCy  took  great  care  to  show  that 
Instruction  in  the  native  language  of  the  Sovereign,  was  uncongenial 
to  the  feelings  of  the  Majority,  as  being,  in   truth,  incompatible  with 
their  ambitious  views  of  keeping  their  Constituents  a  separate  and  con- 
centrated body,  obedient  to  the  political  doctrines  tohich  they  could  con- 
vey in   the   French   language,    either  openly  or  in  a  covert  manner, 
through  the  medium  of  Notaries  and  Priests. 

•  The  Britisli  Settlers,  persisting  always  in  the  support  of  the  local  Govern- 
ment,  were  at  length  completely  worsted  in  1827  ;  and  from  all  those  places,  only 
two  Members  were  retunicJ,  who  were  uncompromising  Supporters  of  the  Exeoii- 
tive  -.  the  hite  Election,  in  fact,  exhibited  rather  a  triumphant  progress  of  the  Ru- 
lers of  the  Country,  than  the  solicitation  of  votes  and  interest  which,  in  other 
Countries,  bumbles,  for  a  time,  the  Candidates  btiorc  tlie  Klectors. 
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TliiM  Session,  uliicli    Mr'rin  mh  tlic    Sili  ol  .f  uninry   ;muI  rmlcd  on 
tlic  Sill  1)1"  April,  |S(»I,  i*  rciu'dkiil'lc  iih  tiHoidiiij;  ii  ('Mridtis  insrniu'e 
ol'  till'  liiKMiiipr' 'iiiisiii}^  tciuu  i  V  (il'ilu'  ('(insliiiirnlM  ol  ilic  As<;Miil)'y, 
will)  tlun,  as  in  ihc  year  IS'.'T.   i)(rsi>U'(l  in  rc-i  Icctiiij,'  tlw;  okl  IMi'in- 
biTs,  Jiowi'viT  obnoxious  to  ( iDVcrnini-nf  :  iinfi'it/,  for  the  hrrnli/  j!/rrirs 
last  pa.yf,  l/ici/  hnvr  sent  into  the  II  inmnihfc  I  louse,   ten  Mcm/urs  mU 
(if  the  filXiis  ivhd  W!iii/(/  in'xir  In-  (ithnilleil  into  (iiii/  rrsprtlafi/i'  cn»ijtit. 
Ill/,     i'hdiles  I}(ij)ti.s!c  Hone   liad  l)ci'n  t\|)illi(l    ("roui  the  la^t  llotisir 
ol'  Assi-nibly,  in  (•(»ns<.'(|nriico  of  a  |)ivvi»»us  canvii'tion  of  ('(ttHpiraty, 
virti  otliiM's,  to  (It  fraud  I'tirnni'  Droiiin  td'divc's  sums  of  Murifv  :  lu- 
vtilIn'U''<s.  tliis  obnoxious  «Iiara(t<'r  was  triiiiiipliantly  i(>-(  Irctrd  as  a 
Mi-inbir  of  tlif  lIousi>  of  Assembly,    lor  tbis  tbird    I'arliann'iit,  Iimmj 
V  liiclt  111'  was  iUfiiUU  spi-t'dily  cxpclk'd.     'I'liu  i-nliuliU'iud    IJcclors  of 
tlio  County  of  Mliinj^liam,  rosiilvi'd  to  overact  tbc  part  of  tlioscwlio 
rci  K'cti'il  .b)hn  W'ilici's,  of  infamous  incniory,  i-ki'ti'd,  for    the  tbird 
tinu'.  tbc  sanif  Cbarli-s  Haptisto  r>()uc,  wbosc  annual  annoyance  could 
only  be  prevented  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  necessary  in  Louer 
Canada,  and  tuiprecedented    elsewhere,  *'  /or  (/i.-if/Kiili/i/ii:!^  mid  re x- 
tniininii  Charlca    Jhtpt'i'te  Jinne  J'lom    heimi'  fleeted,  and  sitting  and 
iHilini:;  ns  a  Mewher  of  the  House  nf  Assenihh/.'' 

This  Session  is  remarkable,  by  ihc  number  of  Acts  passed,  and 
the  vnriity  of  subjects  brought  into  discnssion.  The  Crt)wn  Law- 
yers and  two  Judges  of  the  C<>urt  of  King's  Hench,  being  Members 
of  the  House,  imjjortant  explanations  and  amendments  ol  the  Laws, 
were  suggested  by  their  experience;  while  deference  to  them  faciii- 
laleil  the  concurrence  of  the  Legislative  Council  in  those  amend- 
ments. Be  it  always,  however,  remarked,  that  nothing  of  the  princi- 
ples or  practice  of  English  Law  was  introduced :  ImciicIi  Laws  m ere 
explained  and  eulogised,  in  French  ;  and.  His  jMajesty's  coin  ex- 
cepted, the  House  of  Assend)ly  was  always  disposed  to  quarrel  with 
every  thing  not  presented  in  n  iVench  style. 

Then  follow  some  explanatory  characteristics  of  the  Executive, 
showing  that  the  local  Government  limited  its  endeavours  to  ohstrnct 
ihc  develnpcment  of  a  vicious  Constitution.,  instead  of  taldng  decisive 
mensnrcs  jor  its  reforniatiun,  by  appealiug  to  His  Majesty's  Ministers, 
and  exhibiting,  in  true  colours,  its  destructive  effects  upon  British 
Colonizati  n  and  Commerce,  and  upo7i  the  interests  0/  the  Empire  at 
large.  The  Annual  Session  of  the  Provincial  Parliamott,  was  opened 
on  the  1  Ith  of  January,  and  ended  on  the  5th  of  April,  1{^02  ;  and 
is  remarkable,  by  the  deference  shown  to  the  Commands  of  His  Ma- 
jesty, with  respect  to  the  encouragement  of  the  Culture  of  Hemp, 
for  which  an  Act  was  passed  this  Session,  producing  a  costly  experi- 
ment, which  nothing  but  the  ignorance  of  the  British  Government, 
as  to  the  political  and  moral  state  of  the  Colony,  could  have  recoin- 
niended.  Besides  the  princij)al  causes  of  failure  ah-eady  alluded  to, 
and  tvhich  tvere  7ieither  nnj'avourable  soil  nor  climate,  we  may  mention, 
that  among  an  uneducated  and  unenterpiisiiig  peasantry,  it  requires 
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estiaordinary  cnconnt^t'nii'nt  |o  inihice  llie  <  iilllvjnlon  ofapy  arlii  !«•, 
withunf  a  mitfc  imniriliiitc  vi«'\v  ll.iiti  |'(irt!ji;ii  ('oinnuri'i'.  'I'hc  Ai:ri- 
tullinal  Sociiiiis  allrm  arils  r^lablishid  in  I.owit  ('.niiula,  Ihiut  un- 
derstood the  priferahlf  olijreta  of  eneouni;:enu'nt.  '1  he  iiii|irnvf- 
ineiit  of  the  hreed  of  Calth-  and  II(»;;>«,  uud  the  inere:i«.e(l  tul- 
tine  »»r /y/// ■(//;/(•  Ciriiin,  hiive  been  tluir  principal  ohjicls;  aiul 
fiMisidtiiii-;  the  inllux  of  Hriii'h  I'.niiiLjranfs,  under  e\ery  iliNiidv.in- 
la};i',  we  may  evi  n  suppose  that  the  culture  of  lieinp,  and  it^  pn;- 
paratliMi  for  a  l'\)reij:n  Market,  may  be  ri  introduced  \\\  Lower  ('.nia- 
da,  and  more  parlieularlv  into  llu  'roun-liip:-;  wliere  the  infen  >t  of 
t'le  (.'K'rjry  to  jtreveul  llie  cnllivalion  of  any  article  not  subjeet  to 
lythe,  (loe>  not  exist :  the  experiment  scents  (le>pt>ratc  in  Sei;,Miioriid 
Lands:  but  the  inip«.'dinuiits  to  success  there,  form  only  additional 
motives  to  !,nve  it  a  fair  trial  eLewhere. 

This  Se-sion,  in  ihi-  despaleh  and  extent  of  Public  business,  shows 
the  iin])orlwnc(>  of  the  iiitirists  whicW  occasioiudly  united  in  inthicn<- 
in^  the  march  of  the  Ailniinisfration,  and  likewise  the  fiU'ilities  given 
by  the  Ivxecutive  Councillors,  lMend)ers  of  the  House,  who  wen-  en- 
abled to  litate  whether  Measures  orij^inated  by  the  Assend)ly,  would 
in  no  wise  interfere  with  His  Majesty's  lVero<;atives.  //  ivHl  hereaf- 
ter appear,  thai  when  the  jealousies  and  n.lrignes  of  the  Majoriljj  had 
prejiiilieed  llie  Eh\  tors  against  xoling  for  Executive  donncillurs,  and 
pt evented  almost  an^f  person  connected rvilh  the  Execntivcf'rom  having 
a  sent,  Measures  tvere  passed  Inj  the  Assemhlj^  repeatedli/,  in  such  m 
shape,  as  necessitated  their  rejection  in  the  Legislative  Council. 

Anotlier  attempt  was  made  by  the  Majority,  ibis  Session,  to  cs- 
lablisb  ii  pecuniary  allowance  for  the  Legislative  services  of  the 
N|»eaker  and  Members  of  the  Assend)ly;  and  the  Constitution  not 
bavinj;  restrained  individuals  devoid  oi'  property,  from  being  elected, 
this  Afeasure  was  ol'  vital  importance  to  many  poor  Members,  and 
was  with  tlw;  utnu)st  dilliculty  defeated,  by  the  iniluence  of  tl»e  Jv\- 
cc\itivo,  and  of  those  who  considered  it  calculated  still  farther  to  de- 
press the  character  and  (|uaii(ications  of  future  Candidates. 

'J'he  seventh  Chapter  begins  by  statini;  the  etfects  of  the  jealou- 
sies between  the  House  of  Assend)ly,  and  the  other  brunches  of  the 
Government,  in  preventing  every  species  of  improvement  whidi 
could  not  be  compassed  by  individuals  and  private  associations,  ami 
alludes  to  the  eflects  of  Foreign  Commerce,  and  the  enterprise  of 
INIercantile  Men,  in  promoting  the  industry  of  the  Country,  under  idl 
the  disadvantages  which  arise  from  an  incompetent  Legislature, 
equally  ignorant  of  the  principles  of  jwlilical  economy,  and  oj'  the  te- 
sources  of  the  Canadas. 

Among  the  British  and  Commercial  Members  of  the  Assembly, 
there  were  some  indefatigable  individuals,  who  took  every  opportuni- 
ty of  the  absence  of  a  Majority  of  French  Canadian  Members,  to 
have  the  freedom  of  discussing  their  [)rojects  of  improvement,  and 
appealing  to  the  enlightened  part  of  the  public  on  their  merits.  This 
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Session  was  opened  on  tlie  8tli  of  February,  and  ended  on  the  1  Uli 
of  April.  On  the  1st  of  April,  when  the  abs(;nce  of  many  French 
C'aiiiidiun  Members,  and  the  well  useertained  disposition  of  the  Le- 
j^islative  Council  gave  hopcH  of  success,  Mr.  Young  introduced  a 
Hill  for  tnregistering  Deeds  affecting  Heal  Property,  granted  by  His 
I\'';;jesty  under  the  English  Tenure  of  Free  and  Common  Soceage  : 
this  Measure  would  have  produced  good  titles,  anti  facilitated  the 
sale  of  the  Township  Lands  by  those  who  had  obtained  extensive 
grants ;  but  sucb  was  the  hostility  of  the  French  Canadians  to  Bri- 
tish Colonization,  that  the  present  and  all  future  attempts  to  obtain 
Kegister  Olficcs,  have  been  defeated  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  itignin- 
lisc  the  House  of  Assembly  as  the  patron  of  Mortgage  Frauds,  nud  to 
t/iroiv  a  general  odium  over  the  Co)iSliiue7its  of  that  bodij.  The  Legis- 
lative Council,  unvilling  to  participate  in  this  od'um,  was,  at  different 
times,  induced  to  manifest  its  desire  to  facilitate  the  })ub]icity  of  all 
cMicumbrances  on  property  ;  and,  in  order  to  deprive  the  Assembly 
of  any  })retoxt  of  interference  with  the  Frencli  Laws  which  regulate 
the  Feudal  Tenure  of  the  Seigniories,  that  body  in  the  year  1825,  sent 
down  for  concurrence,  a  Bill  entirely  confined  to  the  Registration  of 
Sales  and  Encumbrances  of  Township  Lands,  and  studiously  avoiding 
tvhatevcr  could  in  anywise  disturb  the  routine  of  the  Fr  nch  Canadians 
and  their  Feudal  Lords  s  but  this  Ideasure  met  with  the  customary 
reception  which  the  House  of  Assembly  has  always  given  to  every 
encouragement  to  Colonisation  on  British  Principles,  and  to  everyVe- 
gulation  which  would  afford  a  fair  experiment  of  the  effects  of  Bri- 
tish Laws,  in  the  most  distant  corner  of  Lower  Canada.  Lnd?ed,  no- 
thing short  of  the  interference  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  tvill  be 
necessary  to  enact  Laxvsfor  the  benefit  of  the  Townships,  ivhich  are  ex- 
clusively settled  hy  Subjects  of  British  origin^  eager  to  obtain  the  ad- 
vanttifres  of  British  Les^i slat  ion. 

This  Chapter  contains  several  characteristic  features  of  the  truly 
Feudal  and  French  picture  of  the  Assembly,  and  deserves  the  par- 
ticular attention  of  all  those  who  doubt  the  ditHculty,  or  rather  the 
impossibility,  of  rendering  Lower  Canada,  under  the  present  Con- 
stitution, a  British  Colony  fw /flt/,  as  *  as  been  ?*«  «fl??.'f,  for  more 
than  half  a  century.  The  business  of  this  Session  was  much  inter- 
rupted by  the  absence  of  Members;  but  the  French  Canadians  took 
care  to  be  sufficiently  strong  in  the  House,  to  defeat  all  attempts  at 
innovation  upon  the  old  Laws  and  Customs  of  the  Province,  being 
equally  regardless  of  the  numerous  examples  of  improvement  held 
forth  by  the  course  of  Legislation  in  France,  England,  the  United 
States  of  America  and  Upper  Canada,  and  proving  that  Mr  Pitt's 
expectation  that  emulation,  instead  of  jealousy,  would  characterise 
il'c  French  Can-nhans,  when  insulated  by  his  impolitic  division  of  the 
Province  of  QucbLC,  has  entirely  failed  ;  and  its  failure  has  in  no 
small  degree  derogated  from  the  correctness  of  his  other  Measure:.- 
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rcspp.ctinii;  rort'ii^'ii  X;ilIons:-  -on  this  su!)j<'cf,  l):)v,-,?vcl%  n'o  must  rc- 
(i'l-  'Mil-  rc'iulcT.-;  to  tlu'  '.iccoiint  j^ivcn  in  l.VxI  .lf.'\'-  Annual  llegister,  of 
tliL-  (li'lialf  ill  I'ailiainciit  upon  tlio  Coiistitiiliuiiiil  Act,  31,  Geo.  III., 
Cap.  :)  I. 

V.'c  next  give  an  account  of  the  cxtnioidiimry  Session,  called  hy  the 
I.ic'iitenant  (Jovornor,  in  virtue  of  express  authority  given  to  him  by  a 
(I  lusu  of  the  nrvv  .Militia  Act.  Oliicial  iutelligencu  dftlu)  rer.cwalof 
ihv-  war  bi'tween  (ireat  Britain  and  the  French  and  the  Piutavian  Re- 
puhlics  arrived  at  Quebec  iu  .July  :  in  consequence  of  which  the  Le- 
gl-,Iature  of  Louor  Canada  was  summoned  to  meet  on  the  21st 
August,  1S{)3.  The  promptitude  with  which  the  great  Majority  of 
the  Members  took  their  seats,  and  renewed  the  temporary  Acts  for 
the  better  preservation  oi"  His  Miijesty's  Government  and  *he  regu- 
lation of  Aliens,  were  suhjocts  of  eulogium  in  the  Speech  of  His  Ex- 
cellency. Ijut  even  this  short  Session  often  days  alfords  some  sam- 
ples of  opposition  to  the  Executive,  aiul  ditferences  between  the  Le- 
gislative Council  and  House  of  Assembly,  worthy  of  being  referred 
to  by  (Mir  rciders. 

The  Act,  originating  in  the  form.cr  body,  entitled  ^'  an  Ad  for  the 
more  ample  pnhUcation  of  certain  Acts  of  the  Provincial  Parliament," 
was  carried  thror.^^h  the  Assembly  with  much  difuculty  ;  because  the 
autiiority  given  to  t!ie  Executive  to  order  the  reading  of  laws  and 
proclamations  by  the  parish  Priests  was  supposed  to  expose  them  to 
be  intluenced  by  the  Government.  Mr.  Joseph  Papineait  strongly 
opposed  the  laeasure ;  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  substitute  the 
Captains  of  .Militia  i".  tin;  room  of  the  Priests,  which  however  failed, 
from  the  notorious  circumstance  that  many  of  those  olficers  were 
unable  to  read  correctly,  and  very  much  required  the  assistance  of 
the  Priests,  in  order  to  understand  their  military  as  rvell  as  their  other 
dulia. 

During  the  recess,  the  effects  of  the  war,  vigorously  carried  on  by 
Great  Jlritain,  almost  single-handed,  against  Nap'deon  Bnnnapartr, 
the  liuler  of  France,  produced  an  extraordinary  demand  for  Canadian 
Produce  in  the  British  markets  ;  and  the  progress  of  the  old,  and  the 
introduction  of  new  branches  of  industry,  particularly  ship-building 
and  the  manufacture  of  lumber  and  potasb.cs,  are  mentioned. 

The  fifth  and  last  Session  of  the  third  Parliament  was  opened  10th 
Februar}^  and  ended  2d  May,  1801-.  It  was  a  busy  Session,  in  which 
the  financial  system  of  taxing  imported  goods  car  ^eu  -".ach  debate 
between  the  Majority  and  feeble  Nlinority  in  the  'louse  of  Assemblv. 
When  the  proposed  ways  and  means  of  deirayi  ig  the  expense  of 
erecting  Gaols  and  iimshing  Court  Houses  were  debated,  the  IMajor- 
ity,  whose  influential  members  were  lawyers,  nn!?.rics  and  habitant'^:, 
were  assailed  by  a  strong  opposition  out  of  doors  oii  the  part  of  the 
Mercantile  interest ;  and  this  Chapter  contains  an  extract  from  a  Pre- 
sentment of  the  (irand  .Jury  of  the  District  ( :  Montreal,  in  favor 
of  the  British  principle  of  defraying  the  expense  of  local  c^tablioh- 
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ments  by  loeal  ossmcnts ;  to  which  wo  rc([ncst  tho  pnrticular  atten- 
tion of  our  readers.  It  is  needless  to  repeat  tliat  this  opposition  was 
fruitless,  and  merely  tended  to  show,  that,  under  tJie  pre;ciit  ConslUu- 
iion,  the  merchants  will  always  have  to  complain  that  tlieir  interests 
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terests  of  those  who  completely  lead  the  peasantry,  by  flattering 
their  prejudices.  But,  to  understand  the  scope  of  the  general  mea- 
sures of  finance  proposed  by  the  Majority,  it  is  particularly  necessary 
to  recollect  that  under  i/ie  present  Conslilut'ion,  men  q/  large  property 
have  nn  direct  influence  in  the  Legislature,  or  at  eleclinm,  and  are  en- 
iireli/  at  the  mcrci/  of  the  forty  shilling  vassal  of  a  feudal  Seigneur,  xvho 
sits  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  tvell  tutored  hy  the  lawyers  and  notaries  to 
harass  the  commercial  and  other  capitalists,  and  to  make  all  their  under' 
takings  tributary  to  feudal  burthens,  and  taxation  /or  local  and  general 
purposes.  Capital  in  Lower  Canada  is  thus  deprived  of  its  legitimate 
influence,  and  driven  to  seek  security  under  governments  more  tvisely 
constituted. 

Besides  differences  with  the  Legislative  Council,  the  Majority  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  distinguished  this  Session,  by  calling  in 
question  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  respecting  His  Majesty's  rights 
to  certain  lots  of  ground  in  the  City  of  Montreal,  intended  to  be 
granted  as  the  scite  of  a  new  District  Gaol.  This,  being  only  the 
forerunner  of  other  attempts  to  interfere  with  His  Majesty's  ter- 
ritorial rights,  is  worthy  of  the  attention  of  our  readers,  and  will  pre- 
pare their  minds  for  the  consideration  of  the  various  grievances  al- 
leged by  trie  candidates  for  votes  nt  the  approaching  general  election, 
which  are  briefly  noticed  in  our  succeeding  Chapter.  Meantime,  the 
quorum  of  the  Asicmbly  having  been  reduced  to  twelve  members  by 
the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker,  the  Parliament  was  at  length  proro- 
gued, with  Sir  Robert  Shore  Milnes'  usual  tribute  of  applause. 


IS'lDl 


XIV 


or    LOWKR  CWAPA. 


103 


[chat. 

rticular  atten- 
pposition  was 

•.:Cllt  C071SiitU' 

heir  interests 
innuetliate  in- 
by  tlattcrirg 
general  mea- 
arly  necessary 
large  proper  iij 
I.?,  «?»/  are  en- 
Seigneur,  uhn 
and  notaries  to 
dl  their  and  or- 
al and  general 
f  its  legitimate 
Is  more  xmelif 

je  Majority  of 
by  calling  in 
lajesty's  rights 
itended  to  be 
being  only  the 
I  Majesty's  ter- 
and  will  pre- 

^rievances  al- 

neral  election, 
Meantime,  the 

c  members  by 
length  proro- 

jpplause. 


CHAP.  XIV. 
HECAPITUI*ATIOW 

CONCLUDED. 

Our  retrospecL  and  recaj)itulation  have  embraced  more  topics  than 
wv  iit  lirst  inlended  ;  but  we  shall  endeavour  to  be  as  brief  and  rapid 
a^  our  anxiety  to  ii\  the  attention  of  our  readers  upon  some  salient 
points  of  tl)e  ambitious  progress  of  the  Majority  of  the  House  of  As- 
set:.biy.  may  permit. 

Oiw  eighth  Chapter  opens  with  an  analysis  of  the  grievances  declaim- 
ed upon  at  the  general  election;  by  which  it  appears  that  nothing  less 
than  ilic  regulation  ofailtheafFairsof  the  Constituents  on  the  old  French 
and  fc'ulal  system  would  have  been  satisfactory.  'J'he  predominancy 
in  population  was  boldly  stated,  as  if  the  country  Iiad  been  free  and 
independent,  to  entitle  the  French  Canadians  to  a  predonnnancy  in  all 
the  civil  ortices  of  honor  and  profit,  leaving  to  the  conquering  power 
the  empty  name  of  a  mere  military  protector.  Meantime,  the  imagi- 
nation of  the  orators  ran  wild  as  to  the  happiness  ,vhich  would  arise 
to  the  "  Nation  Canadicnne"  if,  as  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  a 
Majority  of  French  Canadian  Roman  Catholics  existed  in  the  Exe- 
cutive and  Legislative  Councils,  extending  the  national  influence 
through  every  civil  and  religious  department.  The  Oligarchy,  formed 
by  the  temporary  coalition  of  a  minority  of  French  Canadian  Roman 
Catholic  Placemen  with  Protestant  intruders,  was  the  particular  ob- 
ject of  obloquy  ;  and  at  this  time  all  the  civil  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  indiscriminately  stigmatised  asbeingengaged  in  a  conspiracy 
to  monopolIi=c  all  the  benefits  of  office  for  themselves  and  their  children, 
'i'lie  principal  topics  of  declamation  were,  however,  of  a  prospective 
nature :  few,  indeed,  and  frivolous,  were  the  grievances  which  could  be 
alleged  as  actually  existing ;  but  many  were  stated  to  be  in  pro>peCt» 
Because  Lower  Canada  was  a  Dependency  of  Great  Britain,  it  was  al- 
leged that  continual  attempts  would  be  made  to  introduce  heavy  taxa- 
tion ;  and  the  Presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Montreal,  in  favor 
of  an  Assessment  for  building  a  District  Gaol,  was  given  as  a  pre- 
sumptive proof  that  direct  taxes  would  be  the  order  of  the  day,  if  ex- 
traordinary efforts  were  not  made  to  return  all  those  of  the  old  mem- 
bers, who  pledged  themselves  to  oppose  such  burthens. 

The  fourth  House  of  Assembly  contained  an  unusual  number  of 
small  proprietors  holding  their  lands  under  Seigneurs,  subject 
to  annual  rents,  mutation  fines,  and  other  feudal  burthens,  who  con- 
ceived themselves  already  bUiTiciently  taxed  by  the  immemorial  custom 
of  the  country.     Their  habits  of  thought  were  almost  hereditary  lirom 
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father  to  son  ;  and,  while  tlicy  were  alarnieil  by  the  speclrc  of  direct 
taxation,  they  could  not  conceive  how  the  produce  ol'  direct  taxes 
could  be  aj)j>lied  to  enliunce  the  value  of  their  lands,  nor  eoniuct 
tlu'ir  interest  with  the  general  iniproveniciit  of  the  country.  In  tluir 
restricted  view,  ilie  operations,  of  the  Mcrdund  xi-crc  for  liismalc  inteiesl  ; 
iv/iilc  ifioyc  ofihc  l.axvijcr,  Kainry  and  Prio.l  xvcrc  chitjlij  heiKjicinl  to 
their  cmploijcrs.  The  new  members  were  entirely  under  the  controul 
of  the  Lawyers  and  Notaries,  and  increased  the  t-treni-Mh  of  the  INIa- 
jority  against  all  Assessments  and  direct  taxes,  and  in  favor  of  taxes 
on  iMerchandise. 

iVr  liobert  Shore  Milnca,  and  the  I\Iajority  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cillors, havin«r  no  other  object  than  to  oi)tain  the  means  of  carrviiif 
on  the  Government,  took  no  decided  part  in  the  financial  question  as 
to  the  objects  of  taxation  ;  and  the  commercial  interest  was  in  the 
minority  in  the  Lc^^islative  Council  as  well  as  in  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

The  repeated  defeats  of  all  attempts  to  modify  the  Feudal  Tenure 
could  not  however  deter  sonjc  vounic  nicnibers  of  the  Assembly  from 
agitating  the  question,  and  detailing  the  numerous  impediments  to  the 
]>rogre&s  of  the  Colony  in  industry,  both  agricultural  and  connnereial, 
which  that  tenure  entailed.  The  eighth  Chapter  accordingly  gives 
an  interesting  discussion  upon  the  Bill  introduced  by  Mr.  John  Cald- 
U'dl,  "  to  enable  the  Seigneurs  of  this  Province  to  compound,  for  their 
feudal  rights  and  dues,  tvilh  their  vassals  and  censilaircs."  The  House 
of  Assembly  would  not  even  go  into  Committee  upon  this  Dill,  w  hieh 
Was  considered  as  calculated  to  encourage  Protestants  to  intrude 
themselves  into  the  parislies  and  towns,  diminishing  not  only  the  tytlie 
to  the  Priests,  but  also  tlie  number  of  votes  at  elections  in  favor  of 
rVencb  Canadian  predominancy. 

The  influence  of  foreign  commerce,  and  the  indefatigable  persever- 
ance of  interested  individuals,  produced  several  Acts  connected  with 
the  local  improvement  of  the  country  this  Session;  and  it  is  a  painful 
subject  of  reflection,  that  all  the  attempts  of  well  intentioncd  indivi- 
duals to  coalesce  the  inhabitants  of  British  origin  with  French  Cana- 
dians, in  Libraries,  Banks,  Insurance  Companies,  Hotels,  Assembly 
Rooms,  and  even  Concerts  of  INIusic,  have  ended  in  discord  and  com- 
plete division.  This  incompatibility  of  temper  is  entirely  owing  to  the 
ambition  of  predominancy  engendered  by  a  Constitution,  which  in  its 
progress  exasperated  those  feelings  of  hostility,  which  during  thii  ty 
years  after  the  Conquest  were  gradually  softened  down,  permitting  the 
closest  ties  which  bind  families  together  to  take  place  frequently  ; 
and  French  Canadians  and  Britons,  were  described  by  travellers  as 
amalgamating  into  one  people,  in  the  year  1784-. 

The  same  Chapter  states  the  conclusion  of  Sir  Robert  Shore 
Milnes  Administration,  and  gives  grounds  of  suspicion,  that  his  lie- 
port  to  His  Majesty's  Ministers  would  have  avoided  any  distinct  views 
of  the  defects  of  the  Constitution,  and  of  tha  permanent  causes  which 


i; !'  !<i 


;lic  of  liircct 

llil'LCt      tilNL'S 

nor  conmct 
ry.  In  llitir 
,sY,7t'  iiiley('!<l  ; 
I  liciirjicinl  to 
(lie  colli loul 
|j  of  the  Ma- 
ivor  of  Uixcs 

cutivc  Coun- 
of  canyinjT 
il  question  usj 
:  was  in  the 
!ousc  of  As- 

udal  Tenure 
ssenibly  from 
linientsto  the 
.  connnercial, 
rdingly  gives 
r.  J  (J /ill  Cald- 
iinU  for  their 
'Vhe  House 
is  Bill,  which 
ts  to  intrude 
>nly  the  tythc 
IS  in  favor  of 

ible  pcrsever- 
)nnected  with 
it  is  a  painful 
tioncd  indivi- 
French  Cana- 
ls, Assembly 
;ord  and  com- 
\f  owing  to  the 
1,  which  in  its 
during  thiity 
)erniitting  the 
;e  i'rcquenlly  ; 
travellers  as 

Robert    Shore 

I,  that  his  Ite- 

distinct  views 

causes  which 


XIV.] 


OF  LOWKll  CANADA. 


iGc 


would  prevent  the  Colony  from  being  Anglified,  and  rendered  useful, 
instead  of  being  embarrassing,  to  the  Imperial  Government. 

After  Sir  Hahcrt  Shore  Milnes  had  obtained  leave  of  absence 
on  account  of  hjs  declining  health,  the  Honorable  Thowus  D;ni!i, 
a  Puisne  Judge  of  His  Majesty's  Court  of  King's  Bench  for  tl.c 
District  of  Quebec,  !-uceeeded  to  the  temporary  Administra- 
tion oi'  the  (jovernnu'i)t,  under  the  title  of  President,  and  in 
virtue  of  his  being  the  oldest  Protestant  member  of  the  Executi\e 
Council. 

Tile  administration  of  this  old  gentleman  was  still  less  fit,  than  that 
of  hii  predece.ss.)r,  to  hold  the  balance  between  the  I'lench  and  Kug- 
lisli  j)ailies,  or  to  shield  the  minority  of  English  inhabitants  from  the 
effects  of  the  systematic  encroachments  ot  the  House  of  As^embly 
upon  His  Majesty's  Prerogative,  and  the  detestation  evinced  by  tl.at 
body  against  ihitish  principles  of  law  and  finance. 

The  second  Session  of  the  fourth  Provincial  Parliament  brgan  L'Oth 
I'ebruary,  and  ended  19th  Ajiril,  18()'i;  and  it  acquired  distinction 
from  the  opportunity  which  the  Prench  Canadian  Majority  sei/ed, 
during  this  weak  administration,  to  render  the  constructive  piivileges 
oi"  the  House  of  Assembly  oppressive  to  that  liberty  ot  speech  and 
\vritiug  which,  though  not  a  French,  is  at  least  an  l-lnglish  birthright. 
The  malevolent  jiassions  gave  animation  to  this  Session  ;  and  they 
were  chiefly  excited  by  the  well  founded  conij)laints  of  the  then  po\>- 
crful  body  of  merchants,  against  the  system  of  taxing  merchandise  ibr 
all  purposes,  adopted  by  the  House  oi"  Assembly,  from  reasons  alrea- 
dy mentioned,  connected  with  the  jirejudices,  and  immediate 
interests  of  the  majority  of  the  members,  and  of  their  Frencli 
Canadian  constituents. 

The  merchants,  and  others,  friendly  to  British  princijiles,  contended 
that  local  cdublishmcnis,  such  as  court-houses,  gals  and  houses  of  cr- 
rcctioit,  should  be  defrayed  bij  asscssvioils  or  direct  taxes  upon  the  dis- 
tricts, counties  and  cities  /or  whose  benrjU  thcij  might  be  respect ivelij  re- 
quired. The  toasts*  at  a  public  dinner,  given  in  honor  of  the  mem- 
bers, who  had  supported  those  British  principles  of  taxation,  ha\ing 
been  published  in  the  Montreal  Gazette,  were  voted  a  libel  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  and  on  the  other  branches  of  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment;  and  Isaac  Todd,  Esquire,  the  President  of  the  dinner 
party,  and  Mr.  Edwards,  the  Printer  of  the  ^Montreal  Gazette,  were 
oriiered  to  be  taken  into  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms. 

But  those  two  individuals  were  not  the  only  objects  of  persecution. 

•  The  toasts  alhiiloil  to  are  given  vcrbntfin  in  the  t-iylifli  Cliapter ;  and  it  imiht 
be  a  ini'inorial  of  (lie  u)a(lnef,s  of  parly  spirit,  that  tlii'y  bliould  l)ave  l)ecn  niailo  ilw 
gnmiiHs  of  prosecution  l)y  a  House  of  Asseml)ly,  prttiMidinR  to  l)o  Uie  most  zimIous 
and  (lisinteresteiJ  friends  of  political  and  l)eisonal  ri^luti :  il  is  abundantly  evident 
tliat  the  French  Caiwlians  and  lltdr  I.cni/.rs  con  found  tlic  idea  of/ilx'rti/  and  ri^lit 
with  mere innui);  wliich,  like  tiie  oUier  j^ood  iliin;rs  of  (liis  life,  they  ui>,h  to  ujono- 
polise,  if  tluit  were  jiossiblc,  lor  thLm^clvcs  and  tlair  dcoceiidantb,  to  llic  cxclu^iou 
of  all  otherb. 
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Mr.  Thoihas  Cary,  the  intcHitjcnt  proprietor  and  editor  of  (lie  Qiie- 
l)ee  Mucury,  Imving  aceonipjinied  his  usual  report  of  the  procee{liiij.^.s 
ol'the  House  >vith  some  remarks,  rej)robating  tiie  rij^orous  course  in- 
leiided  against  the  Editor  ofthc  Montreal  (ni/ette,  incurred  the  high 
(lis|>leii;;>!it.  of  the  Majority.  «ho,  retroj;radin<r  half  a  century  in  search 
of  I'^itish  precedents,  declared  it  a  high  breach  of  their  privileges,  for 
any  iiulividi'al  to  presume  to  give  to  the  public  an  account  of  the  j)ro- 
C(  cdings  of  the  Jlouse  of  Assenddy.  Mr.  Canj  was  ordered  into  the 
ciKsiody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Anns  ;  but  having,  by  humble  petition,  ex- 
piessid  hid  sorrow  ibr  having  given  unintentional  offence,  the  ITouhe, 
ihiiikiiig  probably  that  tliey  were  advancing  too  fast  to  the  rcij^n  of 
terror,  ordtred  his  discliarge. 

Nothing  is  more  pitiable  than  such  attem])ts  to  obtain  respect  for 
j)er^()ns  and  principles  which  do  not  deserve  it;  and  those  violent  and 
iiijiidicious  j)rocec(lings  oithe  j)opular  branch  against  the  Press,  had  a 
very  difiercnt  effect  from  what  it  vaiidy  exj)ected. 

Several  well  written  communications,  calling  in  question  the  right 
of  the  Jlouse  of  Assembly  to  arrest  a  Subject  of  His  M.'ijesty  by  its 
Speaker's  warrant,  aj)pearcd  in  the  Quebec  Mercury  ;  and  this  con- 
structive right  was  considered  so  worthy  of  regulation,  that  a  clause  in 
liie  Union  Bill  of  1822,  prohibited  its  exercise  before  it  should  have 
been  enacted  by  the  proposed  new  Legislature,  and  declared  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  its  dignity. 

On  the  4th  March,  Mr.  Bedard,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bcrtliclol,  ob- 
tained a  Resolve  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  nine  Mem- 
bers, to  prepare  an  Address  and  Memorial  to  His  Majesty,  beseech- 
iig  His  Majesty  not  to  exercise  liis  right  of  disallowing  the  late  Act 
of  the  Legislature,  providing  means  for  building  Gaols  for  the  Dis- 
tricts of  Quebec  and  Montreal. 

This  Address  and  Memorial,  as  finally  voted  ISth  March,  is  re- 
\lewed  in  the  same  Chapter:  its  misrepresentations  of  facts,  ailedging 
^•vliat  V as  false,  and  suppressing  what  was  true,  in  the  state  of  the 
country,  and  in  the  science  of  political  economy,  were  mixed  up  w  ith 
the  usual  portion  of  sentiments  of  loyalty  and  attachment  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's person  and  government,  anu  with  such  occasional  touches  of 
riuttery  to  the  Constituent  body,  that  it  may  be  considered  a  fair 
sample  of  that  coquetting  behaviour  which  distinguished  the  Majori- 
ty, wlio  were  too  and>itious  to  serve  either  His  Majesty  or  the  Na- 
tion Canadienne,  thinking  only  of  serving  the  interest  of  them- 
selves and  of  their  immediate  adherents. 

The  connnercial  minority  was  partially  conciliated  this  Session  by 
some  regulations  of  trade,  and  by  a  vote  of  one  thousand  pounds  for 
the  improvement  of ///c  Lnchine  Rapids  ;  but,  towards  the  end  ofthc 
Session,  the  Majority  lost  their  temporj^ry  good  humour,  by  the  refu- 
sal of  the  President  to  make  an  advance  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
jiovinds,  to  defray  the  expense  of  translating  into  French,  and  print- 
ir.g  for  the  Uic  of  the  3Jembcrs  of  the  Asbcwdd*,  Hatli-cH'i*  Prece- 
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donts  of  Prococdlng';  in  the  House  of  Connnon'^.  Such  an  application 
of  money  for  the  more  purpose  oi" provi/in:;  hi.  Frrnch  what  i'lc  Mr))?' 
/>rrs  should /i  UXK'  cuflravniirrd  to  stnilij  in  Ihr  K.'ijy/it/i  fmni;',  rvas  i!t'tU:iJ:t 
to  be  di:serviiirr  of  the  previous  consideration  of  the  other  bntncha  of 
the  Le:;isfafurc 

The  President  does  not  appear  this  Sp'^ion  to  have  been  troafed  uith 
the  respect  due  to  his  station  by  the  A  ^senihly  ;  and,  though  in  h'liublti 
imitation  of  his  predecessor,  he  p.iid  souio  corn;)!iuii^:its  to  both 
Houses  in  his  dosing  Speech,  it  is  piobable  tliat  he  wa.i  far  from  be- 
ing satisfied  ;  and  though  lie  suppressed  all  expression  of  per-Tna! 
feeling  on  the  subject  of  a  want  of  etiquette  in  the  intercourse  of  the. 
Members  M'itii  him,  he  could  not  avoid  lamentini'  the  non-attendance 
of  half  the  constitutional  number,  and  the  fre<|uent  adjournments  for 
want  of  a  quorum.  All  thp  Acts  passed  this  Session  weroten;piM-ai  v, 
according  to  the  systematic  policy  which  endeavours  to  make  tl.c 
House  of  Assembly  the  regulator  and  controller  of  the  march  of  thft 
Administration,  and  to  enable  that  body  to  connect  its  power  with  the 
continually  recurring  legislative  wants  of  a  progressive  Colony. 

Our  ninth  Chapter  begins  with  stating  the  progress  of  ('ommerce 
and  Industry  in  Lower  C'anada,  which  is  ascribed  to  the  dentand  fi>r 
the  productions  of  the  Canadas,  and  of  the  neighbotn-ing  State*,  in 
the  British  Markets,  in  consequence  of  tlie  war  in  Europe,  and  the 
Decrees  of  the  French  Emperor,  which  interrupted  the  intercourse 
of  England,  with  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  move  jnirticularly 
with  the  Northern  Powers ;  making  the  great  channel  of  the  Saint 
Lawrence  Important,  in  facilitating  supplies  of  Naval  Stores. 

After  stating  the  extraordinary  encouragement  given  by  the  Par- 
h'ament  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  employment  of  Capital  in  the  Colo- 
nial Lumber  Trade,  and  showing  the  advantages  which  Upper  Cana- 
da, and  those  American  States  which  border  on  the  River  St.  Law- 
rence, derived  from  it,  allusion  is  made  to  those  peculiar  characteris. 
tics  of  the  French  Canadians,  and  of  their  incompetent  House  of 
Assembly,  which  prevented  them  from  having  the  principal  share  of 
the  benefits  derived  from  the  resort  of  hundreds  of  Vessels  to  Que- 
bec, making  two  voyages  annually,  and  carrying  to  British  Ports, 
I^imber,  Pot  and  Pearl  Ashes,  Wheat,  Flour,  i\v,d  Provisions.  The 
indirect  bene-fits  to  the  native  population,  were  indeed  great ;  but  wc 
venture  to  assert  that,  until  the  Leaders  of  the  French  Canadians  crtn 
be  induced  to  second  the  polici/  of  British  Colonisation,  bij  faciHtatii};x 
the  comhinction  if  their  Constituents  with  the  Upper  Canadians,  and 
tvith  Emigrants  from  Great  Britain  and  from  the  United  States,  thej/ 
will  have  little  share  iri  clearing  the  Ji-'^aste  Lands,  and  establishing 
new  Settlements  in  this  Province.  Till  this  desirable  combination 
t.'ikc  place,  we  shall  continue  to  see  them  and  their  Reprcscritatives 
envious  of  the  prosperity,  though  not  emulous  of  the  industry,  of 
their  neighbours. 
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TIi(<  tliird  So^sldn  of  llic  foiirlli  rmviiiclal  r;irll;imcnt,  wns  opciv  d 
by  Prcsidcht  /)iniii,  on  tlic  21  si  ol"  ,I;iini:iry,  ;iii«l  cIoKcd  on  tin  \(',\\\ 
«)l'  April,  IROT.  Uu;isiM't  rcmiirkiihlc  lor  iiiMiiy  important  Miii- 
siiri's  broiijilit  to  niotdrify  ;  imt  a  variety  of  proircts  aru  iiunlioiml, 
iiulicj'tin.'j;  that  tlic;  CoiiiiiU'rcial  and  otiicr  interests  were  iirtcnt  lor 
L(^!j;islati\c'  guidance  and  iT)coura,C(inent.  The  Ilniise  of  Asseinhlv 
uas,  however,  chitiiy  a'i\ioits  to  extend  and  seenre  the  jMiwers  la- 
vished upon  it  by  the  Constitution;  and  the  Act  47»  ('<'o.  III..  Cap. 
If),  containing  rejrulations  for  tl;e  conduct  of  Iiefiirnini;  Oiiicers, 
confTih'.itcd  to  <liscoMva_tre  Candidates  of  I'litish  origin,  from  o[)- 
jiosinj;  those  of  I'Vench  orip'in,  af,    f  .ftire    Kltetionji. 

On  the  2tth  of  February,  the  attempt  to  obtain  a  prciiniary  al- 
lowance f.r  the  Sj)eaker  and  Members  of  tlie  Assend)Iy,  was  renew- 
ed;  but  It  so  completely  failed,  that  since  that  period,  an  allowance 
for  Legislative  services  has  been  considered  disreputable,  except  in 
the  case  of  the  Speaker,  who,  <';.?  a  scvant  of  ihc  llonnnrahlc  //o/zov, 
has  been  deemed  a  fit  object  of  liiie;  and  since  the  year  1817,  by  a 
compromise  with  the  Legislative  Coiineil,  stipulating  x\\\  ecjual  all(Mv- 
ance,  to  the  Speaker  ui  that  body,  those  Olficers  bave  ^'acb  recerved 
a  salary  of  one  thousand  pounds,  for  the  service  of  three  months,  the 
usual  duration  of  a  Session  of  the  Legislature. 

Though  no  Acts  of  Iinportancc  were  passed  this  Session,  several 
connected  with  local  convenience  and  jiolice,  occupied  much  of  the 
time  of  the  House;  and  the  President,  in  his  closing  Speech,  had  a 
fair  opportunity  of  imitating  bis  predecessor  in  praising  the  Assem- 
bly, which  would,  however,  bave  been  more  gratified  with  his  assent- 
jng  to  pecuniary  reward. 

Next  lollo^ts  an  account  of  some  important  events  in  Europe  and 
in  America,  which  had  a  powerful  influence  on  Canadian  affairs. — 
1'he  Britisii  Ministry,  familiarly  called  "  all  Ihc  Tnlcnls,"  which  pro- 
mised so  much,  and  performed  so  little,  was  finally  wrecktnl  on  the 
rock  of  Catholic  Emancipation  ;  and,  in  the  months  of  March  and 
April,  ISOT,  a  Tory  and  Anti-gallicavi  Adn^inistration  was  establish- 
tfd,  which,  possessing  the  unbounded  confidence  of  llis  Majesty,  ral- 
lied around  it  the  great  body  of  tlu  British  Natici.  and  ev';ntU'^Mv 
obtained  what  Mr.  Pitt  desired  i.»  vain — the  dclireravcc  of  Europe 
from  the  yoke  of  Frame,  n::a  Ihc  ^plotdtntr  of  ^uilitarij,  in  addition 
to  Maritime  Potver  and  repuiaiinn,  for  their  Countn/. 

We  also  show  the  progress  of  the  hostile  disposition  of  ihe  Crov- 
crnment  of  the  United  States  towards  Great  Britain,  accele  -ated  by 
the  unauthorised,  though  excusable  zeal  of  Admiral  Berkely ;  whose 
orders  to  take,  hi  force  of  arms,  if  ncrcssaiy,  certai\i  Deserters  from 
His  Majesty's  Navy,  fo.-minp  part  of  the  Crew  of  the  American  Fri- 
gate Chesapeake,  were  strictly  executed  by  Captain  Humjibries. 

Those  events  are  particularly  detailed  in  the  same  C'uajjter,  as  in- 
fluencing  Canadian   aifairs,  causing  the   appointaicnt  of  Sir  Jomcs 
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llpurij  Craig,  as  Governor  General,  and  leading  to  the  unprecedent- 
ed moc'e  of  hostility  adopted  by  the  American  Government,  under 
President  Jrff'ersou,  which,  hy  ihe  prolonged  Embargo  on  American 
Vessels,  produced  a  contraband  Trade  from  the  Frontiers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  through  Lower  Canada,  pouring  Wealth,  Capital  and 
Commercial  Enterprise,  into  that  Province,  for  two  shipping  seasons, 
and  affording  a  stimulus  to  improvement,  which  a  competent  and  im- 
partial House  of  Assembly,  would  have  made  a  lasting  benefit  to  the 
Country  and  to  their  Constituents,  as  well  as  to  the  Subjects  of  Bri- 
tish origin. 

The  lourth  Session  of  the  fourth  Provincial  Parliament,  was  open- 
ed by  Sir  James  Henry  Craig,  Governor  (ieneral,  on  the  29th  of 
January,  and  ended  on  the  4'th  of  April  1808  ;  and,  as  the  inefficient 
Administration  of  President  Dunn,  had  left  much  business  in  arrear, 
the  urgency  for  despatch  was  proportionably  increased.  Owing  to 
the  American  Embargo,  and  the  influx  of  Commerce,  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Bank  was  a  favourite  project,  as  the  means  of  obviating 
the  inconvenience  of  a  continual  drain  of  specie  in  payment  of  Amer- 
ican Produce :  the  regulation  of  the  increasing  Lumber  Trade,  was 
also  an  important  object ;  but,  as  the  primary  design  of  our  essay  is 
the  developement  of  the  ambition  of  the  Leaders  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  we  chiefly  recapitulate  what  has  a  bearing  on  that  subject. 

Our  pohtical  hypothesis,  resting  chiefly  upon  the  effects  of  an  in- 
judicious Constitution,  which  has  tempted  the  French  Canadian  Ma- 
jority to  aspire  to  exclusive  domination,  will  receive  much  support 
and  illustration  from  the  conduct  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  this 
Session.  At  an  early  period,  a  resolve  was  carried  by  a  Majority  of 
21  to  5,  "  t/iat  Ezckiel  Hart,  Esquire,  professing  the  Jewish  Religion, 
cannot  vote  nor  take  a  seat  in  this  House."  This  expulsion  was  equal- 
ly contrary  to  the  Constitution,  and  to  an  Act  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, which,  in  the  Reign  of  Geo.  II.,  had  conferred  all  the  rights 
of  British  Subjects  upon  all  Jews,  who  might  have  resided  seven 
years  in  any  Colony  belonging  to  Great  Britain. 

The  next  unconstitutional  Measure,  was  the  Bill  introduced  by 
Mr.  Bourdages,  for  disabling  Judges  from  sitting  and  voting  in  the 
House  of  Assembly ;  which  Bill  was  passed  on  the  4th  of  March,  by 
a  Majority  of  17  to  8;  and,  as  an  inducement  to  the  Legislative 
Council  to  concur  in  the  Measure,  its  wily  partizans  alleged  that 
the  Judges  would  be  more  useful  to  the  Country  and  to  His  Majesty's 
Service,  by  being  called  to  sit  and  vote  in  the  Upper  House  ;  Jrom 
tvhich,  succeeding  Assemblies  have,  during  many  Sessions,  endeavoured 
to  expel  them  liketuise.  The  Legislative  Council,  however,  perceiving 
nothing  in  the  Constitution  to  warrant  this  Bill,  rejected  it,  leaving 
to  the  judgment  of  the  Electors,  to  choose  Representatives  possess- 
ing their  confidence,  from  all  classes  not  proscribed  by  the  Letter  of 
the  Constitution,  xvhirh  could  only  be  altered  by  the  Imperial  Parlia* 
ment,  or  by  the  joint  concurrence  of  the  three  branches  of  the  Provin- 
cial Legislature. 
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Having  shown  a  desire  to  iiitrodiicu  a  l{cligii)us  Test,  as  u  (jualili- 
tation  for  a  seat  in  tlie  House  ol"  Assembly,  and  al^o  to  prevent  tlie 
elioicu  of  tlieir  Constituents  from  falling  u|)>)n  the  moht  resj)!  ctahlu 
elasi  of  His  Majesty's  Servants,  the  M.ijority  next  proeetded  to  in- 
terfere with  the  Prerogative  of  die  i>overei|;n,  and  to  ohstruet  the 
progress  of  the  English  Tenure  of  Lands  ;  whieh  Tree  Tenure  was 
well  known  to  be  the  principal  remaining  attraction  to  Settlers  of  Ihi- 
tish  origin,  upon  the  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown,  that  is  to  say,  four 
filths  of  Lower  Canada,  xvhich  tliesf  preferred  io  sec  inhabited  by  ivild 
beauts,  rather  than  by  Settlers  of  British  or/oiu. 

On  Thursday  the  '24th  of  Mareh,  on  IMotion  of  Mr.  Ihdard,  it  was 
Resolved,  "  Thai  this  House  tvi/l,  on  Monday  next,  take  into  lohsi- 
"  deration  the  alterations  xv/iich  it  may  be  expedient  to  establish,  touch- 
*'  in!^  the  nature  and  consequences  oj  Grants  in  Free  and  Cotnnioii 
*'  Soccage,  and  the  precautions  necessary  to  be  adopted  to  prevent  the. 
"  Croivn  Lands  from  being  settled  by  Strut. gcrs,  professing  principles 
*'  inimical  to  those  necessary  Jor preserving  this  Country  to  His  iMu- 
"  Ji'stys  Empire" 

This  new  project,  though  cloaked  in  the  mantle  of  devotion  to 
His  Majesty's  Empire,  was  seen  through  by  the  Governor  (jencral ; 
and  the  Majority  of  this  Assentbly,  more  prudent  tlian  their  succes- 
sors,  restricted  their  warfare  to  less  noble  game  than  the  high  Prero- 
gative of  the  Crown,  which  secures  to  His  Majesty,  in  his  Colonics 
find  Conquests,  the  choice  of  Purchasers  and  Settlers  of  the  Waste 
Lands.  Tlie  French  Canadians  must  indeed  make  out  a  very  strong 
case,  and  prove  that  they  have  been  disturbed  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
actual  possessions,  before  they  have  the  shadow  of  an  equitable  right 
to  coniplain  against  the  policy  pursued  by  His  INIajesty's  Govern- 
ment, in  replacing  the  ravenous  beasts  of  the  Canadian  forests,  by 
human  beings  of  any  nation,  not  even  excepting  the  dispersed  chil- 
dren of  Israel. 

In  the  same  Chapter,  we  criticise  a  variety  of  Laws  and  Projects, 
showing  that  the  urgent  circumstances  of  a  Commercial  Colony,  will 
induce  interested  Persons  to  petition  for  regulations,  which,  from  the 
want  of  a  congenial  spirit  in  the  Fundamental  Laws,  must  be  inefii- 
cient,  and  a  mere  lure  to  the  hazard  and  destruction  of  the  property 
of  the  Subjects.  This  remark  particularly  refer  to  the  Incorporation 
of  Banking  Establishments  in  Lower  Canada,  bijorc  obtaini)ig  the  ne- 
cessary pj'olection  of  property,  and  the  publicity  of  its  mutations  and 
encumbrances,  by  Register  (Offices. 

From  the  want  of  the  spirit  of  British  Legislation  in  the  Funda- 
mental Laws  of  Lower  Canada,  every  attempt  to  introduce  British 
Conmiercial  Institutions  and  great  undertakings,  has  been  attended 
with  much  danger  and  inadequate  success  ;  and  political  jealousies 
continually  interfere  to  embarrass  and  weaken  associations  among 
persons  belonging  to  the  learned  professions ;  Committees  of  Trade, 
ateam-Boat  Companies,   Banks,  Insurance    Offices,  and  Theatres,  CX7 
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tending  ( von    their  disorganising   rlTects   to    S(uietirs  for  proniotliifT 
|{(li;;i(in  and  I'-diicarion,  and  for  charitable  pi.  poses. 

We  n('\t  remark  upon  the  important  Art  l''r  the  Tiial  of  Contro- 
verted Kleefion*.     'I'in's  Act,  4S,  (Jeo.  III.,  Cap.  '2\,  has  been  recent- 


.hieh,    extendi 


ly  n|)ealed  by  the  Act  5,  (ieo.  IV.,  Caj).  .;,  wineh,  exiencung  am 
ni()(hlying  the  previous  enactments  lives  complete  scope  to  that  prin- 
cii)'e  ol"  universal  suliVago,  which,  under  the  present  Constitution, 
will  s.'curo  to  the  I'Veneh  Canadians,  an  overwhelming  Majority  in 
the  House  el'  Assembly. 

In  closing  tliis  busy  Session,  the  Governor  General,  aware  of  tlip 
approaching  (ieneral  Kleetion,  did  not  express  that  disapprobation  of 
part  of  th.e  Proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  which  he  must  have  deep- 
ly felt ;  and  he  principally  called  the  attention  of  both  Houses,  to 
tlie  imcertain  rclali.)ns  -.\isting  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  their  duty  to  (onify  the  minds  of  the  people  with 
courage  and  loyalty,  fjr  the  purpose  of  defending  their  Country,  and 
securing  the  blessings  conferred  upon  them  by  His  Majesty's  Go- 
vermnent. 

Our  tenth  Chapter  commences  with  describing  the  Oligarchical 
Association,  called  the  Qncbcc  Junta,  which  the  Government  had 
gradually  persnittcd  to  be  formed,  as  a  kind  of  defence  against  the 
increasing  ambirion  of  the  House  of  Assembly.  This  Junta,  closely 
comiectcd  with  the  Executive,  comprised  several  French  Canadian 
Placemen,  and  still  continues  to  be  a  specimen  of  those  anomalous 
associations,  which  a  defective  political  Constitution  inevitably  intro- 
<hices  into  any  Country ;  and,  in  Lower  Canada,  though  many  of 
the  Members  have  been  merely  actuated  by  private  views,  it  has  ne- 
ver entirely  forfeited  the  confidence  of  the  British  Settlers,  who  have 
been  justly  impressed  with  the  opinion,  that  its  influence,  on  tho 
march  of  the  Administration,  was  more  favourable  to  them,  than  the 
Measures  originating  in  the  House  of  Assembly. 

This  Oligarchy,  consisting  of  the  Executive,  the  Majority  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  .Judges,  Crown  Lawyers  and  Placemen,  still  af- 
forded some  protection  to  British  principles  and  improvement ;  and  it 
was  therefore  the  constant  object  of  the  jealousy  of  the  Majority  of 
the  House  of  Assembly,  which  jealousy  was  considerably  increased 
by  the  countenance  which  had  been  given  to  a  Newspaper  called  the 
Quebec  Mercury,  toholly  printed  in  the  English  Language.,  and  oc- 
cupied luitli  extracts  and  discussions  calculated  to  shoxv  the  tcant  of 
British  Laws  and  improvements.  To  counteract  the  influence  of  this 
English  Press,  the  Prench  Canadian  Leaders,  during  the  Administra- 
tion of  President  Dunn,  established  a  Newspaper  called  the  Ca^A' 
D/K.v,  printed  wholly  in  French,  and  entirely  devoted  to  the  am- 
bitious views  of  the  Majority  of  the  Hous  A'  Assembly,  tvhich  could 
chiefly  be  pt-omoted  by  keeping  the  vchole  Province  attached  to  the  Laivs, 
Language  and  Manners  which  existed  at  the  Conquest,  concentrating 
their  Constituents  as  a  separate  people,  predominating  eventually  in 
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every  department  of  tlie  Ciovcrnnieiit,  over  the  Subjects  of  Uritish 
orifjin,  who,  except  in  Quebec  unci  Montreal,  and  in  thu  Townships, 
might  be  said  to  be  scattered  in  weak  unconnected  parties  through- 
out the  Sei«?;niorial  Grunts  of  the  King  of  Trance,  and  the  Roman 
Cathoh'c  Parishes. 

Among  tlic  characteristics  of  the  Canndien  Newspaper,  should  be 
particularly  mentioned  the  mixture  of  abuse  of  the  local  (lovern- 
ment,  and  of  the  British  Settlors,  with  exa;i;ger;ited  expressions  of 
loyalty  to  the  King,  and  devotion  to  the  Imperial  Government,  who 
were  always  represented  as  friendly  to  the  ascendancy  of  the  French 
Canadians,  and  to  the  full  developement  of  a  Constitution,  which  fa- 
cilitated to  the  latter,  an  exclusive  domination  in  Legislation  and 
Finance,  while  it  ini[)eded  the  Anglification  of  the  Colony,  and  the 
resort  of  oil  Settlers  of  British  origin. 

During  the  General  Election  of  Members  for  the  fifth  House  of 
Assembly,  in  June  1808,  the  disappointment  of  Mr.  J.  A,  Pamt,  in 
his  expectation  of  being  re-elected  for  the  City  of  Quebec,  ascribed 
to  Executive  intrigue,  produced » such  opprobrious  violence  in  the 
pages  of  the  Canadian,  as  drew  the  attention  of  the  Governor ;  and 
Mr.  Pauct  being  one  of  its  Patrons,  he  was  dismissed  from  his  Lieu- 
tenant Colonelcy  of  the  Militia,  and  received  a  private  intimation 
from  the  Provincial  Secretary,  Mr.  lii/land,  that  this  disgrace  was 
owing  to  the  seditious  tendency  of  his  Speeches  and  Writings  insert- 
ed in  the  Cariadien  Newspaper. 

The  same  Chapter  next  describes  the  firmness,  and  consis- 
tency, with  which  Sir  James  Craig  defended  the  position  which  his 
own  principles  and  the  conduct  of  the  Majority  at  the  Election,  had 
determined  him  to  take  in  favour  of  the  Subjects  of  British  birth  and 
origin.  FVom  this  new  and  commanding  position,  he  reviewed  the 
state  of  the  Country,  UTiinJiuenced,  fur  a  time,  by  the  temporising 
views  of  the  Quebec  Junta,  and  perceived  with  sorrow,  the  mulfi|)li- 
ed  grievances  of  the  British  population,  and  resolved  to  exert  him- 
self for  their  redress.  These  grievances  are  detailed,  and  can  be 
readily  ascribed,  by  our  intelligent  readers,  to  the  virtual  exclusion 
of  that  population  from  influence  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  to 
the  inimical  effects  of  French  Laws  upon  British  Colonisation,  Com- 
merce, and  general  improvement. 

The  Provincial  Parliament  was  summoned  to  meet,  for  the  des- 
patch of  business,  on  the  10th  of  April,  1809;  and  Mr.  Panet  hav- 
ing been  chosen  Speaker,  and  contrary  to  expectation,  approved  by 
His  Excellency,  the  Session  was  opened  with  a  long  Speech,  in  which 
the  warlike  exploits  of  Great  Britain,  and  her  unsatisfactory  negocia- 
tions  with  the  United  States,  were  reviewed,  and  Measures  of  do- 
mestic Legislation  were  recommended  for  the  permanent  encourage- 
ment of  that  industry,  which  the  temporary  stimulus  of  the  Ameri- 
can Embargo,  and  the  influence  of  external  Commerce,  had  called 
forth.    An  interesting  extract  from  His  Excellency's   Speech,  given 
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in  the  same  Chapter,  excited  njuch  discussion  in  the  House  of  As- 
sembly ;  but,  except  that  he  described  the  internal  jeulousi*  s,  a^^ninst 
which  he  cautioned  the  Members,  as  being  without  cause  or  founda- 
tion, we  conceive  that  His  Excellency's  remarks  were  seasonable  and 
just.  The  Majority  well  knew  that  jealousies  of  the  most  prejudici- 
al nature,  must  always  exist  under  the  present  Constitution,  paralys- 
ing the  ellbrts  of  the  Executive  for  every  purpose  of  public  improve- 
ment, and  impeding  every  Measure  recommended  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  by  the  other  branches,  lor  the  promotion  of  Britiah  Colo- 
nisation and  Commerce. 

This  short  Session,  being  the  first  and  last  of  the  fifth  Provincial 
Parliament,  is  distinguished  by  that  intemj)eratc  heat  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  wliieh  is  reprobated 
in  the  (iovernor's  closing  S|)eech.  All  ol)jects  of  internal  improve- 
ment, for  which  the  Petitions  of  enterprising  Individuals  covered  the 
Speaker's  Table,  were  postponed  till  the  favourite  (juestions  of  ex- 
pelling a  Jew  and  disabling  Judges,  could  be  disposed  of. 

The  Bill  passed  by  the  preceding  Assembly,  for  disabling  the 
Judges,  having  been  rejected  by  the  Legislative  Council,  the  Ma- 
jority of  the  present,  contniuiiig  several  Members  of  a  more  revalu- 
tionari/  chnradcr,  now  attempted  to  violate  the  Constitutional  Act  of 
the  Imperial  Parliament,  by  excluding  that  respectable  class  of  llu 
Majesty's  Servants,  by  a  simple  Resolve;  which,  if  permitted,  would, 
in  fact,  have  nullilied  the  power  of  the  other  branches  in  all  ques- 
tions connected  with  the  composition  of  the  popular  branch  ;  bur, 
with  respect  to  the  Judges,  this  alarming  course  was  suspended  for 
the  moment,  to  be  afterwards  renewed  unsxtecessfullij,  /wwevcr,  in  the 
sixth  Parliainent.  The  re-expulsion  of  Ezekiel  Ilnrf,  Esquire,  the 
Jew,  who  had  been  re-elected  for  the  Borough  of  Three  Rivers,  took 
place  by  a  simple  Resolve  ;  and  the  public  sympathy  and  that  res- 
pect for  principles  of  Religious  Toleration,  which  befits  British  Sub- 
jects, have  never  been  displayed  by  again  returning  a  Jew  to  serve  as 
a  Member  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  accounts  of  the  Revenue  and  Expenditure  having  shown  the 
prosperous  state  of  the  Finances,  the  Majority  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly were  encouraged  to  contemplate  the  assumption  of  the  Civil 
List,  as  will  hereafter  appear.  We  describe  the  motives  of  this  en- 
terprise, originating  in  the  ambition  of  the  popular  branch  to  obtain 
a  complete  controul  over  the  expenditure  of  the  produce  of  the  taxes, 
levied  upon  imported  goods,  including  British  manufactures;  this 
subject,  being  connected  with  those  differences  on  Finances,  which 
eventually  brought  the  House  of  Assembly  into  direct  collision 
with  His  Majesty  a  Government,  and  produced  that  display  of  the 
power  of  the  French  Canadian  Leaders  over  their  ignorant  and  preju- 
diced countrymen,  which  now  alarms  all  the  other  Subjects,  is  particu- 
larly recommended  to  the  attention  of  our  intelligent  and  unprejudi- 
ced readers. 
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From  ilio  rrvoliilionary  tcrnprr  now  openly  displnyoil,  it  is  needles.-; 
to  state  lliat  liills  and  other  eonnnuniealions  sent  down  froni  tlie  Le- 
p.islnlive  Council,  were  nr^Iecicd  l)y  the  House  of  Asscnihly,  and 
that  the  proceedings  of  t  I.'  body  soon  exhausted  the  [jaticncc  of  liie 
'^lovcrnor. 

Acc:)rdinf;ly,  on  the  l.'tli  ?Jay,  IIi>!  Excellency  closed  this  short 
Session;  and  iiilimared  his  intention  of  dissolving  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, and,  in  His  M;>jesty'.s  name,  appeah'ng  to  the  srihsr  of  the 
]:tai  Ic.  His  Speech,  on  this  important  (tecasion,  exhii)Ited  that  n;ix- 
fure  of  military  frankness,  with  disdain  of  ccmipromise,  which  suited 
liis  character,  and.  fonned  nn  cx!rni>rdinur!j  cnnlmst  to  nil  ihespctxhcf  of 
hix  predecessors  in  l/ic  Adminislratiun  of  Loxkct  Canada,  under  the 
lirilhh  Croxvn. 

Oiir  eleventii  Chai)tcr  contrasts  the  uniform  result  of  an  appeal,  by 
His  Majesty,  to  the  sense  0/  his  people  in  the  United  Kingdom,  with  the 
result  of  a()peals,  made  in  his  behalf  by  the  Governors  of  Lower  Ca- 
nada, to  the  sense  rf  the  French    Canadians.     In  the  former  case,  tho 
reasons  for  dissolving  the  Parliament  are  approved  by  the  election  of 
a  majority  of  members  of  the  House  of  Conunons  favourable  to  the 
Ministry,  and  to  the  course  of  measures  approved  by   His  Majesty  : 
in  the  latter,  the  people  have  linijhnnly  rc-clccted  a   mnjcrity  (•/' mem- 
bers opposed  to  the   Provincial  Administration.     To  the   permanent 
causes  of  this  contrast  we  briefly  allude,  e .Lj^^ressing  our  astonishment 
that,  witnessing,  during   twenty  years  a  radical  opposition  in   the  po- 
pular branch  to  the  Local  Administration,   His  Majesty's  Ministers 
have  not  persevered  in  appealing  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament, to  devise  or  approve  a  remedy  for  a  disorder  which  already 
exhibits  Lower  Canada  in  a  state  approaching  to  anarchy.     That 
anarchy,  in  the  complete  sense  of  the  term,  does  not  yet  ex>st,  is  owing 
partly  to  the  powerful  influence  of  the  Imperial  Government,  partly  to 
the  military  force  under  the  command  of  the  Governor,  but  chiefly  to 
the  want  of  energy  and  organisation  in  the  adherents  of  the  opposi- 
tion, who,  in  time  of  peace,  are  called  upon  to  contribute  no  numey, 
or  labour,  or  service  in  a  direct  or  burthensome  manner,  by  the  Local 
Government.     The  opposition,  therefore,  at  present,  mere  paralyses 
the  Government,  in  every  cffo't  to  advance  th.°  improvement  of  the 
cotintri/ and  promote  British  Colonisation;  but  the  spirit  of  contempt 
for  authority  is  nevertheless  fostered  by  the  oppos'tion  ;  and   the  ris- 
ing generation  of  French  Canadians,  receiving  a  Fiench  education,  may 
in  a  few  years  exhibit  t'aat  degree  of  boldness  which  their  fathers  have 
not  attained,  and  reduce  into  practice  the  politi.:al  principles  too  long 
tolerated  in  their  Leaders.     The  Imperial  Govcnment  will  then  find, 
that,  by  neglecting  the  policy  approved  by  thf  experience  of  other 
nations,  of  assimilai.ng  the  popular  branch  in  Lower  Canada  to  that 
which  produces  attachment  to  the  religion,  'inguage  and  glory  of  the 
King  in  the  United  Kingdom,   they  ht.ve  merely  preserved  military 
possession  of  this  Province,  without  that  support  of  public  opinion 
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which  distini;uishes  a  free  from  a  despotic  Government,  and  a  dutiful 
c:;)-oj)eralion  in  the  execution  of  laws,  I:  )iu  mere  iubmUsion  to  stqjt- 
lior  lorcc. 

The  JNIajority  of  the  members  of  the  dissolved  House  of  Assembly 
nia;le  great  exertions  to  be  re-elected  :  and  tliey  succeeded  chiefly  by 
addressing  the  vanity  awd  prejudices  of  their  ignorant  constituents, 
who  were  called  upon  to  vindicate  the  rights  which  the  Constitutional 
Act  was  asserted  to  have  conferred  upon  them,  of  choosinrr  rcprcscn- 
Idtives  obnoxious  to  the  Government.  Every  consideration  ol"  prudence, 
or  apprehension  of  consequences,  was  treated  with  contempt  in  the 
('■(DKidicn  newspaper,  which  was  circulated  and  read  gratuitously 
throughout  t!ie  lloman  Catholic  Parishes.  Sir  James  llcnrij  Cruljfs 
person,  and  the  supporters  of  his  Government,  were  continual  objects 
of  obloquy  and  ridicule;  and  reports  of  the  disapprobation  of  his  con- 
duct, and  of  his  speedy  recal  and  disgrace,  by  llis  Majesty,  were  fa- 
bricated as  a  means  of  enlisting  the  respect  of  the  French  Canadians 
for  the  Monarch,  in  the  service  of  those  who  had  determined  svstenia- 
tically  to  oppose  his  Colonial  Representative,  whenever  he  would  not 
submit  to  become  the  tool  of  their  ambition.  Those  misrepresenraj'ons 
and  intrigues  are  described  at  large  in  the  eleventhChaj)ter,  and  prepare 
the  mind  of  the  reader  for  the  result.  The  old  members  opposed  to 
(jrovernment  in  the  fifth  Parliament  were  re-elected  for  the  sixth;  and 
Sir  James  llcnrij  Craig's  well  intended  experiment  to  produce  liar- 
inony  had  a  contrary  eifect. 

During  the  recess,  His  Excellency  made  a  progress  tlrough  the 
new  and  old  Settlements  of  the  Province;  and,  while  his  [jcrsonal  obser- 
vations confirmed  the  preceding  reports  of  the  grievances  of  the  British 
Settlers,  particularly  in  the  Tow  nships,  he  experienced  much  satisfac- 
tion I'rom  the  progress  which,  under  every  disadvantage  of  French  Laws, 
Feudal  Tenures,  and  an  ill  constructed  House  of  Assembly,  the  Pro- 
vince had  made  since  he  first  visited  it,  during  the  American  Revolu- 
tionary war. 

The  Governor  General,  on  his  return  to  Quebec,  learnt  that  (he 
unauthorised  arrangement,  by  Mr.  Erakine,  of  the  differences  with 
the  United  States,  had  been  disapproved  by  His  Majesty's  Ministers  ; 
and  this  event,  diminishing  the  hope  of  a  long  continuance  of  peace 
yvith  that  Country,  is  said  to  have  disturbed  his  project  of  re- 
pairing the  defects  of  the  Constitution  of  Lower  Canada.  On  this 
subject  we  beg  leave  to  refer  our  readers  to  the  same  Chapter  ;  while 
we  hasten  to  recapitulate  the  proceedings  of  the  first  and  only  Session 
of  the  sixth  Provincial  ParliamenL.  It  was  opened  on  the  2yth  of 
January,  and  closed  on  the  2()th  of  February,  1810.  Mr.  Fa  net 
was  re-elected  Speaker;  and  the  Governor  made  a  Speech  to  both 
Houses,  calculated  to  impress  upon  their  minds,  the  duty  of  giving 
undivided  attention  to  the  means  of  j)reparing  the  Province  to  resist 
the  probable  hostility  of  the  Govornniont  of  the  United  States,  who, 
by  their  diomissul  oi' Mr.  Jackson,  His  Majesty's  new  Plenipotentiary, 
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had  manifested  no  desire  to  preserve  friendly  relations.  His  Excel- 
lency ended  his  Speech,  by  announcing  his  having  consulted  Hir, 
Majesty's  Ministers  on  the  subject  of  disqualifying  the  Judges,  and 
stating  that  he  was  authorised  to  give  the  Royal  Assent  to  a  Bill  i'rr 
that  purpose,  in  which  both  Houses  of  the  Provincial  Legislature 
bhould  have  concurred. 

IJefore  replying  to  His  Excellency's  Speech,  the  Speaker  of  the 
Assembly,  and  the  Majority,  determined  on  recording,  in  the  Journ- 
als of  the  House,  a  protest  against  the  reprimand  which  the  Govern- 
or had  given  them  in  his  Speech  at  the  Prorogation  of  the  fifth  Par- 
liament. On  the  3d  of  February,  a  resolve  was  accordingly  passed, 
characterising,  as  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  Hjuse  of  Assem- 
bly, any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  other  branches  to  dictate  or  cen- 
sure its  proceedings.  Having  thus,  at  the  same  time,  cautioned  His 
Excellency,  and  all  others,  including  virtually  the  Editors  of  News- 
papers, to  beware  of  censuring  their  proceedings,  the  Majority  re- 
turned to  the  newly  discovered  road  of  ambition,  namely,  that  of  ob- 
taining a  complete  controul  over  the  expenditure  and  application  of 
the  Provincial  Revenue,  including  the  Territorial  Revenue  which  had 
accrued  to  His  Majesty  as  the  Suzerain  or  Superior  of  the  Feudal 
Seigneurs,  and  the  produce  of  Duties  levied  by  Acts  of  the  British 
Parliament,  before  the  existence  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  as  well  as 
the  produce  of  Duties  levied  by  Acts  of  the  Provincial  Legislature. 
With  this  controul,  the  wily  demagogues  perceived  that  they  might 
eventually  dictate  to  the  Executive,  the  Salaries,  and  even  the  Ap- 
pointments of  every  Officer  in  the  Civil  Department,  and  turn  to  the 
advantage  of  themselves  and  their  adherents,  the  whole  expenditure 
of  the  Revenue  of  the  Colony. 

With  such  views,  as  evidenced  by  the  conduct  of  future  Majori- 
ties, comprising  several  Members  of  the  present,  the  House  of  As- 
seml)ly  intimated,  by  an  Address  to  His  Excellency,  as  well  as  by 
Addresses  to  His  Majesty,  the  Lords  and  Commons,  which  latter, 
the  Governor  was  requested  to  transmit,  its  determination  to  assume 
the  payment  of  all  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Civil  Government. 
These  Addresses,  however,  as  our  intelligent  readers  may  suppose, 
were  couched  in  general  terms,  and  did  not  insinuate  that,  in  return 
for  this  assumption,  the  British  Government  was  expected  to  transfer 
to  the  House  of  Assembly,  the  appropriation  of  Revenues  rapidl'  in- 
creasing, which  had  been  established  before  the  existence  of  thai  bo- 
dy, nor  that  a  change  was  contemplated,  which  would  infallibly  tempt 
the  Creature  of  the  British  Parliament  to  dictate  to  its  Creator.  Sir 
James  Henri/  Craig,  and  his  Counsellors,  perceived  the  object  of  this 
offer,  though  it  was  accompanied  and  cloked  with  all  those  expres- 
sions of  Duty,  with  which  the  machinations  of  an  ambitious  inferior, 
are  always  presented  to  his  superiors. 

The  answer  of  His  Excellency,  therefore,  was  extremely  guarded  ; 
and  he  particularly  insisted  on  the  propriety  and  Constitutional  right 
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of  the  Lugirihitivo  Couiuil  to  a  concurroiico  in  tlu:  Addresses  of  (he 
Assembly,  not  only  as  being  a  co-ordinate  brunch  of  the  Legislature, 
but  as  being  con)posed  of  Individuals  having  a  iurgc  stake  in  the 
Country.  This  answer  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  Asscnd)iy;  and, 
with  the  view  of  censuring  it  by  Hesolve,  it  was  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee, principally  composed  of  those  Members  who  had  planned  the 
new  system  of  dictating  not  only  to  the  Governor  and  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  but  to  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

The  Bill  introduced  for  immcdinlclij  disabling  the  Judges,  having 
been  speedily  passed,  was  returned  by  the  Council,  with  an  amend- 
ment, postponing  their  incapacity  till  the  end  of  the  present  Parlia- 
ment. The  Majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly  were  anxious  to 
obtain  the  passage  of  this  Act,  but  still  more  eager  to  relieve  them- 
selves from  the  presence  of  Judge  Dedonne;  and  they  therefore  re- 
turned to  a  vote  of  expulsion  ;  and  by  a  Majority  of  19  to  10,  they 
declared  his  scat  vacant ;  they  also  rejccied  that  part  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Legislative  Council,  which  would  have  admitted  of  this 
individual  being  re-elected  or  replaced  by  another  Judge ;  and  thus 
brought  themselves  into  collision,  not  only  with  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil and  with  the  Governor's  instructions,  but  also  with  the  Constitu- 
tional rights  of  the  Elective  Body. 

These  proceedings,  leading  to  an  application  through  the  Speaker 
of  the  Ilouse  of  Assembly,  to  His  Excellency,  to  issue  a  Writ,  in 
His  Majesty's  name,  for  the  Election  of  a  Member  for  the  County  of 
Quebec,  in  the  place  and  stead  of  the  expelled  Judge,  placed  the 
Governor  General  in  an  unnrecedented  dilemma,  from  whieh  he  deem- 
ed  it  necessary  to  extricate  himself  by  a  new  Dissolution  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Parliament. 

We  refer  our  readers  to  the  extracts  from  His  Excellency's  Speech, 
contained  in  the  eleventh  Chapter,  which  will  shew  the  correct  view 
which  he  took  of  the  proceedings  of  a  Ilouse  of  Assembly,  which 
rather  desired  to  provoke,  than  to  deprecate  the  exercise  of  His 
Majesty's  Prerogative.  This  ambitious,  but  shortsighted  body 
knew,  like  the  fabulous  Aiiieus,  that  in  falling  to  the  ground,  it 
would  acquire  fresh  strength  ;  but  it  did  not  know  that  the  liritish 
Hercules,  according  to  our  estimation  of  his  genius,  must  eventu- 
ally find  means  of  destroying  every  particle  of  its  offensive  hos- 
tility to  British  Colonisation,  rendering  it  totally  inefficient  in  its 
oflbrts  to  give  permanency  to  French  Laws,  Language  and  (Charac- 
teristics iti  any  concentrated  Association  on  the  Continent  of  North 
America,  tuA/cA  every  political  and  philanthropic  motive  should  induce 
to  be  completely  English. 

Our  twelfth  Chapter  gives  a  view  of  the  temporary  causes  which 
rendered  the  Governor's  new  appeal  to  the  sense  of  the  people  to- 
tally inefficient,  for  any  purpose  of  obtaining  a  Ilouse  of  Assembly 
more  favourable  to  the  views  of  the  Executive,  or  to  the  interest  of 
British  Laws,  Language  and  Colonisation. 
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Tlie  persons  in  authority,  who  had  srii;nintlsc(l  the  old  Mcinhfrs  as 
lunvorthy  of  being  re-elected,  were  tliiel'.y  Prtitestaiits  (li'Hiitish  hirih 
or  descent,  and  naturally  supposed  to  hepartiid  to  the  Itciij^ion,  I^aws, 
I^anguage  and  Manners  oi' the  great  mnjorily  of  the  Vitiicil  Kiufdon 
(:f  iircat  Britain  and  IrcJntul.  Ihe  event  coniirnied  the  previous  in- 
icrenee  which  many  disinterested  reasoners  had  drawn,  that  then - 
probation  ot'Candidatcs  tor  scats  in  tlie  House  of'Assembly,  by  Gover- 
nors and  Councillors  appointed  I)y  a  ]'ictestant  and  British  King,  wonld 
berathera  strong  recommendation  to  the  favor  of  a  people,  whose  religi- 
ous and  Anti-Britijih  pn  judices  had  been  so  prejiosteroiisly  fostered  by 
iheLegislative  Actsof  the  British  P;  rlianient.  The  great  Majority  of  jhc 
Members  of  the  sixth  House  of  Assenil)iy  were  per^jons  v,lu)^j>o/(\<r././/, 
at  least  the  Romish  Religion,  and  the  most  persevering  disposition  t() 
oppose  whatever  could  tend  to  innovate  uj)()n  the  old  i'Vencli  Laws, 
or  to  disturb  the  hereditary  routine  of  rural  labour  and  amusement, 
which  distinguisl'.ed  their  Constituents. 

The  old  Metnbers  were  so  confident  of  the  effects  of  the  predilec- 
tions of  the  constituent  body,  that  they  at  first  derided  every  doubt 
of  success;  but,  perceiving  the  unprecedented  energy  with  which  tlie 
Executive,  its  immediate  adherents,  and  the  Subjects  of  British  origin 
j)repared  tt)  o{)pose  them,  they  resumed  the  arms  of  ridicule  and  mis- 
rej)re?entalion.  which  had  done  th.em  such  good  service  at  the  previ- 
ous election.  Fortius  purpose,  the  new>;papcr  J.e  Ca/iadieii,  was  adop- 
ted to  furniL-h  suitable  texts  for  the  oral  comments  of  the  Candidates 
and  their  agents ;  and  it  was  circulated  at  such  an  extraordinary  ex- 
pense, as  gave  currency  to  an  iiilc  report,  that  it  v/as  partly  supportid 
by  the  Plenipotentiary  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  near  the  Ciovern- 
nient  of  the  United  IStates. 

The  Canadien,  thus  connected  in  the  minds  of  the  creduloun,  with 
the  intrigues  and  ambition  of  the  'J)/  nut  of  Europe,  becar.ie  tlie  ob- 
ject of  additional  detestation  and  alarm  to  many  persons  well  affected 
to  the  (Jovernnient.  Urged  by  tliem,  and  probably  still  farther  stim- 
ulated by  the  writings  which  it  contained,  tlie  Governor  General,  by 
the  advice  of  the  Executive  Council,  ordered  the  sieizure  of  tie 
Canadien  ]'ress,  which,  v,  uh  all  the  pa])ers  found  in  the  Printing  Of- 
fice, was  conveyed,  under  a  military  escort,  to  Quebec,  'i'liis  act  was 
followed  up  by  such  a  display  of  military  precautions,  as  induced 
the  well  disposed  part  of  the  comnnniily  to  believe,  that  an  exlensivc 
conspiracy  against  the  Government  had  been  discovered.  Tlu  y  •vcro 
liowevcr,  speedily  undeceived,  and  led  to  suppose,  ihat  views  el"  pre- 
serving the  minds  of  the  peo-ple  from  the  contamination  of  the  sedi- 
tious sentiments,  which  flowed  like  a  deluge  from  the  Canudien  Press, 
were  the  jirincipal  motives  of  its  sei/.ure  ;  and,  that  tlie  di-;'  y  of  riii- 
litary  preparation  was  made  as  a  che- k  ujion  the  more  Nii-iei.t  agita- 
tors, who  chiefly  resided  in  the  neighboiuhood  of  tlie  cities  and  towns. 
Ai'tir  an  examination  of  the  i'api.;rs  found  in  ihe  Printing  Office  of 
the  danadicn,  six    jn-rsons  only,  throe   of  them  Members   of  the  late 
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Parliament,  were  taken  into  custody,  by  Warrants  signed  by  the  Ex- 
t;cutive  Councillors,  in  virtue  of  the  j)0wer  invested  by  tlie  Act  for  the 
belter  [)reservation  of  Mis  Majesty's  Government. 

The  same  ClKt]iter  describes  the  lingering  affection  of  many  of  Lhe 
Subjects  of  Dritish  origin,  to  the  Constitution  with  all  its  defects, 
and  notices  the  only  indications  of  a  wish  to  appeal  to  the  Imperial 
G  A'eninieiit,  for  its  suspen^iion,  with  the  view  of  its  future  modifieu- 
tic»n,  which  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Writer.  T/u's  appeal 
xvns  not  ma'.h'  in  such  a  form  as  voould  have  ciicoura^^rd  lhe  Mlnistr'/  to 
inhc.  thi'  hi'j^h  rcyp'nvnbilil!/  of  ordering  the  iemporarij  suspew^inii  of  the 
Cousiitnlioii,  or  vioving  the  Parliament  on  the  sihjed,  at  a  period  rvhrn 
thvexvfis  no  ccrlaiulij  oj'au  accommodation  of  dijjxrcnccs,  XKithlhe  Uni- 
ted Slates. 

The  seventh  Provincial  Parliament  mot  on  the  12th  of  December, 
18 10,  and  was  prorogued  on  the  21st  of  March,  181]  ;  and  the  first 
Session  was  distinguished  b}-  greater  industry  and  moderation  on  the 
part  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  than  could  have  been  expected. 
The  variety  of  reasons  alledged  at  the  time  to  accrount  for  this 
change,  is  menllonetl,  but  not  deemed  suflieient,  more  particular!  v 
liiat  wliich  ascribed  to  the  iVfiijority,  a  settled  delernn'nation  to  nuike 
ii  moderate  use  of  their  triumph  over  t!ie  inHucnee  of  the  Executive 
at  the  receiit  (reneral  Election. 

Mr.  i'anet  vras  re-elected  Speaker,  and  ajiproved  by  His  Excel- 
lency ;  who  opened  the  Sesi^ion  with  a  Speech  confined  to  the  rela- 
tions between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  to  local  af- 
fairs. His  Excellency  recommended  the  continuation  of  the  Acts 
for  the  better  preservation  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  and  the  re- 
gulation of  Aliens  ;  and  he  ended  His  Sj)eech,  by  promising  to  con- 
cur in  any  Measures  for  the  public  welfare,  which  both  Houses  nn'ght 
jointly  propose. 

Tlie  Address  of  the  Legislative  Council,  was  an  echo  to  the 
Speech;  but  the  ALijority  of  f!ie  House  of  Assembly,  introduced 
into  the  Address  of  that  body,  a  marked  disajiprobation  of  the 
use  made  by  the  Executive,  of  the  powers  conferred  by  the  Act 
for  the  better  preservation  of  His  Majesty's  (lovennnent;  and  this 
paragraph  was  remarked  u[)on  in  ;he  Governor's  reply. 

This  same  Chapter  contains  a  long  detail  of  (]uestions  connected 
with  local  afKiirs  and  proceedings  on  various  Petitions,  which  the 
short  Sessions  and  existences  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  Parliaments  had 
k"j)t  in  urrear. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  this  busy  Session  was  closed  with  (he  in- 
teresting and  impressive  farewell  Speech  of  .SVV  James  Ucnn/  Cra/:^, 
which  is  the  more  worthy  of  being  n^ferred  to;  because  we  may  con- 
jecture f'roiu  it,  that  the  Kcport  of  his  Adniinistralion  tn  the  Prince 
liegent,  his  present  INiajesty,  v.ould  not  have  concealed  the  jealousies 
existing  between  difl'erent  portions  of  the  IVcnince,  and  among  it?; 
mivcd  pi>puK\lion,  nor  neglected  to  reeunimcnd  some  remedy  for  the 
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yearly  accumulating  evils  arising  from  a  ilefoctivc  Constitution.  At  u 
future  day,  when  the  Interest  of  the  state  may  permit  the  publication 
of  the  correspondence  and  reports  of  llic  Governors  of  Canada,  we 
doubt  not  but  Sir  James  Henry  Craig  v,  ill  appear  to  great  advantage, 
as  the  constant  and  uncompromising  advocate  of  every  measure  which 
could  conciliate  the  honour  of  His  Majesty,  and  the  interests  of  the 
Empire  at  large,  with  the  union  and  welfare  of  the  mixed  population 
of  Lower  Canada.  His  Icnoxim  independence  of  mind  and  Jortune — 
the  extensive  knowledge  of  mankind  which  he  had  acquired  in  mililary 
and  civil  stations  in  every  quaiter  of  the  world ; — his  advanced  age, 
leaving  him  no  strong  passion  to  gratifj  Iml  the  love  of  honest  ^fame — 
all  these  circumstances  combined,  induce  us  to  helicx>e  that  his  lieport  of 
his  Administration  as  Governor  of  Lower  Canada,  must  have  conveyed 
important  truths,  in  plain  language,  to  the  Imperial  Government ;  and 
that  it^ormed,  in  many  important  points,  as  complete  a  contrast  to  those 
of  his  predecessors,  as  his  Speeches  to  both  Houses  of  the  Parliament  of 
Lower  Canada,  do  to  those  of  Lord  Dorciiestek  and  Sin  Rokekt 
Shore  Milnes. 
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